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Now You Know 
Hillel said, “That which to you is 

distasteful, do not do unto your fellow.” 
Often referred to as “the Golden Rule,” 

other religions rephrase it as, “Do unto 
others as you would have done to you,” 

though they are not the same thing. 

In the case of Do unto others, we 
suggest treating others as we’d like to 

be treated, likely in the hopes of reaping 
what we sow and being treated in kind. 

Hillel’s message, however, was different. 

When someone does something to you 
that you don’t like, there is a natural 

desire to repay him in kind. The Torah 
tells us not to take revenge or respond 

in a similar fashion. 

Though you’re not expecting the person 

to treat you kindly, since he already 
offended you, you are instructed to hold 

back from lashing out at him. 

Korach said to Moshe, “Rav Lach,” you 
have so much, in regard to the 

leadership role Moshe had. 

In order to drive home the point that 
this was Divinely ordained, Moshe 

responded, “Rav Lachem B’nai Levi,” 
that Korach ALSO had a special Divinely 

ordained role. 

However, Moshe was punished for this, 
and when he prayed to enter the land of 

Israel, HaShem said, “Rav Lach,” you’ve 
said many prayers, now cease. 

If Moshe didn’t like when Korach said it 
to him, he should not have used it, 
EVEN to teach Korach a lesson. 

If we all took this to heart the world 
would be a more peaceful place, and we 

would be even more deserving of G-d’s 
mercy. (See Sotah 13b)    

Thought of the week: 

When you fight fire with 
fire, everyone gets burned. 

 (B:ZU RBDMB) „...OYTAMW OYwMX LARsY YNBM OYwNAW HwM YNPL WMQYW‰ 
“And they rose up in the face of Moshe, and also some men of the Children of Israel 
numbering 250...” (Numbers 16:2) 
Korach wanted to stage a coup. He felt that Moshe was giving out roles to those he 
personally chose, and that he, Korach, had been incorrectly passed over for a leadership 
position. A wise and holy man with prophetic knowledge, Korach saw that his offspring 
would produce a prophet equal to both Moshe and Aharon. 

The Ohr HaChaim asks how Korach went forward with this plan. What made him foolhardy 
enough to think he could get away with confronting Moshe, the true prophet of G-d, and not 
have the people stone him? 

He says that the previous verse gives us an insight into what made it happen. Korach was 
the son of Yitzhar who was the second oldest after Amram, father of Moshe and Aharon. 
That meant the families two younger brothers would not have the audacity to speak up 
against him. As Yitzhar was the son of Kehas, the greatest of the sons of Levi, that meant 
that none of the other Levite families would speak against him or his attack on Moshe. 

Finally, he was the son of Levi, which was a holy tribe, and the other tribes would not go up 
against Levi. Not only that, he bolstered his case by taking along sons of Reuven, the 
natural first-born, against whom the younger tribes would not be able to speak. 

Essentially then, Korach was foolish enough to go through with his plan because he 
thought he could get away with it! Even if his cause didn’t have merit, nobody would 
contradict him or try to stand in his way. This was enough to give him the nerve to proceed. 

Korach had another thing working against him as well. He was extremely wealthy. He was 
the wealthiest man in the world at the time, and even today there is a Yiddish expression, 
“Rich as Korach.” 

Rich men are often surrounded by “yes men,” who agree with whatever they say and tell 
them how brilliant they are. People who are born into wealthy families have a difficult 
challenge in relating to other people because they are so used to getting their way that they 
only see things from one perspective. 

Korach’s folly, then, was that he was so sure he was right and then he further surrounded 
himself with people who agreed he was right so he would not have to face the possibility 
that he was wrong. That’s why when Moshe answered his questions about the garment 
made entirely of Techeiles or the house full of Sifrei Torah Korach merely laughed and 
mocked him. He couldn’t see how Moshe’s position could have any merit at all because in 
his mind he had a perception and he was not open to the possibility that there could be a 
different point of view. 

We must learn from Korach to be honest with ourselves and understand that our way isn’t 
necessarily the high way. His descendant Shmuel was born only because Korach’s 
children opted to avoid the machlokes of their father and for that they merited greatness. 

A historian discovered a little-known, but very vicious machlokes that raged between 
Satmar/Sighet and another big chassidus in the pre-war years. Whatever the fight was, it 
seemed to this historian in hindsight that Satmar was wrong and the other Rebbe was right. 

He approached a grandson of the other Rebbe and offered to write a book that would vindicate 
his grandfather against Satmar and likely help him build a larger following. 

The young Rebbe demurred, saying: "The Holocaust buried 6 million neshamos -- perhaps we 
can let it bury one machlokes as well!"          (as heard from R’ Betzalel Mandel, Moscow Community Kollel.) 
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Mazel Tov to  

Chavi Nimchinsky (Monsey)  

and  

Naftali Kulik (Baltimore) 
upon your wedding!  

May you build a Torah-true home and be 

a source of much nachas to yourselves, 

your families, and the Ribono Shel Olam. 

 

 

Don’t fight it! 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others.  You’ll be glad 

you did.   

E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 

 


