
Ma’amad Har Sinai heaven and earth were exceedingly 

afraid as they knew that their survival was solely 

dependent on Klal Yisrael’s acceptance of the Torah. So 

how could they be proper witnesses? 

On this Tosafos asks, why do the heaven and earth 

have to be designated as witnesses at all? Isn’t their 

actual existence a proof of Klal Yisroel’s fulfillment of the 

Torah?  

Tosafos answers that their survival is not depend-

ent on Klal Yisrael’s fulfillment of the Torah; it is 

dependent on their acceptance of the Torah. 

On this the Maharsha asks: If that is true, then why 

can’t heaven and earth truly be designated as proper 

witnesses to Klal Yisrael’s fulfillment of the Torah, if at 

the end of the day they are not biased in that aspect at 

all (because, as Tosafos just explained, their existence is 

only dependent on Klal Yisrael’s acceptance). The 

Maharsha explains that since they did receive great 

benefit from the Jewish people’s acceptance of the 

Torah (thus ensuring their survival) they are now 

forever biased to see the Jewish people in a positive 

light! 

Comes along the Panim Meiros and explains: Based 

on all of the above we can now appreciate the words of 

Rashi in a whole new light: Moshe Rabbeinu says to 

heaven and earth: I have made you witnesses a while 

back already. Witnesses to what? As the Mizrachi 

explained, witnesses to Klal Yisrael’s acceptance of the 

Torah and the covenant with Hashem at Har Sinai. 

Then Moshe amazingly adds, “I am flesh-and-blood 

and will eventually die, but you, heaven and earth, will 

continue to exist, and your existence itself throughout 

history will always testify to Klal Yisroel’s acceptance at Har 

Sinai! For it is that acceptance itself that allows for your 

continuous survival! 

 Thus, when we walk outside our homes to a 

new morning and turn our eyes to the beautiful 

heavens above and land below, we must understand 

and appreciate that every single moment of life bears 

testimony to the loyal commitment of a treasured nation to 

its beloved Father, for all eternity. 

Besiyata diShmaya. 
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When a person ventures outside and looks up at 

the majestic heavens above or the beautiful trees 

below, he must realize that he is looking at testimony. 

He is viewing the ultimate testimony to the Creator of 

the World, as each and every aspect of this world 

stands as a witness to His masterful handiwork.  

Yet, as we will soon see, this world is not just tes-

timony to Hashem’s creation; it is also testimony to His 

loyal nation that promised to remain connected to Him, in 

loyalty, forever. 

The Torah begins with those powerful words of 

shira: 

Give ear, O 

heavens, and I will speak; and may the earth hear the 

words of my mouth. (Devarim 32:1) Rashi explains: 

Moshe Rabbeinu was actually speaking to heaven and 

earth. He told them that he had already designated 

them as witnesses earlier on. Then Rashi states that 

Moshe specifically made the heaven and earth his 

witnesses, for although he was only flesh-and-blood and 

would eventually die, they will continue to exist and will 

therefore be able to testify to the Jewish people’s acceptance 

of Hashem’s covenant. 

In order to truly appreciate the words of Rashi, 

Talilei Oros brings an absolutely enlightening explana-

tion from the Panim Meiros: When Moshe said that he 

had designated the heaven and earth as witnesses, the 

Mizrachi explains that he referred to the time when he 

said (ibid. 30:19)  - I call 

heaven and earth today to bear witness… in Parashas 

Nitzavim, in reference to the fact that heaven and earth 

witnessed Klal Yisrael’s acceptance of the Torah at 

Har Sinai. 

We must understand something very fascinating 

about this. The Gemara in Avodah Zara (3a) teaches us: 

In the future the nations will complain, saying that 

Klal Yisrael does not deserve reward. Hashem will 

reply that the heaven and the earth should testify that 

the Jewish people fulfilled the Torah. The nations will 

then say, “How could the heaven and earth testify? 

They are biased!” For the Sages teach that during 


