
Parsha Shiur by Rabbi Mayer Friedman 

 

 עקבפרשת 

 

ִוי  ן ֹלא ָהָיה ְללֵּ ֶלק ְוַנֲחָלה ִעם ֶאָחיו ַעל כֵּ יָך קֶ ֱאֹל 'הר ִדֶבר הּוא ַנֲחָלתֹו ַכֲאשֶ  'החֵּ
 לו

 “Therefore, Levi has no portion or inheritance with his brothers; 

Hashem is his inheritance, as Hashem, your G-d spoke to him” (10:9)  

 Rashi comments that the tribe of Levi did not receive a portion of land 

in Eretz Yisrael “because they were separated for the service of the altar and 

were not free to plow and sow.” Their time was totally consumed by their 

devotion to Hashem’s service that they would not have had time to look after 

their lands even if they had any.   

 Just as the job description for Shevet Levi precluded them from 

having time to work their land, we have a similar job description on Shabbos 

and Yom Tov which prevents us from being occupied with work.   On these 

holy days, our focus is meant to be on serving Hashem and deepening our 

relationship with Him.  Focusing on such spiritual matters means that we 

should not have time for any mundane work.  To encourage us to use our 

time on Shabbos and Yom Tov as we are meant to, Hashem prohibited 

certain work activities on those days.   

 

ָלה ִשמְׁ ם וְׁ חֶׂ ת לֹו לֶׂ ֹאֵהב ֵגר ָלתֶׂ ָמָנה וְׁ ַאלְׁ ט ָיתֹום וְׁ פַּ ה ִמשְׁ   ֹעשֶׂ
“He executes the judgment of the orphan and widow, and He loves the 

stranger, to give him bread and clothing” (10:18)  

 Hashem expresses his great love for the convert, but only promises to 

supply him with merely “bread and clothing.”  Nevertheless, Rashi 

comments that “this is a great thing, for this is what Yaakov prayed for” 

when he traveled to Charan.  People think that the only financial blessing 

from Hashem is when one becomes truly wealthy.  Rashi teaches us that this 

is not the case.  If one has what he needs to live, that in itself is a special gift 

from Hashem.  Being able to pay one’s bills and make ends meet should 

make us feel blessed and thankful to Hashem.   
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ָרִים ץ ִמצְׁ רֶׂ אֶׂ ם בְׁ ֵגר ִכי ֵגִרים ֱהִייתֶׂ ת הַּ ם אֶׂ תֶׂ בְׁ ֲאהַּ   וַּ
“You shall love the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of 

Egypt” (10:19) 

 In describing the ideas behind the mitzvah to love the convert, the 

Sefer HaChinuch (Mitzvah 431) shares the following fascinating thought: 

 “Hashem chose Yisrael to be a holy nation for Him and He wants to 

give them merit.  Therefore, he taught and commanded them in the ways of 

kindness and compassion, encouraging them to be crowned with every 

desirable character trait, so that they will find favor in the eyes of their 

observers, who will say that they are the people of G-d.  How pleasant and 

desirable is it to be kind to someone who abandoned his nation and his 

parents’ house to come and take shelter with another nation because he loves 

that nation, chooses truth and repudiates falsehood!  When we merit having 

such wonderful character traits, the goodness of Hashem will come down to 

us and follow us.  He will withhold nothing from us, for goodness is spread 

among the good and the opposite among the wicked.” 

 The main takeaway from this lesson of the Chinuch is that the mitzvos 

of the Torah are meant to educate us in a way of life.  In addition to the 

specific acts that are required by the Torah, the mitzvos are meant to train us 

and shape our personalities so that we become better and more refined 

people.  Each and every mitzvah accomplishes this goal in some way. 

 

ָת ֵאת  בְׁ ָאהַּ ֻחקֹ קֶ ֱאֹל 'הוְׁ תֹו וְׁ רְׁ מַּ ָת ִמשְׁ רְׁ ָשמַּ ויָך וְׁ ָפָטיו ּוִמצְׁ ָיִמיָתיו ּוִמשְׁ  םָֹתיו ָכל הַּ
“You shall love Hashem, your G-d, keep His charge, His statutes, His 

ordinances, and His commandments, all the days” (11:1)  

 The Torah here reminds us to keep all of the mitzvos throughout “all 

the days.”  With this phrase, the Torah reminds us of a very important 

principle.  Despite the fact that times change and that each generation lives 

differently than the prior ones, the mitzvos of the Torah are everlasting and 

apply equally for all of time.  Nothing in the Torah will ever be outdated or 

old-fashioned.  We must apply the Torah as is to the age in which we live 

and never seek to adjust the Torah to fit with the times.  The timeless lessons 

of the Torah and mitzvos are relevant for “all the days” and have a message 

for us even today. 
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ם  כֶׂ ל יֶׂדְׁ אֹות עַּ ם ֹאָתם לְׁ תֶׂ רְׁ שַּ ם ּוקְׁ כֶׂ שְׁ ל נַּפְׁ עַּ ם וְׁ כֶׂ בְׁ בַּ ל לְׁ ה עַּ י ֵאלֶׂ ָברַּ ת דְׁ ם אֶׂ תֶׂ מְׁ שַּ וְׁ

טֹוטָ  ָהיּו לְׁ םוְׁ ם אֹ .  ֹפת ֵבין ֵעיֵניכֶׂ תֶׂ דְׁ ִלמַּ ֵבר ָבםוְׁ דַּ ם לְׁ ֵניכֶׂ ת בְׁ  …ָתם אֶׂ
“And you shall set these words of Mine upon your heart and upon your 

soul, and bind them for a sign upon your hand and they shall be for 

ornaments between your eyes.  And you shall teach them to your sons to 

speak with them…” (11:18-19) 

The Alshich writes that the Torah first instructs us to place the words 

of Torah on our hearts and souls before teaching them to our children.  The 

only way to be successful in our educational endeavors is if we work on 

ourselves first, studying Torah and finding meaning in observing the 

mitzvos.  When we truly feel the beauty of Torah in our hearts and souls, 

then we can convey it properly to our children.  Children learn primarily 

from example and if they see us genuinely serving Hashem, they will model 

that behavior as well.  It is the prerequisite that we need to have if we want 

our children to listen to the words that we communicate to them.   
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