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Speak to the entire 

Congregation of the 

Children of Israel and say 

to them, ‘You shall be 

holy for I, Hashem your 

G-d, am holy. A person 

must fear his mother and 

father and keep My 

Sabbaths; I am Hashem, 

your G-d. (From this 

week’s Torah portion, Kedoshim, Leviticus 19:2-3)       You shall 

be holy, or in other words, separate, dedicated to a special, lofty 

goal.                                                                                              

What makes you separate? Your Torah, of course.                             

But the Torah is immense. What is the unique, essential point that 

separates and sanctifies us? Two commandments follow the 

directive to be holy: Honor of one’s parents and keeping the 

Shabbat. These mitzvot are the practical framework for our 

holiness.                                                                                            

The mitzvah to honor our parents is logical and accepted among all 

cultured nations. But Shabbat is completely opposite. Not only is 

there no economic logic in this mitzvah, but it is forbidden for a 

non-Jew to keep the Shabbat (there is a vast difference between a 

day of rest and keeping Shabbat). The Shabbat is a ‘sign’ between 

Me and you; it is a personal covenant between the Creator and the 

nation He adopted as His children. A non-Jew who keeps all the 

legal intricacies of Shabbat is bursting uninvited into someone 

else’s living room.                                                                            

What makes us separate and sanctified is our ability to connect 

these two opposing concepts: logic and everyday life, natural ethics 

and human conduct on the one hand, with unblemished faith on the 

other; while both the logic and faith are subordinate to the same 

source: I am Hashem, your G-d.                                                         

G-d does not command us to be holy by living a life of asceticism 

or seclusion. Our lives must incorporate high-tech, army, education, 

infrastructure, police, health, and tourism – all the components of a 

modern state.  But all of this must stem from the faith-based      

recognition that G-d is in our midst. This is how we must fulfill     

G-d’s commandment to be holy.                                                            

Shabbat Shalom, 

Moshe Feiglin 

 

                                                                                                        

The Temple Mount is the heart of Jerusalem. A body cannot live 

without a heart.  Just over the last year, the number of Jordanian 

wakf guards on the Mount has doubled and they have been given 

permission to wear uniforms. So if we give the heart of the city and 

the heart of the Jewish Nation over to foreign sovereignty – what 

do we want from UNESCO?      The Temple Mount is the holiest 

place on earth. It is the place chosen by the G-d of Israel from 

which to imbue the world with His Divine Presence. This is the 

place that connects the physical with the metaphysical; the place 

where Adam was created and Isaac was bound. It is the place where 

life and the Nation were molded, the place where our First and 

Second Temples stood.  Just as most of the prophecies regarding 

the Return to Zion have already miraculously been fulfilled, so the 

rest of them will be realized. When the time comes, our Third 

Temple will dwell on the Temple Mount for eternity.                                              
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The Temple Mount is the beating heart of the Land of Israel. 

Famous Israeli poet Uri Tzvi Greenberg accurately described the 

Temple Mount as the yardstick of Israeli sovereignty in the entire 

Land. When we lose our hold on the Mount, the heart becomes ill; 

circulation weakens and the organs suffer. When Israel transfers 

control of the Mount to the Jordanian wakf, Jerusalem becomes 

divided once again and Israel's cities become the target of missiles 

– a scenario that nobody would have imagined just a few years ago. 

There is a direct correlation between the abandonment of the 

Temple Mount and the deterioration of the legitimacy for the very 

existence of a Jewish State anywhere in the Land of Israel. De-

legitimization has reared its ugly head even in the most respected 

and enlightened states.                                                                 

When our actions declare that we have no connection to the Temple 

Mount, the world says the same at UNESCO. And when the world 

says it, the legitimacy of our hold on the Land is lost. When we lose 

the legitimacy of our hold on the Land, it becomes legitimate to 

attack us and illegitimate for Israel to defend herself.  Surrender of 

the Temple Mount does not prevent war; it provokes it.                                         

The "strategy" of Israeli administrations since the Six Day War has 

been to evade the actualization of Israeli sovereignty on the Mount 

and to pass on the "problem" to future generations. This "strategy" 

has brought about a continued depreciation in the status of 

Jerusalem, to its essential re-division and to the transfer of most of 

the sovereignty at the heart of Israel's capital – on the Temple 

Mount – to the Jordanian wakf.                                                 

Today, places in East Jerusalem where Jewish children used to play 

safely are now void of Jews; it is impossible to build a home in 

Jerusalem without the personal authorization of the Prime Minister 

and UNESCO is turning Israel's practical policy into a principled 

international decision, determining that there is no connection 

between Israel and the Temple Mount.                                                                                              

The decision to give the keys to the Mount to the Moslems 

immediately upon its liberation was lauded as diplomatic insight 

and the "realpolitik" acumen of Six-Day War Defense Minister 

Moshe Dayan. But the truth is that Dayan's actions were not born of 

necessity; it was his policy. Prior to that, in the War of 

Independence, a planned strategy brought about the fall of the 

Jewish Quarter and the loss of an opportunity to liberate the 

Temple Mount and Judea and Samaria. Before the Six-Day War, 

Dayan (and the ministers  of the National Religious Party) were 

opposed to liberating the Old City. Even Paratrooper Division 

Commander Motta Gur, who conquered the Temple Mount, was 

sure that it would shortly return to Jordan.                                                                

Israeli-ness did not want the "whole Vatican" – in the words of 

Moshe Dayan. Religious-ness also didn't want the Mount, which 

returns the Torah from the personal-religion dimension of the Exile 

to the national-culture dimension. This is the deep reason for 

today's ultra-Orthodox opposition to the return of Jews to the 

Temple Mount. There is nothing more anti-"religious" and anti-

exile than the Temple and the Temple Mount.                                                    

Jerusalem is the essence of the conflict raging in Israel between 

Israeli identity and Jewish identity. The Mount was abandoned by 

Israel – and Jerusalem is being divided because the 

Israeli/Religious identity is fleeing the return to Jewish/cultural 

identities. The return to the Mount is the connection between those 

cultures.                                                                                           

The Arabs are not the cause; they are simply the means in this 

internal conflict. Jerusalem does not appear even once in the Koran. 

When the Moslems are on the Mount, they bow southward to 

Mecca and turn their backsides to the Dome of the Rock the site of 

the Holy of Holies.                                                                       

Israel sanctifies the Mount to the Moslems so that it can run away 

from itself. The result is the loss of the bedrock foundation for the 

justification of our existence in the entire Land of Israel – and the 

turning of humanity against us. By sanctifying the Mount for the 

Moslems, Israel brings war upon itself.  
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The following is Moshe Feiglin’s introduction to the 50 page 

summary of the 312 page Zehut platform that was ratified at the 

Zehut conference in Tel Aviv on February 28, 2017.                       

In the coming weeks we will be publishing sections of the Zehut 

platform  in the newsletter. The first section “Guidelines and 

Principles” follows the introduction. 

Dear Reader, 

The document in your hands is no longer a party platform. It is a 

Jewish vision and a message of national liberty of historic 

proportions. Th is is the first time that the Jewish majority of 

Zionism (mistakenly called “the right wing” or “the national 

camp”) stops saying who it is not, and what it opposes — and starts 

saying who and what it is, and what it actually wants and proposes!   

This is the first time that “Jews” are answering “Israelis.” It is the 

start of the deconstruction of the barriers between those concepts. 

Without those barriers, all parts of Israeli society will easily 

connect to our identity, rather than constantly fl eeing it.                 

“We hereby declare the establishment of a Jewish state in Israel,” 

Ben-Gurion declared, but translating these words into a 

comprehensive policy actually stopped with the Law of Return. In 

the first 70 years of the state, we got along with religion, but we did 

not struggle with the challenge of Jewish identity. We preferred to 

replace the sense of mission and justice arising from our identity 

with the existence and pragmatism that supposedly do not depend 

upon it.          Every VIP who lands on our shores is immediately 

whisked off to Yad Vashem, a visit after which no one dares ask 

any questions. Yad Vashem has become the “Temple” of the state 

of the Jews. But today, when the last of the survivors and the last of 

the executioners are dying, Yad Vashem no longer does the job.       

Israel, cut off from its very nature and purpose, is defined in the 

eyes of the western intelligentsia — as a mistake. The children of 

the survivors are now called “the new Nazis.” The conquests of 

1967 do not constitute the problem for them, but rather the original 

sin of the Balfour Declaration and the establishment of an arm of 

Western colonialism on the indigenous land of  “Palestine.”         

“For me, Israel is a state of all its citizens,” said Aharon Barak, 

Chief Justice of the High Court, explaining the policy he 

implemented during his tenure. In other words, the Jewish state 

through whose gates a Jew entered by the power of the Law of 

Return — ends there, at the gate. From that point on, the state of all 

its citizens begins.                                                                              

We did not establish the “Jewish State”, but rather — the “State of 

the Jews”, sanctified by Yad Vashem. Paradoxically, in tandem 

with the increase in its economic and military strength, Israel 

continues to lose its right to exist in the eyes of the nations.              

One hundred years aft er the Balfour Declaration, almost seventy 

years since the establishment of the state and fifty years since the 

liberation of Jerusalem — the Zehut manifesto begins to chart a 

direction. It shows how Israel can make peace with itself, connect 

to its identity and nature, and begin to conduct itself like a Jewish 

state of liberty. Th is will enable its spiritual message to develop 

freely — towards a universal vision of Tikkun Olam (perfecting the 

world).           This platform is not written in stone. Writing of the 

manifesto began as a document of principles, which was presented 

to a staff of intellectuals, members of Zehut — a staff that 

represented all shades of Israeli society proportionally. The 

dialogue that was created between “religious” and “secular” within 

the staff of writers produced not only compromise, but something 

entirely new — a type of authentic Judaism that holds the past and 

the future together. There are no words to adequately thank those 

involved in this sacred work, especially — Eliahu Ben-Asher, 

Tomer Rezhekovski and Uri Noy.                                                            

Such a document, by its nature — is only the beginning. It cannot 

and should not be error-free. In fact, it must always continue to be 

written and improved.                                                                       

What makes it a historical document is not necessarily the solutions 

it brings. Instead, it is the daring to articulate them in the 

framework of an overall policy with well defined strategic 

objectives as the platform of a political instrument. The Zehut Party 

is the instrument for leading the state and implementing these 

things in practice.                                                                                

I invite you — dear  readers — not only to read the Zehut 

manifesto of identity and to enrich us with your comments, but to 

draw inspiration from it and add chapters of  your own, from the 

place where it meets you — Th e Jewish State.                               

To perfect the world in the Kingdom of the Almighty,                     

Yours,                                                                                         

Moshe Feiglin,                                                                           

Shevat 5777, February 2017                                                                                                           

Guidelines & Principles:  Liberty, Identity, Purpose 

 Liberty: Human liberty is central and basic to the message of 

the People of Israel to the entire world. 

 Identity: Our national identity is founded on the fact that we 

are sons and daughters of the historic People of Israel, the 

children of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

 Purpose: The meaning of our return as a sovereign nation to 

the Land of Israel is the ability to bequeath to the world the 

message of freedom for all of humanity until the perfection of 

the world under the Kingdom of Heaven. 

 
Objectives 
 

 A Jewish State — A state that matures from Zionism of 
existence to Zionism of destiny; from survival mentality to 
the mentality and challenge of perfection of the world. 

 A Liberty State — A state that restores responsibility to 
the citizen and reduces its involvement in private lives to 
a minimum. 

 A State of Family and Community — A state that 
fortifies family values and encourages community. 

Zehut’s Platform                         

and Vision for the                       

State of Israel 
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 A State of Abundance — A state that maintains an 
open economy within the restraining framework of the 
Jewish culture of kindness and mutual responsibility. 

 A Sovereign State — A state that actualizes and fortifies 
its sovereignty in all parts of the Land of Israel under its 
control: first and foremost, Jerusalem and the Temple 
Mount. A state that develops Jerusalem as a diplomatic 
and spiritual center for the Nation of Israel and for all 
humanity. 

 A State of Peace — A state that strives to end warfare 
and bloodshed by defeating its enemies. 
 

Policy Guidelines 
 

 Caution and Responsibility: Cautious and responsible 
implementation of programs and changes, while 
consulting with experts in all relevant fields. The highest 
priority will be given to preventing any unnecessary, 
negative repercussions to the general population, in 
whole or in part. 

 Responsibility and Liberty: Reduction of state 
interference in the citizens’ civil, cultural, economic and 
social lives. Transfer of that responsibility to the 
individual and to Israeli society. 

 Sovereignty and Liberty: The state’s determined stance 
for equality under the law and its enforcement, and 
exercise of its sovereignty in all areas under its 
jurisdiction — is a necessary condition for true liberty. 

 Economic Freedom: Greater economic freedom in the 
country and reduction of government interference. Only 
true economic freedom will lead to the realization of the 
potential talent, industriousness and Israeli initiative for 
the benefit of all. 

 Communities: Zehut’s programs are based on the 
growth and emergence of communities that are 
independent and empowered. Communal space is where 
personal and group identity are expressed, thrive and 
flourish based on choice and freedom. 

 State of Jewish Liberty: Comprehensive reduction and 
elimination of religious and secular coercion on the 
lifestyle of the individual, while simultaneously increasing 
government expression of the state as a Jewish state. In 
short, this is the exact opposite of the “status quo”: The 
state is more Jewish. The citizens enjoy more freedom. 

 The Land of Israel — the Bedrock of our Identity: An 
attitude of love, loyalty, responsibility and sovereignty 
towards all parts of the Land in our possession. Respect 
for the landscape, heritage, air, springs, lakes, rivers and 
for the natural resources still being discovered. We must 
build the country and not leave it desolate. 

 Faith in the Nation of Israel: Zehut’s solutions are 
rooted in belief in the power of the Nation of Israel, its 
goodness and willingness to take responsibility and to 
succeed in all the challenges ahead. 

 Faith-Based Leadership: Experience has shown that a 
perspective on reality that leaves room for the Master of 
the World, as He and His ways are recognized by 
Judaism, is the most direct, relevant and correct 
geopolitical perspective on reality. Constant ignoring of 
Him underlies Israel’s resounding diplomatic failures over 
the past fifty years. 

 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                   

This week marks the 69th birthday of the modern state of Israel. A 

lot has happened in the last 69 years and great things are yet to 

come – very soon! On Yom Ha’Atzmaut, however, we need to 

simply pause and focus… not so much on the future but on the gift 

itself. What an amazing gift was given to us by Hashem!!                

Two years ago, when the modern state was celebrating its 67th 

birthday, my daughter, Mazal (19 years old at the time), was at the 

Kotel and she started writing the list below. She called it; “The 67 

Reasons Why I Love Israel”. I loved that list and asked if she could 

add two more for this year’s birthday. I then asked her permission 

to send this as my weekly article. She was very happy for  me to do 

that, so folks, here it is – courtesy of Mazal Sackett:                          

1. Simply, because Hashem, my Father, gave it to me. 

(Doesn’t matter if it’s dangerous or not the most beautiful 

in the world… I just love it).                                                

2. I get to live with Am Yisrael! 

3. I have a connection to my neighbors, even the ones I don’t 

know! I love them, worry about them and I’m sad if 

anyone hurts them. 

4. I can be religious and feel at home. 

5. It’s holy, unlike any other country. 

 

For the rest go to …                                                                       

http://www.zehutinternational.com/single-

post/2017/05/01/69-Reasons-to-Love-Israel

69 Reasons to Love Israel                  

By Shmuel Sackett 

http://www.zehutinternational.com/single-post/2017/05/01/69-Reasons-to-Love-Israel%0c
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