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Moshe Rabeinu ascended to the Heavens to receive the Torah and remained there for forty days.  The Ibn
Ezra at the end of parshas Mishpatim notes that, as the Torah later testifies, Moshe did not eat or drink the entire time.
This, he explains, is a great wonder (“peleh gadol”) that surpasses anything that ever was before.  This last comment
begs elucidation. What was so wondrous about Moshe's actions that's a past those of the ten makos for the splitting of
the sea when the entire Jewish people crossed through on dry land?

HaRav Chaim Kreiswirth zt"l  suggests the following approach:  We know that Moshe Rabeinu vied to serve
the Ribono shel Olam.  So much so in fact, that the medrash relates that on the last day of his life, Moshe davened
that he should be permitted to live and enter Eretz Yisroel even as a bird, just so that he could prolong his opportunity
to serve Hakadosh Boruch Hu, even for a short while.  Yet, this same Moshe spent forty full days and nights in
shomayim to receive the Torah on behalf of k’lal Yisroel.  Moshe gave up his own wants and needs for the needs of
the k’lal. Such self-sacrifice is truly awesome - a true peleh!

Indeed, one must admire those who devote their lives to public service - hatzala volunteers, askanim, and
other community leaders who, together with their families, sacrifice peace and privacy to help others. By putting aside
their personal preferences to help others, they have emulated Moshe Rabeinu’s achievement of wonders.

:rny ikp` zepr lew 'eke 'eke drxa mrd lew z` ryedi rnyie

The Talmud Yerushalmi relates the following exchange between Moshe and Yehoshua.  Upon descending the
mountain, they heard a lot of noise emanating from the camp.  When Yehoshua suggested that the noise was rooted
in battle, his inability to discern the source of the commotion was met by a sharp rebuke.  Moshe Rabeinu admonished
Yehoshua by questioning his ability to take over the leadership of K’lal Yisroel if he was unable to differentiate and
understand these different noises.

This is somewhat troubling.  What was the claim against Yehoshua for not being able to identify the noise and
what did this have to do with being a competent leader?



HaRav Shimon Schwab l"vf suggests the following interpretation:  When Moshe and Yehoshua approached

the nation and encountered a cacophony of voices, it was obvious to both of them that the eigel ha-zahav was at the
center of the commotion.  When Yehoshua declared that it was a sound of battle, he meant in the context of a
rebellion against Hashem.  To this Moshe countered: ‘This entire episode is not rooted in rebellion.  Can’t you see that
this is a result of K’lal Yisroel’s pain and sorrow?  They built this calf in desperation!’

Thus we can understand Moshe’s indictment of Yehoshua.  A leader must understand the source of his
people’s behavior.  Misconduct that is born out of emotional turmoil and is not an expression of rebellion carries with it
hope and potential for teshuva. A manhig who realizes this will ultimately help his nation by adequately directing them
to proper teshuva.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

“ H a l a c h i c    D i s c u s s i o n “
“SCRIPTURES BY NIGHT”

    The Torah testifies that Moshe Rabeinu didn't sleep the entire time he was in shomayim receiving the Torah from
Hashem Yisborach - forty days and forty nights.  The medrash questions how Moshe was able to differentiate between day
and night in a place that saw no darkness and answers that during the day, Hashem taught Torah sheh b'ksav, and at night,
they learned Torah sheh b' al peh.

    Based on this, the Arizal warns against learning Tanach at night. The Chida explains that since both pesukim and
nighttime are Kabalistically categorised as 'asiah' (doing),  the two combined arouse judgement in a very severe way and
should therefore be avoided.  Although some suggest that this restriction only applies until chatzos, the majority of
mekubalim are particular about this until daybreak.  Although many of the poskim do not codify this as halacha (either by
virtue of ommission, or overtly so, as in the case of the Pri Megadim, who advocates learning Torah sheh b'ksav at night),
the Mishna Berura does recommend following this stringency if possible.

This is extremely relevant to reciting TehiIlim at night and indeed some mekubalim recommend avoiding saying
them, especially before chatzos.   However, the poskim offer several reasons why reciting Tehillim might be permitted even
according to the more stringent opinion:  (a) the gemara tells us that Dovid Hamelech composed sefer Tehillim at midnight, 
(b) the medrash tells how Yaakov Avinu would say Tehillim at night,   (c) the 'prohibition' is only in regards to studying Torah
pesukim, and not if they are recited in prayer,    (d) some want to rule leniently if recited with a minyan,       and      (e) others
want to suggest that Tehillim are classified as Torah sheh b'al peh since Hashem told Dovid that they are dear to Him as the
mesechtos of Negaim   and Ohalos.        (f) still others maintain that only pesukim in the Torah are included in the restriction,
but not those of neviim or Kesuvim.

Another exception is that on Friday night, one may learn Torah sheh b'ksav due to the inherent kedusha of
Shabbos. (Ben Ish Chai and Kaf Hachayim, although others disagree.) The same applies to yom tov, but not Rosh Chodesh.
Many write that the Kedusha of Shabbos for this matter begins on Thursday night and extends until after one has eaten
melaveh malka on motzei shabbos.

Studying Chumash with Rashi or  any other commentary is considered like Torah sheh b'al peh.    Although  the
Yesod V'Shoresh Ha'Avoda writes that one must be careful to learn a commentary on each and every word of the posuk, the
consensus of the poskim is that translation (or explaining in spoken Hebrew) is sufficient.

Although by and large, the poskim have seemed to accept the Arizal's warning against learning Torah sheh b'ksav
at night, all agree that adhering to this chumra should not be the cause of undue bitul Torah and one who is unable to learn
gemara or mishnayos should be encouraged to study Chumash or Navi.


