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It says in this week’s Parsha, “You shall set up judges and law enforcement officials for yourself 
in all your cities that Hashem is giving you… You shall not plant for yourself an ashera, or any tree, near 
the altar of Hashem… And you shall not set up for yourself a statue, which Hashem hates.” (Devarim 16:18-

22) What is the connection between the prohibitions of planting an ashera and putting up a statue and the 
mitzvah of appointing judges? 

R’ Yehoshua ben Levi said: Every day, a Bas Kol (Heavenly voice) resounds from Har Sinai, 
proclaiming: "Woe is to the creatures who insult the Torah" (Avos 6:2). The Baal Shem Tov asks, If there is 
a Bas Kol, why can’t we hear it? And if we don’t hear it, what is its purpose? He explains that this 
announcement is not a sound that can be heard with our ears, but rather a spiritual message that is understood 
by the heart. Each and every day, every Jewish soul Hirurei Teshuva, glimmers of regret over his actions, 
and this is the Bas Kol. 

A smart person knows how to act upon these thoughts of Teshuva, and immediately begins to 
change himself for the better. However, one who is not so wise does not pay attention to these internal 
thoughts and is indifferent to them. 

The Modzits Rebbe writes, when the time comes for a person to give an accounting before the 
Almighty, he blames his Yetzer Harah for his sins. Hashem will answer him, “Every day, a Bas Kol 
resounds from Har Sinai, proclaiming: ‘Woe is to the creatures who insult the Torah.’” Hashem sends 
everyone thoughts of Teshuva to wake them up. Therefore, one cannot justify his sins by blaming his Yetzer 
Harah. He must answer as to why he didn’t take action upon hearing the Bas Kol. This is hinted to in the 
pasuk,  "שופטים ושוטרים תתן לך" “You shall set up judges and law enforcement officials for yourself”- hinting 
to the fact that we will one day give judgement on " אשר ה' אלהיך נותן לך שעריךבכל" . The word “שעריך” hints 
to Teshuva, as is said "לדופקי בתשובה" שערפותח ה  - “Hashem opens a gate for those who want to do Teshuva.” 
Every day, Hashem opens gates and provides opportunities for us to do Teshuva, and we must answer to 
Hashem if we don’t take advantage of them.  

Now we can understand the connection between the mitzvah of appointing judges and the 
prohibitions of planting an ashera and putting up a statue. The Midrash tells us (Shmos Rabba 8:2) that four 
kings made themselves into Gods. One example is Pharaoh who said, “The river is mine, and I have made 



it.” (Yechezkal 29:9). The Sifsei Cohen explains that the prohibition of “planting an asherah” is really a 
prohibition against making ourselves into an avodah zarah, like these four kings did. Why would someone 
make himself into a God? From Haughtiness. That’s why the Torah juxtaposed the pasuk of putting up a 
statue, to teach us that we shouldn’t stand ourselves up with our head held high because then, we will end 
up being haughty like a statue that stands tall and proud. This is what Chazal explain (Sotah 4b) that anyone 
who is haughty is considered to be an idol worshipper, as he is worshiping himself! 

R’ Yonah writes (Shaarei Teshuva 1:27) about the concept of haughtiness: Not only does haughtiness 
cause one to sin, it is a sin in and of itself, like it says “One who has a haughty heart is an abomination of 
Hashem” (Mishlei 16:5). A haughty person is controlled by his Yetzer; Hashem does not help him because 
haughtiness is disgusting in Hashem’s eyes. A haughty person can’t do teshuva, since “Each day, a 
person’s inclination overpowers him and tries to kill him. If not for Hashem’s help, it would conquer him” 

(Sotah 52b). The haughty person doesn’t have Hashem’s help, so he is overcome by his Yetzer Harah.  

R’ Shmuel of Slonim adds: Hashem himself keeps the Torah. Since the Torah says that it’s a 
mitzvah not to say something that won’t be listened to, Hashem follows this as well. Therefore, if Hashem 
knows that someone will not listen to the Bas Kol, Hashem will not send him this message.  

Thus, it seems that a haughty person does not even hear the Bas Kol and therefore prevents Hashem 
from sending him thoughts of Teshuva. On an elementary level, Hashem warns a person that he will have 
to face judgment for not acting on these thoughts of Teshuva - "טרים תתן לך בכל שעריךופטים ושוש" . But even 
worse is a person prevents Hashem from sending him thoughts of Teshuva all together! This is why the 
prohibitions of creating an ashera and putting up a statue – which warn us against being haughty – follow 

"טרים תתן לך בכל שעריךופטים ושוש" , so one shouldn’t prevent Hashem from sounding the Bas Kol due to his 
haughtiness. May we be zoche to wake up and do a complete Teshuva immediately!  

 
 
 

  
 

“One who is haughty in his service of Hashem cannot come to do 
Teshuva” 

 

R’ Uri of Dubinsky 
 

“Everyone worries that they don’t have what to live for. Why 
don’t they worry that they don’t have what to die for?” 

 

Chofetz Chaim 
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