
LESSONS IN HASHKAFA & HALACHA FROM THE PARSHA 

In memory of R’ Shmuel Shmelka ben HaRav Moshe Kizelnik z”l 

Mazal tov to Rabbi 

Dovid Gilman, the 

kollel’s rosh chaburah  

for passing a rigorous 

test of the entire 

Choshen Mishpat and 

being certified as 

proficient in ruling in 

such matters. 

Our Beis Medrash has 

quickly become an asset 

to the immediate 

neighborhood as people 

frequently enter to make 

use of our vast library.  

On several occasions 

however,  people have 

come to search for a 

particular volume of the 

‘Schottenstein Talmud’  

- the Hebrew Artscroll 

shas.  Although the beis 

medrash has several 

volumes, the set is far 

from complete.  Having 

just past the shloshim of 

Rabbi Meir Zlotowitz 

zt”l (the man behind 

Artscroll), now would be 

a most appropriate time 

to  consider sponsoring a 

volume or two as a 

zechus for him and in the 

memory of others.  

Contact us today: 

info@torahkollel.com 

- Rabbi 
Dovid Le

win 

CLOSING ENCOUNTERS 

 Moshe Rabeinu waited until the last day of his life to rebuke the Jewish people. This wasn’t without 

reason. Chazal explain that rebuke should only be given at the end of one’s life. This is for several reasons, 

one of them, is so that the recipient of the mussar won’t be embarrassed every time he meets the one who 

told him to mend his ways.  This wasn’t Moshe Rabeinu’s own innovation. Yaakov Avinu had done the same 

thing and, as Rashi points out, Yehoshua, Shmuel, and Dovid HaMelech all followed their example. 

 There is however, a difficulty with this:  The Torah commands us to try to correct our fellow Jews, 

and the words ‘hochayach tochiah es amisecha’ mean that we must rebuke others many times, even to the 

point of embarrassment. While it is true that nowadays, none of us know how to give musar to others and 

practically, this shouldn’t be done, the question remains: How are we to understood how these great leaders 

delayed their obligation to rebuke their children and students until it was almost too late? 

 HaRav Zalman Sorotzkin zt”l explains that while there is [ideally] an obligation for every Jew to 

correct others (if he can do so effectively), there is always a risk in damaging the relationship between the 

one giving mussar and its recipient. This, in fact, was Yaakov and Moshe’s concern ‘lest they become 

embarrassed’ which would cause them to avoid contact, thus damaging the relationship. And while a 

positive relationship is advisable with every Jew, a rebbe or parent must maintain a strong one in order to 

positively affect their students and children. 

 There is a powerful lesson here and those who are successful in chinuch and kiruv can attest to it: 

The most effective way to influence someone is through a strong positive connection. Only when a parent or 

rebbe knows that the end has come, can they speak harshly to their children and students. Otherwise, the 

relationship must prevail. 

 Perhaps our inability to reprove others should inspire us approach others in a different way: If we 

develop our ahavas Yisroel -  and really come to love our fellow Jews, we can influence others for the good. 

None of us can give outright rebuke to our friends and neighbors, but what would it hurt us to love them 

more. Ultimately, it might help us change others, but at the very least, we will change ourselves for the 

better. 

ז“ ת ש ע         ד ב ר י ם       פ ר ש ת  



 

 

 

SHABBOS CHAZON - AVEILUS ON SHABBOS 

 Although a father may wear his Shabbos  clothes to his baby’s bris during the nine days, the Rema writes that 

on Shabbos Chazon, one should not don his Shabbos clothes, but should only changes his undershirt etc. l’kavod 

Shabbos.  Indeed, this was the custom among much of Ashkenazic Jewry for generations.  Today however, the 

prevalent custom however is to change into our Shabbos clothes and follow the rulings of the Vilna Gaon and 

Ya’avetz who were adamant that one should not make such a public display of aveilus on Shabbos.  And today it is 

difficult to find people who observe Shabbos Chazon as per the Rema. 

 The Chazon Ish took even greater issue with this and abolished some of the other customs that are prevalent 

in much of K’lal Yisroel:  The custom in most shuls in chutz la’aretz is to sing Lecha Dodi to the tune of “Alei 

Tzion” (one of the Tisha B’Av kinos).  The Chazon Ish was very much against this display of aveilus and this is 

probably one of the reasons why this custom is uncommon in Eretz Yisroel. He also opposed reading the posuk 

‘eichah esa l’vadi’ and the parts of the hatarah to the tune of Eichah which is the prevalent custom today, even in 

Eretz Yisroel. 

 It is true that those who disagree with the Rema have a legitimate question: What about the public display of 

mourning on Shabbos?  The Rema was also aware of this general rule and was for some reason, not concerned. 

Why not, and how did it come about that the poskim changed their minds and decided not to follow this Rema? 

 The Aruch HaShulchan explains that really, there was no change. In the times of the Rema, people dressed 

the same during the week as they did on Shabbos.  The only real difference was that their Shabbos clothes were 

designated for Shabbos, and often a bit more expensive and of higher quality. However, there was no blatantly 

obvious difference between them. Wearing weekday clothes was therefore not considered to be mourning publicly. 

As time passed, Jews began to dress differently on Shabbos than they did during the week and the poskim pointed 

out that by not wearing their Shabbos clothes, they would be making a public statement, and so they should 

therefore, not follow the ruling of the Rema.  Accordingly, someone who dresses the same on Shabbos as he does 

during the week, should follow the Rema.  Certainly, one who has more than on shabbos suit, should opt to wear the 

lesser of the two this week. 

 HaRav Yaakov Kaminetsky zt”l  offers a novel approach in understanding the two customs:  He explains that 

when we are to comfortable in golus, we are in greater need of being reminded of the churban.  In the times of the 

Rema, Ashkenazi Jewry was relatively comfortable, and the Rema felt that on Shabbos Chazon, they had to be 

careful not to forget that they were in golus and he instructed them to abstain from donning their Shabbos clothing.  

As time went on and the threat of pogroms  and poverty hung over us, we needed every Shabbos as a respite and 

taste of the geulah we desperately await. Shabbos Chazon was no different, and so but putting on our Shabbos 

clothing we intensified our hopes for future geulah which will ultimately be a day which is completely Shabbos. 

 There’s a lot happening at Ahavas Yehonoson ! 
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