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וימת הרן על פני תרח אביו בארץ “ 11:28

 ”מולדתו באור כשדים

“Haran dies in the presence of Terach his father, in 

his native land – in Ur Kasdim.”  Rashi quotes a 

Medrash explaining the words, “על פני תרח אביו” – 

that Haran died through his father – because of his 

father.  According to many of the Rishonim, this 

was the first of Avrohom’s ten Nisyonos, tests, 

which he passed. Avrohom was thrown into a fiery 

pit and miraculously emerged unscathed.  While 

Avrohom was saved, his brother was killed by fire 

during this incident. Haran chose to side with 

Avrohom, though he was not saved from the fire 

and perished in front of his father, Terach.  The 

great miracle that occurred for Avrohom, and how 

he smashed the Avodah Zarah of his father Terach, 

are not stated explicitly in the Torah.  Why does 

the Torah not state explicitly that Avrohom stood 

up for the sake of Hashem, and how he was 

miraculously saved?  Rashi says that Haran was 

asked who he was with, and Haran responded that 

he was with Avrohom, for he saw how Avrohom 

was saved.  Haran was not saved and was killed by 

fire.  Why did they ask Haran anything – when the 

whole incident occurred because Terach told 

Nimrod that Avrohom smashed his idols, and Haran 

apparently had nothing to do with that?  Why 

wasn’t Haran saved along with Avrohom?  The 

following Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, 

and support the P’shat offered in the closing 

paragraph. 

וימת הרן על פני תרח “ 38:13- בראשית רבה 

 Terach was a manufacturer and seller of – ”אביו

Avodah Zarah.  One time he left his store, and 

placed his son, Avrohom, in charge of the store.  If 

someone wanted to purchase an idol, Avrohom 

would ask him his age.  Whatever age the person 

was, Avrohom would answer back, “Woe is to the 

man who is such and such years old, and wishes to 

bow to that which is a day old.”  Whereupon the 

person would be embarrassed, and would not 

purchase the idol.  One time a woman came in 

carrying a large plate of flour and wanted to offer it 

before the idols.  Avrohom took an axe and 

smashed all the idols, except for the biggest one 

there, and placed the axe in the hand of that idol.  

When Terach returned and saw that his idols were 

destroyed, he asked Avrohom who did it.  Avrohom 

explained that a woman came in wanting to offer 

flour, and all of the idols wanted to eat first, so the 

largest idol smashed all the rest of them so he 

could eat first.  Terach asked Avrohom why he was 

making fun of him, for the idols do not know what 

is happening around them.  Avrohom retorted, 

“Did your ears hear what your mouth just said? You 

yourself said that these idols are really powerless – 

so how can you worship them?”  Upon hearing this, 

Terach brought Avrohom to Nimrod.  Avrohom and 

Nimrod had a dialogue, and Nimrod was not happy 

with the words of Avrohom, and cast him into the 

fire saying, “Let the G-d to Whom you bow come 

and save you.”  While this was happening, Haran 

was thinking that he would side with Avrohom if he 

lived through the fire, and if not, he would side 

with Nimrod.  When he saw that Avrohom was 

saved, he sided with Avrohom and was promptly 

cast into the fire, where his innards were burned, 

and he exited the furnace, and died in front of 

Terach.   

 ”ונחמרו“ Bereishis Rabbah 38:13 – עץ יוסף 

– Hakodosh Boruch Hu did not perform a miracle 

for Haran and save him from the fire, because 

Hashem only provides miracles for those who are 

willing to give up their lives for Hashem, and not 

for those who rely on a miracle to be saved.  

ו"פירוש מהרז   – Bereishis Rabbah 38:13 

 Why were Haran’s – ”וימת הרן על פני תרח אביו“

innards burned and not the outside of his body?  

Being that Haran was willing to risk his life to be 

Mekadesh Shem Shomayim, he was Zoche that 

Hashem’s Name was Mekudesh through him, in 

that his body remained miraculously intact.   

 Bereishis Rabbah 38:13 - אשד הנחלים 

 The Torah says that – ”וימת הרן על פני תרח אביו“

Haran died in front of Terach, for while Haran sided 

with Avrohom for it appeared that it was the 

winning side, nonetheless, he really believed what 

his father taught him, and believed in the Avodah 

Zara.  It was because Haran still believed in the 
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Avodah Zara that he died, and did so in front of 

Terach for his death was the fault of Terach.   

 This Posuk – ”וימת הרן“ 11:28 – רבינו בחיי 

lets us know of the greatness of Avrohom who 

gave himself over to death with Emunah in 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  In the beginning of the next 

Parsha, Hashem speaks to Avrohom.  It is 

appropriate to know about the individual that 

Hashem would be speaking with, and what he did 

to be worthy of it.  In the same way, the Torah first 

tells us that Noach was an Ish Tzaddik Tamim, and 

then tells us that Hashem spoke to Noach.  There 

are a few P’shatim on the meaning of this Posuk, 

and the true Kabbalah of this Posuk is to teach us 

that Avrohom was thrown into a fire for the sake of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  

וימת הרן על פני תרח “ 11:28 – יצב אברהם 

 Why doesn’t the – ”אביו בארץ מולדתו באור כשדים

Torah tell us about the test of Avrohom being 

thrown into the fiery pit?  This test was not stated 

in the Torah because Avrohom was not 

commanded to do this.  Avrohom was not a  מצווה

 for someone who is a Ben Noach is not ,ועושה

commanded on the Mitzvah of Kiddush Hashem 

(Sanhedrin 74b).  Bava Kamma 38a – One who is 

commanded to perform a Mitzvah and does so, is 

greater than one who performs a Mitzvah which he 

was not commanded to perform.  Therefore, the 

other Nisyonos of Avrohom, where he was 

commanded to perform them, are greater than this 

one, where he was not commanded.  Perhaps this 

is also the reason why by Akeidas Yitzchok the 

Torah does not say anywhere that Yitzchok was 

tested.  Being that Avrohom was the one who was 

commanded, and not Yitzchok, the Torah only 

mentions Avrohom’s Nisoyon.   

ם"מלבי   – ”וימת הרן על פני תרח“ 11:28 – 

What do these words mean, “And Haran died in 

front of Terach?”  The Torah is telling us that 

Terach caused Haran’s death, for he told Nimrod 

that his sons turned away from the service of their 

idols, and because of that, Nimrod threw them into 

a fiery pit.   

ן"רמב  וימת הרן על פני תרח אביו “ 11:28 - 

 The Rambam in his – ”בארץ מולדתו באור כשדים

Moreh Nevuchim quotes from a book called, 

“Egyptian Agriculture” which recounts the story of 

what occurred with Avrohom.   Avrohom was born 

in Cutha, and he disagreed with the masses living in 

Kasdim, who worshipped the sun.  As a result of his 

refusal to worship the sun, he was imprisoned.  

While in prison, he continued to debate them, 

Avrohom telling them that the sun was not a god, 

rather there is only one true G-d in the world, and 

that is Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  The king saw that 

Avrohom would not relinquish his faith for 

anything, and feared that Avrohom would corrupt 

his kingdom, and draw people towards his faith. In 

this scenario, any king would have killed Avrohom 

on the spot.  However, Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

performed a miracle, and either the king threw him 

into a fiery pit and he survived, or Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu put into the king’s thoughts that he 

should not kill Avrohom, rather he should banish 

him to the border of Kna’an, after confiscating all 

of his possessions.   The Ibn Ezra questions this 

version of the story, for if it were so, why didn’t the 

Torah mention it directly?  The answer to his 

question is that the Torah did not write it down for 

not all agreed that a miracle occurred for Avrohom, 

rather they believed it was magic.  While we know 

that it was in fact a miracle, it was never clearly 

proven, and therefore the Torah did not want to 

record that which was not proven to be a miracle.  

In Mitzrayim, there were those who initially did not 

believe in Moshe, and believed that he was doing 

magic, however the Torah does mention it because 

it was ultimately proven that it was in fact Hashem 

who was performing miracles and it was not magic.   

ה"של  וימת הרן על פני תרח אביו “ 11:28 - 

אור “ ,The words – ”בארץ מולדתו באור כשדים

 allude to great miracles that Avrohom was ”כשדים

Zoche to there.  Why weren’t these great miracles 

stated explicitly in the Torah, just as we see the 

miracle of Chananya, Misha’el, and Azaryah, who 

were saved from a fiery pit, and it is stated 

explicitly in Sefer Daniel?  Had the miracles of Ur 

Kasdim been written in the Torah explicitly and at 

length, that because Avrohom broke the Avodah 

Zaras and was thrown into the fire, and was 
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miraculously saved, it would have appeared that 

according to the letter of the law Avrohom was 

obligated to do what he did.  It would have 

appeared that every Yid has a responsibility to put 

himself in harm’s way, if need be, and to chase 

after any opportunity to perform a Kiddush 

Hashem.  The truth is that this is not so, for one is 

not required to place himself in a position where 

he is then required to be Moser Nefesh.  

וימת הרן על פני תרח “ 11:28 - פתח עינים 

םאביו בארץ מולדתו באור כשדי ” – The intention of 

Avrohom Avinu in his actions here was not to 

perform a Kiddush Hashem, rather his sole purpose 

was to make known to his generation that there is 

a Ribbono Shel Olam Who runs and sustains this 

world at all times.  It was because Avrohom did 

this, that he ended up in the position of being cast 

into the fire and being saved.   

ש מבעלזא"מהר  וימת הרן על פני “ 11:28 – 

 Rashi says that Terach told Nimrod – ”תרח אביו

that Avrohom was against the Avodah Zara.  Haran 

was there and decided in his mind that if Avrohom 

would live, he would side with Avrohom, and if not, 

he would side with Nimrod.  He sided with 

Avrohom, and was thrown into the fire and died.  It 

appears from the words of Rashi that the reason 

that Avrohom was cast into the fire was because 

Terach told Nimrod about his smashing the idols.  

However, had Terach not done so, no one would 

have asked him if he believes in the Avodah Zara or 

not.  If so, why was Haran asked if he sided with 

Avrohom or Nimrod? Perhaps we can explain that 

although Terach was the one who brought 

Avrohom before Nimrod, and because of Terach 

Avrohom was cast into the fiery pit, nonetheless, 

after Hakodosh Boruch Hu saved Avrohom from 

the fire, Terach was proud and felt dignified about 

how his own son was saved.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

did not want Terach to be so happy and filled with 

pride, so he had Haran burned, so that Terach 

would not be so exuberant.  Although the death of 

Haran, Avrohom’s brother, caused anguish to 

Avrohom, it was tempered for there was 

something good for Avrohom that came from 

Haran’s death.  Haran had two daughters, Milkah 

and Yiskah; Milkah was the older one, and Yiskah, 

who was Sarah, was the younger one.  Terach had 

two sons besides Haran: Avrohom, and Nachor.  

Avrohom was older than Nachor, and the custom 

was for the older to marry the older, and the 

younger the younger.  That would mean that 

Avrohom would have had to marry Milkah.  

However, Avrohom saw with Ruach Hakodesh the 

actions of Sarah and Milkah, and therefore he only 

wanted to marry Sarah.  Had Haran been alive, he 

would not have allowed Avrohom, the older, to 

marry his daughter Sarah, who was the younger.  

Now that he was not alive, Avrohom was able to 

marry Sarah.   

וימת הרן על פני תרח “ 11:28 - דבש השדה 

 Why did Haran die, if he in fact was a – ”אביו

believer in Hakodosh Boruch Hu like Avrohom 

Avinu?  The Targum Yonason says that when Haran 

saw that Avrohom did not die, he figured that he 

would side with him and would also be saved.  

When the people saw that Avrohom exited the 

fiery pit unscathed, they began to think that 

perhaps it was due to Haran who somehow did not 

allow the fire to harm him.  Immediately a fire 

came down from Shomayim and burned him.  

What was the reason for Haran being killed – was it 

because he was not a true believer, or was it 

because people thought that he saved Avrohom?  

Haran was not really a full believer in Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu and was not prepared to be Moser 

Nefesh for Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  For one who truly 

believes in Hakodosh Boruch Hu with Emunah 

Shlaima, no harm comes to that person.  However, 

once there were those who thought that he saved 

Avrohom, a fire came out and burned him – for 

being that he did not have complete Emunah, 

there was nothing to save him.     

“ 118:8 – מדרש שוחר טוב  ', טוב לחסות בד

 It is better to trust in Hashem than“ – ”מבטח באדם

to rely on man.”  Avrohom did not rely on the 

words of his father, Terach, nor on the words of his 

mother, who told him to serve Avodah Zarah like 

the rest of the generation.  When Avrohom was 

cast into the fire, it was Hakodosh Boruch Hu, 

Himself, Who went and saved Avrohom, as the 
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Posuk says, “ אשר הוצאתיך מאור כשדים' אני ד ” – “I, 

Hashem, am the One Who took him out of the 

‘fires’ of Kasdim.”  Haran was torn whether he 

should follow Avrohom or Nimrod.  He trusted in 

the words of his father, and followed after Avodah 

Zara. When they began to test people to see if they 

believed in their Avodah Zara, Haran figured that 

being that Avrohom was two years older than him, 

they would first test him.  He would watch to see 

what would happen to him.  If Avrohom would 

come out alive, he would say that he is a follower 

of Avrohom, and if he would be burned, he would 

say that he is a follower of Nimrod.  When Haran 

saw that Avrohom was saved from the fire, he said 

that he was a follower of Avrohom.  They cast him 

into the fire, and being that he was not really 

prepared to give his life, just that he thought he 

would live, the fire burned his innards, and before 

he died, a Malach took him out of the fire and cast 

him in front of Terach, and then he died.   

 – ”מאן קטיל ליה להרן“ – 77b – זוהר הקדוש 

“Who killed Haran?”  When Avrohom was cast into 

Ur Kasdim, a fiery pit, Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

revealed himself and saved Avrohom.  While 

Avrohom was in the fire, Haran was standing there 

mourning and worrying what would happen to his 

brother, Avrohom.  He was greatly distressed that 

Avrohom was going to be burned.  When Avrohom 

emerged from the fire unharmed, the people 

thought that perhaps the reason that Avrohom was 

not burned was in order to save his brother the 

pain of seeing his brother being harmed.  

Immediately, a fire came (not from the people but 

from Above) and burned Haran in order to 

eradicate that thought from their minds.  Others 

explain that the people thought that the progeny 

of Terach had a special power in that fire could not 

hurt them, being that Terach toiled in creating and 

serving Avodah Zara.  They wanted to test this 

theory out, to see if Avrohom was saved because 

he was a child of Terach, or was there something 

unique and special about Avrohom.  They therefore 

took Haran and threw him into the fire.  When they 

saw that the fire killed Haran, they recognized that 

Avrohom was saved from the fire only because of 

Divine intervention.  The world knew on that day 

that it was only Hakodosh Boruch Hu Who saved  

Avrohom, and all realized that it was Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu Who runs the world, and they need not 

fear Nimrod or anyone else.  They told Avrohom 

that they realize that his G-d is the real G-d of the 

world, and asked Avrohom to teach their children 

his ways.  Avrohom did so, and made many Geirim.   

 Perhaps now we can have a deeper 

understanding of the story with Avrohom being 

thrown into the fiery pit in Ur Kasdim, and why 

Haran was burned in the fire.  Avrohom was a man 

on a mission.  He searched for the true Master of 

the world, and he found the Master – Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu.  He went and destroyed the Avodah 

Zara of Terach, for he wanted to make a point that 

the Avodah Zara had no power, and were certainly 

not the masters of the world.  By doing so, he 

placed his life in danger, and was cast into a fire.  

He was not commanded to do so by Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu but did so out of his own volition.  This 

Nisoyon is not mentioned explicitly in the Torah, 

for while it was a indeed a great deed, Avrohom 

was not commanded to do so, as opposed to the 

other Nisyonos where there was a direct 

command. Although Avrohom was not 

commanded to risk his life, he was saved because 

he was in fact prepared to be Moser Nefesh for the 

sake of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Haran, either burned 

by a fire from Shomayim, or thrown into the fire 

like Avrohom, was not really prepared to be Moser 

Nefesh. He inherently chose the Avodah Zara. 

However, when he saw what happened with 

Avrohom, he said he was on his side, for he wanted 

to be on the winning side.  There needed to be a 

clear sign that Avrohom was a true Eved Hashem, 

and Haran was not – and therefore he was killed.  

Through this great miracle, Avrohom was Zoche to 

continue doing what he wanted to do, make 

Hashem’s Name great in the world and bring 

people close to Hashem.  May we be Zoche to be a 

true Eved Hashem, like Avrohom Avinu. 


