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ַח ְוָנַתָת ָשמָ  ְזבֵּ ין ַהמִׂ ד ּובֵּ ל מֹועֵּ ין ֹאהֶׁ ת ְלָרְחָצה ְוָנַתָת ֹאתֹו בֵּ ת ְוַכּנֹו ְנחשֶׁ ּיֹור ְנחשֶׁ יָת כִׂ )ל יח( ה ָמיִׂ ְוָעשִׂ  

 

You shall make a Kiyor of copper and its base of copper for washing, and you shall place it 
between the Tent of Meeting and the altar, and you shall put water therein 
 

The Shem Mishmuel asks why did Hashem command Moshe to place the Kiyor between the 
Ohel Moed and the Mizbaiach? This would mean that if someone were to enter the 
Azarah/courtyard they would need to pass the Mizbaiach first to reach the Kiyor. If the 
Kiyor was to be used first by the Kohanim to clean their hands and feet it would have 
flowed better to place the Kiyor before the Mizbaiach? 
 
The Shem Mishmuel explains with an introduction to what the Kiyor symbolized with the 
following Targum Yehonason. 
 

ן ַתָמן מֹוי מְ  תֵּ ינֵּי ַמְדְבָחא ְותִׂ ְמָנא ּובֵּ ינֵּי ַמְשַכן זִׂ ּיֹוָרא בֵּ ן ַית כִׂ תֵּ י ְכַמָיאְותִׂ יְתהֹון הֵּ ַיין ַעְקמּומִׂ ְתיּוְבָתא ְוַשדִׂ ין בִׂ טּול חֹוַבָיא ְדַהְדרִׂ  

(, פקודיתרגו  יונתן ) 

 

And you should place the Kiyor between the Ohel Moed and the Mizbaiach and you should put 
water in it for the sinners that repent and throw their crookedness (wickedness) away like 
water  
 
Another reference to water symbolizing teshuvah is from the pasuk in Yeshaya. 
 

ירּו ֹרַע ַמעַ  ַזכּו ָהסִׂ עַ ַרֲחצּו הִׂ ְדלּו ָהרֵּ יָני חִׂ ד עֵּ גֶׁ ּנֶׁ יכֶׁ  מִׂ (ישעיה א טז) ְללֵּ  

 
Again, we see that water signifies cleansing oneself from evil and sinful ways. 
 
The Shem Mishmuel expounds that aveiros can burden the individual so that true teshuva 
can be a struggle when at it alone but with the zechus of the tzibbur (merit of being 
connected with a group of people or community) and being a part of a larger group the 
individual can now merit teshuva that leads to forgiveness since he is represented 
differently than if he was an independent seeking to be pardoned. Once a person connects 
himself to the tzibbur, the teshuva process becomes easier and more accessible. It is for this 
reason that a taanis tzibbur (communal fast day) needed to include even the Poshei Yisrael, 
the sinners of Klal Yisroel as seen with the ingredients used in the production of the 
ketores that even the foul smelling Chelbana spice was included.1 The same is true with the 
                                                
1 See Maseches Krisos 6a 



Machtzis Hashekel which required including both the poor and the rich in an equal manner 
so that there would be no division amongst Klal Yisroel and they would embody achdus 
which could act as a zechus for even those not eligible on their own merit. The Mizbaiach 
too signified representation of the tzibbur coming together as one since it was there that 
the korbanos of the tzibbur were offered. Therefore, the position of the Mizbaiach and 
Kiyor were placed in a manner in which one first reached the Mizbaiach so as to unify the 
sinner with the whole nation and enable the zechus hatzibbur and then turn himself 
toward the Kiyor to cleanse himself from the sin. 
 
The Mishnah in Yoma says: 
 
בן קטין עשה שני  עשר דד לכיור, שלא היו בו אלא שניי ; אף הוא עשה מוכני לכיור, שלא יהו מימיו נפסלין בלינה  

 (יומא ג,י)
Ben Katin made twelve spouts for the Kiyor, for it formerly only had two; he also made a 
machine (Muchni) for the kiyor so that its water should not become unfit by remaining 
overnight2. 
 
The question can be asked that it seems strange that a vessel commanded to be built by 
Hashem to Moshe would be constructed in a manner that would later allow for 
improvement and enhancements. Why wasn’t the Kiyor originally built with twelve spouts 
so that all the Kohanim on shift would be able to clean and sanctify themselves 
simultaneously? Additionally, if the water in the Kiyor was susceptible to Linah would it 
not have been more sensible to build this mechanism as part of the original design to avoid 
disgracing one of the Klei HaMikdash with the need to empty the water from the Kiyor each 
morning?  
 
Perhaps we can understand this Mishnah with greater insight according to the Targum 
Yehonason mentioned above. The Kiyor, as explained, symbolized teshuvah and the act of 
repairing ones ways. It was to clean away the sin and allow for a new start. It is for this very 
reason then that the Kiyor was built in a way in which it needed to be improved and made 
superior to its original design. It purposely was made with imperfection and flaws but so 
was the sinner who came to the Mishkan/BeisHaMikdash incomplete, missing parts, and in 
need for a redesign to function better and lead a more spiritually efficient life. This is the 
message of the Kiyor and to those steeped in sin. The Kiyor which was a holy vessel used 
daily in the Mishkan, it too was not perfect and even though was privileged to be in a holy 
environment and eventually rebuilt to perfection. 
 
Good Shabbos 
 

                                                
2 See the Mishnah in Yoma with the Rav who explains in greater detail the reason for the twelve spouts and 
the need for the Muchni/machine. 


