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Grave Situation 
Does a Tied Up Animal on a Grave Activate Aveilus  

 

Around 3:00 o’clock in the morning, two 

husky burglars broke into the Berger residence. 

They were rummaging around looking for 

something valuable to steal. “Uh boss, I’m 

scared,” the larger of the two said. 

“Aw, what do you 

think they have here, 

monsters?”  the boss 

replied. 

“Well, what’s that 

eight foot hairy 

creature coming 

towards us?” 

“Aaaah!” screamed 

the boss. “Keep calm, we are professionals! 

Amongst my specialized thieving tools, I have a 

net. Help me catch that creature.” 

They stood together holding the net. The 

gorilla ran right into their clutches, and got 

tangled into their net. “We got it,” the boss 

cried triumphantly. “I didn’t know people are 

starting to have watch-gorillas to protect their 

houses. They must be very expensive. We can 

probably get a lot of money for it.” 

Meanwhile upstairs in the boy’s room, 

Baruch, whispered to his brother “Yossi, I hear 

unfamiliar voices. I think they are burglars.”  

“It can be dangerous to investigate them,” 

Yossi cautioned.   

“I’m going just to get my camera to see if I 

can possibly get a safe picture of them while 

they leave.”    

Back downstairs, 

the boss exclaimed in a 

whisper, “Quick! I hear 

people rummaging 

upstairs. Let us grab 

the ape and go.” 

As the burglars 

leave the house 

holding the tied up 

gorilla, “Baruch, I see the thieves leaving,” 

exclaimed Yossi. ”Oy vey! They kidnapped 

Gedalia the gorilla.” 

After getting a couple of snapshots through 

the window shades, Baruch announced, “I took 

a good picture of the car’s license-plate.” 

The Bergers immediately reported the 

break-in and gorilla-napping to the police. 

Meanwhile the next day, the thieves were 

driving with the tied up gorilla in the back seat. 

The police spotted them, and started to follow 

them.   

“Uh boss, those cops are following us.” 
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“I am going to drive into that graveyard to 

get them off our tail,” the boss said. 

“Uh boss… there is a funeral going on here, 

and they just lowered the coffin into the 

grave.” 

“You just gave me a great idea how to get 

rid of the evidence!” the boss exclaimed. “Help 

me carry the ape. We will throw it into the 

grave after the coffin.” 

While trying to put the gorilla into the grave 

in front of all the onlookers, “It got stuck, boss. 

What do we do now?” 

“Run like mad!”  

The relatives were in a dilemma. One 

brother of the deceased said, “We can’t throw 

dirt on top of the gorilla! It will kill it.”  

The daughter of the departed 

exclaimed, “Don’t touch the ape, it 

might be dangerous.” 

“Are we considered an onain, or 

are we presently in aveilus?” 

questioned the son of the niftar. 

 

The aveilus is activated after the coffin is 

put in the earth and covered with soil or with 

something else (Yorah Deah 375:1 from Rosh). 

Even an animal can be used to cover up the 

grave (Rambam Tumas Meis 6:4; Me’iri 

Eiruvin 14b). Yet, the animal has to be tied up 

to be considered a cover for the grave 

(Rambam Tumas Meis 6:4; Shaar Hamelech 

Sukkah 4:16).   

However, the burglars did not put the 

animal in the grave for the purpose of covering 

it, rather just to get rid of it. Does this activate 

the aveilus? 

Is it necessary to have the thought process 

of planning to cover the grave, or the action 

alone even without that concept activates the 

aveilus? 

It seems that the gorilla covering the grave, 

even without intention, activates the aveilus  

(based on Rambam Tumas Meis 6:4, 5, 7: 

Aruch Hashulchon Ha’asid Tumas Meis 16:4-

7). 

A person who came to the levaya to show 

his last respects suggested, “I will call Rabbi 

Berger. He usually has a solution for these types 

of problems.” 

“Rabbi Berger, someone threw a tied up 

gorilla into a grave here. What do we 

do?” 

Rabbi Berger responded, “I will 

pick it up right away. You solved the 

mystery of our missing gorilla!”   

 

Did the gorilla activate the aveilus of 
the relatives when it covered the 

grave? 
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