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The פרשה this week tells us that the 
Yidden were about to go into ארץ ישראל. 
The שבט of ראובן and גד approached משה 
 .חוץ לארץ and asked to stay behind in רבינו
They explained that they need enough 
land to graze their animals. משה 
responded with three arguments. One, 
that it is not right to stay behind while the 
rest of the Yidden fight a war to conquer 
 Two, this act would discourage .ארץ ישראל
the Yidden from wanting to settle ארץ 
 Three, this act is reminiscent of .ישראל
what happened at the time of the מרגלים. 
They then made the following deal; they 
would join the rest of the Yidden in the 
fight to liberate ארץ ישראל and only then 
would they get to settle as requested. 

There are a few apparent difficulties with 
the above mentioned story. 

What was the reason that the שבט of 
 asked to stay behind and out גד and ראובן
of ארץ ישראל? Also, this was the actual sin 
at the time of the מרגלים! In fact, משה 
himself mentioned this concern and 

lectured them extensively about it. The 
reason of the animals needing fields to 
graze isn't a legitimate argument, for how 
did they know that there wouldn't be 
enough in ארץ ישראל? Also, why was it so 
important for them to join the battle of ארץ 
 Wasn't Hashem capable of ?ישראל
making the Yidden win without them? 

Additionally, regardless of them joining in 
battle or not, the fact that they weren't 
planning to settle the land is in itself 
discouraging. משה discussed with them 
the problem of staying behind in detail, 
explaining that it's exactly like the מרגלים, 
yet was pacified once they agreed to join 
the battle. The battle is not what negates 
the problem of wanting to live outside of 
 !ארץ ישראל

There must have been a different reason 
as to why they wanted to stay out of ארץ 
 There had to be more than just a .ישראל
technical reason of pasture, for them to 
stay behind. 
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The שבטים that stayed behind saw the 
miracles of Hashem in ארץ ישראל during 
the invasion yet they agreed to come 
back. They also experienced the holiness 
of the land yet agreed to leave it all 
behind. Why?

We are in the days that the previous and 
current גלות is utmost on our minds. One 
hopefully feels that we are not home and 
in transit for two thousand years too long. 
How does one survive, stay connected, 
and doesn't give up despite so many 
years of גלות? 

The holy ספרים explain that like a seed, to 
sprout, it needs to rot first. So too, the 
time in גלות is like the rotting and the 
subsequent sprouting of the seeds. The 
tree however, is still bare of fruits. 

The שבטים agreed to leave everything 
behind so that we, nowadays, who live in 
 will have the strength to withstand ,גלות
living outside of ארץ ישראל. 

T h e ם י ט ב  ש
prepared חוץ 
 for us לארץ
to dwell in 
the time of 
 They .גלות
sacr i ficed 

t h e i r 
chance of 

living in ארץ ישראל so that we can live and 
survive physically and spiritually in גלות. 
Instead of looking at the שבטים in a 
negative light for staying behind one 
needs to see them in a positive light as 
they were ready to give up their spiritual 
gains for the sake of כלל ישראל. 

The תורה records the discussion of this 
story and only mentions the שבטים of 
 שבט מנשה as the half of גד and ראובן
wasn't involved in this discussion. The 
 was founded on saving lives ראובן of שבט
as ראובן was the one who saved his 
brother יוסף from certain death. ראובן was 
also the one who prepared the way for 
 to go into exile and ultimately יוסף
become the king. The name of גד also 
connotes acts of חסד as the letters גד 
indicates גומל דלים. 

There was an additional factor that the 
 established by choosing land שבטים
outside of ארץ ישראל. They created the 
ability for a Yid to achieve the holiness of 
 There .חוץ לארץ even when living in א״י
are many things that make א״י special. 
One of them is written in the תורה as it 
states ארץ אשר ה' אלוקיך דרש אתה תמיד 
 Hashem looks out and is .....עיני
concerned with the welfare of א״י. The 
 states that the eyes of Hashem are פסוק
on the land of א״י. The eyes refer to אמונה 
as we see in many places and quotes. 

They sacrificed their 
chance of living in ארץ 
 so that we can live and ישראל
survive physically and 

spiritually in גלות
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 is a place where one achieves ארץ ישראל
a greater level of אמונה by connecting 
with the אמונה that Hashem Himself has 
in it. It's a struggle to achieve that, but it's 

d o a b l e ה . נ ו מ i א n 
e s s e n c e , i s t o 

b e l i e v e 
something which 
we don't see. The 

physical world in 
essence, s t rongly 
states the opposite; 

everything is p r e s e n t , w e l l 
visualized, and practically accessible. 
The struggle is to rise above the practical. 
The holiness of א״י helps one achieve 
that. 

One can achieve that in חוץ לארץ as well 
but it's so much more difficult. חו״ל 
asserts the meta-physical  that it's nearly 
impossible to rise above that. One who 
does, even in a minute way, is achieving 
the nearly impossible and should be 
aware of the significance of his actions! 

These שבטים broke through these 
barriers. The battle of א״י signifies the 
battle of אמונה. The significance and 
importance that משה emphasized in the 
battle of א״י was to enable the שבטים to 
transplant אמונה of א״י into חו"ל. In 
addition, the battle of אמונה is a constant 
one. It took כלל ישראל seven years to 
conquer א״י indicating that's it's a never 
ending struggle. It will only end in the 
days of the final redemption together with 
 .משיח

To summarize; the שבטים that stayed 
behind were born into families that were 
there for others. They carried on this 
mission by wi l l ingly forgoing the 
opportunity of living in ארץ ישראל so that 
we in גלות, can survive in חוץ לארץ. They 
fought in the battle of א״י; they enabled 
those living חו״ל to attain the holiness of 
 that is present אמונה by acquiring the א״י
in ארץ ישראל. 

   

א גוט שבת

 is a ארץ ישראל
p l a c e w h e r e o n e 
achieves a greater level 

of אמונה


