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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first reviewing it. Although it does expedite matters in getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude  to  Richard and  Anita  Grossman  for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

PARSHAT VAYISHLACH 5777

LESSONS FROM THE GID HANASHE

"Yaakov was left alone and a man wrestled with him until the break of dawn" (Bereishis 32:25).

Yaakov was left alone and the angel of Esav began to fight with him. "When he perceived that

he  could  not  overcome  him,  he  struck  the  socket  of  his  hip,  so  Yaakov's  hip-socket  was

dislocated as he wrestled with him" (ibid. 26). The angel inflicted an injury into Yaakov's leg and

he emerged limping. The Torah then commands: "therefore the Children of Israel are not to eath

the gid hanashe on the hip-socket to this day, because he struck Yaakov's hip-socket on the gid

hanashe" (ibid. 33).

Why is  this  reason not to eat the gid  hanashe? Clearly  if  this is  what the  Torah says so we

accept it, but let us try to uncover some meaning. The Zohar says that the letters that form "et

gid" - alef, tav, yud, daled, stand for the four days of fasting associated with the destruction of

the Beis Hamikdash. Alef and tav stand for "av, Tisha" - the ninth of Av (the word Tisha begins

with the letter tav). The letter gimel refers to Tzom Gedaliah which is observed on the third of

Tishrei, the letter yud refers to the Tenth day of Teves, and the numerical value of the letters of

gid, gimel yud and daled add up to seventeen alluding to the seventeenth day of Tamuz. These

are the four days that we fast to commemorate the destruction of the Beis Hamikdash. We also

fast two other days of the year, Yom Kippur and Taanit Esther, but those are not associated with

the  destruction  of  the  Beis  Hamikdash.  The  lesson  here  is  that  the  destruction  of  the  Beis

Hamikdash resulted from our sins, which were the result of the impurity that the angel injected

in us.
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Yaakov was a holy man, a wholesome man "an ish tam", but the angel injected impurity into

him  effecting  future  generations  that  not  all  of  them would  be  as  righteous  as  their  saintly

forefather.

We find in the Gemara that Yalta, wife of Rav Nachman, showed how every forbidden food has

an equivalent permitted way of acquiring the same taste. For example, chelev the forbidden fat,

tastes the same as permitted fat. One may not eat "davar acher" (chazir), however there are

types of fish which have the same taste and may be eaten. The one prohibition which she did

not  mention  that  there  is  an  equivalent  taste  is  the  gid  hanshe,  why  not?  Because  the  gid

hanashe has no taste, it is like a piece of wood - you want the taste of the gid hanashe then go

eat a piece of wood. Why did Hashem forbid eating something which has no taste? The answer is

that the gid hanashe represents the yetzer hara, and Hashem wishes to show us that the yetzer

hara with all its enticements has no flavor - it is nothing more than a piece of wood.

During  the  days  of  the  Chashmonaim  led  by  Matityahu,  the  ones  who  were  inflicted  by  the

angel,  were  the  Mityavnim,  the  Hellenists,  who  assimilated  with  the  Greeks.  The  war  was

therefore not only against the Greeks but against the Jews who tried to join the ranks of the

Greeks. Later we find other such people within the Jewish nation, such as the Tzdukkim and

Baitusim. They claim to have accepted the Torah without the interpretation of Chazal. Tzaddok

and Baitus were two disciples of Antigonus Ish Socho. He taught them that we should not serve

Hashem for the sake of reward, but we should serve Him not for the sake of reward. Our service

of Hashem should be purely for the sake of Heaven. They misunderstood this to mean that there

is no reward for keeping the Torah and no punishment for not keeping the Torah. They decided

to go off and create their own interpretation of the Torah.

The Sefer Dorot Harishonim explains that these were the same people who assimilated during

the period of the Greeks before the Chashmonaim went out to war. The Hellenists as well felt

that there was no reward for keeping the Torah and punishment for not keeping the Torah. The

Torah had no meaning to them, so their goal was to side with the winner, with the one in power.

At first it was the Greeks then at the end of the period of the second Beis Hamikdash it became

the Romans.. The ideology was the same, not to follow the interpretation of Chazal and not to

believe in life in the Next World. It was all the same.

This  continued  throughout  the  generations.  In  Germany,  the  Reform  wanted  to  be  good

Germans, they took out any mention of Zion and Yerushalayim from their siddur, we don't need

Yerushalayim  because  Berlin  is  Yerushlayim.  They  tried  to  assimilate  into  German  life  and

culture until  the Nazi threw them out along with the rest of  the Jewish people. They went to

America and tried to be good Americans, they did very little to help their fellow Jews suffering in

Europe, and at times even prevented rescue - we are Americans.

At a later stage they came to Eretz Yisrael, and when the Jewish nation became the strong one

they suddenly want to pray at the Kotel - what Kotel? I thought Berlin was Yerushalayim? If,

G-d forbid, the Arabs will gain the upper hand, they will leave the Jewish nation to side with the

Arabs. This is all a result of the impurity which the angel injected into Yaakov.

We must remain strong, observe Torah and mitzvoth, and pray that they one day see the light

and return to the path of Torah. We must pray that all these sects: call them chilonim, reform,

tzdukkim, baitusim come to an end and their members return. However, when we try to bring

them  back  we  must  be  very  careful.  Even  the  prophet  Yirmiyahu  was  told  by  Hashem  to

influence people but not to become influenced by them. If this is true for Yirmiyahu how much

more so for us?

May we  merit  the  final  redemption  and  that  the  story  of  Yaakov  and  the  angel  come to  its

rightful end where Yaakov Avinu returns to Yitzchak as we read in the parsha, symbolizing the

arrival  of  Moshiach  and  an end to  the  influence  of  the  impurity  injected  into  Yaakov  by  the

angel, speedily in our day. Amen.
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