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Did You Know? 
Korach was not satisfied with being a 
Levite, and felt that his service of 

HaShem could be grander. Of course, 
his ego was his downfall. 

At the end of the Parsha, HaShem 
shows His appreciation for the Levi’im 

by gifting them with Maaser, a tithe 
from the Jewish People. 

When they got it, they were then to 
take a tithe to give to the Kohain, 
Terumas Maaser, which the Torah 

tells us would be the equivalent of a 
farmer tithing his grain or oil or wine. 

That is to say, when HaShem gave the 
Levi his portion, it was his income just 

the same as anyone else’s and he did 
not have to feel ashamed that he 
didn’t “produce.” He did; just in a 

different way. 

We can now look at it the other way, 
too. When one earns money through 
his own efforts, he should not fool 

himself. It is a gift from G-d just as the 
money the Levi got was a gift. 

If we all recognized that what he have 
is ours merely because HaShem gave 
it to us, and just as the Levi’im were 

directed to be generous with their 
income, we should be, then people 
would fight and bicker about business 

much less. 

As we see from Korach, such fights 
merely stem from an overactive ego. 

Thought of the week: 

There is no greater skill 
than learning to be wrong 
with grace and equanimity. 

 (AY:ZY RBDMB) „...wA HYLE ITW HTXMH XQ IRHA LA HwM RMAYW‰ 
“Moshe said to Aharon, “Take the pan and put upon it fire...”(Numbers 17:11) 

After the showdown with Korach, in which he and his followers were swallowed up by the 
earth, a fire went forth from HaShem and burnt up the 250 men who had offered up 
incense in fire pans. Moshe instructed Elazar the Kohain to gather up the pans and use 
them to bronze the altar as a reminder of what happens to those who approach to offer the 
ketores incense if they are not Kohanim. 

The next day, the people cried out that Moshe had killed the holy congregation of HaShem. 
Presumably, it was because he was the one who had directed these men to take the pans 
and offer incense. Because of this accusation, a plague broke out and people began to die. 

Moshe immediately ordered Aharon to take a pan, offer incense on it, and stand between 
the living and the dead. Aharon hurried to do so and the plague stopped. It is obviously 
significant that he took the very item that seemed to be a source of death and used it as a 
means to save lives. Not only that, but this was the same act that Aharon’s sons, Nadav 
and Avihu, had done which resulted in their deaths. So why was the plague ended with 
something that had brought so much destruction and death upon the Jewish People? 

The answer is a reflection on the fact that most things in the world are not inherently good 
or bad. Rather, their impact depends on how we view and use them. The offering of 
incense is a very good and positive act, one that is so special that it is done on Yom Kippur 
in the Holy of Holies. Yet, when not done according to HaShem’s commands, like in the 
case of Nadav and Avihu, it is equally as powerful in a negative way. 

This underscores that our fulfillment of the Torah and mitzvos is not some sort of magic 
formula or ritual, but rather these acts embody our appreciation that HaShem’s view of the 
world is the correct one, and therefore the commandments and judgments He promulgates 
must be followed - as He directed - for the simple purpose of carrying out His will. 

A judge is not to direct a court case for a needy party because the Torah has already been 
established to mete out perfect justice. When man chooses to intervene and add his 
opinion to G-d’s, he has crossed into dangerous territory. 

Korach’s main argument was that Moshe self-selected the leadership of Klal Yisrael, and 
even if G-d appointed him, Moshe chose his brother to be Kohain Gadol all on his own. 
This exercise, in which the 250 men offered the incense and died, while Aharon offered the 
incense and lived, disproved that argument. It was proven that only by following HaShem’s 
directives can one achieve greatness in service of HaShem and live to tell the tale. 

A man came to the Chortkover Rebbe for a bracha. He enthusiastically explained that he was 
able to purchase a large forest for a fraction of its value, and he was confident he would be able 
to reap a fortune from the lumber. When the man finished talking, the Rebbe told him not to buy 
the forest.  

The man was in shock. He hadn’t really come for the Rebbe’s advice; merely his blessing. In 
the end, he decided to buy the forest anyway. The trees were cut down but found to be wormy 
and full of decay. Clearly, the initial tests were not done properly, and the man had now lost 
everything. Embarrassed, he returned and asked for forgiveness. “How did the Rebbe know?!” 
he wondered.  

The Rebbe told him “I didn’t know that the lumber was wormy. I merely saw how confident you 
were that this deal would be such a success. If you had already forgotten about HaShem before 
the deal, I felt that it couldn’t be a good idea.”   
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This week’s issue is dedicated in 

honor of a very special 

anniversary. Mazel Tov  

Miriam and Larry Kramer 

of Silver Spring, MD. 

May you and yours share many 

healthy, happy years of simchos 

and Yiddishe Nachas. 
 

You have been 

selected! ☺ 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others. 

  You’ll be glad you did.   

E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 

Special Thanks to R’ L. Sternberg (Prozdor) 

 


