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The Eternal Mishkan 

Parshas Terumah 

  
  
Harav Hagaon Shmuel Wolman Shlita 
  

In this week’s parashah the Torah enumerates all the materials and specifics of how to build 

the beautiful Mishkan. The kerashim, made out of cedar wood, were the main structural 

base of the Mishkan, and the materials used for their construction are described in the Torah 

as ים ים ֹעְמדִׁ טִׁ  The Gemara in Yoma is bothered by this seemingly extra emphasis on .ֲעֵצי שִׁ

the word ים  and one of the explanations given is that they continue to “stand” forever ,ֹעְמדִׁ

and ever:  

  

 .מר עמדים שעומדין לעולם ולעולמיםשמא תאמר אבד סברן ובטל סכויין תלמוד לו

 

The word ים  conveys that these kerashim had an eternal existence: they remained hidden ֹעְמדִׁ

away forever and were never destroyed. The Maharsha adds that even thousands of years 

later, they remain intact. They did not rot like normal wood, which attests to the special 

  .infused in them נצחיות

 

In general, the Mishkan was eternally preserved through genizah, whereas the subsequent 

Batei Mikdash did not merit this nitzchiyus and were eventually destroyed.  

 

How are we to understand this difference? Furthermore, what was so unique about the 

kerashim that they were singled out as possessing unusual nitzchiyus, more than the other 

components of the Mishkan – שעומדין לעולם ולעולמים?  

 

Eternity Bred by Sacrifice 

There’s a fascinating Mechilta in Parashas Ki Sisa, on the passuk:  וא ְשָרֵאל אֹות הִׁ י ּוֵבין ְבֵני יִׁ ֵבינִׁ

 The Torah describes Shabbos as an “eternal sign,” but that requires explanation. Is .ְלֹעָלם

this to insinuate, chas v’shalom, that other mitzvos are less eternal? 
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Says the Mechilta:  

 

אות היא לעולם. מגיד שאין שבת בטלה מישראל. וכן את מוצא שבכל דבר שנתנו ישראל נפשם עליו כגון שבת 

בילה הרי אלו נתקיימו בידם ואין ניטלין. וכל דבר שלא נתנו ישראל נפשם עליו כגון ומילה ותלמוד תורה וט

 .בית המקדש ושמטים ויובלות והדיינין לא נתקיימו בידם

 

The Midrash is teaching us something incredible. Of course all the mitzvos remain eternal, 

but the opportunity to fulfill some of the mitzvos was taken away from Klal Yisrael over 

the years. Shabbos is one of the mitzvos that will never be taken away from us; we will 

always have the wherewithal to fulfill this mitzvah. That is the concept of Shabbos being 

described as  ְוא ל ֹעָלםאֹות הִׁ  – it is an eternal mitzvah that Klal Yisrael will never lose the 

privilege of keeping.  

 

But the Midrash also reveals the secret of why we will never lose Shabbos: Any mitzvah 

that Klal Yisrael is moser nefesh for endures eternally. The key to creating an eternal bond 

with a mitzvah is giving your heart and soul for the mitzvah and investing every bit of 

yourself in fulfilling it.  

 

The Midrash also laments the few mitzvos that Klal Yisrael lost, very prominently among 

them being the Beis Hamikdash. It seems clear from the Midrash that there was something 

lacking in Klal Yisrael’s dedication toward building and maintaining the Batei Mikdash. 

Consequently, to explain why the Mishkan was never destroyed but rather hidden away 

eternally, it would be reasonable to associate it with the mesirus nefesh of Klal Yisrael in 

donating the materials for the Mishkan and making it a reality. Their absolute desire to give 

everything they owned and every ounce of their strength and talent toward this cause was 

what gave the Mishkan its nitzchiyus. 

 

I think we can take this concept a step further and explain that the kerashim, specifically, 

expressed this dedication and mesirus nefesh. Rashi cites the famous Midrash about the 

origin of the wood used for the kerashim:  

 

יעקב אבינו נטע ארזים במצרים וכשמת צוה לבניו להעלותם עמהם כשיצאו ממצרים ואמר להם שעתיד הקב"ה 

 .לצוות אותן לעשות משכן במדבר מעצי שטים ראו שיהיו מזומנים בידכם

  

These kerashim were hundreds of years old; they were the cedars planted by Yaakov Avinu 

in Mitzrayim for this purpose. Throughout the horrendous enslavement in Mitzrayim, Klal 

Yisrael cultivated and maintained Yaakov Avinu’s cedar trees so that there should be 

kerashim for the Mishkan.  

 

Try to imagine what it’s like to be busy for hundreds of years – including decades of 

horrific slave labor – preserving and sustaining some cedar trees. This was the 

quintessential mesirus nefesh. Because Klal Yisrael’s dedication in building the Mishkan 

manifested itself most eloquently in the kerashim, the Torah emphasizes the unique 

nitzchiyus of those kerashim, which did not decay in the course of thousands of years of 

genizah.  
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The kerashim are the epitome of nitzchiyus: לעולם ולעולמים. As the main structural element 

of the Mishkan, they formed the foundation of the Mishkan’s eternal qualities.  

 

The Briach Hatichon 

The kerashim were held up by the briach hatichon, a 32-amah pole of cedar wood that ran 

through the center of all the kerashim, bonding them as one. This briach hatichon was 

supernatural: it would bend around the corners of the kerashim.  

 

According to Kabbalah, the briach hatichon represents Yaakov Avinu, and there’s a 

fascinating Daas Zekeinim Mi’Baalei HaTosafos that tells us that the briach hatichon 

actually had a rich history. This wasn’t a new pole, but rather an antique pole owned by 

none other than Yaakov Avinu. In fact, says the Daas Zekeinim, this briach hatichon was 

Yaakov Avinu’s walking stick, the very one about which he said: י ֶאת ַהַיְרֵדן י ָעַבְרתִׁ י ְבַמְקלִׁ  .כִׁ

What was so remarkable about that stick of Yaakov Avinu that made it worthy of holding 

up the kerashim?  

 

One of the Rishonim, the Paneiach Raza,  provides a fascinating insight. After receiving 

the vision of the ladder, Yaakov Avinu built a mizbei’ach and anointed it with oil. But how 

did he have oil, if Elifaz had robbed him of all his possessions? 

 

The Paneiach Raza explains that before Yaakov Avinu left on his journey, he hollowed out 

his walking stick and fill it with oil, which he could then kindle to learn Torah at night. 

Picture the scene: Yaakov is embarking on an endless journey, running away from Eisav, 

and he has one opportunity to pack some life essentials into his walking stick. What’s his 

priority? Some oil so that he can learn Torah even at night.  

 

This was the embodiment of Yaakov Avinu’s dedication and mesirus nefesh to mitzvas 

Hashem and talmud Torah. The ultimate recipe for nitzchiyus – the kerashim – were 

planted by Yaakov Avinu and personified this mesirus nefesh, and were held up by 

Yaakov’s stick, which incarnated this message of mesirus nefesh giving rise to nitzchiyus. 

This was the one thing Elifaz couldn’t take away from Yaakov Avinu.  

 

The Mishkan Within 

When we read through these parashiyos about the Mishkan, we might think that these 

halachos and lessons  will apply only in Moshiach’s times. But the baalei avodah have 

taught that each one of us is a Mishkan, a receptacle for hashraas haShechinah, as the 

Alshich elucidates the passuk  י ְקָדש ְוָשַכְנתִׁ י מִׁ תֹוָכםְוָעשּו לִׁ בְּ  to mean that Hashem resides  בתוך

 .inside each one of us ,כל אחד ואחד

 

Rav Chaim Volozhiner in Nefesh Hachaim expounds that each of us is a microcosm of the 

Mishkan, and our life goal is to build up that Mishkan within us and create that level of 

nitzchiyus. We all crave to attain nitzchiyus – in our maasim tovim, in our avodas Hashem, 

in our Yiddisheh doros – and if we are searching for the secret to bring us there, the Mishkan 

in general, and the kerashim in particular, held up by the briach hatichon, let us in on this 

secret.  
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Utter dedication and unwavering mesirus nefesh – that is the secret to creating nitzchiyus.  

 

I’d like to add that the yeshiva is in the midst of investing intensive efforts into celebrating 

200 years of limud haTorah. This is a tremendous milestone, of course, but it also leaves 

us all thinking: how was Yeshivas Mir zocheh to such nitzchiyus? 

 

We obviously are not in a position to know the ways of Shamayim, and we can’t even 

begin to fathom the zechus avos and boundless tefillos of the yeshiva’s leaders throughout 

the generations, but upon pondering the message of the nitzchiyus of the kerashim, we can 

understand one element of the yeshiva’s nitzchiyus: the incredible mesirus nefesh for limud 

haTorah and harbatzas Torah exhibited throughout the generations, the mesirus nefesh to 

establish true talmidim, the mesirus nefesh to become bigger bnei aliyah. This might be the 

secret to the nitzchiyus of this mikdash me’at.  

 

May we all be zocheh to incorporate this lesson in the building and maintaining of the 

Mishkan inside each of us, בתוך כל אחד ואחד, and may we be zocheh to true nitzchiyus, 

forever and ever. 

 

Gut Shabbos. 

 


