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LIGHTS OF OUR RIGHTEOUS TZADDIKIM

 

 

A Tzaddik, or righteous person

before 

 

HA’AZINU

_ CHASSIDUS ON THE PARSHA

Extraction by Conversion
Rav Yisrael of Pikov, the son of Rav Levi Yitzchok, once visited Rav Moshe Leib in Sassov 

and found him in a very good mood. They spoke for a while, and Rav Yisrael sensed 
undercurrent of excitement in Rav Moshe Leib, an excitement that had nothing to do with the 
topic of their conversation. 

“Pikover Rav, I want to ask you something,” said Rav Moshe Leib as the hour grew late. “I 
am going on a journey tomorrow. Would you 

Although Rav Moshe Leib offered no details or explanations about this mysterious 
journey, Rav Yisrael readily agreed.

The next day they set out in an open wagon. They traveled for several hours. Toward 
evening, a light rain began to fall, but they pressed on. The rain came down harder, and soon 
they were drenched to the skin. Unable to continue, they stopped in a small village along the 
way and sought shelter. 

A Jewish brandy maker and his family lived in that village. The brandy make
wagon enter the village, and he came out to investigate. As he came closer to the travelers, he 
recognized Rav Moshe Leib, and he became very excited.

“Rebbe,” he called out, “would you do me the honor of sleeping under my roof?”

“Thank you for your offer,” said Rav Moshe Leib. “We accept.”
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A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.
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Although Rav Moshe Leib offered no details or explanations about this mysterious 

The next day they set out in an open wagon. They traveled for several hours. Toward 
fall, but they pressed on. The rain came down harder, and soon 

they were drenched to the skin. Unable to continue, they stopped in a small village along the 

A Jewish brandy maker and his family lived in that village. The brandy maker saw the 
wagon enter the village, and he came out to investigate. As he came closer to the travelers, he 
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The brandy maker’s house was a simple, one-room structure in which his family lived 
together with his cow and her calf. The brandy maker sent the cow outside to stand in the 
rain, but he allowed the calf to remain in the house. Then he swept the house clean and 
spread straw on the floor. 

As Rav Moshe Leib watched the brandy makers preparations, he murmured to himself, 
“Master of the Universe, please allow my joy and happiness to continue uninterrupted.” 

After Maariv, the brandy maker’s wife brought the guests some food and hot milk. Then 
they went to sleep on the fresh straw. 

In the morning, after Shacharis, the brandy maker’s wife served the guests bowls of 
steaming millet cooked in milk. 

Rav Moshe Leib ate the millet with great relish. 

“Isn’t this good millet?” he said to Rav Yisrael. “Have you ever tasted such good millet? 
Why are you just letting your food sit there? Eat, eat.” 

Rav Yisrael was not particularly enamored of the coarse food, and he did not understand 
why Rav Moshe Leib was praising it so enthusiastically. But he nodded noncommittally and 
put another spoonful into his mouth. 

“Where do you get such good millet?” Rav Moshe Leib asked the hostess. 

“From the miller’s wife,” she replied. “I borrowed it from her.” 

“She must be a good woman if she lent it to you.” 

“She is indeed,” said the brandy maker’s wife. 

“How about the miller? Is he a good man?” 

“He is the exact opposite. He is a cruel man who beats his wife all the time. She comes 
here to cry her heart out, poor thing. I take care of her, but then she goes back. Where else can 
she go?” 

“Does she have any more millet like this?” 

“No. This is all she had left.” 

“And when the miller finds out that she lent it to you, will he be furious?” 

“Probably.” 

“Listen carefully. He will beat her when he finds out about the millet, and she will come 
running to you. Tell her that you know she has been contemplating conversion to Yiddishkeit. 
When she admits it, send her to me in Sassov.” 

After breakfast, Rav Moshe Leib and Rav Yisrael got back into the wagon, and Rav Moshe 
Leib ordered the wagon driver to take them back to Sassov. The mission had been completed.  

In the village, events unfolded as Rav Moshe Leib had predicted. The miller beat his wife 
mercilessly when he found out about the millet. She fled to her Jewish friend, where she 
admitted that she had thought often about conversion. Her friend sent her to Sassov, where 
she converted, and her descendants became great leaders of the Jewish people. 

n 
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Dvar Torah 
The words of the Ha’azinu address are all about the exile of the Jewish people, and yet the 

Torah describes them as a song (32:44): “And Moshe came and spoke all the words of this 
song in the ears of the Jewish people”. A song is something that elicits feelings of joy. Why 
then is this description of the exile considered a song? In what sense does it elicit joy? 
There is indeed a great benefit, explains Rav Levi Yitzchok, in the Jewish people being in 

exile. Our Sages tells us (Pesochim 87b) that the Jewish people were exiled among the nations 
to extract the converts among them. Why was it so important to encourage these conversions? 
It is because these conversions extract and elevate the holy sparks trapped among the gentile 
nations and return them to their holy sources. The power of the enemies of the Jewish people 
draws its energy from the holy sparks trapped within them, and when those holy sparks are 
extracted, the enemies of the Jewish people collapse in impotence and futility. This is indeed a 

cause for great joy deserving of song. 

Y  Translated Kedushas Levi on the Parsha Z 

“And Moshe wrote the words of this song on a scroll until they were finished” 
(Devorim 31:22, 30) 
[This is a composite reference, composed of elements from pesukim 22, 24 and 30 of 
Devorim, Chapter 31: 
Pasuk 22 – “And Moshe wrote this song...” 
Pasuk 24 – “And when Moshe finished writing the words of this Torah (‘teaching’) on a scroll 
until they were finished.” 
Pasuk 30 – “And Moshe spoke in the ears of the entire Congregation of Yisrael the words of 
this song, until they were finished.”] 
 

The above is in accordance with what Razal said in Maseches 
Pesochim 87b: “The only reason that Yisrael was exiled among the 
nations was in order that there should be gathered converts unto 
them.” For the people of Yisrael raise the “holy sparks” from among 
the nations, and by this means they extract from them all the 
“divine sparks” embedded within them (Likkutei Torah, Parshas Ki 
Seitzei, beginning with the words: “When you go out”). And 
therefore the words of Moshe that he said in Parshas Ha’azinu are 
referred to as a song that connotes joy, despite the fact that there 
are intimations that Yisrael would be in exile for extended periods 
of time. Nevertheless, exile is in itself a form of joy, for Yisrael 
would be extracting “holy sparks” from the nations, and with the 
disappearance of holiness from them, they would by that very fact 
cease to exist (see Pri Eitz Chaim, section on Krias Shema, Chapter 

3; see also Likkutei Torah Tehillim 84). And this is the meaning of “And Moshe wrote the 
words of this song”, for it is called a song that connotes joy, even though exile is mentioned 
within it, to counteract that (the notion that exile is negative), it says ad tumom – “until they 
were finished”, the interpretation of which is that the exile of Yisrael results in the destruction 
of the hostile nations, for the people of Yisrael raise up from among them their “holy sparks”. 
 

The words of Moshe 
that he says in this Parsha 
are referred to as a song, 
which connotes joy, even 
though periods of exile are 
intimated. We find in 
Pesochim: “The only reason 
that Yisrael was exiled 
among the nations was in 
order that there should be 
gathered converts unto 
them.” This is a joyous 
process because “holy 
sparks” are elevated and the 
name of Hashem is 
sanctified.  
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“Who, O G-d, is like You, Who lifts up the scale of iniquity and overlooks 
transgression for the remnant of His heritage? Who does not retain His wrath 
eternally, for He desires kindness! He will again be merciful to us; He will 
suppress our iniquities...” (Micha 7:18–19) 
 

And we find in the Gemora (Maseches Rosh HaShana 17a) a 
question regarding the above: “One pasuk says that Hashem lifts up 
our sins, and the other pasuk says that Hashem depresses our 
sins?!” The explanation of the question is as follows: One pasuk says 
that Hashem lifts up the side of the scale containing the sins, and 
the Holy One, blessed is He, in His great mercy and kindness, 

“inclines toward kindness” by lifting up the side of the scale bearing our sins, guaranteeing 
that our merits will outweigh them. And the other pasuk says that Hashem depresses the scale 
containing the sins, thus allowing the side containing merits to rise above it, and in that way 
Hashem “inclines toward kindness”. And at first glance, precisely this difficulty seems to be 
reflected in the pasuk cited above: “Who, O G-d, is like You, Who pardons iniquity”, where the 
mechanism of pardon is by lifting up the scale of iniquity (where the meaning of the Hebrew 
word noso is both “to pardon” and “to raise up”). But this is followed by the request that 
Hashem accomplish our pardon by pressing down on the scale of the sins, thereby lifting the 
scale of the merits far above, and dominating them! 
 

And it seems possible to resolve this difficulty as follows: We 
find in the Gemora (Medrash Tanchuma on Parshas Emor, 22) 
regarding the pasuk: “And you shall take for yourselves on the first 
day...” [regarding the “four species” that are taken for the first time 
on the fifteenth, not the first, of the month of Tishrei] (VaYikra 
23:40), “Is it then on the first day that this mitzva is carried out? 
Rather, the ‘first day’ refers to the first day on which we resume 
counting sins”, that at first glance is inexplicable, as the early 

commentators endeavored at length to explain the seeming oddity (see the Kli Yokor).  
 

What seems truly to be the case is that everyone, during 
these days between Rosh HaShana and Yom HaKippurim, has his 
eyes wide open examining all of his ways to try to find a way to 
return to Hashem, each person being praised according to his 
intellectual ability to do so, and according to his level on the scale of 
fear of Hashem and the splendor of His greatness, when He rises to 
judge the world. For the Day of Hashem is near, and who can justify 
himself in that judgment? And who is the man who does not fear, 
and what soul is it that does not testify that he is coming to be 
judged before the Judge of all the world on all his deeds; would not 
everyone who trembles before the word of Hashem endeavor in the 
mountainous heights of his intellect (that is, to muster up all his 
effort, and try as hard as he can) to find a way to correct that which 
he has made crooked! – this kind of repentance is called 
“repentance motivated by fear”. But after Yom HaKippurim, when 
one is occupied with performing the mitzvos of Sukka, and lulov 

and the rest of the four species, and giving charity according to what the bountiful hand of 
Hashem has bestowed upon him, with a spirit of donation and love, to serve Hashem with joy 

Consider a pan 
scale, one pan containing 
sins, the other, merits. Two 
ways to favor the merits: 
press down on them to 
outweigh the sins or lift 
them high. 

To begin a 
resolution, we note that the 
Torah says, with regard to 
the mitzvos of the four 
species, that they should be 
taken on the “first day”. But 
the intention is not Sunday, 
but rather the first day that 
sins are again counted. 

There are two types 
of repentance; one type is 
motivated by fear, the other, 
by love of Hashem. As a 
result of repentance 
motivated by fear, one’s 
sinful deeds done on 
purpose are converted to 
accidental deeds. This 
type is the type done before 
Yom Kippur. Before Sukkos, 
in the midst of many 
mitzvos, repentance is 
performed out of love. This 
type of repentance results in 
sinful deeds being 
converted to 
meritorious deeds. 
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and good spirit, then that repentance is called “repentance motivated by love”. And the 
statement of Chazal in Maseches Yoma 86b is well known, that through “repentance 
motivated by fear”, sinful deeds done on purpose are converted retroactively to sinful deeds 
done by accident, and through “repentance motivated by love” sinful deeds done on purpose 
are converted into meritorious deeds! And the Holy One, blessed is He, in His abundance of 
mercy and kindness, Who desires the self-corrections of those who return to Him in truth and 
love, as has been said: “Who does not desire the death of the wicked but rather that He return 
from his sin and live”; therefore on this holiday, in which we come to seek shelter in the 
shadow of Hashem, through the performance of mitzvos and good deeds out of the love of 
Hashem, may He be blessed, then He begins to count our sins in order to know how many to 
change to merits! Unlike the situation that prevailed before Sukkos, when the return to 
Hashem was motivated by fear, then certainly there would be no counting, for one’s sinful 
deeds remained “accidental”, but still sinful. But on Sukkos, when the service of Hashem is 
motivated by love, then Hashem counts sinful deeds diligently, in order that they be turned 
into merits, and become benefactors for the people of Yisrael.  
 

And this is the first explanation of why this holiday is called 
the “first,” for it is entitled to be called “the first,” because it has the 
advantage of being the time when Hashem begins to count sins, and 
then he pours out abundance upon us full of goodness and blessing, 
as His will, may He be blessed, is inclined to pour out at all times, 
for more than the calf wants to nurse, the cow wants... [to give suck] 

(Maseches Pesochim 112a) {see Igra D’Kalla, Parshas Acharei, citation beginning “For on this 
day”, regarding what he explains based on the material presented here.} 
 

Thus, the problem in the pasuk cited above is resolved, 
whereby it is known that each member of the Family of Yisrael 
desires at all times to find shelter under the wings of the Divine 
Presence, and in accordance with the principle established by the 
poetic tefilla, “Everyone wants to fear Your Name, but what 
prevents that from happening? The yeast in the dough” (Maseches 
Berochos 16b). Now if Hashem would choose to have mercy upon 
the remnant of His people Yisrael and remove from them their evil 
inclination, then indeed their will would always be to fear Hashem, 
may He be blessed, because He is the Master and the Ruler and the 
root of all the worlds (Zohar HaKodosh, Part 1, 11b). And indeed we 

find in the Gemora (Maseches Sukka 52b): “Hashem regretted the creation of four things, and 
one of them was the evil inclination”. Now we can appear before Hashem, may He be blessed, 
with the following claim: “Why are we guilty of our treacheries and our iniquities? You 
caused us to behave in that way. How have we willfully sinned or erred before You? Just 
remove our evil inclination and we would certainly serve You with reverence and fear at all 
times. And when the Great Merciful One would hear these claims of His children, then His 
mercy would be raised up, and He would lift our sins above us, and our performance of the 
commandments would remain with us as benefactors, in order to obtain for us the great good 
that is hidden away. 
 

Sukkos is called the 
“first” holiday because it is 
the time that Hashem 
begins again to count sins, 
which will be converted into 
meritorious acts. 

Each member of the 
people of Yisrael has a 
“defense” for having sinned; 
namely, the presence within 
him of the “evil inclination”. 
And indeed, the Talmud 
records that the “evil 
inclination” is one of the 
four things that Hashem 
“regretted”, in a sense, 
creating, although it 
represents the vehicle of free 
choice. 
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And this is the meaning of the scriptural expression: “Who, O 
G-d, is like You, Who pardons (lifts up the scale of) iniquity...” 
which means: “Who is as great a G-d as the G-d of Yisrael, Whose 
characteristics cause Him to behave at all times in a good and 
upright manner?” That is, that He raises our sins high above us, and 
our merits remain with us, to testify favorably concerning us before 
the King. And this is the meaning of that which is written: “He will 
again be merciful to us”, that is, that our repentance motivated by 
love will cause Him to suppress our sins below, and He will throw 
them into the depths of the sea. (The conclusion of pasuk in Micha 

(7:19) is: “...and He will throw our sins into the depths of the sea”. This combination of 
pesukim is also the basis of the Tashlich tefilla of Rosh HaShana, where Jews go to a body of 
water on the second day of the Holiday and recite those verses from Micha as well as related 
tefillos asking Hashem for forgiveness. The use of water in this ceremony is possibly related to 
the association of water with kindness, and the conversion of sins to meritorious acts.) 

n n n 

 

 

 
 

“The gates of heaven opened up and I saw G-dly visions, the Creator of the four corners of the 
earth, and I gazed and meditated upon that which I had permission to, and began to explain at the 
beginning of Hashem’s holy words” Ohr HaChaim, Bereishis 
 

Praises for the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh 
The Two Moshiachs 

This story was heard from the chief Rav of Teverya, Rav Yaakov Chai Zerihan: 

When Rav Chaim ben Attar, mechaber of the Ohr HaChaim, arrived in Teverya, he went 
to the Bais Medrash and found a group of talmidim sitting together and studying under their 
master and teacher Rav Chaim Abulafia, who sat teaching them Torah and studying with 
them, supported by many cushions and pillows propped on either side for his comfort. When 
the Ohr HaChaim saw all the cushions and pillows, he said quietly to himself in wonder, 
“Does the Torah deserve this? [How can he relax and disrespect the Torah like that?]”  

Rav Chaim Abulafia saw the Ohr HaChaim and immediately called out in a loud voice, 
“The Chacham Chaim has come to us!” When the Ohr HaChaim approached, Rav Chaim 
Abulafia rose to his feet and stood to greet him, reciting the pasuk, “Arise before your elders – 
mipnei seiva sokum,” and they sat and studied together sugyas of Shas. Rav Chaim ben Attar 
was amazed at Rav Chaim Abulafia’s great scholarship, erudition and breadth of knowledge 
in Torah. Then Rav Chaim Abulafia told the Ohr HaChaim, “The Torah does deserve this and 
requires it, due to my advanced age and weakness!” The Ohr HaChaim then asked his 
forgiveness. 

Afterward, they left together to the kever of the Tanna Rav Akiva and, not to waste 
time, they rented an animal to take Rav Chaim Abulafia, who was some ninety-three years 

Teshuva mei’Ahava, 
repentance motivated by 
love, is what allows Hashem 
to act toward us in this 
paradoxical way – to plant 
within us an “evil 
inclination”, and then, 
change the sinful acts we 
perform to appease that 
inclination, into meritorious 
acts. 

 
OHR HACHAIOHR HACHAIOHR HACHAIOHR HACHAIMMMM    
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old at the time. When they arrived at the cave of the Tanna, Rav Abulafia dismounted from 
the donkey and they honored one another to enter first. Rav Chaim ben Attar sat and wept, 
“Woe are we that both Moshiachs have arrived here together at the right time!”  

A great fog and mist crept over them and hid them from view. Whisperings and low 
conversation between them were heard as they both wept quietly. Those present later 
surmised that it was revealed to both Rav Chaims that they would pass away, one a year after 
the other. And so it was, that due to our sins Rav Chaim ben Attar passed away on the 
fifteenth of Tammuz 5503 and Rav Chaim Abulafia in Nissan of that following year 5504. 
(Hillula Kadisha p. 308 cited from Yalkut Yosef p. 42) 

n 

The Holy Lights Of The Ohr Hachaim 

Studying, Each According to His Ability 

“Like small drops on a lawn, like larger rain drops on tall grass” (Devorim 32:2). 

The Ohr HaChaim cites a Medrash (Mishlei 10): Rav Yishmo’el says that when a person 
stands in judgment [before the heavenly court] they ask him if he studied the written Torah. If 
he answers affirmatively, they ask him why he stopped there and did not progress to Mishna. 
If they ask regarding Mishna, they ask him why he did not study Talmud and so on. We see 
from this Medrash, says the Ohr HaChaim, that man is judged progressively, step by step. They 
do not ask someone who studied Chumash why he did not learn the kabbalistic secrets of the 
Maasei Merkova (Chariot); rather, they progress one level at a time. This is what our pasuk 
demonstrates when it mentions smaller drops and afterward larger raindrops; it progresses 
from smaller drops on low grassy lawns to larger drops on tall grasses, because each kind of 
vegetation can handle larger amounts of rainfall and precipitation, due to its nature in being a 
larger form of grass. This metaphor is also used for Divrei Torah: each person according to his 
level and ability can absorb and study the Torah fit for him. Here there is a leniency and a 
stringency, because we can be lenient with those who lack the ability to study in depth, 
whereas we can be stringent with those who could have achieved more and studied higher 
disciplines in Torah yet failed to do so. Of such a person we would even ask why he failed to 
study the workings of the Chariot. 

n 

Rishon LeTzion – Rav Yehuda HeChassid’s Story 

Rav Yosef Karo rules based on Sanhedrin 7a that a person’s judgment commences with 
Divrei Torah. The Ohr HaChaim, in his sefer Rishon LeTzion on Yoreh De’a (siman 245), comments 
on the Pesak Halocha of the Shulchon Aruch that the reason for this is that the verdict of the 
judgment varies according to whether or not the guilty party knew that the transgression he 
was committing was forbidden by the Torah or not. They therefore cross-examine the accused, 
asking him if he studied Torah or not, to see what he knew to be forbidden or not. If he was a 
Talmid Chochom, his verdict and judgment is different from one who was unlearned. 

I have seen proof for my position, says the Ohr HaChaim, in a story about Rav Yehuda 
HeChassid regarding a wealthy man who used to shave his beard in a forbidden manner using 
a razor, and who was warned by Rav Yehuda HeChassid against this practice. When he was 
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niftar, Rav Yehuda HeChassid recalled his soul. The dead man stood up and recounted his 
judgment, describing how he was asked if he had studied Torah. When he affirmed that he 
was literate in Chumash, they brought before him a sefer, opened it and asked him to read 
what was written there. He read the pesukim regarding the prohibition against shaving the 
peyos and the beard. We see, concludes the Ohr HaChaim, that before he was judged for his 
transgression they checked to see whether he had studied it before and this is as we 
explained. 

The entire story as cited by the Ohr HaChaim in Rishon LeTzion is found in the Sefer 
HaGan (in the chapter for the fourth day) from a handwritten manuscript by Rav Zalman the 
son of Rav Yehuda HeChassid, who relates: 

My father and master the Chassid told me that there was once a wealthy man in 
Speyer who used to shave off his beard using razors. My father admonished him and 
he did not pay any attention to my father’s rebuke, because he would retort that he 
was a dainty istenis and that the beard bothered him. My father warned him that his 
end would be bitter, that after his death demonic beings like cows and oxen would run 
over him, beard and peyos, and that this is the punishment for those who shave off 
their beards and peyos, because the pasuk says, “Do not shave the corners of your facial 
hair” – lo sakifu pe’as rosh’chem velo sas’chisu, whose roishei teivos (initial letters) form the 
acrostic spelling poros – “oxen” or “cows” [pe’as rosh’chem velo sash’chisu = poros]. 

When the wealthy man passed away and all the important people from Speyer sat by 
his body, my father wrote a Divine Name on parchment and placed it upon the dead man’s 
body. My father asked him what happened to his soul after death and he told my father, 
“After my soul left my body a great demon, like an ox or a cow, came and filled a vessel with 
tar and pitch and trapped my soul therein, and I was unable to escape. Then the attribute of 
judgment came and took this vessel from the demonic ox with my soul trapped inside, unable 
to flee, and they brought me before the stronghold of all souls. There, a heavenly voice rang 
out, asking me if I had ever studied Torah and was learned in knowing how to read. I 
affirmed that I had and could and they immediately brought me a Chumash and opened it 
and I found that it opened up straight to the pasuk about the mitzva forbidding the cutting of 
the beard and shaving of the peyos and I had no answer for them in my defense. Immediately, 
I heard them declare the verdict that my soul was to be placed in the lowest of all levels.” 

n n n 

  הילולא

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

One of the tools that Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). 
The method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of 
Erev Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized 
for a connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. 
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Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________.

Others say that it is the custom within 
that a relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 
people would like to express themselves in a 
true on a yahrzeit but on every Yom Tov

The author of the Pele Yo’etz
tefilla. Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 
Ottoman Empire at the time. The 
as a public service. 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle

  ]ד"ד כמוֹ א עָ צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ ָר ל �ָ 	 עַ 

____________ יק ִד צַ הַ / י ִת ָר 
 ְ!ַרֲחִמי% ְֶ#ַקֵ!ל, ֲאבוֵֹתינ� ֵוא�ֵהי

ל (ֹ ה הַ יֶ ְה יִ ה וְ ְ!ַמֲעֶ)  ֵ!י', ְ!ִדי!�ר
 �/ י ִמ ִא / י בִ ל *ה ֶ מָ ָ נְ � חַ ר
� .י%יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת !ִ רוֹ ר

Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bon

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.



Y GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER
YAHRZEITS FOR WEEK 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits/Tishrei

Biographical information and yahrzeits 

� 4th of Tishrei ~ Begins Mot
� Rav Yoel ben Rav Yisrael Yosef 

who lived in Zamość during the seventeenth century. He became renowned as a 

(literally “Master of [Divine] Names”) for performing miracles, commanding demons and 

authoring Kabbalistic amulets. Rav Yoel married before the age of twenty and start

Kabbola. Upon a dream, Rav Yisrael Yosef sent his son, Rav Yoel, to Prague to learn 

from Rav Eliyohu Ba’al Shem

Ba’al Shem, who confided all his special teachings to him. Rav Yoel returned to Zamo

opened a Yeshiva there, which became renowned for teaching both 

(5474/1713); 

~ SHABBOS SHUVA / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________.

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit
has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 

people would like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only 
Yom Tov as well. 

Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact compose such a 
of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 

Ottoman Empire at the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, 

rew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

	 עַ עֵ א יוֹ לֶ �ֶ ל הַ עַ !ַ ' ִמ גֵ מָ / הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת !ַ ,צַ ְמ 
 

ָר י מוֹ ִמ ִא / י בִ ת *מַ ְ י נִ יל�עִ לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ ה לִ ר זֶ 
ֵוא�ֵהי ֶא�ֵקינ� 'ה י2נֶ פָ לְ ' ִמ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ  ,____________

ְ!ִדי!�ר ֵ!י', ְ!ַמַחָָבה ֵ!י', עוֶֹ)ה ֶ,ִני ַהטוֹב 
פֶ נֶ ט לְ ָר פְ !ִ �, לאֵ ָר ְ) יִ  2ְמ ת עַ מוֹ ָ נְ י לִ יל�עִ לְ 

ר�% צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ ְה ִ# ' ֶ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ . ____________

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds w
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

Study some of his teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm



GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER    Z

YAHRZEITS FOR WEEK BEGINNING SHABBOS HA’AZINU
http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits/Tishrei 

Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe.org

Motzai Shabbos (Sep 23rd) 

Rav Yisrael Yosef Ba’al Shem. Rav Yoel was a scholar of Halocha

 during the seventeenth century. He became renowned as a 

(literally “Master of [Divine] Names”) for performing miracles, commanding demons and 

authoring Kabbalistic amulets. Rav Yoel married before the age of twenty and start

. Upon a dream, Rav Yisrael Yosef sent his son, Rav Yoel, to Prague to learn 

Ba’al Shem. Rav Yoel became one of the closest talmidim

, who confided all his special teachings to him. Rav Yoel returned to Zamo

there, which became renowned for teaching both 

the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

yahrzeit candle on the day 
has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 

when lighting the candle. This is not only 

1828), did in fact compose such a 
of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 

is reproduced and translated below, 

ְמ נִ ה הַ ילָ פִ ְ# [

ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ ְד י מַ ינִ ֵר הַ  
____________ת !ַ /'!ֵ 

 ַמֲעֶ)ה ָ(ל �ְבָרצוֹ'
לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ לְ � תכ�זְ לִ 
____________יק ִד צַ 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings. 

www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 



Z 

HA’AZINU 

www.anshe.org  

Halocha and Kabbola 

 during the seventeenth century. He became renowned as a Ba’al Shem 

(literally “Master of [Divine] Names”) for performing miracles, commanding demons and 

authoring Kabbalistic amulets. Rav Yoel married before the age of twenty and started learning 

. Upon a dream, Rav Yisrael Yosef sent his son, Rav Yoel, to Prague to learn Kabbola 

talmidim of Rav Eliyohu 

, who confided all his special teachings to him. Rav Yoel returned to Zamość and 

there, which became renowned for teaching both nigleh and nistar, 
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� Rav Avrohom Danzig, mechaber of Chayei Odom and Chochmas Odom, (1748/5508–

1820/5580). Born in Danzig (Gdansk), he learned at the Yeshiva in Prague under Rav 

Yechezkel Landau. He was related by marriage to the Vilna Gaon. It appears that he lived in 

Vilna for most of his life where he served as a Dayan. Other seforim he authored include Zichru 

Toras Moshe, an introduction to the laws of Shabbos, Kitzur Sefer Chareidim, an abridgement 

of the classic Sefer Chareidim by Rav Elozor Ezkari, and Toldos Odom, a commentary on the 

Pesach Haggoda, (5581/1820); 

� Rav Boruch Refoel Soloveitchik, son of the Brisker Rav, Rav Yitzchok Zev, (5685/1924);  

� Rav Tzvi Hirsch Halberstadt (the Maharshach), the Kos HaYeshuos, great-grandfather of the 

Chasam Sofer, (5508/1747). 

� 5th of Tishrei ~ Begins Sunday Night (Sep 24th) 
� Birth and Yahrzeit of Naftoli ben Yaakov Avinu, 1566 BCE (or 1435 BCE per Hamodia 2006). 

Naftoli was born on the 5th of Tishrei and passed away on the same day 133 years later in Egypt 

in 1429 BCE, and was buried in Kedesh Naftoli (Eretz Yisrael). Naftoli was the son of Yaakov 

Avinu and Bilha. He honored his father exceedingly, and was often dispatched to fulfill 

missions. He was quick to complete these missions (“swift as a hind”) so that his father was 

pleased with him. Moreover, Naftoli’s speech was pleasant to his father; therefore his father 

blessed him. He was a herald of good tidings, and brought the news that Yosef was still alive 

after Yosef’s elder brothers wanted to kill him; 

� Rav Naftoli HaKohen Katz of Lublin, grandfather and namesake of the Semichas Chachomim, 

he was also the son-in-law of the Maharal of Prague, as well as a descendant of the Maharam 

Padwa through his father. So respected was he that even the Taz sent shailos to him. Rav 

Naftoli was a Maggid in Prague, a Dayan in Prositz, Nikolsburg and Pinsk, and finally a Dayan 

and Rav in Lublin, (5406/1645); 

� Rav Mordechai Schneerson of Vitebsk, (5668/1907); 

� Rav Eliezer Brish, Rav of Kutna, (5592/1831); 

� Rav Boruch Sholom Ashlag, mechaber of Bircas Sholom, and son of Rav Yehuda Ashlag, the 

Ba’al HaSulam and Shomati (“I heard”), the publication of his notes from his father’s 

teachings. His father, Rav Yehuda Leib, was the great Mekubol of the twentieth century, the 

Ba’al HaSulam on Zohar, (5752/1991). 

� 6th of Tishrei ~ Begins Monday Night (Sep 25th) 
� Rav Binyomin Zev Eiger, Rav of Leipnik, (5566/1805); 

� Rav Aryeh Leib, the Shpoler Zeide, (5572/1811); 

� Rav Avrohom Kalfon, Rav of Tripoli, Libya, (5580/1819); 

� Rav Mordechai of Tolna, (5632/1871); 

� Rav Noach Shachor of Biale, (5670/1909); 

� Rav Yisrael Taussig of Kiryas Mattersdorf, Yerushalayim, (5728/1967);  

� Rav Tzvi Hirsch HaKohen Kupshitz of Yerushalayim, (5736/1975). 

� 7th of Tishrei ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Sep 26th) 
� Birthday and Yahrtzeit of Zevulun ben Yaakov Avinu (1450 BCE). 

� Birthday of Dina bas Yaakov (2312). 



11 � HA’AZINU ~ SHABBOS SHUVA / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

� Rav Dovid Oppenheim (1664-1736), born to Rav Avraham Oppenheim in Worms. When 

he was young, he studied in the city of Metz, under Rav Gershon Ashkenazi (author of 

Avodas HaGershuni), Rav Yaakov, the father of the Chacham Tzvi, and in the yeshiva of 

Rav Yitzchak Binyamin Wolf (author of Nachlas Binyamin). In Elul of 1689, at the age of 

25, he succeeded Rav Binyamin Banet, as Rav of Nickolsburg, which included the entire 

state of Maherin. In 1702, he became Rav of Prague. In time, Rav Dovid was appointed Rav 

of the entire state of Moravia and, eventually, Rav of all Bohemia and served as Rav in 

Vienna. His eventual successor as Rav of Prague was the Noda B'Yehuda. His vast library 

serves as a tribute to his outstanding personality. The catalogue of the books in his library, 

published under the title, VaYikain Dovid lists hundreds of books. 

� Rav Avraham Kalfon (1735-1819). Born in Tripoli, Libya. Actually, in those days, Libya 

did not exist - the region was comprised of three independent regions, Cyrenaica, 

Tripolitania and Fazzan. He learned under several sages, most notably the Italian gadol, Rav 

Malachi ben Yaakov HaKohen, author of Yad Malachi, a sefer that discusses the 

methodology and rules of the Shas and poskim. Blessed with wealth from both his parents 

and his in-laws, Rav Avraham was able to devote himself to Torah his whole life. He was 

appointed sheikh (president) of Tripoli's kehillah, in 1778. By the time of Rav Avraham’s 

birth, Ahmed Karamanli controlled much of modern Libya. Karamanli was a member of the 

Sultan's household guard, assassinated Tripoli's evil Ottoman governor in 1711, and 

installed himself as a semi-independent ruler in his stead. As a result, Tripoli became a 

Corsair (Barbary pirate) base. 

� Rav Menachem Nachum of Makarov (1851), 4th of the 8 sons of Rav Mordechai, the 

Chernobyler Maggid. He married Hinda Mattel, daughter of Rav Yosef HaLevi Horowitz, 

the Admor of Turchin, who in turn was the son of the Chozeh of Lublin. In 1833, he became 

Rebbe in the town of Makarov. 

� Rav Yitzchak Michoel Pintzo of Italy (1812),Mechaber of Pri Yitzchak. 

� Rav Noach of Lechovitz (1775-1832), son of Rav Mordechai, the founder of the Lechovitz 

dynasty. As he had no sons, his Chassidim were divided as to his successor: some went to 

his talmid, Rav Moshe of Kobrin, some to his son-in-law, Rav Mordechai, and some to his 

nephew Rav Shlomo Chaim of Koidenov. His divrei Torah were written down by the 

previous Slonimer Rebbe, as Toras Avos.[According to some - 8th of Tishrei]. 

� Rav Yitzchak Isaac Friedman (1943), Mechaber of Nachlas Yitzchak. 

� 8th of Tishrei ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Sep 27th) 

� Rav Baruch Schneerson (1789), father of the Ba’al Hatanya. 

� Rav Elazar Nissan Teitelbaum (1855), of Drohbich. Rav Elazar Nissan Teitelbaum was the 

son of Rav Moshe, the Yismach Moshe of Ujhel. He was born in Shineve in Tammuz 

5546/1786. His father quotes some of the chiddushim he composed in his young years. Rav 

Elazar Nissan married the daughter of Rav Aharon, Rav of Chodorov. He settled in Drobich, 

where his wife’s grandfather Rav Nachum, Parness of the city, lived. He became Rav in 

Sighet in 5594/1834, remaining for six years. In 5600/1840 he moved to Ujhel, where his 

father lived. That year he received an offer to serve as Rav in Drobich, and he returned 

there. The next year, following the petira of his father, Rav Elazar Nissan was offered the 

position of Rav of Ujhel, but he turned down the offer, preferring to remain where he was. 

Although Chassidim began coming to Reb Elazar Nissan, he turned them away. Unlike his 
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father, Rav Elazar Nissan didn’t write down his divrei Torah. Some of his chiddushim and 

drashos are quoted by his father, and more by his son, Rav Yekusiel Yehuda, the Yetev Lev. 

His other sons were Rav Shmuel, Rav of Gorlitz, and Rav Nachum, Rav of Drobich. His 

son-in-law was Rav Yisrael Hakohen Rappaport of Tarnow, Mechaber of She’eilos 

U’Teshuvos Mahari HaKohen. 

� Rav Shimon Sofer (1930), Rav of Sandra and Paks. 

� Rav Avraham Yehoshua Heschel (1932), of Biala. 

� Rav Shlomo Benzion Twersky (1939), of Chernobyl. 

� Rav Binyomin Zeilberger, Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva Bais HaTalmud of Bensonhurst (1921-

2005). Born in Koenigshaufen, Germany. Shortly after Pesach in 1936, he was sent to learn 

at the Mirrer Yeshiva in Poland, due in part to his parents fears of Hitler. He was zocheh to 

hear a few shmuzzen by Rav Yeruchom before the mashgiach was nifter two months later. In 

1939, he traveled with the Mir Yeshiva, first to Vilna, then to Japan and Shanghai. In 1947, 

he traveled to America to learn in the newly established Mirrer Yeshiva. Soon, he married 

the daughter of Rav Yisrael Chaim Kaplan, a son-in-law of Rav Yeruchom. After the 

chasuna, Rav Binyomin joined Yeshiva Bais HaTalmud, which had recently been 

established by members of the Mir. There he remained as Rosh Yeshiva for decades. 

� Rav Noach Yaffa (1832), of Lechovitz. 

� 9th of Tishrei ~ Begins Thursday Night (Sep 28th) 
� Rebbe Elazar ben Rav Shimon (123 CE). 

� Rav Avraham Saba (1519), author of Tzror Hamor. 

� Rav Avraham Abali ben Chaim HaLevi Gumbiner (1634-1682), born in Gumbin, he 

witnessed the massacre of his parents in the Chmielnitzki pogroms at the age of 18. He 

escaped to Lissa, and then to Kalish, where he became Rosh Yeshiva and afterwards Dayan 

of the city. He is the author of Magen Avraham, a definitive commentary on the Orach 

Chaim section of the Shulchan Aruch. He also authored Zayis Ra’anan on Yalkut Shimoni. 

[According to Hamodia 2005- 3rdof Tishrei]. 

� Rav Yitzchak Yehuda Shmeliks (1905), the Bais Yitzchak. 

� Rav Yitzchak Zev Soloveitchik (Rav Velvel) – (1886-1959) of Brisk, also referred to as the 

Griz. Son and most prominent disciple of Rav Chaim Soloveitchik, succeeded his father in 

Brisk, survived World War II and moved to Eretz Yisrael. Among his descendents are Rav 

Dovid and Rav Yoshe Ber Soloveitchik. 

� Rav Eliezer Zusman Sofer, author of Et Sofer. 

� Rav Avraham Yehoshua Heschel Twersky (1895-1987), Admor of Machnova-Bnei Brak, 

grandson of the Maggid of Chernobyl.[According to Yated 2006 – 10th of Tishrei]. 

� Rav Yehuda Leib HaLevi Ashlag (1886-1954) of Yerushalayim. Rav Ashlag translated the 

Zohar into Hebrew from the original Aramaic, and he authored the Sulam, a commentary on 

the Zohar. Rav Ashlag reedited the Eitz Chaim which is the definitive Lurianic work on 

essence and cosmology. To this, he added a commentary transposing the somewhat abstract 

notion of Kli (receptacle) into the experientially more accessible term Ratzon (desire) in all 

its many permutations. This work is known as the Talmud Esser Sefiros.[According to some 

- 10th of Tishrei]. 
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� 10th of Tishrei ~ Begins Friday Night (Sep 29th) 
� Zecharia Cohen Godol. 

� Rebbe Akiva ben Yosef who was niftar al kiddush Hashem in Caesaria, 135. Born 50 CE, 

he received most of his teaching from Rebbe Eliezer HaGadol. Rebbe Akiva was one of 

four Tannaim who entered the Pardes. The others were Ben Azzai, Ben Zoma, and Acher 

[Elisha ben Avuya]. According to some, Rebbe Akiva was the redactor of the Sefer Yetzira. 

� Rav Achai Gaon(511), son of Rabba bar Ahuva. 

� Rav Naftali Chaim (1894), of Dzikov. 

� Rav Avraham Binyomin Silberberg (1962), the Pittsburgher Rav. 

� Rav Moshe Yitzchak Gevirtzman (Reb Itzikel) – (1976), of Pshevorsk and Belgium. 

� Rav Shlomo Shimshon Karelitz (1910-2001). Born in Vilna on Tisha B'Av, his father, Rav 

Mayer was a moreh tzedek and the right-hand-man of the Chofetz Chaim and Rav Chaim 

Ozer Grodzinsky. His grandfather was Rav Shemaryahu Karelitz, the Rav of Kosova. The 

Chazon Ish, Rav Avraham Yeshaya Karelitz, was Rav Shlomo Shimshon's uncle. When he 

was fourteen, Rav Shlomo Shimshon left Kosova and went to the Mirrer yeshiva, where he 

became the talmid muvhak of its mashgiach, Rav Yerucham Levovitz. Shortly before the 

rise of the Third Reich, Rav Shlomo Shimshon and his parents moved to Eretz Yisrael. 

Several years later, he served as a dayan in the Petach Tikvah bais din. His publications 

included Divrei Shlomo and Shu"t Ateres Yisrael on Choshen Mishpat and Even HaEzer. 

�  Rav Shimon Nosson Nuta Biderman (1931-2009), the Rebbe of Lelov from Bnei Brak, 

passed away on Yom Kippur at the age of 78. Passed away suddenly on the night of Yom 

Kippur (09/28/09), after leading the prayers. 



Y HILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’TZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKA Z 

WHAT’S BEHIND YAHRZEIT MEANINGS & CUSTOMS 
The Maharil, in Hilchos Taanis, teaches us that the reason why there is a custom to visit 

the Bais hachaim on a fast is because “this place is the resting place of the Tzaddikim and is 
therefore sanctified, pure and holy and our tefillos are more readily heard, accepted and 
answered when davened on holy ground. When you daven there, do not make requests of the 
dead who are buried there; rather ask Hashem to answer you mercifully in their merit. Then 
circle around the graves and donate charity before reciting tefillos.” 

בית הקברות הוא מקו� מנוחת הצדיקי� ומתו	 כ	 הוא מקו� קדוש וטהור התפילה נתקבלה 
ת שית� עליו רחמי� בזכות “א	 יבקש מהשי, א	 אל ישי� מגמתו נגד המתי�, ש� יותר

.וית� צדקה קוד� שיאמר התחינות, ויקי� הקברות, עפר הצדיקי� שוכני  
The Zohar in VaYeira page 71 teaches us that if we suffer any calamity or tragedy we have 

the custom to go and daven at the kevorim of Tzaddikim. The reason for this is that we approach 
them with fasting, remorse and repentance, and we have in mind that the departed souls ask and 
daven for us before Hashem on High, as opposed to the prohibition against speaking to the dead 
which is an idolatrous practice where the idol worshippers sought out the impure dead souls and 
bodies using sorcery and witchcraft. Instead, beseech our Tzaddikim who, in gan eden, are truly 
alive, and ask through tefilla and fasting and teshuva alone. 
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Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

    TishreiTishreiTishreiTishreiof of of of     
thththth
5555    ,,,,Rav Naftoli Katz of LublinRav Naftoli Katz of LublinRav Naftoli Katz of LublinRav Naftoli Katz of Lublin    

Rav Naftoli HaKohen Katz was born 
in Prague, the son of Rav Yitzchok 
HaKohen, son-in-law of the Maharal of 
Prague, and descendant of Maharam 
Padwa. 

His grandson and namesake, the 
Semichas Chachomim, records that Rav 
Naftoli was one of the most respected 
Rabbonim of his time, who exchanged 
Halachic correspondence with the Taz and 
other Gedolim. 

Rav Naftoli was a Maggid in Prague, 
and then a Dayan in Prostitz, Nicholsburg, 

and Pinsk. His final position was in Lublin, 
where he was Dayan and Rav. 

At the same time, the famous Rav 
Heschel of Cracow headed the Yeshiva in 
Lublin. 

His sons were Rav Yitzchok, Maggid 
in Prague and Lublin, and Rav Chaim, who 
succeeded to his position. 

Rav Naftoli was niftar on the 5th of 
Tishrei 5406/1645, and is buried in Lublin. 

Zecher Tzaddik livrocha. 
www.hamodia.com/features/this-day-in-history-5-tishreiseptember-9/ 

    

Rav Eliezer BrishRav Eliezer BrishRav Eliezer BrishRav Eliezer Brish,,,,    5555
thththth
    of Tishreiof Tishreiof Tishreiof Tishrei    

Rav of Kutna 

Rav Eliezer Brish was born in 
approximately the year 5534/1774 in Lisa. 
His father was Rav Moshe Yaakov. 

The city of Lisa was known in those 
years as a fortress of Torah. It was 
renowned for its Geonim, who became 
Rabbonim and Dayonim in many kehillos. 

The Rav and Rosh Yeshiva at that 
time was Rav Teveli, who taught thousands 
of bochurim in his Yeshiva. Among them 
was Rav Eliezer. 

In 5552/1792, Rav Eliezer married 
the daughter of Rav Yehuda from Lisa. 
After his marriage, Rav Eliezer founded his 
own Yeshiva, and in a short time he was 
asked to become the Maggid and Darshan 
of the kehilla. 

Many kehillos asked him to serve as 
their Rav. Rav Eliezer, out of humility and 
love for his hometown, ignored these 
tempting offers. 

Years later, in 5579/1819, when the 

kehilla of Kutna was seeking a new Rav, 
they agreed to support him and his family 
and to fully support a Yeshiva as well. It 
was difficult for Rav Eliezer to leave his 
hometown for good; it was also difficult for 
the members of the kehilla, who felt very 
close to him. But he made the decision to 
move on. 

In Kutna, Rav Eliezer was a strong 
leader. He also headed a large Yeshiva, 
where he delivered deep shiurim on many 
sugyos. His derech halimud was to write 
down all the difficulties he found with the 
sugya and then delve into its depths, 
answering all the questions. 

After serving as Rav there for nearly 
twelve years, Rav Eliezer was niftar in 
Kutna on the 5th of Tishrei 5592/1831. 

Some of his deroshos and hespedim 
were published under the name Pe’ulas 
Tzaddik. 

His son-in-law was Rav Shmuel 
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Brish – a nephew – who was Rav in Iniava. 

Zecher Tzaddik livrocha. 

www.hamodia.com/features/day-history-5-tishreiseptember-29/ 



Rav Aryeh LeibRav Aryeh LeibRav Aryeh LeibRav Aryeh Leib    of Shpolyaof Shpolyaof Shpolyaof Shpolya, 6, 6, 6, 6
thththth
    of Tishreiof Tishreiof Tishreiof Tishrei    

 The Shpoler Zeide 

Rav Aryeh Leib was a disciple of 
Rav Pinchas of Koretz. For a long time Rav 
Aryeh Leib was a 'nistar', a hidden tzaddik, 
until he was "forced" to reveal himself. The 
Shpole Zeide was a folk rebbe: singing, 
dancing, joyful. He consoled, encouraged, 
counseled, gave remedies, made peace 
between man and wife and between 
parents and children, defended the weak, 
threatened the strong with spiritual 
punishment, and stood up in defense of the 
abused Jewish arrendators [lessees]. He 
was well-known as a man who intimidated 
the aristocrats, who would beat their 
"Moshkes," let dogs loose upon them and 
throw them with their families into dark 
cellars. Like other tzaddikim of his 
generation, the Shpole Zeide distributed 
everything he had to the poor. Like a true 
folk rebbe, he was a loyal spokesman for 
the Jews before heaven. He would always 
argue before the Master of the world: 
"What do you want from your people 
Israel? In their place, in such a bitter exile, 
another people would not keep one 
commandment. Yet Your people Israel 
keep the commandments and perform so 
many good deeds."  

The Shpoler Zeide, was antagonistic 
to Rav Nachman of Breslov. When some of 
the Zeide's students heckled Rav Nachman, 
the Zeide censored them. Every movement 
needed opposition, he explained. He had 
been providing a service.  

 

How he received the name: The 
Shpoler Zeide... 

For many years the Ba’al Shem Tov, 
who founded the chassidic movement, was 

a "hidden tzaddik" and very few were 
aware of his greatness. During these years, 
the Ba’al Shem Tov visited many towns and 
villages throughout Eastern Europe. On 
one such occasion, he stayed at the home of 
Rav Baruch in the city of Uman. Although 
Rav Baruch had never met his unexpected 
guest before, he greeted him warmly and 
provided him with his best hospitality. For 
example, when he saw the Ba’al Shem 
Tov's skinny and emaciated horse, he 
immediately gave him a healthier and 
stronger animal of his own. That night Rav 
Baruch noticed a strange light radiating 
from his visitor's bedroom. Out of curiosity, 
he peeped through the keyhole. The 
intensity of the light, combined with the 
realization that his guest must be a very 
righteous individual, caused Rav Baruch to 
faint. At the sound of his fall, the Ba’al 
Shem Tov opened the door. On seeing his 
host lying there unconscious, he 
immediately tried to revive him.  

When Rav Baruch opened his eyes, 
he started to cry. "Please forgive me," he 
begged. "I had no idea that you were such a 
great and righteous person. If I had known, 
I would have shown you much more 
respect." The Ba’al Shem Tov reassured 
him that he had not treated him 
disrespectfully at all and asked him why he 
had fainted. "I saw that you were bathed in 
a great light," replied Rav Baruch. "And 
there was a man dressed in white with a 
long beard who was standing with you." 
"The old man was your distinguished 
ancestor, the Maharal of Prague," 
explained the Baal Shem Tov. "The 
Maharal of Prague knew that you are 
destined to have a holy son that will bear 
his soul. You have merited the privilege of 
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such a holy son since you and your wife 
Rachel are G-d fearing people who do so 
much charity. You are to name your child 
Aryeh Leib after the Maharal".  

As Rav Baruch did not yet have any 
children, he was very excited about 
receiving such a blessing. Sure enough, 
about a year later his baby son was born. 
The Ba’al Shem Tov attended the bris 
milah. During the ceremony, the turn came 
for one of the guests to bless the child, all 
the spectators heard a strange blessing. The 
poor man (The Ba’al Shem Tov) placed his 
right hand upon the baby and said, "My 
father once explained the whole concept of 
a Bris (circumcision) as entering the 
covenant of Avraham Avinu. It was written 
'And Avraham was old - Zaken.' Zaken also 
means grandfather. Our forefather 
Avraham became the grandfather of Klal 
Israel. Let it be Hashem's will, that you 
shall be a grandfather (Zeide in Yiddish) to 
the Jews." 

 His blessing caused everyone to 
smile. Later, if someone chanced to meet 
the happy parents he would ask them how 
the Sabale (little grandfather) was coming 
along. And the name Saba (Zeide) stuck to 
the boy for the rest of his life. 

May the merit of the tzaddik Rav 
Aryeh Leib protect us all, Amen. 

www.rabbishimon.com/tzadikim/showz.php?p=shpole.htm 

 

The Rebbe's Cossack Dance 

Rav Leib, the Shpoler Zeide, once 
led the congregation in prayer on Friday 
night in the shul of Rav Avraham 
Hamalach ("the Angel"), son of the 
Maggid of Mezritch, successor to the Ba’al 
Shem Tov. After the singing of "Lecha 
Dodi", the Zeide danced for a long time -- 
wondrous dances spinning round and 
round with astonishingly quick and 
graceful steps. Those watching saw his 
tremendous enthusiasm as he seemed to 
cast off his material self in joyous dance. 

Watching the Zeide dance, the 
Malach was extremely moved. Afterwards, 
he went over to him and said, "I see that 
Your Honor is an expert in the art of 
dancing. It is also apparent that you know 
the secrets of dancing before the Shabbos 
Bride and Queen, unifying the Name with 
every step of yours! Tell me, where did you 
learn to dance so beautifully?" 

The Zeide said that he had learned 
the secret from the Ba’al Shem Tov, and 
the art of dance from Eliyahu HaNavi 
(Eliyahu the Prophet). This is the story he 
told: 

During the period when the Zeide 
was traveling from town to town in self-
imposed exile, he heard about a village Jew 
who had not paid his rent to the local poritz 
(landowner). While the poritz was not an 
especially evil man, his estate manager was 
a wicked drunkard and a Jew-hater who 
persuaded the nobleman to punish the 
Jewish villager severely. 

There was a deep pit in the poritz's 
courtyard where prisoners were let down 
by rope. Once a week a little bread and 
water was sent down to the unfortunate 
man inside. The prisoner would remain in 
the pit until the poritz's next birthday, 
when he would be taken out, dressed in a 
bearskin, and led by a man -- known as the 
"bear-keeper" -- who was an expert dancer. 
The "bear" and his "keeper" would go to the 
poritz's lavish birthday party, to which all 
the noblemen from the surrounding 
countryside were invited, as well as the 
poritz's family and friends. 

Then the "bear-keeper" would signal 
the band to strike up a tune. If the gentile 
"keeper" was able to dance better than the 
Jewish "bear," the Jew would be thrown to 
the ground and the cruel guards would 
seize him and hurl him at a pack of vicious 
dogs. If, however, the Jew danced better 
than his "keeper," he would be set free. Not 
only that, but he would be given permission 
to attack his "keeper" and beat him to 
death. 
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Naturally, it was next to impossible 
for the Jewish prisoners to save 
themselves, as they did not know how to 
dance to the gentile tunes. Not only that, 
but the prisoners were exhausted and 
weakened by their long ordeal in the pit 
and the heavy bearskin they were forced to 
wear made moving difficult. From the start, 
they were doomed. 

"Eliyahu," the Zeide of Shpoler said, 
"commanded me to go to the village and 
hire myself out as a tutor. Once there, I was 
to find out how it was possible to free the 
Jewish prisoner in the pit. 

"After I discovered where the pit was 
located on the poritz's property, Eliyahu 
ordered me to take the Jew out of the pit 
and put myself in his place so that, on the 
poritz's birthday, I would dance better than 
my 'keeper.' 

"I told him that I did not know how 
to dance, and could certainly not dance 
better than the 'keeper.' He then taught me 
all kinds of dances and their names. When 
I knew all the dance steps perfectly, I 
lowered myself into the poritz's pit, calmed 
the prisoner and refreshed him with a little 
whiskey, and switched clothes with him, 
putting on his filthy worn out garments. 
The prisoner went up the ladder I had 
lowered, pulling it up behind him, and I 
stayed in the pit in his place, awaiting the 
big day. 

"It came at last. At midnight, I heard 
drunken laughter. My 'keeper' was the 
wicked estate manager. He pulled me out of 
the pit and dressed me in a bearskin. Then 
he led me, with a rope around my neck, in 
front of the merrymakers to the poritz's 
palace. I crawled on all fours so that it 
should not occur to them I was not the 
same Jew, and groaned as if I was in pain 
and unable to walk. 

"My arrival was greeted with 
raucous laughter. All the guests were highly 
amused at the spectacle of a humiliated 
Jew. Suddenly, the signal was given and the 

announcement made: If the 'bear' danced 
best, he would be set free. If not, the dogs 
would teach him to dance! 

"There was more loud laughter from 
the guests. A lively Kazak (Cossack) tune 
began, and my 'keeper,' the estate manager, 
began to dance. I began to dance, too, but 
slowly and sluggishly, as would be 
appropriate for a half-starved man who 
hadn't stretched his legs in weeks. The 
audience enjoyed it immensely, as they 
waited for me to drop in my place, 
exhausted.  

"To their surprise, I gradually 
stepped up my pace, until finally I was 
dancing more quickly and also more 
beautifully than the shocked estate 
manager. He tried to keep up, but in his 
drunkenness he lost his balance and fell to 
the ground. The audience switched their 
preference, as they cheered me on and 
mercilessly taunted the fallen 'keeper'. I too 
made fun of him, and began to sing in time 
with the gentile music, 'Hupp Kazak, haha 
haha haha, up Cossack, get up if you can.' 
Then I jumped on him with a bear's roar 
and began to rain blows on him until some 
of the guests stopped me. 

"The poritz could not accept my 
victory, and once again gave the signal for 
another round of music to start. It was a 
different melody this time, a marzurka, but 
the result was the same: the Jew in the 
bearskin danced wonderfully while the 
gentile fell to the ground and was beaten. 
At last, I was declared the winner and set 
free." 

The Shpoler Zeide finished his story 
and smiled. "Now you understand where I 
learned to dance so well." 

Rav Avraham Hamalach replied, "If 
so, your dances are better than our 
prayers!" 
[Adapted by Yerachmiel Tilles from "Stories of Elijah the Prophet" 

(Yisrael Klapholtz), "Stories my Grandfather told me" (Mesorah) by 

Zev Greenwald and from chassidic oral traditions]     ~     

www.ascentofsafed.com/Stories/Stories/5769/594-29.html 
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Fit To Be Tried 

The famine in Russia that year was 
worse that anybody could ever remember. 
Slowly but surely the markets became bare 
and soon there was only a meager selection 
of vegetables and the barest amount of 
groat bread and margarine for sale.  

Letters from all over Russia began to 
arrive in Shpola. These emergency 
messages were addressed to the Tzaddik, 
the Shpoler Zeide, for he had always been 
able provide for the poor and downtrodden 
of his people. He was called the Zeide, 
(grandfather) on account of his great 
spiritual and practical benevolence. He 
himself was in such anguish over the 
famine that he could only partake of a few 
bites of bread and some tea for weeks on 
end. Who could beseech Hashem that the 
decree be rescinded. Even the Gentiles 
looked to the Jews for help them, and the 
Jews looked to the Shpoler Zeide. Still, 
Hashem wasn't answering prayers for food. 
The famine spread.  

The Shpoler Zeide decided on a bold 
course of action. He requested 10 of the 
generation's most venerated Tzaddikim 
including, Rav Zusha of Anipoli, Rav 
Shimshon of Shipitovka and Rav Wolf of 
Zhitomir, to meet with him in Shpola. 

When they had all finally arrived a 
few days later, he seated them around a 
long and broad table then arose to address 
them. "My Masters', I have decide to press 
charges and to take the Almighty to court. 
While according to the law of the Torah, 
the plaintiff must take his case to the place 
where the defendant is located, 
nevertheless Hashem is called Makom (the 
place) and there is no place devoid of His 
presence. Not only this, but as we all know, 
a place where there is a gathering of 10 
men is considered a dwelling place of the 
Shechinah (divine presence). Therefore, the 
court case will conduct here in this 
chamber". The attendant then announced, 

"Rav Aryeh Leib ben Rachel hereby 
summons the Almighty to a lawsuit in this 
location three days from now." 

For the next three days, the 
Tzaddikim fasted and prayed, allowing no 
one to interrupt them. On the fourth day, 
wrapped in his Tallis and crowned in his 
Tefillin, the Shpoler Zeide instructed his 
attendant to call the court to order.  

The Shpoler Zeide presented his 
case. "In the name of all of the men, women 
and children in Russia, I come to claim that 
the defendant, The Almighty, is failing to 
live up to His obligation to His People. 
Instead of sustaining them as is written, 
"He opens up His hand and satisfies every 
living thing with His favor" (Tehillim 145), 
he is allowing them to perish from hunger." 
"Does not the Torah itself state, 'For the 
Children of Israel are bondsmen to me, 
they are my bondsmen . . .'? (Shemos 
25:55) They belong to the Almighty for 
eternity. And doesn't the Law as stated in 
the Mechilta and the Talmud require the 
master to provide for the wife and children 
of the bondsman? How can the Almighty 
disregard His own Torah?  

Now, I can imagine that some 
prosecuting angel might argue in the 
defense of the Almighty that these servants 
do not serve the Master properly as they 
should. 'Nevertheless', I would answer him, 
'Where is written that if the servant is lazy 
and unfaithful therefore his wife and 
children should suffer? Furthermore, it is 
all the fault of the Master Himself. For He 
burdened His servants with a Yezter Hara 
(base inclination), which constantly tries 
his loyalty. I am confident that were it not 
for this Yezter Hara, they would provide 
the Almighty with the most praiseworthy 
service."  

With that, the Shpoler Zeide fell 
silent. He slumped into his chair, 
exhausted from the ordeal of bringing a 
lawsuit against the Almighty. Clutching his 
head in his hands, he awaited the verdict.  
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The judges huddled, discussing the 
case amongst themselves for some time in 
hushed, solemn tones. Finally, Rav Zusha 
rose to his feet to announce the verdict.  

"The court finds", he declared, "that 
justice is with Rav Aryeh Leib ben Rochel. 
The Almighty is therefore obligated to find 
whatever means He deems appropriate to 
provide for His people. It is our prayer that 
the Heavenly Court concur with the 
decision of this court."  

Then all the Tzaddikim rose to their 
feet, and declared the verdict aloud three 
times in unison, sealing the outcome.  

The Shpoler Zeide jumped to his feet 
with great joy, and called for refreshments 
to be served. The food restored their 
strength a bit and they buoyantly drank 
L'Chayim together, celebrating the victory. 
Then each Tzaddik left to return to his 
home town in expectation of the salvation 
to come.  

It was only five days later that the 
Russian government announced that they 
would soon be bringing inexpensive wheat 
and other grains from Siberia over a 
previously inaccessible route. The price of 
available grain plunged, as merchants 
scrambled to cash in before the arrival of 
the new stock.  

Within the month, new supplies 
were on the market. That whole year, even 
the family with the most humble of means 
had plenty to eat.  

www.nishmas.org/stories/fittried.htm 

 

The Shpoler Zeide’s Purim play 

Once a Jew named Reb Mendel 
came to the tzaddik Rav Aryeh Leib of 
Shpola, asking for help. At a glance, the 
rebbe could see that he was terribly upset.  

“Rebbe, I don’t know what to do!” 
the man said. “A year ago, I left my home in 
Rumania to come to Russia, together with 
my wife and family. We hoped to get a new 
start in life, but we’ve had no luck. In 

addition to all the expenses of moving, 
which I don’t know how I’ll pay, I have now 
received official papers demanding that I 
appear in court on charges of stealing 
money from the government.” 

“Believe me, Rebbe, I never touched 
a penny that wasn’t mine in my whole life. I 
don’t know what it’s all about. Rebbe! What 
am I to do?” 

“Don’t be worried,” said Rav Aryeh 
Leib, trying to calm him down. “Tell me, 
where is the trial to take place?” 

“Here in Russia,” Reb Mendel 
replied. “They wanted to take me back to 
Rumania, but the Russian government 
protected me.” 

“Good. It’s best to be on your own 
ground. Is there a date for the trial?” 

“Yes, it’s scheduled for ——.” 

“Have it changed,” the rebbe said 
sharply. “Do everything in your power to 
make sure the trial takes place on Purim 
day! Do you have a lawyer?” 

“No, Rebbe. Not yet!” 

The rebbe paused for a moment and 
then said, “Reb Mendel, I’ll make you a 
deal. I know a certain girl who is soon to 
get married. The poor girl is an orphan, 
with no father or mother to help her. I am 
trying to do what I can. She still needs 300 
rubles for the wedding. If you get me the 
money for her, I will get you a good 
lawyer.” 

Reb Mendel was overjoyed. 300 
rubles was a lot of money, but Reb Mendel 
immediately handed the sum to the rebbe. 
Filled with good hope, he turned to go. 

“Wait, Reb Mendel. How will you 
know who your lawyer is?” said the rebbe. 
Reb Mendel gazed at the rebbe without 
speaking. “Listen, don’t worry. He will 
meet you in the courtroom on Purim day. 
You will be able to recognize him by his 
white hat and red gloves. Is that a good 
enough sign?” 

Reb Mendel smiled gratefully. 
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“Thank you, Rebbe,” he said. 

Reb Mendel returned home and 
immediately began carrying out the rebbe’s 
instructions. He began going to the offices 
of the court, filing papers and speaking to 
officials in order to have the date of the 
trial changed. At first, he met with no 
success. Refusing to take no for an answer, 
he kept on trying, until at last he 
succeeded. The trial was set for Purim day. 

Shortly before the trial, Reb Mendel 
sent a letter to the rebbe enclosing more 
money to be distributed to the needy on 
Purim, and asking for the rebbe’s blessing. 

Finally, the day of the trial arrived. 
In the Shpoler Zeide’s shul, everyone was in 
an excited Purim mood. 

Following his yearly custom, Rav 
Aryeh Leib prepared to make his Purim 
play. He gave instructions to his students 
and to the people of the town who would be 
the actors, but no one really knew what the 
play was about. 

One of the townsfolk was instructed 
to play the part of a Jew named Reb 
Mendel. Another was to be Reb Mendel’s 
old friend who had turned against him, and 
was in fact the chief witness for the 
prosecution. 

The judge was to be played by the 
Rav of the town. The prosecutor, who was 
trying to prove Reb Mendel’s guilt, was told 
to cover his face with black paint. The 
Shpoler Zeide himself dressed up as Reb 
Mendel’s lawyer. He put a white scarf 
around his fur shtreimel, and wore red 
gloves. 

The trial began. First the “chief 
justice” read the charges. Then the 
“prosecutor” with the black face tried to tell 
the court what a terrible person “Reb 
Mendel” was, a hardened criminal and a 
thief. However, all the townsfolk watching 
the play kept interrupting him and 
laughing at everything he said. 

Next, “Reb Mendel’s former friend” 
took the stand. He told the court that the 

true reason “Reb Mendel” had moved to 
Russia was in order to run away from the 
law. He had found a chest of golden coins 
belonging to the government of Rumania, 
and now he was trying to make off with the 
money. 

Then two “witnesses on Reb 
Mendel’s side” were called to take the 
stand. They testified just the opposite. They 
told the court how they had seen the 
“friend” demanding a huge sum of money 
from Reb Mendel. When Reb Mendel 
refused to give him the money, the “friend” 
threatened to make big trouble. 

Finally, the Shpoler Zeide, dressed 
up as Reb Mendel’s lawyer, made his 
speech. He showed how the whole case was 
based on a lie, made up by the wicked 
“friend.” He proved that there never was a 
chest of gold; and even if there had been 
one, and Reb Mendel had found it, the 
Rumanian government could not legally 
claim a penny. Everyone was spellbound, 
and hung on to his every word. 

At last came the verdict. The 
“judge,” who was the Rav of the town, 
declared Reb Mendel innocent. Reb 
Mendel’s wicked “friend” was reproached 
and sent off in shame. The “prosecutor” 
with the black face was grabbed and 
pushed out of court, and told to go wash his 
face. 

Then the Shpoler Zeide and all his 
followers sat down to their festive Purim 
meal. In the middle of their rejoicing, a 
message from the real Reb Mendel arrived. 
The trial had gone splendidly! He was free! 
He would return to Shpola at once. 

A few days later, Reb Mendel 
showed up and told everyone about the 
trial and his wonderful lawyer. People 
opened their eyes in disbelief. It was 
exactly what had happened in the Shpoler 
Zeide’s Purim play! 

Reb Mendel could not wait to see the 
tzaddik. “Thank you, Rebbe,” he said. “You 
sent me an amazing lawyer. Everyone said 
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they had never heard anyone like him 
before! Most important of all, here I am. 
Free! He saved my life!” 

“I am so glad to hear it,” said the 
rebbe. “Do you by any chance know who 
that lawyer was?” 

“No, Rebbe,” Reb Mendel replied. 

“So I will tell you. He was a holy 
angel from heaven, created by the charity 
you gave to help that orphan girl get 

married. 

“If you are lucky, you may see him 
again. After 120 years, when you will be 
summoned to Hashem’s court in heaven to 
account for what you did in this world, he 
may come again to be your lawyer and to 
speak in your defense!”  

Originally published in The Moshiach Times, a high quality 

children's magazine, published by Tzivos Hashem.
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Rav of Tripoli, Libya 

Rav Avraham Kalfon was born in 
Libya in 5495/1735. His father was Rav 
Refael. The family was a distinguished one, 
their lineage stemming from Parnassim 
and Dayanim. Rav Avraham writes of 
himself that he was appointed Parnass in 
Tripoli in 5535/1775, holding the post until 
5541/1781, with another term from 
5552/1792 until 5558/1798. 

He was fluent in both nigleh and 
nistar. 

Rav Avraham was interested in 
history and searched through archives for 
manuscripts, becoming fluent in the Jewish 
history of ancient Tripoli. He had a special 
relationship with the Chida; the two 
exchanged many letters. In 5564/1804, 

Rav Avraham went to Livorno, living there 
near the Chida for a year and a half. 

Rav Avraham was renowned for his 
acts of tzedaka, especially for needy 
talmidei chachamim. His love of Eretz 
Yisrael impelled him to move there in 
5566/1806. He settled in Tzefas, where he 
remained for the rest of his life. 

Rav Avraham was niftar on Shabbos 
Shuvah, 6th of Tishrei, 5580/1819, at the 
age of 84.He wrote numerous sefarim. The 
best known is Chayei Avraham, on the 
reasons for the mitzvos. 

Zecher tzaddik livrachah. 
www.hamodia.com/features/this-day-in-history-6-tishreiseptember-

10/
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Someone once asked Rav Noach of 
Lechovitz, “Isn’t prayer what we do when 
we praise the King for all the great things 
that He does, or ask Him to fulfill our 
needs? Why does the Gemara call it a 
service, an avodah, of the heart?” 

 

Rav Noach responded, “The heart is 

like a field. It is only after a field has been 
well worked that one can plant in it and 
look forward to a good harvest. Before a 
field is worked, it is not worthy of being 
called a field. It is merely a desolate plot of 
land. The heart is the same. Prayer works 
our hearts out thoroughly and gives us the 
ability to connect to Hashem and feel the 
way a Jew should!” 
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The Brokenhearted Sinner 

Once, Rav Noach was in the 
company of his father’s disciple, Rav 
Michele, when someone asked, “Who is 
preferable: a sinful man who actually sins, 
yet deep inside he is heartbroken over his 
misdeeds, recognizing how low he has 
fallen, or someone who does not actually 
sin, but his mind is full of bad thoughts 
while he considers himself a Tzaddik?” 
They debated and agreed that they 
preferred the brokenhearted sinner. At 
least in the end he decides to repent and do 

teshuva, whereas the other, delusional 
fellow will never do so.  

(Toras Avos, Teshuvah). 

 

The Ba’al Shem Tov’s Implants  

Rav Noach of Lechovitch taught that 
the Ba’al Shem Tov came down to this 
world to insert and implant the roots of 
sincere humility and true joy and simcha 
into the hearts of Bnei Yisrael. Their 
opposites are depression, sadness and 
frivolous cheer.  

(Toras Avos #11). 

 

Rav Binyomin Zeilberger,Rav Binyomin Zeilberger,Rav Binyomin Zeilberger,Rav Binyomin Zeilberger,    8888
thththth
    of Tishreiof Tishreiof Tishreiof Tishrei    

Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva Bais HaTalmud 

 

Rav Binyomin Zeilberger was born 
in 5682/1922 in the small German village 
of Koenig-Shaufen, not far from Wurzberg. 
In one of his sefarim, Rav Binyomin writes 
that his father was an ish tam v’yashar, 
v’yerei Elokim — “a straight, upright and 
G-d-fearing person.” 

Rav Binyomin was educated in the 
German-Jewish schools of that time, where 
he learned both Jewish and secular 
subjects. Rav Shamshon Raphael Weiss, a 
German Jew who had learned in the Mirrer 
Yeshiva in Poland, was a teacher there. 
RavWeiss often sent his students on trips 
to visit the Mirrer Yeshiva. One of these 
bachurim told the young Binyomin 
Zeilberger, 14 years old at the time, about 
his trip and the impression it made on him. 
Binyamin became enamored of the idea of 
going to learn in Mir. 

At that point, Rav Binyomin was at a 
crossroads: he had to decide which of two 
German schools he would attend to 
complete his studies. “If I have to change 
schools, why shouldn’t I go to the Mirrer 
Yeshiva, about which I have heard such 

glowing reports?” he thought. 

Soon afterwards, his parents 
realized that the situation for Jews in 
Hitler’s Germany was deteriorating. They 
decided it would be a good idea for their 
son to leave Germany, so they allowed him 
to go to learn in Mir. 

He arrived in Mir after Pesach of 
5696/1936. At that time the Mashgiach, 
Rav Yeruchem Levovitz was ailing. 
Nevertheless, the 14-year-old bachur from 
Germany managed to hear several 
shmuessen from the Mashgiach before his 
petira two months later. Rav Yeruchem’s 
countenance and his approach to mussar 
had a profound impact on the bachur. He 
attached himself to the great talmidim of 
the Rav and through them forged a bond to 
Toras hamussar of Rav Yeruchem. 

As the winds of war gathered over 
Europe in 1939, Rav Binyomin fled Poland 
with the Mirrer Yeshiva to independent 
Vilna, Lithuania. As is known, the yeshiva 
ultimately made its way across Russia to 
Japan and finally settled in Shanghai, 
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where it remained for the duration of the 
war. 

Arriving in America with the yeshiva 
in 5707/1947, Rav Binyomin learned in the 
newly-established Mirrer Yeshiva in 
Brooklyn, New York. He married the 
daughter of Rav Yisrael Chaim Kaplan, 
son-in-law of Rav Yeruchem and a ba’al 
mussar who was Rosh Yeshiva’h and 
Mashgiach of Bais Medrash Elyon in 
Monsey. With his marriage, Rav Binyamin 
became a grandson to Rav Yeruchem 
Levovitz. 

After his chasuna, Rav Binyomin 
joined the newly established Yeshiva Bais 
HaTalmud. Within its walls he transmitted 
Torah and yirah to generations of 
talmidim for the rest of his life, vigilant to 
ensure that the yeshiva’s unique ruach 

would remain unchanged from that forged 
by its founders. 

During the last segment of his life, 
when Rav Binyomin was diagnosed with a 
terminal illness, the grandeur of a lifetime 
of Torah and middos was revealed. 
Although he was often in great pain, family 
members never heard him complain or cry 
out in pain. On the contrary, one usually 
saw him with a smile on his face. 

On the 7th of Tishrei 5766/2005, 
Rav Binyomin Zeilberger was niftar. He 
was buried on Har Hazeisim next to his 
illustrious father-in-law, Harav Yisrael 
Chaim Kaplan. 

Zecher tzaddik livrachah. 
www.hamodia.com/features/this-day-in-history-7-tishreiseptember-

11/
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Rav Velvel ~ The Brisker Rav 

 

The Brisker Rav Doesn't Know About 
Shema, But Knows About Closing A 
Gemara 

The Shulchan Aruch says that if a 
person does not say Krias Shema right 
before sunrise, he must still say it as early 
as possible and not wait until the Shiur. 

Rav Michel Shurkin (Meged Givos 
Olam 2:3) tells a story that he heard from 
Rav Moshe Shmuel Shapira about someone 
who came to the Brisker Rav and told him 
that he has a chavrusa (a fixed session of 
learning) before davening.  He wanted to 
know if he may learn then or he must 
daven right away in order to say Shema as 
close to Netz HaChama as possible. 

The Brisker Rav answered that he 
did not know the answer to his question. 
However he said  "since there exists a 
possibility of doubt, the general rule that I 
suggest that one should follow is one never 
closes his Gemara if there is the slightest 

doubt in the world that he must do so." 
www.revach.net/avodah/olam-hatorah/The-Brisker-Rov-Doesnt-

Know-About-Shema-But-Knows-About-Closing-A-Gemara/4581 

 

The House Of Brisk Became 
Chassidish When It Came To The 
Shineva Rebbe 

One time when a number of Sanzer 
Chassidim came to visit the Brisker Rav, he 
told them that he was a Shineva Chassid. 
(The Shineva Rebbe, Rav Yechezkel 
Halberstam, was the son of the Divrei 
Chaim the founder of the Sanzer dynasty 
Rav Chaim Halberstam). They all looked at 
him in shock. The Brisker Rav the leader of 
Lithuanian Jewry a Chassid?!? 

The Brisker Rav them told them that 
when the Shineva Rebbe came to Brisk, the 
people of Brisk came out to greet him 
carrying torches in his honor. His 
grandfather the Bais HaLevi was among 
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them.  The Brisker Rav said I know with 
certainty that absolutely nothing impressed 
my grandfather except for Torah and Yiras 
Shamayim. If he went to greet the Shineva 
Rebbe, it was because apparently he was 
head and shoulders above everyone else in 
those areas. Therefore I am a Shineva 
Chassid! 

One time when the Shineva came to 
visit the Bais HaLevi, he was accompanied 
by many Chassidim.  Before the entrance to 
the house, he told his Chassidim that they 
should not accompany him into the house. 
The Bais Halevi is a Misnaged and is 
opposed to Chassidim. He does not 
approve of our ways and he may not 
appreciate all of you entering with me. 

Apparently, the Bais HaLevi was 
right near the door waiting to greet his 
guest and overheard the conversation. He 
turned to the Shineva and said, "Shalom 
Aleichem and Baruch Haba." Then he 
smiled and said, "May the Rebbe of Shineva 
enter and may his Chassidim enter with 
him. Consider yourselves to be in a house 
of Chassidim!" 

www.revach.net/stories/gadlus/The-House-Of-Brisk-Became-

Chassidishe-When-It-Came-To-The-Shineveh-Rebbe/4247 

 

The Divrei Chaim Is Happy Being a 
"Hedyot" And The Brisker Rav A 
"Boor" 

The Brisker Rav was once in Krenitz 
and stayed in the home of one of the 
Talmidei Chachomim of the city. When 
putting on his tefillin, the Brisker Rav 
looked in the mirror to make sure his 
Tefillin were straight. His host became very 
mad since the great Divrei Chaim was 
vehemently against people looking in the 
mirror to check their tefillin. 

Not having the nerve to confront the 
Brisker directly, his host left the Sefer 
Divrei Chaim with a bookmark on the 
relevant tshuva on the breakfast table, to 
send the Brisker Rav a not so subtle 

message. 

Upon arriving to breakfast and 
seeing the Sefer, the Brisker Rav realized 
the problem and called over his host. He 
said to him, I see you are a Chassid, so I 
will explain this to you in terms you will 
understand. One time when it rained on 
succos everyone left the succah, except the 
Divrei Chaim. They asked him why he 
won't leave since the Gemara says that 
whoever remains in the succah in the rain 
is a "Hedyot" and is making a mistake. The 
Divrei Chaim answered, you can call me a 
Hedyot but I cannot leave my beloved 
succah. 

Similarly explained the Brisker Rav, 
you can call me a "Boor" (a big Am 
Ha'Aretz), as the Divrei Chaim calls 
someone who looks in the mirror to put on 
tefillin.  However, I will still look in the 
mirror because all I care about is that I 
wear my tefillin in accordance with 
halacha.  (Peninim U'Parparos Al 
HaTorah). 

www.revach.net/hanhagos/maaseh-rav/The-Divrei-Chaim-Is-

Happy-Being-a-Hedyot-And-The-Brisker-Rov-A-Boor/2871 

 

The Brisker Rav Sleeps Tight As The 
Bombs Rain Down 

Whenever the Brisker Rav was in 
place fraught with danger, he would search 
high and low to find the safest place of 
refuge. He would obsessively weigh the 
pros and cons of each place and endlessly 
debate what to do. Even when he decided 
he was wrapped in fear of his decision.  

Yet when he was trapped in Warsaw 
away from his home and family at the 
outbreak of World War II, as Warsaw was 
being bombarded by the Nazi war machine, 
he did not make any issue of his place of 
shelter and always looked calm and went to 
sleep peacefully. 

When asked to explain this 
seemingly strange behavior, he said that 
when he is in a place of danger he has 
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Chiyuv Min HaTorah to protect his life. He 
treats this like any other mitzva and wants 
to make sure he fulfills his obligation in the 
best way possible. The consequences of 
erring would mean causing his own death 
and he would be held responsible for it. 
This was a scary undertaking. However, he 
explained, right now in Warsaw there is no 
safe place and any possible shelter is 
equally dangerous.  That means that I have 
no responsibility to take action. Of course I 
am relaxed. It is the Kiyum HaMitzva that 
worries me, not the Nazi bombs. 

www.revach.net/hanhagos/maaseh-rav/The-Brisker-Rov-Sleeps-

Tight-As-The-Bombs-Rain-Down/3816 

 

Brisker Rav: Look Inside To See If 
It's Night 

When he lived in Brisk, the Brisker 
Rav was noheg to wait a long time after 
Shkia before he considered it Tzais 
HaKochavim. In Brisk, the time between 
sunset and nightfall was rather lengthy.  He 
continued this minhag even after coming 
to Eretz Yisrael, where in a short period of 
time after Shkia it is black like midnight. 

Rav Yechezkel Abramsky went to 
Rav's home one night after Shkia to ask 
him about this minhag. Why is the Rav so 
makpid to wait so long? If the Rav would 
come outside he can plainly see with his 

own eyes that it is already pitch black! 

The Brisker Rav answered him that 
he was looking in the wrong place to find 
the night sky.  Instead of looking outside he 
should come in and look inside the 
Gemara. What one sees on the outside is 
not interesting! 

www.revach.net/stories/story-corner/Brisker-Rov-Look-Inside-To-

See-If-Its-Night/4189 

 

Kol Nidrei Night With The Brisker 
Rav 

One year after Kol Nidrei, the 
Brisker Rav took his son in law, Rav 
Yechiel Michel Feinstein to go for a walk. 
Perturbed, Rav Yechiel Michel asked the 
Brisker as delicately as possible, if this was 
the time they should be taking a stroll. The 
Brisker Rav answered, "I am surprised at 
you. If this is not the time to take a walk, 
then we should never go any day of the 
year. This walk however is not for pleasure, 
it is for my health as instructed by my 
doctor. Therefore there is no difference 
between Yom Kippur or any other day. (As 
told by Rav Moshe Shmuel Shapira –
Uv’Dos V'Hanhagos L'Bais Brisk). 
www.revach.net/hanhagos/maaseh-rav/Kol-Nidrei-Night-With-The-

Brisker-Rov/2849

 

Rav Yehuda Leib Rav Yehuda Leib Rav Yehuda Leib Rav Yehuda Leib HaLevi HaLevi HaLevi HaLevi AshlagAshlagAshlagAshlag, 9, 9, 9, 9
thththth
    of Tishreiof Tishreiof Tishreiof Tishrei    

The Ba’al Hasulam 

The Ba’al Hasulam, Rebbe Yehuda 
Leib HaLevi Ashlag, is one of the greatest 
kabbalists of the modern era; and it is due 
to him that the study of kabbala is within 
the grasp of the layman, enabling him to 
fulfill the wish of Chazal that the Jew study 
all areas of the Torah, the apparent as well 
as the hidden.  

 

The Ashlag Home  

He was born on the 5th of Tishri 
5645 to Rav Simcha HaLevi Ashlag and his 
wife, Rebbetzin Masha Rachel, in Warsaw, 
Poland, and named after his mother’s 
father, a hidden tzaddik named Rav 
Yehuda Leib of Lokova. The Ashlag home 
was a meeting place for Torah scholars and 
in this atmosphere, Rav Yehuda Leib, 
showed acute devotion to the study of 
Torah and good middos [fine conduct] as a 
young boy. At 15, he declared that he was 
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incapable of lying. He had also mastered 
the four sections of the Shulchan Aruch 
this time. And at 16, he was ordained as a 
Rav with authority to answer on 
issues in Warsaw. He married a cousin, 
Marat Roza Abramovitz.  

 

Early Attachment To Peschischa 

He affiliated himself to the 
Chassidic dynasty of 
Peschischa. He 
developed close ties 
with the grandson of 
the “Holy Jew of 
Peschischa,” Rav Meir 
Shalom of Kaloshin. 
Soon after Rav Meir 
Shalom was niftar, he 
appeared to Rav 
Ashlag in a dream in 
which he instructed 
him to attach himself to his son, 
Yehoshua Usher of Porisov. In addition, to 
this, Rav Ashlag also sought out Rav 
Yisachar Dov of Belz and Rav Yechiel Meir 
of Ostovza.  

 

Study of Kabbala  

On the tenth of Teves 
Ashlag wrote to his brother-in-law that: On 
the twelfth of Cheshvan, on the sixth day of 
the week, a man came to me. He revealed 
to me that he is a tremendous expert in 
kabbala and all kinds of other subjects, and 
as soon as he started talking, I felt what
was and got the taste that he has the 
wisdom of Hashem in him.  

For three months every night after 
midnight in his home, I studied intensely 
together with him and most of the toil was 
in the ways of holiness and purity. And he 
revealed a great and all-encompassing 
secret to me about the mikveh 
measured and found to be lacking. [A 
kabbalistic riddle. In halacha, a 
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like a flowing stream. And this very holy 
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the city as an honest dealer. And no one 
knew who he really was and he did not 
allow me to expose him.  
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is not my practice to speak of wonders. 

 

Leaves Europe For Eretz Yisrael

In his life, Rav Ashlag transferred 
abode many times. He could live with this 
because all that was important to him is 
observing and teaching Torah.  

After the First World War, with 
spiritual vision, he saw the impending 
holocaust and warned people “Hashem
given us twenty years to escape Europe for 
Eretz Yisrael.” Rav Ashlag himself set out 
on the journey in the latter part of 5681 and 
reached Yaffa during Succos 5682. From 
there, he went to Yerushalayim.  

His hope on settling in 
Yerushalayim, was to hide his scholarship 
and present an image of “a simple Jew”. 
However, very soon the scholars and 
devout of the city recognized his greatness 
and a circle of followers quickly came into 
being. The great Rav of Yerushalayim, Rev 
Yosef Chayim Sonnenfeld, was among 
Ashlag’s admirers, writing in the 
Introduction to one of Rav’s publications, 
“From the moment he came to live in 
Yerushalayim, I never gave up on being 
close to him until he became like a ‘true 
brother and sister’ in the spirit of Proverbs 
7:4 ‘Say to wisdom You are my sister.’” One 
of the most noteworthy of Rav’s 
was Rav Moshe Meir Weinstock who 
achieved distinction as a great 
and scholar in all areas of Torah
84 scholarly studies and indeed the years of 
his life were 84.  

 

Commences His Writings  

Rav Ashlag’s next significant move 
was to spend a period in England with 
access to manuscripts of the medieval 
kabbalists. Here he wrote Panim Me
and Panim Masbiros, two commentaries 
on the fundamental kabbalistic
Chaim by Rav Chaim Vital. Rav’s
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Jewish knowledge.  

Rav Ashlag completed the work in 
5713, ten years after commencement. On 
Lag B’Omer that year, at the tomb in Miron 
of Rebbe Shimon bar Yochai, the author of 
the Zohar, Rav Ashlag celebrated the 
completion and publication. The assembled 
crowd danced and sang with copies of the 
Sulam in their hands. Parties were 
subsequently held in Rav’s home every 
night for six days.  

 

Demise  

In his last year, Rav Ashlag would 
hint from time to time that his passing was 
imminent. On erev Yom Kippur 5715, Rav 
Ashlag, laying on his sick bed in his Tel 
Aviv home, ordered the assembly outside to 
pray mincha earlier than usual and when 
the chazzan reached the verse “I will give 

him long days and show him My salvation” 
his soul returned to its Maker.  

Those present reported how 
thousands of doves entered his room and 
hovered in the air outside blocking the sun, 
as if to confirm a light had gone from the 
world. As the funeral procession set out at 
nine o’clock the following night, the doves 
flew above and remained with the 
procession till it reached its destination on 
the Mount of Quietudes in Yerushalayim 
and the grave was covered with a 
gravestone.  

In time, a vaulted ohel was 
constructed over the grave as learned 
sources dictate is appropriate to a tzaddik 
and sifrei Torah were buried at his side to 
be unearthed only with the arrival of 
Moshiach. 

www.ashlag.com/english/odot_in.asp?id=14&idd=4

 

 

Rebbe Akiva ben YosefRebbe Akiva ben YosefRebbe Akiva ben YosefRebbe Akiva ben Yosef    Hy”dHy”dHy”dHy”d, 10, 10, 10, 10
thththth
    of Tishreiof Tishreiof Tishreiof Tishrei        

Among the many great figures in 
Jewish history, Rebbe Akiva arguably 
represents a combination of everything that 
is heroic about the Jewish people more 
than anyone else. At the least, he is one of 
the most beloved figures in Jewish history, 
a person whose influence and stature is a 
source of inspiration throughout all of the 
ages. Whatever one says about Rebbe Akiva 
one can never say enough. The Talmud 
(Menachos 29a) compares him favorably to 
Moshe, which is the ultimate compliment 
in the Jewish lexicon. He is the national 
hero of the Jewish people for all time. 

There are numerous reasons for this. 

First, Rebbe Akiva represents every 
man, so to speak. He did not descend from 
Jewish aristocracy or nobility (see 
Berachos 27a). He came from a family of 
converts. There is an opinion that his father 
was a convert. If not his father, then 
certainly his grandfather was. Not only 

that, but he descended from the evil 
general Sisera, who was the persecutor of 
the Jews at the time of Devorah. Chazal tell 
us that the descendants of Sisera, 
Nebuchadnezzar and even Haman studied 
Torah and became prominent Jews. In our 
time also there are descendants of German 
officers and SS, as well as descendants of 
Communists, whose found their way to the 
Jewish people, and even in areas of 
prominence in the Torah world. 

Nevertheless, Rebbe Akiva’s lineage 
created a social handicap. It says to be 
careful of converts 36 times in the Torah. 
There is no mitzvah that is repeated so 
many times. The reason is because it is 
human nature to be clannish, to not like 
outsiders. Therefore, the Torah emphasizes 
over and over again that we also are 
strangers (as though we need that 
reminder). Nevertheless, apparently we do 
need that reminder because sometimes we 
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behave that way towards others. 

Although Rebbe Akiva began life 
handicapped in the sense that he lacked 
pedigree in a society that honored pedigree, 
he turned it into a positive by becoming the 
symbol of “every man” who has within him 
the ability to rise above his limitations and 
become truly great. 

 

Water Wears Down Rock 

Rebbe Akiva had a second great 
handicap. During the first 40 years of his 
life he was unlettered and unschooled. In 
fact, he made fun of the tzaddikim of that 
generation. 

Imagine! A scholar so great that he 
would be compared to Moshe was an 
illiterate man in mid-life! He had to go with 
his young child to school to learn to read 
the Hebrew alphabet. And not only was he 
unlearned, but resentful of those who were. 
The Talmud records him as saying that he 
had such hatred for Torah scholars during 
those years that had he had the chance he 
would have bitten them like a wild donkey 
(Pesachim 49b). 

What turned him around? Once, 
after despairing that he could ever 
comprehend the Torah, he saw water 
dripping onto a rock and even though the 
water fell drop by drop it had eroded the 
rock. The verse says, “Water wears down 
rock” (Job 14:19). Even great stones are 
rubbed smooth by the force of the water. 
This became Rebbe Akiva’s motto. If water 
can wear down a stone, Akiva came become 
a scholar… 

If water can wear down a stone, then 
every Jew can and will study Torah… 

If water can wear down a stone, the 
Jewish people can overcome Rome… 

If water can wear down stone, then 
the Temple can be rebuilt… 

 

His Marriage & Rise to Prominence 

While still illiterate, Akiva became 
chief shepherd to one of the wealthiest men 
in Eretz Yisrael, Kalba Savuah (so named 
because anyone who entered his house 
hungry like a dog, kalba, went out satiated, 
savua). Once, he chanced to meet Kalba 
Savua’s daughter, Rachel, who was so 
impressed with his character that she 
consented to marry him — on the condition 
that he would devote himself to Torah 
study. 

When the wealthy father-in-law 
learned of their marriage he disinherited 
them, and the couple lived in dire poverty 
(Nedarim 50a). However, Rachel 
continued to believe in him and 
encouraged him to leave home to study 
Torah, as was the custom. He left for 12 
years and then returned. Before greeting 
his wife, he overheard her say to a 
neighbor, “If he wants to go back for 
another twelve years, I would gladly agree 
to it.” He then returned to his studies for 
another 12 years. 

In those 24 years, he studied under 
great men like Rebbe Eliezer ben Horkenus 
and Rebbe Yehoshua ben Chananya. Even 
Rebbe Tarfon, whom we meet all the time 
in the Talmud with Rebbe Akiva, originally 
was his teacher. Nevertheless, Rebbe Akiva 
rose to become a colleague with them. He 
rose because of his great tenacity… because 
water wears down rock. 

After 24 years, he returned home 
with 24,000 students, head of the largest 
yeshiva in Eretz Yisrael. Although his 
reputation preceded him, Kalba Savua did 
not know that the great man coming to 
town was his son-in-law, Akiva. 
Nevertheless, he had been harboring 
regrets over his vow to disinherit his 
daughter and decided ask the great man if 
he could annul his vow. 

“Had you known that her husband 
would become a great man, would you have 
vowed?” Rebbe Akiva asked him. 

“Why, if he even knew one chapter, 



30 � HA’AZINU ~ SHABBOS SHUVA / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

even one law!” Kalba Savua answered. 

Rebbe Akiva then said, “I am him.” 

He bowed and kissed him on his 
feet, and gave him half his assets (Kesuvos 
62b-63a). 

The Talmud (Nedarim 50a-b) said 
that during the course of his life Rebbe 
Akiva became wealthy from three different 
sources. The first was from his father-in-
law, Kalba Savuah. The second was from a 
shipwreck. There had been a large treasure 
hidden in the front part of the ship and 
when it washed up on shore Rebbe Akiva 
found it. The third source of his wealth 
came from his third wife. After Rachel died, 
he married the widow of the Roman 
procurator, Turnus Rufus (“Turnus” 
meaning “Tyrannus”), who was brutal to 
the Jews. Nevertheless, his wife had a 
different soul and after he died she 
converted to Judaism. Rebbe Akiva 
eventually married her, and she brought 
with her the wealth of Turnus Rufus. [The 
Gemara relates a fascinating story of how 
she helped Rebbe Akiva and why she 
married him. She made him promise her 
that after they pass from this world – she 
will be next to him in Olam Haba]. 

Rebbe Akiva was a wealthy man 
from different sources, but it was not the 
wealth that made the man. It was Rebbe 
Akiva that made Rebbe Akiva. It was his 
inner wealth that made Rebbe Akiva. 

 

The Meaning of Love 

Rebbe Akiva was wont to say: “Love 
your fellow man as yourself – this is the 
great rule in the Torah.” He fulfilled it in 
many ways. No one dispensed more charity 
than he. He was in charge of the charity 
organizations and supported all the poor 
people. 

It was Rebbe Akiva who said that if 
all the Torah is considered holy, then 
Shlomo’s “Song of Songs” – which uses the 
love between a man and woman as a 

metaphor for the love between Hashem 
and Klal Yisrael — was the “Holy of 
Holies.” 

It is one thing to love others and 
love Hashem when things are going well. 
However, it is another thing to feel and 
express that love when times are tough. 
Rebbe Akiva suffered tremendously 
throughout his life in many ways, 
experiencing all sorts of terrible events and 
defeats. Indeed, he lived the life of Job. Yet 
though he lived the life of Job, his soul 
churned out songs of love. When Rebbe 
Akiva was being tortured to death by the 
Romans he said, “Loving Hashem with all 
one’s soul means even if He takes your 
life.” 

Rebbe Akiva’s favorite maxim was, 
“All that Hashem does He does for the 
good.” Once, after he was unable to find 
any place to sleep in a certain city, he 
passed the night alone in the forest and 
repeated his maxim calmly, “All that 
Hashem does is for the good.” Then, one 
after another, a lion devoured his donkey, a 
cat killed his rooster and the wind 
extinguished his candle. Each time he said, 
“All that Hashem does is for the good.” 
When dawn arrived, he discovered that a 
band of robbers had fallen upon the city 
and carried its inhabitants into captivity. 
Only he had escaped because his donkey 
and rooster were not around to make any 
noises and his extinguished candle did not 
give away his location (Berachos 60b). 

Rebbe Akiva’s teacher was Nachum 
Ish Gamzu, who would always say, “This 
too is for the good.” Rebbe Akiva similarly 
lived by the rule that whatever happens is 
for the good. He furthermore understood 
that from the bad - good can come. From 
the problems, from the adversity, we can 
build it into something good. 

Therefore, we find that Rebbe Akiva 
laughs when others weep. While Rebbe 
Akiva was walking with some colleagues 
they came upon the Temple in its destroyed 
state. The other tzaddikim that were with 
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him wept, but Rebbe Akiva laughed. 

“Why are you laughing?” they asked. 

“Why are you weeping?” he replied. 

“Why are we weeping? Look at the 
Temple Mount? Is that not something to 
weep over?” 

“For that very reason I laugh.” 

Then he explained, that alongside 
the prophecy that the Temple will be 
destroyed was the prophecy that the 
Temple will be rebuilt and the Jewish 
people redeemed. “Until I saw that the 
prophecy of doom was fulfilled, I thought 
that it was not meant literally. However, 
now that I see that the negative prophecy is 
fulfilled literally, then I know that the 
positive prophecy will also be fulfilled 
literally. From the bad, I see the good. 
From the troubles, I see the redemption.” 

His colleagues replied: “Akiva, you 
have consoled us!” 

Rebbe Akiva said: “Beloved are 
sufferings” – a person should appreciate 
troubles, because from the troubles we 
grow. Without troubles, a person does not 
access the deepest recesses of his potential. 
A great person becomes greater from great 
troubles. That was Rebbe Akiva’s view on 
life. That was Rebbe Akiva. 

 

Supporting Bar Kochba 

Although Rebbe Akiva suffered 
greatly in his life and experienced many 
calamitous events, arguably the worst was 
the disastrous Bar Kochba rebellion. 
Indeed, he was one of the leading 
supporters of Bar Kochba and declared him 
to be the Moshiach. One might have 
thought that after the debacle of Bar 
Kochba, Rebbe Akiva would fall apart, 
especially considering that he was a very 
old man by then, well over 100 years old. 
He had every reason to go to his death 
quietly. 

Yet, he started all over and taught 

Torah to five students who would become 
the next generation of Torah leaders. 
Although the man who once had 24,000 
students now only had five, nevertheless it 
was through these five that the Jewish 
people were rebuilt. They did what Bar 
Kochba couldn’t do. They beat Rome. They 
became the “waters that wear down rock.” 
Thus, Rebbe Akiva literally saved the 
Torah. 

 

With “One” on his Lips 

When Hadrian issued his terrible 
decrees outlawing the practice of Judaism, 
and in particular making it illegal to teach 
Torah on the pain of death, it was Rebbe 
Akiva who boldly stood up in a public 
square and began teaching Torah. The 
Romans, indeed, arrested him and put him 
in prison. In the same prison was his friend 
Pappus, who was caught for selling goods 
on the black market. “Happy are you, 
Rebbe Akiva,” Pappus told him, “that you 
were arrested for teaching Torah. Woe to 
Pappus, who was arrested for trying to 
make a few dollars.” 

Rebbe Akiva was executed by the 
Romans on the eve of Yom Kippur in the 
city of Caesarea where even today one can 
see the ruins of Hippodrome, which was 
the arena where the Romans executed 
people publicly. Even as they tortured him 
to death he recited the final words of a Jew, 
the great proclamation of faith in Hashem 
and His oneness, “Hear, O Israel, God is 
our God; God is one.” 

His students, who stood nearby as 
the Romans were flaying flesh with iron 
combs, asked, “Even till now?” Are you still 
thinking about your obligations to Hashem 
even at this horrific, tragic moment? 

“All my life,” he said to them, “I 
waited for the opportunity to show how 
much I love Hashem, and now that I have 
the opportunity should I waste it?” 

Then, “he died with the word One” 
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on his lips, the Talmud says (Berachos 
61b). 

According to legend, Eliyahu the 
Prophet came together with his students 
and took his remains from the field of 
execution to a cave outside of the city of 
Tiberius, which is today the traditional 
place that we mark as the burial place of 
Rebbe Akiva. However, Rebbe Akiva is not 
dead. Rebbe Akiva is alive within each and 
every one of us. Every hero and martyr that 
the Jewish people have had since is Rebbe 
Akiva. Every moment of love is Rebbe 
Akiva. Every piece of Torah is Rebbe Akiva. 

That is why the Jewish world 
treasures him. That is why he is the hero of 
heroes. He possessed all of the great 
human traits that the Jewish people 
possess: love, compassion, warmth, humor, 

etc. He became every Jew at his best even 
under the darkest circumstances. He 
became the person who whose humanity is 
victorious in the end despite unparalleled 
suffering. He became the water that wears 
down stone. 

[My Rebbe was once asked why 
there aren’t so many people flocking to 
Rebbe Akiva like they do to Rebbe Shimon 
Bar Yochai? He replied: “Rebbe Akiva 
elevated himself to such a high plane in 
Heaven – that he has nothing to do with 
this world]. May Rebbe Akiva always 
intercede on our behalf. 

www.jewishhistory.org
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Reb Itzikel  Rav of Pshevorsk    

Rav Moshe Yitzchok was born in the 
year 1882 (5642) in the town of Gorlitz in 
Galicia to Rav Naftoli Meilich and Chana 
Breindel Gevirtzman. A few years later they 
moved to Shinev, where he spent many 
hours with his father’s brother-in-law, the 
Shineva Rav, and where he absorbed 
holiness and saw 
greatness firsthand. 
After World War I, 
when he was a 
married man, he 
moved to the town of 
Pshevorsk. It was 
there that he began 
making a tisch on 
Friday nights. 

Soon, though, 
winds of war swept 
through Europe. Germany and Russia 
made a pact to conquer Poland and split it 
in half. Reb Itzikel, who had been living in 
Poland, found himself under Russian 
jurisdiction. The Russians issued a law that 

everyone had to register; they would then 
be issued a Russian identity card. Reb 
Itzikel strongly advised the people against 
registering. Soon afterward the Russians 
rounded up all the people who had not 
registered and herded them off to the frigid 
wasteland of Siberia. The people who had 
followed Reb Itzikel’s advice were 
obviously distraught. “For this we didn’t 
register?” 

“Today is the 23rd day of Sivan,” said 
Reb Itzikel, calming everyone down. “On 
this day, Achashveirosh sent the second 
letters, which annulled the decree. Surely 
this is an auspicious day and we will merit 
to be saved.” 

Just a little while later, the Germans 
broke the pact and conquered the part of 
Poland that had been controlled by the 
Russians. The Yidden who had registered 
were deported. Those who had been sent to 
Siberia eventually survived the war. 

After the war Reb Itzikel lived in 
Paris. When people from Antwerp pleaded 
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that he come there to live, he moved to 
Belgium in 1957, settling in Antwerp’s 
Mercator Straat. Antwerp, in the postwar 
years featured a mix of survivors. The 
majority were more modern. All were still 
broken and pained by their experiences 
during the war. 

When the Rebbe arrived he brought 
with him the fire of prewar Chassidus. The 
survivors, many of whom had never seen a 
Chassidishe Rebbe before, were drawn to 
the warmth of Chassidus and basked in its 
fires. In time, going to Reb Itzikel during 
the Asseres Yemei Teshuva was part and 
parcel of the Yomim Noro’im, as much a 
part of those days as doing kaporos. 

What began as a small trickle of 
visitors eventually grew over the years into 
a stream of Yidden who would come even 
from London to see the Rebbe. One of them 
was Reb Y. Honig. After several years of 
going to Antwerp, he sent his son, a young 
bochur, to spend Sukkos with the Rebbe. 
This son stayed for four years. Reb Itzikel 
had said, “Stay here with me.” And so the 
young bochur, Chaim Honig, remained and 
served as gabbai until the Rebbe passed 
away four years later. 

What is the image that one envisions 
of a Rebbe’s hoif (court)? A beautiful 
building surrounded by a huge courtyard? 
Hundreds of people milling about, each one 
waiting to catch a glimpse of the Rebbe? 
Long lines of people snaking their way 
forward, awaiting their turn to make their 
request? And secured in the inner 
sanctuary is the Rebbe, who has closeted 
himself inside, until the door handle turns 
— and when it does, the Chassidim surge 
forward with bated breath? 

Reb Itzikel’s hoif was nonexistent. 
Neither in the physical realm, in the way 
things looked, nor in the way people 
approached the Rebbe was there a 
resemblance to the picture painted above. 

“It was all very old and dilapidated, 
with a total open-house policy. The Rebbe’s 

bedroom, kitchen, and Bais Medrash were 
all on one floor, and everyone was invited 
to come in at any time,” Reb Chaim Honig, 
the gabbai, explains. “This heimishkeit was 
so discernible that an elderly Yid who 
wasn’t one of the Chassidim — I don’t know 
if any of the Chassidim would have gone so 
far — once saw the Rebbe washing for 
bread.  

“‘Ah,’ he said, clapping Reb Itzikel 
on his back, ‘have a good appetite, Rebbe.’ I 
try to imagine such a scene happening 
today with any of the Rebbes. It’s so 
unthinkable that it’s laughable.” 

Since hundreds of people strove to 
consult with Reb Itzikel, one would 
imagine it was difficult to get in to see him. 
“Not at all,” says the gabbai. “People would 
stride into the Rebbe’s room at any hour of 
the day. The door to his room was never 
allowed to be closed. He yearned to be 
available to every Yid who sought him out. 
The Chassidim would push the door open 
completely and hand the Rebbe their 
kvittel. A Yid once hurried in and said, 
‘Please read my kvittel quickly. I have to 
travel now.’ If I would close the door to 
afford the Rebbe some privacy, he would 
open it, saying, sharply, ‘We don’t close 
doors.’” 

(Mishpacha Magazine) 

 

From a young age, Reb Itzikel was 
already known as a miracle worker. It was 
so common, that people used to say that 
miracles were so numerous that they could 
even be found under the table. 

Reb Itzikel was well known for his 
miraculous deeds. Numerous people still 
have blank pieces of paper that Reb Itzikel 
gave them that they used to cross borders 
instead of their passports (see photo). 

Rav Yisrael Dovid Neivener once retold 
a fantastic story that he himself witnessed.  

It was the custom of Reb Itzikel’s 
household to slaughter a chicken for him to 
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eat on Mondays and Thursdays. One 
Monday, his daughter came in to tell him 
that she had never experienced the 
problem she was having at the moment. 
She simply could not bring the chicken to 
be slaughtered since it was fighting her 
hysterically and kept jumping out of her 
hands. Try as she might, she just could not 
overpower it. 

Reb Itzikel said to those who were with 
him, “Come, let’s go and see what the 
problem is.” As soon as he looked at the 
bird, he declared, “Of course. This is a 
Shabbos chicken! Take a different hen for 
me to eat during the week and leave this 
one for the holy day.” 

On Thursday, the Rav said to those 
who were with him, “Come, let’s go and see 
the situation today.” Lo and behold, the 
chicken was calm and serene and 
practically gave itself over to the Tzaddik’s 
daughter to take it to be prepared to be 
eaten in holiness, by the holy saint, on the 
holiest day of the week. 


Reb Itzikel opened his Bais Medrash in 

Mercatorstraat, Antwerp, and in a short 
time he became a magnet for the many 
downtrodden Yidden scattered across 
Europe who had lost all and everything 
during the war. 

When Reb Itzikel was asked why he did 
not attempt to found Yeshivos or 
other mosdos, he answered, “Everyone 
comes down to this world for a different 
purpose. Some Tzaddikim are sent to 
improve the ruchniyus, others are sent 
for gashmiyus. My job is to see to 
gashmiyus.” 

Reb Itzikel remained true to his word 
and due to his advice and his berochos, 
many people were helped to set up new 
homes and to marry off their children in a 
fitting way. Many are the stories told of the 
miracles that people witnessed as a direct 
result of the Rebbe’s berochos. 

On Yom Kippur 5636 (1976), when Reb 
Itzikel was in his ninety-fifth year, his 
holy neshoma ascended to the Yeshiva shel 
maa’la. Reb Itzikel left behind no sons, and 
his one and only son-in- law, Reb Yankele, 
was crowned the new Pshevorsker Rebbe. 

 

 

Let’s make wealthy people… 

Reb Itzikel used to go around at 
night collecting tzedoka. One night, after 
making the rounds at the usual wealthy 
fellows in town, Reb Itzikel came home 
disappointed with 
the night’s take. 

Reb Itzikel 
went into the Bais 
Medrash opposite 
his house, and 
encountered some 
of his Chassidim 
who were busy 
with their 
shiurim. He 
approached them 
and said, “If the 
people in this 
town aren’t ready to give money to tzedoka, 
I’ll have no choice – I’ll have to ‘make’ my 
own wealthy Yidden who’ll give me money 
for tzedoka.” He requested that those 
Chassidim go into business and gave each 
one exact instructions in what business to 
take on and how he should operate it. From 
day one, every single person he blessed and 
instructed that day had tremendous 
hatzlocha and eventually became very 
wealthy philanthropists. Till this day, these 
philanthropists support Reb Itzikel’s 
grandchildren. 

Reb Itzikel also established a bais 
tavshil (soup kitchen). He hired a master 
cook who prepared abundant amounts and 
Reb Itzikel made sure it was staffed and 
available almost twenty-four hours a day. 
The sweet smell of freshly baked goods 
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wafted through the air in the wee morning 
hours when the Chassidim came to shul 
and lasted throughout the day and into the 
late hours of the night. Reb Itzikel himself 
ate from that kitchen in order to make 
everyone feel comfortable. Numerous times 
was Reb Itzikel seen in the kitchen with his 
sleeves rolled up, helping with the cooking. 
Once, a certain Rav came to visit Reb 
Itzikel and the gabbo’im went looking for 
him, finally locating him in the kitchen 
with an apron helping with the 
preparations of the day. 

Reb Itzikel’s mantra was, “Help 
Yidden – the more the better!!” 

Once, before davening Shacharis, 
Reb Itzikel noticed that there was no milk 
left in the coffee room. Reb Itzikel 
motioned to a nearby bochur, handed him 
money and told him to go immediately to 
the market and buy milk. The bochur 
replied that he had not yet davened 
Shacharis. Reb Itzikel replied, “From your 
davening Shacharis, I’m not sure what the 
outcome will be, but the milk you bring 
back I’m sure will satiate numerous Yidden 
– go quickly now and buy the milk!!” 

Reb Itzikel never sought to establish 
a Talmud Torah or Yeshiva because he 
wanted to feel a closeness to his Chassidim 
and was worried that a Yeshiva would take 
away time from being available to his 
Chassidim. 

To the people who came to him for a 
berocha for parnossa, he would say, “Give 
such and such amount to tzedoka and 
you’ll be helped.” He had a vest with 
numerous pockets that he allocated funds 
to – one was for orphans, another for poor 
people’s weddings. There were numerous 
times when he mentioned to Chassidim 
who came in with a kvittel – pointing to a 
certain pocket, “This pocket for widows is 
still empty.” 

One of the interesting things with 
Reb Itzikel was the knubbel-giving (garlic 
distribution) on Motzo’ei Shabbos. 

Wondrous tales and segulos were known to 
come about when the Rebbe distributed it 
from a bowl during Melave Malka. To 
some, he gave one clove, to others many 
cloves. Every clove had a cheshbon and 
usually the receiver knew why the Rebbe 
had given him that amount. People used to 
drop money into the bowl and Reb Itzikel 
mixed the money with the garlic cloves. It 
was known to be an eis rotzon and people 
asked for yeshuos and berochos during the 
time he mixed the money and the cloves. 

Once, when Reb Itzikel was weak, 
the gabbo’im closed the door to his room to 
let him rest. Upon noticing that his room 
was locked, Reb Itzikel insisted his 
gabbo’im open the door to the masses. 
When the people filed in, Reb Itzikel 
remarked, “Fools, if you knew what I know 
regarding the garlic cloves, you would 
break down my windows and doors in 
order to come in and get the cloves!” 

Reb Itzikel was also very keen on the 
stories that he retold on Motzo’ei Shabbos 
about previous Tzaddikim. He was very 
particular to retell the story exactly how he 
heard it with all the details. A lot of the 
stories, especially from the Divrei Chaim of 
Sanz and his children, in whose house he 
grew up, were recited with a special chein 
and grace. People who attended these 
Melave Malkas said they felt that the story 
came alive and sometimes even felt 
transported through time as if they were 
living through the actual story. 

Reb Yanke’le (Reb Itzikel’s son-in-
law, who assumed the position of Rebbe 
after Reb Itzikel’s petira), recounted many 
times that he felt a responsibility to relate 
these stories of 
Tzaddikim 
because he 
believed he was 
saved during the 
Holocaust in 
order to relay to 
the masses these 
stories so that they should know that there 
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once were true Tzaddikim. He was fond of 
saying that these stories bring emuna and 
belief to Bnei Yisrael. Reb Yanke’le used to 
say that after a person passes from this 
world, one of the questions he will be asked 
is: “How did you carry on (deal) with 
faith?” which he translated to mean that 
the Heavenly Court would ask if he dealt 
with disseminating stories of Tzaddikim 
that inspired people to emuna and a 
closeness to Hashem. 

When the mikve was built, the 
gabbo’im posted a sign (as many mikva’os 
are wont to do in today’s times) that it is 
forbidden to go to the mikve without 
paying. Reb Itzikel immediately requested 
that the sign be removed because “in his 
mikveno one can ever write or say “it is 
forbidden to immerse”. 

(Der Blick) 



THE SECRET OF HA’AZINU 

THE RAMBAN AND THE APOSTATE  

The Kav HaYoshor (ch. 23) records a well-known story from the sefer Emek HaMelech 
(1:84) how the Ramban had a talmid named Avner who went off the derech. This talmid was 
very wise and rose to a very high position among the gentiles. On Yom Kippur he cooked and 
ate a pig before the Ramban and then he asked the Ramban how many transgressions liable for 
koreis he had transgressed. They argued: the Ramban claimed he had transgressed four; 
however, this talmid, Avner, was so wise he proved that he had in fact transgressed five! The 
Ramban asked him what made him go off the derech and he responded that he had heard the 
Ramban teach in a derosha that all people and future events were found in Ha’azinu, “and that 
false teaching caused me to become an apostate!”  

“I said – and I continue to declare – that it is the truth!” said the Ramban, to a visibly 
shocked Avner.  

“If so,” he asked the Ramban, “where am I alluded to?”  

The Ramban davened to Hashem and he revealed to his talmid that his name was found 
as an acrostic formed by the third letter of each word in the pasuk: “I said that I would scatter 
them causing their memory to cease from mankind,” (Devorim 32:26). In Loshon Kodesh the 
third letters of Amarti Afeyhem Ashbisa Me’Enosh Zichrom, spell Rav Avner! Hearing this, the 
talmid grew pale and he prostrated himself before the Ramban and asked: “What if I do 
teshuva?!” The Ramban replied that the pasuk said remembrance of him would be erased from 
all human memory. Hearing this, Avner took a small ship and set sail with no sailors or crew 
and let the sea take him where it would, letting out a bitter cry – and no one knew his end.  

Afterward, the Ramban davened that Avner should have some atonement. Avner 
appeared to the Ramban in a dream, thanking him, since his tefillos allowed his neshoma to be 
cleansed and healed for twelve months in Gehinnom. After his judgment they brought his soul 
to Gan Eden, because before the Ramban’s tefillos, his soul had been in the slingshot-like state 
known as Kaf HaKela, which is a state of limbo. 

This story illustrates the Ma’amar Chazal (Sifri) that the Shira of Ha’azinu contains the 
present, the past, the future, this world and the next world! It is therefore no surprise that the 
Ramban says in his commentary to the Parsha that Ha’azinu contains hints and allusions to all 
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future people and events. 

 

Y SEGULAS YISRAELSEGULAS YISRAELSEGULAS YISRAELSEGULAS YISRAEL Z 

SHIRAS HA’AZINU: THE ANTHEM OF KLAL 

YISRAEL 

The Bnei Yissoschor writes in Agra 
DePirka (115) that studying Parshas 
Ha’azinu saves us from false beliefs and 
apikorsus. Rav Chatzkel of Shinova said in 
the name of the Rebbe Menachem Mendel 
of Rymanow that by studying Ha’azinu 
each of us can know where we are holding 
in our Derech Avoda. The Sefer 
HaZichronos records the Maharal as 
teaching that Parshas Ha’azinu has three 
segulos: it is a segula for purity of the heart 
and mind, it is a segula for hatzlocha and it 
is a segula for long life (arichus yomim). 
No wonder the Maggid of Meztritch asked 

his talmidim to learn Ha’azinu by heart!  

Rav Shimele Zelichover would say 
that every nation has its national anthem 
and that Shiras Ha’azinu is the anthem of 
Klal Yisrael, for it contains all our national 
history from Yetzias Mitzrayim (the 
Exodus) till the time of Techiyas HaMeisim 
(Resurrection of the Dead). The Rebbe 
Rayatz of Lubavitch said regarding 
Ha’azinu, in Sefer HaSichos (Tov Shin 
Alef), that if a businessman only knew how 
much shefa (abundance) and berocha his 
business would get by learning Ha’azinu by 
heart, he would surely memorize it! May 
Ha’azinu shower its blessings and segulos 
on us all, Amen. 

 

!!‘תחל שנה וברכותי ‘תכלה שנה וקללותי  
May the year end with her curses and begin a new year with 

her blessings. Shona Tova!!    

.בענטשט יאר‘א גוט גי  
K’Siva VaChasima Tova!! 

 

Say it (especially with your children) at least once a day: 

Based on Chovos HaLevavos - Duties of the Heart ~ Sha 'ar HaBitachon - the Gate of Trust 

There are 7 qualities that Hashem has that can strengthen our trust in Him: 

 1.  Hashem loves me. 

2.  Hashem is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me. 

3.  Hashem is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find solutions  to any 

problem there is – even if it may seem impossible. 

4.  Hashem knows what is best for me, better even than I myself can know. 

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall help  me again. 

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides Hashem who controls everything 

over the entire world. 

7. The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with chesed – loving kindness more 

than the nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine. 

 


