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ֶכם ֵבית ֶאֶרץ ֲאֻחַזתְּ י ֶנַגע ָצַרַעת בְּ ָנַתתִּ י ֹנֵתן ָלֶכם ַלֲאֻחָזה וְּ ַנַען ֲאֶשר ֲאנִּ י ָתֹבאּו ֶאל ֶאֶרץ כְּ )יד, לד( כִּ  

 
When you come to the land of Canaan, which I am giving you as a possession, and I place a 
lesion of tzoraas upon a house in the land of your possession 
 

שּוָבה, ֶשֶנֱאמַ  ֵדי ֶשַיעֲׂשּו תְּ ֶקה ָבֵתיֶהן כְּ ֶרה ָבֶהם ּוַמלְּ יָכְך ַהָקדֹוש ָברּוְך הּוא ַמתְּ פִּ ֶכם. לְּ ֵבית ֶאֶרץ ֲאֻחַזתְּ י ֶנַגע ָצַרַעת בְּ ָנַתתִּ ר: וְּ

פִּ  ָׂשרֹו לְּ בְּ ֶיה ָזב בִּ הְּ י יִּ יש כִּ יש אִּ ָפָרָשה ַאֶחֶרת אֹוֵמר אִּ גּופֹו ֶשֵכן בְּ ם ָלאו לֹוֶקה בְּ אִּ ָָּה. ָחַזר בֹו מּוָטב וְּ חִּ ים לֹוקֹות תְּ יָכְך ָהֲאָבנִּ

גָ  ם ָלאו, בְּ אִּ גֹוָחַזר בֹו, מּוָטב. וְּ יֶה בֹו ֶנַגע וְּ הְּ י יִּ ַהֶבֶגד כִּ ין, ֶשֶנֱאַמר: וְּ גּופֹו' ָדיו לֹוקִּ ֶקה בְּ ם ָלאו, ַמלְּ אִּ מדרש )  ָחַזר בֹו, מּוָטב. וְּ

 (ד תנחומא

 

The Ohr HaChaim1 on this pasuk comments about the interesting order in which the Torah 
chose to present the laws of tzoraas. The Midrash Tanchuma teaches that there were 
essentially three different levels of tzoraas and each with a very different level of 
significance. When a negah was found in one’s home it was a warning sign for the 
individual to reflect on their behavior and eliminate the bad middah which caused the 
negah to appear before the punishment became more severe. If that wasn’t successful 
Hashem sent the negah one step closer affecting the clothing of the person as a more 
personal sign that it was imperative for the individual to change his ways. Finally, if these 
two spiritual signs had no awakening effect on the person the negah was sent in its most 
severe form afflicting the individual physically in a manner where it could no longer be 
ignored and disregarded. Hashem, in His merciful nature, does not immediately punish 
physically but attempts first to spiritually awaken us in a less harsh and punitive manner. 
 
Parenthetically, this Midrash serves as an important lesson for us to recognize the signs 
Hashem sends us through the loss of material items to improve our ways before the need to 
use stricter measures such as those that affect us physically. We must interpret the small 
and minor annoyances in life as the tzoraas that would have in the past befallen one’s home 
or garment so that we spare ourselves the dreadful physical afflictions that may be sent the 
second time around. 
 
Based on this Midrash asks the Ohr HaChaim it would follow that the laws relating to 
negaim afflicting a home should be taught first followed by negaim found on a garment and 

                                                
והוא לצד שהקדים לומר נגעי בני אדם, והוא הפך האמור בבעל הרחמים, לזה אמר מה שהקדמתי נגעי בני אדם הוא לצד  1

שעדיין לא באתם אל הארץ ואין בתים לנגוע בהם, אבל כי תבואו אל הארץ אז לא אתן הנגע באדם תחלה אלא ונתתי נגע 
ודם, לצד שנגעי אדם ישנם תיכף ומיד מהדיבור ואילך נוהגים ונגעי בבית ארץ וגו' תחלה. וטעם שלא סדר הכתוב נגע הבית ק

 הבית הוא כי יבואו, לזה הקדים הצריך תיכף ומיד. 



then on the person’s flesh since this is the order that these afflictions would actually occur 
according to the Midrash? Instead, the Torah taught us in Parshas Tazria the laws of 
tzoraas found on one’s skin and on garments and now in Parshas Metzorah the laws 
relating to a house stricken with tzoraas. 
 
The Ohr HaChaim offers a few approaches to answer his question and explains that the 
Torah tells us  ֶכם ֵבית ֶאֶרץ ֲאֻחַזתְּ י ֶנַגע ָצַרַעת בְּ ָנַתתִּ י ֹנֵתן ָלֶכם ַלֲאֻחָזה וְּ ַנַען ֲאֶשר ֲאנִּ י ָתֹבאּו ֶאל ֶאֶרץ כְּ כִּ   and since 
at the time the Bnei Yisrael had not yet entered the land which meant that tzoraas in homes 
was not yet something that could occur, the Torah therefore chose not to present these 
laws in the order that they would naturally occur.  
 
Rav Shalom Schwadron ZT’L, in a talk given about teshuva2 explains that one of the reasons 
it is so difficult for us to inspire ourselves to teshuva is because of the habituation process 
that takes place even when there is a serious warning to repent. Rav Shalom questions how 
it was possible that the generation of Noach was not inspired to repent since after all they 
heard Noachs’ warning and were aware of his greatness too. They all witnessed the great 
miracles in the way the animals came in pairs to Noach, the lion didn’t devour the sheep 
nor the cat the mice. Instead, all came in a calm and organized manner, a phenomenon 
completely against the laws of nature. They saw Noach’s warnings beginning to take shape 
and even when people tried to destroy the taivah Hashem surrounded it with bears and 
lions to protect it. Even when the rain began to fall the people remained reluctant to repent. 
How was this possible? As stubborn as they may have been shouldn’t their views have of 
changed once they saw that what was promised began to take effect?  
 
The answer is they became immune to the whole warning relating to the flood since they 
began hearing about it 120 years prior to it actually happening. If Noach would have 
warned them that Hashem was to bring a flood next week if the people didn’t repent surely 
they would have taken Noach’s words more seriously and with greater concern. However, 
when one hears about an event set to take place 120 years away it becomes hard for 
anyone to be encouraged and heed the warning of disaster. The people may have 
rationalized “We have so much time… why inconvenience ourselves now? As the flood gets 
closer we’ll deal with it then.” However, as the flood neared it was too late and there was 
nothing left for them to motivate a change within themselves.  
 
The Gemara teaches כל הרואה סוטה בקלקולה, יזיר עצמו מן היין, if one witnessed a Sotah being 

disgraced he should separate himself from wine. It was important to act as soon as you were 
inspired so as not to lose the intensity of what was experienced. This is a message for life as 
we need to act when an experience is fresh in our minds and has made an impression on us. 
The person that listens to the appeal of an individual that shares a heart breaking story 
about the pain and suffering his family has undergone, his wife and children are suffering 
from illnesses and he finds himself in deep financial debt due to the enormous medical 
costs and as you listen you mentally vow and commit to making a significant donation. 
After a few hours go by the feelings dwindle and you lose the emotional intensity that 
originally inspired because you allowed the thought to linger instead of acting immediately.  

                                                
2 Sefer Kol Dodi Dofek 



 
This perhaps was the intention of the Torah in its presentation of the laws of negaim. It’s 
true. Negaim will first befall the individual in his home as the Midrash taught but this 
should not shape our reactions and attitudes towards these spiritual wake-up calls. If we 
read the pesukim in the Torah in the order that the Midrash presented the events of 
negaim we may have processed the message of negaim as it being not so severe which may 
lead to a laxity in our own response to the appearance of a negah. We may rationalize that 
we have time to repent before it gets to my physical body since negaim in my home and on 
a garment is manageable. To this the torah makes it clear immediately at the start of the 
laws of negaim that these afflictions will befall you on your flesh, teaching us the most 
severe possibility first lest we fall to the danger of allowing the message to linger thereby 
losing the inspiration to better our ways. 
 
Good Shabbos 
 

 

 


