
 

)יד:ב( זאת תהיה תורת המצורע  
This shall be the law regarding the one struck by 
tzora’as (14:2) 

The well-known Medrash in Vayikra Rabbah 
(16:2) tells the story of a traveling peddler who 
would go from city to city peddling his 
“merchandise”.  He would come to a town and 
enter the town square announcing, “Who seeks 
to purchase the potion of life?”  
From his house in Tzippori, R’ Yannai heard this 
“offer” and told him, “Come and sell it to me.” The 
peddler responded that R’ Yannai should come to 
him if he wants it. R’ Yanni went there, obviously 
expecting to see some kind of great medicine 
concoction.  
He got to the peddler and he saw no medicine at 
all; just a Sefer Tehillim in his hands. The peddler 
showed him the passuk,  מי האיש החפץ חיים אוהב

ימים לראות טוב נצר לשונך מרע ושפתיך מדבר מרמה 

 who is the- סור מרע ועשה טוב בקש שלום ורדפהו
man that desires life, and loves many days, that he 
may see good? Guard your tongue from speaking 
evil, and your lips from speaking deceit. Stray from 
evil and do good, seek out peace and pursue 
it. Upon hearing this, R’ Yannai responded that 
his entire life he did not know this passuk and 
understand it, but now, thanks to the peddler, he 
grasped its meaning. 
The obvious question is, of course, what did the 
peddler show him that he didn’t already know? 
This seems to be very straight forward, and quite 
familiar to all. “They” even made it into a song, 
yet R’ Yannai felt that this was an amazing 
purchase! 
Rav Itzele Peterberger explained that the word 
“life” can have many different meanings, all 
depending on the adjective attached to it.  The 
simplest example is good life vs. bad life. In basic 
terms, the word “life” may mean nothing more 
than the opposite of death.  This would lend an 
interpretation to the passuk as relating that one 
who seeks life should do the following, and he 
will extend his life (i.e. The Fountain of Youth). 

R’ Yannai understood from the peddler that 
there is so much more to life than just counting 
days. The peddler’s message had nothing to do 
with the absence of death. The peddler was 
teaching him that Dovid HasMelech’s message 
was all about living life with purpose and 
meaning. 
R’ Yannai understood from him that in order to 
“live it up”, to live the “good life” one must be 
careful with one’s tongue. 
Let us take these important words a step further. 
Perhaps the most famous mishna, known to 
almost every Jewish man, woman, and child, is 
the mishna that we recite at the beginning of 
davening. 

אלו דברים שאדם אוכל פרותיהם בעולם הזה והקרן 

 These are the precepts“ – קיימת לו לעולם הבא
(mitzvos) for whose observance man enjoys the 
fruits in this world, while the principal remains for 
him in the World to Come.”   The meforshim ask:  
There is a well-known rule that schar behai alma 
leika, there is no reward for mitzvos in this 
world. Accordingly, what does the mishna mean 
when it tells us that the fruits can be enjoyed in 
this world? 
Of course it is true that the reward will only be 
given in the next world but let us think about 
what life in this world looks like when keeping 
these mitzvos. The Mishna speaks of honouring 
one’s parents, doing acts of kindness to others 
and acting as an advocate of peace between men, 
having a good relationship with a spouse, and of 
course learning Torah. The Mishna is suggesting 
to us that not only will there be a great reward 
awaiting us in the next world, but our life down 
here will take on such a different meaning. What 
a geshmak it is to live a life where Torah and 
chessed are at the forefront. Is there anything 
more enjoyable than to be able to help out the 
next person and know you’ve made a difference 
in their lives? Is there anything that beats having 
a great relationship with your spouse, even if it 
means working on it? Of course the s’char for 
these mitzvos is in the next world, but the 
benefits of these fruits are right here. 
This is what the peddler showed R’ Yannai. If you 
want to live life to its fullest, guard your tongue 
from evil…. seek peace and even chase it down if 
you must. Now that is what is called “living the 
life”! 

Good Shabbos,   מרדכי אפפעל 
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