
 

Sponsored ל" זצ שמואל בן יוסף אלחנן צ"הרה נשמת לעילוי  

 שבת הגדול-פרשת צודברי תורה ל

Shabbos And Pesach Together Represent 
Perfect Emunah! 

 Why The Shabbos Before Pesach Is Known 
As “Shabbos Hagadol” 

The Tur writes (Orech Chaim, Siman 430) that the 
Shabbos before Pesach is known as “Shabbos 
Hagadol, The Great Shabbos”, because a great 
miracle happened on this day. We took the Korban 
Pesach on the 10th day of Nissan…Since we know 
that Jewish nation left Egypt on a Thursday, we can 
discern that the 10th day of Nissan was Shabbos. 
Every family took a lamb and tied it to a bedpost. 
The Egyptians asked them why they were doing 
this, and they answered that Hashem Yisborach 
commanded us to slaughter a lamb as a Korban 
Pesach. The Egyptians teeth became clenched in 
rage because they worshipped cattle and the Jews 
had openly declared that they were going to 
slaughter their deity. But they couldn’t say 
anything. This Shabbos is known as Shabbos 
Hagadol because of this miracle. 
The commentators note that all other holidays are 
established on the day of the month of the 
occasion that is commemorated. They ask: Why 
was this day established to be celebrated on 
Shabbos, the day of the week that the miracle 
occurred upon, and not on the 10th of Nissan, the 
day of the month that the miracle occurred on? 

 Leil Shimurim – The Night Of Protection 
The Torah refers to the night of Pesach as “Leil 
Shimurim”, the night of protection, as is stated: “It 
is a night that is protected by Hashem to take them 
out of Egypt, this night remains to Hashem a night 
that is guarded throughout the generations 
(Shemos 12:42).”  
The Ramban explains this “protection” as follows: 
It is protected for all of bnei Yisroel throughout the 
generations, for them to guard it and observe it by 
eating the Pesach, remembering the miracles, and 
giving praise and thanks to His name, as is stated, 
“And you shall guard this law”, and “Guard the 
month of the spring.” We see from his words that – 
unlike the common understanding – that the 
“guarding” that the Torah speaks of is the nation’s 
guarding and observance of the mitzvos of the day 
and remembrance of the miracles.  
We may ask why the mitzvos of observing Pesach 
are stressed to such a degree and why we are 
reminded to guard them more than those of other 
holidays.  
The Sefer Meshech Chochmah dwells on this point 

and notes that we are commanded to “guard” this 
mitzvah many times throughout the Torah. 
Similarly, we are commanded to “guard” the day of 
Shabbos many times throughout the Torah. He 
concludes that this is the reason Pesach is referred 
to as “Shabbos”, as is stated, “From the day after 
Shabbos (Vayikroh 23:15).” This because it has the 
same level of “guarding” as Shabbos. 
What is this level of “guarding” that is demanded 
both on Pesach and Shabbos, and what is the 
connection between the two?  

 Emunah In Hashem’s Existence And In His 
Divine Providence Work Hand In Hand 

The Rosh (Sefer Orchos Chaim) explains that every 
person must believe in Hashgacha Pratis, Divine 
Providence, with his entire heart. A person must 
also believe that Hashem perceives the entire 
world and sees into every human heart. He knows 
that anyone who does not believe in the exodus 
from Egypt and the inherent Divine Providence 
does not believe that He created the world. That is 
why it says “who took you up from Egypt” in the 
Ten Commandments, and not “who created you”, 
to demonstrate that Hashem sees every human 
action and rules over every aspect of this world. If 
one doesn’t believe in His Providence, he doesn’t 
believe that He is G-d. 
We see from the Rosh that in order to be 
considered a believer in Hashem, one must accept 
both aspects of emunah – the belief that He exists, 
and the belief in His Divine Providence with which 
He guides the world at every minute and which 
was evident during the exodus from Egypt. 
We further see from the Rosh that the two beliefs 
are inseparable. One who does not believe in His 
Divine Providence invariable lacks faith in His 
existence as well.  
Rav Yechezkel Levenstein zt”l, in Sefer Ohr 
Yechezkel (Emunah page 125) explains the words 
of the Rosh to mean that emunah, belief in 
Hashem, does not merely include belief in things 
that are open and visible. Rather, it includes belief 
that must lie within the heart and mind of man. If 
one doesn’t believe in Divine Providence and 
doesn’t believe that the events of the exodus from 
Egypt were ordained and orchestrated from Above, 
he lacks true belief in Hashem’s existence and 
cannot be considered a true believer. 

 Observing Shabbos Symbolizes Emunah In 
Hashem’s Existence 

The Chofetz Chaim, in his introduction to Hilchos  



 

 
 
 
 
Shabbos in Mishnah Berurah cites the verse 
(Shemos 20:8-12): “Remember the day of Shabbos 
to sanctify it. Six days you shall work…for six days 
Hashem made the Heavens and earth.” The 
Chofetz Chaim writes that the verse is teaching us 
that Shabbos is the foundation of emunah that 
Hashem created the world from scratch. Since He 
created the world, He is the master of the entire 
world. And we are His servants who are obligated 
to do His will and serve Him with our complete 
bodies and souls and all of our assets, for 
everything is His.  
The Chofetz Chaim continues: The Torah repeats 
the command of Shabbos 12 times. Chazal (Shemos 
Rabbah 20:12) say that anyone who keeps Shabbos 
is considered as if he kept the entire Torah Anyone 
who transgresses Shabbos is considered as if he 
denies the entire Torah. This is all for the reason 
that Shabbos is the root of emunah.  
He also writes similarly in his Sefer Shem Olam 
(Chelek 1 Perek 1) and adds that Shabbos is a sign 
that Hashem Yisborach created the world in six 
days and rested on the seventh. It is also a sign that 
a Jew who upholds it believes that Hashem 
Yisborach created the world and renews it and is, 
therefore, the master over everything and we are 
obligated to do His will with all of our soul and all 
of our abilities, for everything is His.  
We see from his words that the Torah places great 
stress on the commandment to keep Shabbos 
because it is the source of emunah in His existence 
and in His creating of the world, and it is vital that 
one maintains a strong emunah. 

 Observance Of Pesach Symbolizes Faith in 
Divine Providence 

The Aruch Hashulchan (Orach Chaim 472:15) states 
that although the commandment of chinuch, to 
educate one’s children, usually does not apply to 
daughters, on the night of Pesach the 
commandment applies equally to sons and 
daughters. He states that the reason for this is 
because the main source of our emunah comes 
from the exodus from Egypt.  
The Minchas Chinuch (Mitzvah 21) writes: 
Everyone should speak on the topic of the exodus 
from Egypt on the night of the 15th of Nissan 
according to his speaking abilities, and praise and 
thank Hashem for all the miracles that he did for 
us, as it states (Shemos 13:8): “And you shall tell to 
your son.” From the roots of this mitzvah is what is 
stated regarding the Korban Pesach.  

 
 
 
 
The Chinuch is alluding to is what he writes about 
the slaughtering of the Korban Pesach (Mitzvah 5) 
that this slaughtering is done so that the Jewish 
people eternally commemorate the great miracles 
that Hashem Yisborach did for them when He took 
them out of Egypt. And by the commandment to 
eat the Pesach (Mitzvah 6), he writes that this 
mitzvah as well is to remember the miracle of 
Hashem taking us from slavery to freedom. 
The Chinuch continues: It is no surprise that we 
have many commandments, both positive and 
negative, about this. For this is a great fundamental 
idea and a strong pillar of our Torah and our faith. 
For this reason, we always say in our blessings and 
prayers that they are, “A remembrance of the 
exodus from Egypt”, as this is a sign and symbol for 
us of the creation and renewal of the world. It 
reminds us that we have an old and all-powerful G-
d who can change all of nature at any time, as he 
did in Egypt when he performed new and amazing 
miracles. This silenced those who denied the 
creation of the world and fortified the emunah in 
Hashem Yisborach and His Divine Providence and 
power over every detail.  
The Aruch Hashulchan writes an amazing thing in 
the beginning of Hilchos Pesach (429:1-2). He 
states: Because of its greatness, Nissan is the new 
year of months. Even though the counting of the 
days of year begins from Tishrei, the counting of 
the months begins with Nissan, as it is stated 
(Shemos 12:2): “This month is to you the head of 
the months. It is the first for you of the months of 
the year.” This is to say that since it is the head of 
the months, it is the first of the count of the 
months. What is the greatness of Nissan? In it was 
the exodus from Egypt that revealed the 
providence of Hashem Yisborach over His creation 
and His signs and wonders. He pays back evil to an 
evil man according to his evilness and he rewards 
those who love Him, as He struck Pharaoh and the 
Egyptians and redeemed Yisroel. Why was this 
month chosen for this? Because the Egyptians 
worshipped sheep, which is the first constellation 
in the astrological circle. And the astrological sign 
of the sheep is prevalent in the month of Nissan 
and Pharaoh depended upon its strength. During 
the plague of hail his spirit was broken until he said 
(ibid 9:27): “Hashem is righteous and I and my 
nation are wicked.” Still and all, afterwards, during 
the plague of locusts, he raised his head once 
more, as it is stated (ibid 10:11): “And he expelled  



 

 
 
 
 
them from before him.” And during the plague of 
darkness, he became more audacious and told 
Moshe (ibid 10:28): “Don’t continue to see my 
face.” The reason for this is because the month of 
Nissan was approaching and he trusted in its 
astrological sign to help him. Hashem told Moshe: 
“This month will be for you the head of months.” 
This month that Pharaoh waited for will be the 
head for you. It will be the month that proves that 
astrology has no power and Hashem is the ruler of 
the Heavens and earth and Yisroel is His chosen 
nation. Therefore, it is the first of the months. 
We see from his words that the exodus from Egypt 
proved that Hashem rules over the entire creation, 
and no other entity or astrological sign has any 
power besides for Him. He personally came and 
disproved the Egyptians belief in other forces, and 
displayed clearly that He is the only force that has 
any true power.  
We can understand from this that the main goal of 
Pesach is to strengthen emunah in Divine 
Providence – for the miracles and wonders of the 
exodus proved His rule over every aspect of the 
world and disproved the Egyptian belief in 
astrology and their faith that other forces had their 
own power.  
We can now understand the connection between 
Pesach and Shabbos. As we stated, the two core 
beliefs – emunah in Hashem’s existence and 
emunah in His Divine Providence – cannot exist 
without each other. Shabbos symbolizes the belief 
in His existence, while Pesach symbolizes belief in 
His Divine guidance. Therefore, the two are 
inherently intertwined and connected.  
This is also the explanation of the Meshech 
Chochmah’s words that Pesach is called Shabbos. 
Just as the main goal of Shabbos is to instill 
emunah, the main goal of Pesach is also to instill 
emunah. Therefore, Pesach is also known as 
Shabbos.  
We can also understand why Pesach is referred to 
as an “avodah”, work. Pesach represents the belief 
in Divine Providence, and it takes tremendous work 
and effort to reach the level of believing that no 
man can bend a finger without it being 
preordained from Above. To reach this level, one 
must toil and work on himself to have faith that he 
cannot accomplish anything through his own 
efforts, and to recognize that his exertions for his 
livelihood are not the cause of his livelihood – 
rather they are merely the fulfillment of the  

 
 
 
 
Heavenly decree that one must put forth his own 
efforts to support himself, when in actuality 
everything he has comes directly from Hashem. To 
genuinely reach this level of recognition is a 
tremendous avodah.  
The verse (Devarim 5:15) states: “And you shall 
remember that you were a slave in the land of 
Egypt, and Hashem your G-d took you out from 
there with a strong hand and with an outstretched 
arm. Therefore, Hashem your G-d commanded you 
to observe the day of Shabbos.”  
The Ramban asks: What is the connection between 
Shabbos and remembering the exodus? He 
answers that when one remembers the miracles 
and wonders that occurred during the exodus, he 
will become strengthened in his faith that Hashem 
created the world and is all-powerful. Thus, 
Shabbos is a reminder of the exodus and the 
exodus is reminder that Hashem created the world 
and rested on Shabbos.  

 All Positive Influences Begin With Shabbos  
The holy Sefer Ohev Yisroel writes that it is seen 
from the Zohar that “all six days of the weeks are 
blessed from Shabbos.” The meaning of this is that 
all the days of the week depend on the positive 
spiritual influences from the holiness of the 
previous Shabbos. He further states that all 
Shabbosim of the year depend on the positive 
spiritual influences of Shabbos Hagadol and 
Shabbos Shuva. 
We can now understand why the miracle in Egypt 
was established to be commemorated on “Shabbos 
Hagadol”, and not, like all other holidays, on the 
day of the month in which the miracle occurred. 
Hashem Yisborach wants Klal Yisroel to reach a 
level of perfect emunah, both in His existence and 
in His Divine leadership over aspect of the world. 
The perfect level of emunah is dependent on the 
observance of Shabbos and of Pesach – both of 
which represent one of the two crucial aspects of 
emunah. When these two aspects of emunah are 
connected and intertwined with each other, they 
symbolize the perfect state of emunah.  
Therefore, since all the days of the week depend 
on the previous Shabbos, the days of Pesach are 
connected to the Shabbos that occurs before 
Pesach and derive spiritual influences from it. It is 
therefore very fitting to establish this day of 
Shabbos and Pesach specifically on Shabbos, and to 
refer to this the holy day as Shabbos Hagadol, the 
Great Shabbos.    


