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 The fist of Elul marks the new year for tithing animals” (Rosh“ – באחד באלול ראש השנה למעשר בהמה
Hashanah 2a). 
 
On the special day of Rosh Chodesh Elul, we are given the opportunity to “tithe” our “animalistic” 
quality, our physical drives and desires, and elevate our souls to the greatest heights, as Rav Elimelech of 
Lizhensk 1 זיע"א taught us (cited in Avodas Yisrael, Devarim 14:22). 
 
The Torah in Parshas Re’ei discusses the מסית, the one who tries to lure another Jew to worship idols, 
and commands us with five different expressions to reject him:  
 

 לא תאבה לו ולא תשמע אליו ולא תחוס עינך עליו ולא תחמול ולא תכסה עליו.
 

Pay no heed to him, do not listen to him, do not pity him, and do not forgive him or cover for him. (13:9) 
 
This section begins with the words, כי יסיתך אחיך (literally, “If your brother lures you” – 13:7), and the Or 
Ha’chayim explains that this alludes to the מסית that is with a person from the time he is born, his yetzer 
ha’ra, which tries to lure us all to wrongdoing.  The yetzer ha’ra is called אחיך because it attaches itself 
 .alluded to in this pasuk מסית to a person from the moment of birth, and this is the (מתאחה)
 
On this basis, we might explain the significance of the five warnings issued by the Torah here with 
regard to the מסית.  The Zohar (vol. 3, 247a), commenting on the five stones that David took with which 
to battle Golyas (Shmuel I 17:40), writes that the five stones correspond to the five words of the pasuk, 
 which David used to counter the five forces of impurity associated with שמע ישראל ה' אלוקינו ה' אחד
Golyas.  Accordingly, we might explain that the Torah here instructs us with five commands to oppose 
the five forces of the yetzer ha’ra with all our might, starting with לא תאבה לו – a refusal to pay any 
attention to our evil inclination.  And if, Heaven forbid, we fail in this regard and pay attention to our 
yetzer ha’ra, we must then ensure not to listen to what it tells us.  And if we do listen, then we need a 
new warning not to give it any consideration whatsoever, and to reject it outright.  This is how the yetzer 
ha’ra works – it first wants us to agree to listen to it, and once we are caught in its trap, we fall lower 
and lower.  By accepting upon ourselves the עול מלכות שמיים (the yoke of G-d’s kingship), as expressed 
by the pasuk שמע ישראל ה' אלוקינו ה' אחד, we can triumph in the battle against the yetzer ha’ra and 
subdue the five forces of impurity. 
 
The Gemara (Sanhedrin 100a) teaches, גדולה מידה טובה ממידת פורענות חמש מאות פעמים – the power of 
goodness is five hundred times stronger than the power of evil.  Therefore, if the Torah warned us 
repeatedly, several times over, to wage battle against the מסית, the yetzer ha’ra that is sent from the 
heavens to lure us to sin, then certainly, we will be rewarded for our efforts in the opposite direction, to 
“lure” our fellow Jew to his Father in heaven through kind words and encouragement.  Each and every 
word of encouragement and inspiration that we give our fellow earns us rewards that we cannot ever 
even begin to imagine. 
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The Gemara (Chulin 4b) comments that one who tries luring a person to idolatry is not considered a 
 unless he offers the other person food and drink as part of his efforts.  Mere words, as convincing מסית
as they are, will not succeed in luring a person to the same extent as kindness.  And thus when we try to 
inspire people, we need to concern ourselves with not only their spirituality, but also their physical 
wellbeing, as the tzadikim used to say, “One’s fellow’s gashmiyus is his ruchniyus.” 
 
This includes not only actually giving food and drink, but also sitting together in each other’s company, 
as the Gemara (Sanhedrin 103b) says, גדולה לגימה שמקרבת את הרחוקים – inviting people for meals has 
the effect of bringing close those who are distant.  By sitting together at a friendly meal and sharing 
words of encouragement, and genuinely concerning ourselves with each other’s wellbeing, hearing each 
other’s problems and doing whatever we can to alleviate each other’s distress, we are able to draw the 
hearts of our fellow Jews towards our Father in heaven. 
 
As we enter the month of Elul, when we are called upon to conduct a חשבון הנפש, introspecting and 
looking into ourselves, we must ask ourselves whether we have made an effort to strengthen and 
encourage our fellow Jews.  We all have people around us who are desperately searching for words of 
encouragement, or just a kind word, and we will all need to make an accounting of the extent to which 
we gave the help we were capable of giving.  I myself know personally numerous precious souls, 
wonderful young men and women, who left the fold because they did not receive the support and 
encouragement which they needed. 
 
Later in Parshas Re’ei (15:7-8), the Torah presents the mitzva of tzedakah: 
 

 לבבך ולא תקפוץ את ידך מאחיך האביון, כי פתח תפתח את ידך לו. לא תאמץ את
 

Do not harden your heart and do not clasp your hand from your brother the pauper; rather, you shall 
surely open your hand to him. 
 
The Gemara (Nedarim 41a) teaches, בדעה אין עני אלא  – true poverty is poverty of the mind, when one 
feels emotionally “poor.”  There are so many people who desperately need a kind word, support and 
encouragement.  If we fail to fill this need, then we will, Heaven forbid, be guilty of the evil described by 
Yirmiyahu (2:34): גם בכנפיך נמצאו דם נפשות אביונים נקיים – “Also in your garments is found the blood of 
the innocent, poor souls.”  Their “blood” and that of their offspring will be on our account, Heaven 
forbid. 
 
If we strengthen ourselves in this area, and open our hearts to those who are emotionally “poor” and 
need our support, drawing them close by caring for their needs and “luring” them with kind words, 
always looking out for their spiritual and material needs, then we will be worthy of the fulfillment of the 
pasuk, יפתח ה' לך את אוצרו הטוב את השמיים לתת מטר ארצך בעתו ולברך את כל מעשה ידיך – “Hashem 
shall open for you His treasure of goodness, the heavens, to grant you rain for your land in its time, and 
to bless all your handiwork” (Devarim 28:12), and will be inscribed for a year of peace, joy and 
prosperity, אמן כן יהי רצון. 
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