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Vayikra 
The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Rigyov, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 

 לזכר נשמת
ל"צז מיכאל ב רב נחמ שמשו� חיי� רבינו  

א"יעז הזרע שמשו�בעל   
ר שיתקיימו בנו ברכותיו של אותו צדיק"ויה  

 לזכר נשמת
 יעקב יצחק ב� שושנה אסתר

 לרפואה שלימה
 רוני דינה בת סימי
 דוד ב� שרה

 לזווג הגו� במהרה
 אלישבע נעמי בת רחל

 להצלחת
ר נחו� צבי בו רחל ומשפחתו"הג  

)'א' א(ויקרא אל משה   

And Hashem called Moshe (1:1) 

The Medrash (Rabba 1:15) says any Talmid Chacham that does not 

and understanding is less significant than a dead animal. This is seen by the 

fact that Moshe Rabbeinu, who was the master of all prophets and the father of all 

the wise people, and even he did not enter the Mishkan until Hashem called him.

The Zera Shimshon asks a number of questions on this Medrash.

How can it be that a dead animal can be superior 

the more so, better than a Talmid Chacham? 

As well, how is this concept seen from the fact that Moshe Rabbeinu did 

not enter the Mishkan without being called? 

Also, how indeed is it possible that a Talmid Chacham 

The Zera Shimshon explains this Medrash as follows.

The Gemara (Sanhedrin 92b) says that it is forbidden to have mercy on 

anyone that does not possess wisdom.  

The Maharsha explains this Gemara to mean that a person 

wisdom’ means someone who thinks that he can survive on his own wisdom 

and does not need to pray for Hashem’s assistance. This is why it is forbidden to 

have mercy on such a person. Of course, we must have mercy on everyone, 

especially on someone who is lacking in any way. However, a person who lives, 

thinking that he is charge and he does not have to come on to Hashem 

by his own choice and that is why the Gemara says one may not have mercy 

For a Talmid Chacham who undoubtedly knows that everyt

Hashem’s control, the reason why he would lack wisdom, which the Maharsha 

explains to mean - he does not pray to Hashem for assistance

his own merits and does not feel that he has to pray for what he needs.

when the Gemara speaks about a Talmid Chacham who does not have wisdom, it 

literally mean that he does not possess actual wisdom, as explained above. 

It is for this reason that the Gemara says that a dead animal is better than a 

Talmid Chacham without wisdom. 

This is based on the explanation of the Iyun Yaakov Gemara (Shabbos 108a) 

in reality a dead animal should be allowed to be 

forbade it in the Torah so that it can be given to the dogs as a r

they heeded Hashem’s command not to bark when the Jewish people left Egypt.

Thus, a dead animal shows how Hashem takes care of all his creations, since 

are fed to the dogs for the above-mentioned reason. Therefore, 

of the dead animal is better than a Talmid Chacham who does not show that he 

needs to come on to Hashem Who takes care of all of His creations.

Moshe Rabbeinu is a proof to this as well, since he did not rely on his many 

merits to enter the Mishkan, rather he waited until he was called by Hashem. This 

t no matter how great of a tzaddik a person is, he should not rely on his 

the opposite of the Talmid Chacham that does not possess ‘wisdom’, and 

relies on his merits and doesn’t pray for his needs. 
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