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A. ‘Vehoyo’ or ‘Eikev’ 

The Parsha opens with the words והיה עקב תשמעון, 

“As a reward of your listening (to these laws.)”. The 

word “Vehoyo” is understood by our sages as a 

happy opening. The correlates with the following 

verses describing faithfully fulfilling Mitzvos and the 

blessings which necessarily follow. On the other 

hand, the second word of the verse is “Eikev” (lit. 

heel) which implies something low, weak and small. 

The juxtaposition of these 2 terms begs an 

explanation. 

 

The term “Eikev” is also used when describing the 

last generation before Moshiach - עקבתא דמשיחא, 

“On the heels of Moshiach”. Here too, we wonder 

about this odd connecting of lowliness with 

Moshiach, the ultimate good to arrive in this world. 

 

B. The heels of Moshiach 

It seems inconceivable that, of all generations, our 

lowly generation should reach the level and have the 

merit to receive Moshiach! We suffer from the ills of 

modern technology, superficiality, permissiveness 

and so much more. Previous generations served 

Hashem with depth and breadth, passion and 

dedication, scholarship and piety, far beyond our 

ability. Even today’s most dedicated servant of 

Hashem feels hopelessly inconsequential in 

comparison to those of previous generations.  

 

The midrash teaches us that Hashem created this 

world for He greatly desired to have an abode in the 

lowest places. Despite His being surrounded by 

legions of all kinds of holy angels who constantly 

sing his praises, He wanted to be coronated by 

lowly beings of flesh and blood who recognized that 

He is the absolute and total entirety of existence. 

Hashem wanted the human toil in the face of the 

greatest challenges. He therefore created a world 

where His presence is mostly hidden, a world of 

stumbling blocks and traps, darkness and fog, 

where supreme effort would be necessary to 

remove the curtains hiding His glory. Human beings 

would then reveal and declare His glory to the 

inhabitants of the four corners of the world. 

 

It is now clear that the lower the level of the 

generation, the more Hashem values them, for 

they bring about the ultimate fulfillment of His 

great desire to have an  ‘abode in the lowest 

places’. Previous generations also faced significant 

challenges. But they experienced supernal, angelic 

levels of spiritual awareness and clarity which 

enabled to take their challenges in stride. Our 

generation, on the other hand, suffers from a 

radically opposed experience. Permissiveness and 

advanced personal technological devices are 

spreading like the plague and wreaking havoc, 

particularly (but not exclusively) amongst the 

young. Despite this all, many of our young spurn 

these evils. They are sitting and learning the holy 

Torah with great dedication, aspiring to spiritual 

awareness and greatness with their entire being. 

▼▼ 

 

 • The Heels of Moshiach • 

 עיר
 

 הדה"נ
 

 מוצאי
 

 20:04 18:52 ירושלים
 20:07 19:09 בני ברק
 20:42 19:41 ניו יורק
 21:26 20:17 אנגליה
 22:04 20:57 צרפת
 18:24 17:35 ברזיל
 22:07 20:53 בלגיה

 19:40 18:48 מקסיקו
 19:00 18:03 ארגנטינה

    
  

   
   
   



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Our generation merits an extraordinary  proliferation 

of Torah and Chessed organizations and 

institutions. What an awesome abode for Hashem 

rising from the lowest of the low plateaus. Hashem 

clearly loves this generation more than anything! 

This special love is hinted at in the verse  וישראל אהב

 And Yisrael (referring to Hashem)  את יוסף מכל בניו

loved Yosef (referring to the last generation which 

experiences great trials in Yosef’s strength of 

Yesod (lit. foundation)) more than all his children 

(referring to all the previous generations!). 

 

Underneath the outer shell of lowliness lies sublime 

grandeur. Even Jews who are not yet Mitzvah-

observant experience an underlying strong belief in 

G-d.  After  amassing and presenting proofs of G-

d’s existence, of all kinds and from all directions 

over the course of 30 years, the leading lecturers of 

the Teshuva organizations are finding the material 

irrelevant. Today,  belief in G-d is widely 

recognized, to the extent that a person without this 

recognition is considered to be lacking. (Other than 

by the last remnants of anti-G-d combatants who 

are still active in our midst.) The great challenges of 

our generation  stem from a combination of  lack of 

exposure to, and awareness of, the greatness of 

genuine living with Hashem, according to His 

Torah. Additionally, the Yetzer Hara, the evil 

inclination, is conducting  an all-out war from his 

place of desperation, prior to the arrival of 

Moshiach. Nonetheless, people shine with love of 

Hashem and indescribable connection to Him. 

 

The grappling with the rampant challenges facing 

our generation of the heel bring Hashem great 

pleasure, just like He derived from the sweet 

fragrance rising  from the fire  above a burnt 

offering on the holy altar! The lowest plateau is the 

place of the ultimate fulfillment of Hashem’s plan 

when He created the world. Moshiach will come 

from here  to embellish the world with Hashem’s 

kingdom.  

“Vehoyo Eikev” - Hashem will delight at the time of 

lowliness and greatest difficulty which brigh the 

ultimate joy of the world fulfilling its goal. This will 

bring great happiness in heaven and plentiful 

bounty on earth.  

 

C. The Greatness of Difficulty 

 

Rav Boyer tells: I had a student who faced 

enormous spiritual challenges. The student rose 

and fell as if on a roller-coaster. One day he turned 

to me and asked: “Rabbi, what’s the point of my 

constant struggle? I’m transgressing so many sins, 

that a glorious Gehinnom is surely awaiting me. 

Why keep up a hopeless battle and lose this world 

as well? I may as well give up, get swept up with 

the Yetzer Hara, and at least have a grand time in 

this world!” 

 

I told him: “You’ve convinced yourself that you 

don’t deserve Gan Eden. I must tell you that you 

will be the first one  to receive Gan Eden. Your 

unending relentless struggles bring uncomparable 

joy to Hashem!” He doubted my words and we 

agreed to present his question to a great Rabbi 

(Gadol Be’Yisrael). Upon hearing the question, the 

Gadol placed his arm on the boy’s shoulder and 

said: Why do you appear as you do? Why you 

have so many difficulties which repeatedly knock 

you down? Because you have a higher Neshama 

than any of your friends!” He continued to offer 

many words of encouragement. The boy now 

understood and accepted that his difficulties are 

testimony to the greatness of his Neshama. With 

renewed energies he took up the challenge, and 

with Hashem’s help made a complete and lasting 

turnaround.  

We must take inspiration from our challenges for they 
point to our greatness. We are uniquely positioned to 
coronate Hashem in the lowest places in creation. From 
there we reach the closest possible connection with 
Hashem. Moshiach will come on our heels! 
 

Treasures for the Soul in the Weekly Portion \ Continued 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

If you enjoyed this parsha sheet consider sponsoring it with a dedication by contacting veyoatseinu@gmail.com 
We welcome your feedback! 

On the Parsha 

The Reward for Difficulties

Chazal teach us that our physical world is inadequate as 

a conduit for the reward for a Mitzvah which can only be 

granted in the next world which is spiritual. We can, 

however, benefit here from the dividends of that reward 

in this world. The Yalkut Meam Loez teaches that the 

dividends of the reward for Mitzvot -  wealth, naches from 

children, health, etc. - are according to the difficulties and 

suffering accompanying those Mitzvot. Based on this, we 

can understand “Vehoyo” - The pleasure in this world 

from Mitzvah observance comes “Eikev” - as a result of 

suffering and difficulty. One who is aware of this 

equation, of the treasures hidden within difficulties and 

challenges - derives great pleasure from all difficulties 

which come his way inasmuch as they provide him with 

bounty in this world as well. 

This may be compared to one who is offered a great, but 

delayed, salary hike for a more demanding job. 

Overcome with the constant challenges of his new role, 

he may forget about the salary hike and complain why he 

should be working harder than his peers. Similarly, one 

who suffers in this world may wonder why his life is so 

difficult. Over the years, however, he may recognize the 

great spiritual and physical dividends he receives in this 

world with health, naches from his children, wealth and 

other benefits Hashem bestows in this world. Each and 

every “Vehoyo Eikev” - difficulty and suffering - portends 

joy! 

Many highly successful people - whether in the areas of 

wealth, child upbringing, etc. - testify how their journey 

had not started with a garden full of roses, but rather 

with a garden full of thorns and thistles which entailed 

great difficulties and suffering. They forged on with 

Emuna through all their difficulties. Today they eat the 

fruits of their labor and experience great pleasure - each 

in his way, under his fig tree and vine. 

Great is the reward of one who knows to happily accept 

all of Hashem’s ways with love. He is showered with a 

multiple portion of goodness as he receives great 

bounty in merit of his suffering. Great is the loss of one 

who rejects the suffering along with their bounty. 

“Vehoyo Eikev” - by happily accepting and appreciating 

the difficulties and accompanying suffering stemming 

from performing Mitzvot, despite the enormous 

associated difficulties, you will merit, in this world, “And 

He shall love you and bless you and make you 

numerous. He shall bless the fruit of your womb, the fruit 

of your land, your grain and your wine and your oil, the 

calves of your herds and the lambs of your flocks…” 

Our weekly Torah portion contains the mitzvah of mezuzah 
“And you shall write them on the doorposts of your houses and 
gates.” The Yalkut Meam Loez teaches of the great value of 
the mezuzah: “On the left side of the opening lies an agent of 
damage who is permitted to enter and to cause damage. When 
he sees the name of Hashem in the mezuzah, he is powerless 
to cause damage. And if a person is careful with keeping the 
laws of the Mitzvah of mezuzah, the very same damager will 
guard the house to ensure that no damage should come to it, 
as it is written “This is the gate of Hashem, Tzaddikim shall 
come through it.” 

The Meam Loez continues: “This protection is on condition that 
a person does not place objects, particularly dirty ones, next to 
the door for this is irreverent to the mezuzah. Neither should he  
even pass dirty objects by the mezuzah. Such actions release 
the damager to cause damage and a curse shall follow him 
everywhere. Women should therefore be careful not to sweep 
towards the mezuzah, nor leave dirty diapers etc. there. Being 
careful of this will bring them a long life.” 

It is incumbent on us to preserve the dignity of the mezuzah. 
An exceedingly holy object graces the entrance to our homes! 
Hashem placed His holy name there to guard against forces 
of damage. We must diligently honor this great gift from 
Hashem. 

We pass by a mezuzah many times a day and even kiss it 
with our hand. We must pause and contemplate how much 
blessing and protection it contains, how much connection and 
Divine light dwell in the rolled up scroll. Hashem (“The 
Guardian of the Doors of Israel”, “Shin - Dalet - Yud”) allows 
and commands us to write His name in order to guard our 
openings. This is an awesome expression of His love for us in 
his.  It is incumbent upon us to return the love with love, the 
guarding with our own guarding, to be exceedingly careful 
with the dignity of the mezuzah. This care we will bring all the 
benefits of the mezuzah - protection and long life, and 
Hashem will guard our comings and goings, now and forever. 
Amen! 

Caring for the Mezuzah
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