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Garbage 

 Tying a garbage bag in certain ways may violate the prohibition of knotting. 

 In many instances, garbage and garbage cans are Muktze and may not be 

handled. 

 Sorting through garbage may violate the prohibition of sorting. 

Is it permissible to tie a garbage bag with a double knot? 

No, it is not permissible to do so.  

Additionally, when tying a garbage bag prior to throwing it out, one should not make 

the type of knot that is like a single knot on a thread, i.e. by collecting all the ends of 

the open bag and forming them into a knot. 

Is it permissible to handle an outdoor garbage can? 

Garbage cans that contained garbage filled bags at the onset of Shabbos are Muktze 

and may not be handled. 

Is it permissible to look through garbage to find a utensil that may have been 

inadvertently thrown out? 

It is permissible to do so. However, if the missing utensil is found it must be 

immediately rinsed off and used. Additionally, since many objects in the garbage are 

most likely Muktze, looking through the garbage should be done with the use of a 

utensil or in a backhanded fashion rather than by moving the garbage with one’s hand.  

Is it permissible to move a household garbage can on Shabbos to bring it close to the 

table to facilitate clearing off? Is it permissible to open a drawer housing a garbage 

can? 

In many instances a garbage can and the garbage drawer is Muktze since at the onset 

of Shabbos it was a bosis (base) for Muktze. To avoid this problem, one should leave 

empty garbage bags on the bottom of the can to prevent it from becoming a bosis. 

           

Is it permissible to remove a filled garbage bag from the garbage can? 

A garbage bag that is full may be removed since it is repulsive. 

 

mailto:Shabboshalachos@gmail.com


 

 

וירא  פרשת  
Week #122 

To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com 
                                                     This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly. 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

