
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Insights from the Parsha based on Rav Moshe Boyer's shiurim 

Treasures for the Soul in Parshas יתרו  

Accepting the Torah in our Generation 
The Torah world today is flourishing and blossoming. With 
thousands of yeshivas and kollels scattered throughout the 
world, the voice of Torah can be heard reverberating in every 
city and neighborhood. There are thousands of soldiers in 
Hashem's army, yungerleit who delve into the depths of 
Torah and acquire knowledge in its breadth and in halacha.  
Many midrashim talk about the segula (virtue) of Torah to 
refine a person and enable him to become a righteous, 
faithful, and honorable person. With all the Torah being 
learned today, we would expect to see countless people who 
are modest and G-d-fearing, patient and forgiving; a 
generation that has been uplifted and elevated by the Torah 
it learned. Paradoxically, we see the opposite - the fulfillment 
of the sayings of our sages about the generation before 
Moshiach: chutzpah will increase, a son goes against his 
father etc. What happened to the segula of Torah? 
Our sages have taught (Shabbos 89a): Rabbi Yehoshua ben 
Levi said, when Moshe came down from being with the 
Almighty, Satan came to Him and said, "Master of the 
Universe, where is the Torah?" G-d said, "I gave it to the 
world." Satan went down to the world and asked, "Where is 
the Torah?" It replied, "G-d understood its way, and He knew 
its place." (Iyov 28:23). He (Satan) went to the sea, which said, 
"It's not with me." He went to the depths which said, "It's not 
in me." … Satan returned to God and said: "Master of the 
Universe, I have searched throughout the world and I don't 
find it." He said, "Go to the son of Amram", he went to Moshe 
and asked him, "Where is the Torah that Hashem gave you?" 
Moshe replied, "Who am I that God gave me the Torah?". G-d 
said to Moshe, "Moshe, you're a liar!" Moshe said to Him, 
"Master of the Universe, you have a hidden treasure which 
you are engrossed with every day, how can I consider it 
mine?" G-d said to Moshe, "Since you diminished yourself it 
will be referred to with your name, as it says "Remember the 
Torah of my servant Moshe." (Malachi 3:23). 
Rabbi Chaim Zeichik asks an obvious question on the above 
gemara. We know that the whole world was startled and 
shaken when the Torah was given. The report about the 
giving of the Torah went from nation to nation and reached 
the ends of the world. Even in the upper world there was an 
argument between the angels whether Moshe was worthy to 
receive the Torah, so how can one say that Satan, who 
wanders all over the place, didn't know what was happening? 
Furthermore, after Moshe told him that the Torah was not by 
him, why didn't Satan return to G-d and say 'I didn't find it', 
like he said to G-d after the sea and the depths told him that 
the Torah is not by them? 

 הנפש לתורת מדרש בית
 "כבתחילה ויועצינו"

 בויאר משה הרב בנשיאות

 א"שליט

From the Editor 

The first and most important thing that a teacher in a 
classroom needs is: Chinuch Communication. The world of 
chinuch is primarily built on communication. The teacher 
must understand and communicate with his pupils in order to 
succeed in conveying his chinuch message. This can be 
compared to two people trying to understand each other 
when conversing over a garbled and disjointed telephone line. 
Clear and understandable communication is required to 
transmit chinuch messages successfully.  

In our generation, communication has mostly failed. Only a 
few exceptional teachers manage to conduct fruitful 
communication with their pupils. Most teachers cannot 
understand the underlying reasons for a child's behavior - 
whatever type of behavior. An effective message must be 
compatible with what the talmid is able to hear. Such a 
message must be constructed based on understanding the 
talmid.  

Due to the strong lack of communication in chinuch, 
mechanchim felt that they had no choice other than to turn 
to secular sources in order to understand a child and his 
behavior. They thought this would enable them to build a 
correct communication line between the teacher and pupil. 
But this path was sown with thorns and thistles, not to speak 
of the fact that these methods were far removed from the 
Torah and from the traditional Jewish means of transmitting 
our wonderful Jewish way of life.  

The series of shiurim on "Jewish Communication in Chinuch" 
provides exactly this. We present a complete and accurate 
picture of the Jewish nefesh, as rendered in the holy seforim, 
and as we were taught by the masters of Kabbala. This picture 
is radically different from that observed by humans through 
their own doubts and mistakes. We learn about the necessary 
journey of the nefesh (including the pitfalls and their 
influence), from the upper worlds, through its arrival in this 
world and onwards during the child's first years. Using this 
Torah perspective, we gain a pure view of the whole range of 
the child's behavior. 

Thousands who have participated in this course during the 
past decade can vouch for the fundamental difference that 
this series has made to their knowledge and the real 
upheaval in the art of chinuch once the teacher has 
received the keys to understanding a child's nefesh. 

Shabbat Shalom!  Read on and be inspired!  
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Rav Zeichick gives the following wonderful answer: Satan 
knew very well that the Torah came down to this world on 
Mount Sinai and was accepted by the Jewish nation. But 
Satan also knew that Torah is not just an object that is 
received and that's it; to accept the Torah means to make a 
change, to make an upheaval in your life. Satan was 
searching for that change! He wanted to see a better world, a 
more spiritual world, a more uplifted world. He didn't know 
where the changes caused by the segulos of the Torah were 
to take place, therefore he went from place to place to check 
where creation had improved. But they all sent him away 
empty-handed. Satan returned to G-d and said, "I didn't find 
any change in the world as a result of the Torah being given. 
Is it possible that the holy and valuable Torah came into the 
world and yet no-one learned mussar or derech-eretz from 
it?" G-d told Satan, "If you want to see the positive influence 
of the Torah, go to the son of Amram." Satan went to Moshe 
and from the first conversation he found the virtue of the 
Torah! Moshe replied to Satan, "Who am I to receive the 
Torah!". From this sentence Satan saw Moshe's humility, and 
thus he found the Torah's virtue. 
We learn from this that it's not enough to learn Torah, one 
has to use it to direct his life. Torah is a life potion! It heals 
the nefesh! Torah has the strength to bring about good 
changes and upheavals in the learner's heart, as we find with 
Moshe Rabeinu and those who followed him who did change 
for the better. But how could it be that there are other people 
who learn Torah and yet maintain their unrefined manners? 
We can learn something else from Moshe's words. Moshe 
called the Torah 'a hidden treasure'; he knew that G-d Himself 
is engrossed with the Torah and thus he understood and 
recognized its value and importance. He knew that when he 
studies Torah, it comes from the One Above, he knew that 
he's studying the wisdom which the Creator of the World is 
engrossed with. Moshe trembled as he approached the 
sanctity of Torah study! He knew that this is not just wisdom 
but Divinity, and he wanted to benefit and become refined 
and sanctified from the light hidden in the Torah.  

When studying in this manner one merits all the 
advantages and segulos that were said in the Torah! 
If we want to experience the segula of Torah, we have to 
understand its enormous greatness and not look at it as a 
means to becoming important, or gaining a better social 
standing, or a glittering shidduch. Anyone who learns like that 
has missed the preciousness of Torah and loses the wonderful 
virtues that a Torah learner can merit. 
When we sit down in front of the sefer and when we get up, 
we have to know that we are meriting to peek into a hidden 
treasure that G-d Himself is engrossed with. Then we will be 
affected by a Heavenly pure spirit, and through our learning 
we will actually become more and more refined.  

For those who deal with chinuch, if we want our 
children to grow in Torah, we have to demonstrate to 
them how precious and special Torah is! When a child 
sees that his parents value the Torah he learns and it's 
important to them, he internalizes that it's something 
huge, and he eagerly learns with joy. This Torah 
learning leads him to spiritual greatness and purity.  
Following are two stories that show how to instill our children 
with a love of Torah and a desire to learn it.  

Teaching Love of Torah - Two True Stories 

 Rav Boyer's great uncle was the kabbalist Rabbi Refael Moshe 
Luria zt"l, one of the Roshei Yeshiva of Sha'ar Hashamayim. He 
was blessed with a sharp head and great depth in his learning; at 
the age of sixteen he was familiar with the all holy Arizal's 
writings! He also had unprecedented diligence. On Friday 
mornings during the summer he would sit down to study at 
seven a.m. (after davening at sunrise) and twelve hours later his 
wife would pull him away from the gemara saying: "Refael 
Moshe, I've lit the candles, it's time to go to shul". Many of Rav 
Boyer's shiurim are based on his holy seforim.  
This is the story of how he merited to attain all this. One day his 
sister asked him, "Moshe, we grew up in the same house, we 
lived together, how did you merit to climb to such high spiritual 
levels, more than all your brothers? Our father was a simple man 
who eked out a living working in a flour mill." He replied, "You 
slept, but I was awake!" 
Every day, Refael Moshe's father would leave a small sum of 
money with his mother to buy food for the day. One day he 
didn't have a single penny and his mother was left with no 
means to nourish herself and her children. When his father 
returned from the mill that evening, all the children were asleep 
and Refael Moshe was awake in bed. He overheard his father 
asking his mother, "How did you manage today without food?" 
She replied, "We didn't manage and the children went to sleep 
hungry, they drank a lot and went to sleep." "Nevertheless", his 
father asked, "what did you do?" Refael Moshe heard his mother 
saying, "Okay, I'll tell you. Our son Refael Moshe came home 
from cheder today with a note from the rebbe that he asked 
such a significant question today that the rebbe himself didn't 
know the answer. That note revived us! I was so happy with 
Refael Moshe's success in learning Torah that today we ate the 
question, we drank the question, and the children went to sleep 
with the question. I'm also so full and happy and satisfied by 
Refael Moshe's question that I don't need to eat!" Refael Moshe 
heard all this from his bed. 
Refael Moshe told his sister, "I stayed awake crying that whole 
night and said to myself, if my mother, who doesn't learn 
gemara, can sleep at night because she's satiated from the 
question her son asked, surely I, who learn gemara, can become 
satiated from it! With that strength I sat down to learn studiously 
and I merited to attain what I attained.  
When children see their mother's appreciation for the holy Torah 
and she instills them with love of Torah and rejoices with the 
children's Torah study, they will grow up to become talmidei 
chachamim. 
Another story from Rav Boyer's ancestors. During the Holocaust 
his family was exiled east from Romania to Transnistria by 
Ukraine, where they lived with a few other families in an 
apartment in the ghetto. The father went to forced labor every 
day and brought back a piece of bread which was divided 
amongst the whole family. This was their only food. You can 
imagine how valuable every piece of bread was, it was literally a 
piece of life. 
One evening after the family divided up the bread, the 
grandmother took her piece, put it on the table and announced 
that whichever one of the men present (there were a few other 
families there) who will teach my son parshas hashavua will get 
my piece of bread! Her family couldn't understand why she's 
giving up her life sustenance. She explained: My son hasn't 
learned any Torah since the war began. If my son doesn't learn 
Torah, what do I have to live for? 
Thus his mother showed him how valuable his Torah study is. 
She gave him a live lesson in the importance of Torah! 
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