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Sukkos 5778 
 

Go Out to Come In 

Many of you recall my posts about Shabbos, where I suggested 

you disconnect to reconnect. The constant interruptions of cell 

phones, computers, television, radio, and any other mediums 

can take their toll on our peace of mind and even our rational 

thought. With a Pavlovian response to rings, dings, and chirps, 

our minds begin to race and we live in reactive mode instead of 

a reflective and proactive one. 

When Shabbos, comes, though, we are no longer slaves to the 

incessant calls for our attention. We can focus on our families, 

our priorities, and our relationship with HaShem which is more 

valuable than any stock or bond. (It’s the REAL mutual fund!) 

By disconnecting, we reconnect with the people we were 

supposed to be; the people we still are deep down. We have the 

opportunity to see the world with more clarity. We are able to 

reconnect to what’s really important. 

On Sukkos, we do something similar. 

The whole year we dwell indoors, in the perceived security of our homes, the walls and roof shielding 

us from the elements and, we might imagine, from the outside world. The paint might be peeling and 

the roof might leak, but it’s still home and we feel safe and comfortable there (more or less.) 

Then comes Sukkos. G-d tells us, “Go outside.” Actually, He doesn’t say that. It’s more like, “Come 

outside.” We are invited into G-d’s living room, the outside world where nature (as directed by Him) 

can interact with us by heat, cold, wind, rain, or sunshine. It’s the way we are reminded that the walls 

we dwell within are merely things that interfere with that direct connection. 

One of G-d’s name is “HaMakom,” meaning, “The Place.” It is most-commonly used when we tell a 

mourner, “HaMakom Yenachem Eschem B’Soch Shaar Aveilei Tzion V’Yerushalayim” – May the Place 

comfort you amongst the rest of those who mourn Zion and Jerusalem. 

G-d isn’t a being outside of us, but inside of us. He is the calm at the core of our being. At the same 

time, He is our refuge; our place to turn for protection from the challenges and storms of life, and we 

dwell in security in Him. 

On Sukkos, we go out of our temporary walls, those of our homes which may last for decades but not 

for the eternity that G-d exists for, and enter the space known as “HaMakom,” where G-d is our refuge 

and protection. 

By removing the imagined protections and recognizing that it is HaShem Who is, was, and always will 

be our single address for safety in the maelstrom we call life, we are able to come inside, by going 

outside.  

All my love, D.W. the Facebuker Rebbe 
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 YOM ^ TOV 
 

On Sukkos we fulfill the biblical injunction 
to take together four species... each 
representing a different type of Jew. 

Inherent in this mitzvah is the 
understanding that there are different types 
of Jews and, yet, when we stand together 

we can accomplish so much more than 
when we stand apart. 



“You shall dwell in Sukkos (booths) seven days...” (Leviticus 23:42)  

There are similarities between Pesach and Sukkos. Both are on the 
fifteenth of the month, both last seven days, and both 
commemorate the Exodus from Egypt. There is a striking difference 
though. 
On Pesach, we were commanded to gather and remain in our 
homes. We have a Seder and sit inside the house. On Sukkos, 
though, we celebrate outdoors, not in our homes. 

In an agrarian society, when Autumn is the harvest season, this 
makes perfect sense. On Pesach, our crops are in the field. We 
might look for our success outside our home. Therefore, we gather 
inside and recognize that our well-being comes from HaShem’s 
gracious hand and we don’t look at what’s outside. 

On Sukkos, we have gathered in our produce and brought it indoors. This time HaShem says, “Go out. 
Don’t look at what’s in the house. Now that the fields are empty, reflect and remember that I sustained 
you in the desert where there were no crops.” 

One message; two different ways of getting it.                                               #theObservantJew 

A Kollel fellow in Israel searched high and low for the most beautiful esrog he could find. Finally, he 
found a perfect specimen which had all the attributes and special nuances so prized in the Sukkos 
citron. 

As is the custom in Israel, the vendor allowed him to take it to his rabbi to have it checked out to 
ensure it was kosher. He brought it to R' Yehoshua Neuwirth z"l, author of the Shmiras Shabbos 
K'Hilchaso. 

R' Neuwirth looked at the esrog from every angle, admired it in the light, and smiled at its perfection. 
"How much does this cost?" he asked. The fellow replied, "500 
shekel." R' Neuwirth gave the esrog a last appreciative glance, 
then told the man, "It's pasul (unkosher.)" 

The kollel man was shocked. He had seen no blemish, and he had 
spent so much time on finding so perfect an esrog. He queried R' 
Neuwirth about it. 

The Rav responded, "Does your wife have a new dress for Yom 
Tov? Do your children have new shoes? Someone on a limited 
budget like you can fulfill the mitzvah with a less expensive esrog 
and buy these important items for your family. For someone else it 
may be Kosher, but for you, it is pasul." 

Often the most beautiful mitzvos are the ones done more simply, 
but with others in mind instead of ourselves.  

As heard from R' Bentzion Bamberger Shlit"a. 

 FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALKING POINTS 
The sacrifices offered during the seven days of Sukkos represent the nations of the world. There are a total of 70 
animals brought, corresponding to the 70 nations. Further, the 70 are made up of 35 bulls and 35 rams, which 
correspond to the two groups of 35 nations who get their Heavenly sustenance through the angels of Esav/Edom 
and Yishmael.  

Yishmael and Esav were the children of Avraham and Yitzchak respectively, who did not get the heritage of 
continuing the line of being HaShem’s special nation. They did not choose to be the Chosen People, but they are 
still leaders among the nations because of their ancestry. 

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: Only on Shmini Atzeres does Israel finally get its time for solitude with G-d. Why 
would HaShem make us wait until the festival is over to celebrate with Him? Could it be that because the nations 
are jealous of us and think we stole their birthright that we must go out of our way to show we are concerned for 
them as well? (See Kli Yakar Devarim 2:3) Perhaps we are to learn that we should care for others before ourselves? 

 

 

h/t Yosef Sebrow 


