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A parable is told of a very wealthy man who was 
chauffeured in his limousine each day to work. His 
neighbors looked on with great jealousy, wishing that they 
could have such service as well. This went on until the day 
this affluent man developed a dreaded disease and had to 
be driven to the hospital each day to undergo chemother-
apy. Somehow, all of a sudden, they stopped being jealous 
of him anymore… 

This powerful parable is a very great life lesson. As 
we will see, when internalized properly it can take away the 
jealousy we so often struggle with. 

  In our Parasha we find the greatest moment in all of 
history - the giving of the Torah on Har Sinai. The Torah then 
teaches us what was written in the Aseres Hadibros. One of 

those ten is the great prohibition of jealousy: - 

You shall not covet… (Shemos 20:14) At the end of this com-
mandment and warning the Torah adds three distinct words: 

nor anything that belongs to your fellow. The 

simple understanding is that the Torah is admonishing us not 
only to not be jealous of the specific examples mentioned, but 
to not covet anything that our friend has. 

 Rav Yoel Teitelbaum, the Satmar Rav, zt”l, however, ex-
plains these words in a way of drush. It is as if the Torah was 
saying: “Do not be jealous of anything that your friend has, for 
it comes with all that your friend has!” Meaning to say: Included 
in all the good things he has are all of his challenges and difficulties 
too! 

 As seen in the parable above, besides the goodness and 
wealth, everyone has challenges in life as well. Being jealous of 
another’s lot is therefore silly, because one would surely never 
want the fellow’s difficulties. 

Besides this stark reality itself, one must also realize 
good and well the following truth of truths: Hashem in His 
infinite wisdom has designed a custom-made package for 
every person, comprising both the measure of good and the 
measure of challenges. No two people are equal, and therefore 
no two lots in life are equal. To be jealous of another’s lot is 
basically desiring to be someone else, and that is simply a 
ridiculous thought. Each Jew on this world has his distinct 
tafkid in the history of our nation, and never the twain shall meet.   

There is a principle that is said that resonates with 
truth: If every person would have the ability and opportunity 
to take their challenges and place them down in a central 

location for all to see; and then they were all told to choose a 
difficulty of their choice instead of their own, everyone would take 
the ones that they had already right back. Why? Because Hashem was 
the one who chose it for them, and Hashem knows what is 
truly best. 

Be’ezras Hashem, years ago I thought of the following 
idea, which would extend our theme to one more dimension: 
Every Shabbos and Yom Tov in Shir Hamaalos we say the 

following words: - but will return 

in exultation, a bearer of his bundles. (Tehillim 126: 6) 
We all know that a Yiddish term we often use for a 

person’s challenges in life is pekel; a package or bundle. Perhaps 
one explanation of the words of this pasuk could be: The prior 
pasuk says these words: “Those who tearfully sow will reap in glad 
song.” Every person in life has difficulties and great challenges 
that have caused them to cry many tears; yet, at the end of the 
day, the time will come when he will surely reap great rewards 
from those very difficult times - both in the eternal benefit the 
pain earned him, and more importantly in the way he passed 
his great nisayon at that time. 

The pasuk then ends with those powerful words: The 
time will come when and Jew will walk and sing as he carries 

“” It does not say , bundles, but rather  - 

his, personal ‘peklach.’ Each and every person will be carrying 
with song the individual pekel that Hashem gave to him.  

Besiyata DiShmaya. 
Amongst the many things that have been said 

about and quoted from my mother a”h, one thing that was 
certainly a trademark of hers was never to be jealous of 
anyone else, for no one has everything…She lived and 
breathed this middah all her days, and it can be seen clearly 
from the few lines I culled from her diaries: 

“I always said over and over that there is no one who 
has everything...But it is certainly difficult to focus on the 
big picture when things don’t go your way…”  

“..Each person has their own “pekel.” If a person 
wants what the other has, then he has to take on their 
problems too…” (Letters to her children in 2005 & 2007) 

“Nobody has everything,” I always told my kids. Always look at 
what you do have, not what you don’t have. Count your blessings and be 
thankful always…” (Written Aug. 13, 2013 -  the night of her diagnosis.)• 

 
 


