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              Yosef’s Menorah 

In this week’s sedra we find Yosef, Yaakov’s beloved 

son, as Master of Household for an Egyptian 

nobleman.  While there he is confronted by an 

immense challenge. His master’s wife, Eishes Potifar, 

tried to seduce him. The Torah tells us, “And it was 

on the day that he entered the house to do his work 

and not one of the men of the household was there in 

the house, and she caught hold of his garment and 

said, “Lie with me!” But he left his garment in her 

hand, and he fled, and went outside.” The gemora1 

explains that at that moment that Eishes Potipfar 

grabbed him, he saw a vision of his father’s face in the 

window as a warning not to give in to this terrible 

temptation. 

 The Belzer ז"ל Rebbe explains this gemora in 

a most profound and beautiful way. The gemora 2 says 

that a person should daven in a place with windows. 

The Shulchan Aruch3 codifies this suggestion as a law. 

Furthermore the gemora tells us that when we daven, 

we should direct our attention towards Yerushalayim. 

Chazal wanted Klal Israel to collectively turn their 
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focus towards Eretz Israel, Yerushalayim and the Bais 

HaMikdash. When Yosef davened at his master’s 

house, he faced the window which was facing towards 

Eretz Israel. It was there that his father’s apparition 

came to him. The same window that Yosef faced while 

davening every day was the window where he saw his 

father’s image. The Imrei Noam writes that hidden in 

the posuk which sets the stage for Yosef’s challenge is 

the time frame of this event, namely Yosef faced this 

test with Eishes Potifar on the eighth day of 

Chanukah.   ין ֹו ְוא ֵ֨ ֹות ְמַלאְכתּ֑ ה ַלֲעשּ֣ ְיתָּ א ַהַבַּ֖ ה ַויָּב ֹ֥ ֹום ַהז ֶּ֔ ַוְיִה֙י ְכַהיּ֣

 ֹ֥ ַאְנׁש  יׁש מ  ִיתִאִ֜ ָּֽ ם ַבבָּ ַּ֖ ִית ׁשָּ י ַהַבַּ֪ “And it was on the day that he 

entered the house to do his work and not one of the 

men of the household was there in the house.” The 

last day of Chanukah is known as “Zos Chanukah.” 

The eighth attribute of Hashem’s 13 Attributes of 

Compassion, is  נצר חסד  Preserver of Kindness. The 

numerical value of the words נצר חסד is 412 - the same 

as the word בית “house.” Yosef came to the house, 

bais. The numerical value of זאת חנוכה “Zos Chanukah” 

is 497 the same as the word  מלאכתו “his work.” What 

was his work? The word  to do’ has the same‘    לעשות

numerical value as שמן זית olive oil . So hidden in a 

simple straightforward sentence that tells us that Yosef 

came to work at his master’s house is a secret – Yosef 

came to his Master’s house, to the ultimate Preserver 

of Kindness, to do his holy work of lighting Chanukah 

candles on the eighth day of Chanukah.  And just as 

he stood facing the window that he faced every day 

while davening, his father’s image reminded him who 

“Yosef came to his Master’s house, to the ultimate Preserver of Kindness, 

to do his holy work of lighting Chanukah candles on the eighth day of 

Chanukah.” 
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he really is.  Some say that it was his own face that 

Yosef saw reflected in the window but at that moment 

he looked more like his father than ever before and it 

was a message to tell him that he just as the light 

emanating from the Menorah is eternal, so will be his 

reward for this victory.  The mitzvah of lighting the 

Chanukah menorah saved Yosef from sinning with 

Eishes Potifar.  

The Megaleh Amukos writes that the name of 

the Greek leader Antiochos and Yosef’s name share 

the same numerical value. Antiochos was the emissary 

of Greece which embodied hedonism, worshipping 

fulfillment of physical desires. How can these two 

people, Yosef and Antichos have anything in common? 

What is the message in the gematriyos of their names? 

The Ropshitzer Rebbe explains that Yovon and the 

Greek culture represented moral depravity. Anything 

that had to do with sanctity and purity was despised 

and forbidden. The Greeks forbade the mitzvah of 

circumcision. They also introduced a cruel decree for 

every bride to be violated by their army generals. They 

wanted to destroy Kedushas Israel, the sanctity of the 

Jewish nation. Yosef was the forbearer of kedusha. 

Yosef symbolized self-control in all areas but 

especially in the area of kedusha, refraining from 

carnal and immodest behavior. The Chasmonaim were 

victorious not only against the mighty Greek army, but 

also against Greek culture of depravity. Yosef was in 

the vanguard of this battle. When he refused to sin 

with Eishes Potifar, he won the battle against the 

immoral Greek culture and he also laid down the 

spiritual path for the Chashmonaim’s future victory.  

The gemora tells us that the Menorah should 

be placed outside one’s front door. However if a 

person lives on an upper floor of a building, it should 

be placed at the window in a distinct and noticeable 

location. When Yosef was at his master’s house, he 

could not put the Menorah outside the door and 

instead put it at the window. This was the same 

window where Yosef davened daily. Yosef placed the 

Menorah facing Eretz Israel, Yerushalayim and the 

Bais Hamikdash where the Menorah would eventually 

be lit and the entire miracle of Chanukah would 

transpire.     

All in all thirty six candles are lit from the first to the 

last day of Chanukah. We see a hint to this in the 

Medrash quoted above. The word  וחלון “and the 

window” is the contraction of the words ו נרות חנוכה'ל  

‘thirty six candles of Chanukah.’ That fateful window 

where Yosef davened daily was the window to the 

future, to the rededication of the Bais Hamikdash and 

the freedom to live in eternal light of Torah. Yosef’s 

single act of restraint reaped eternal reward.   

  

 

 

Have A Great Shabbos!   שבת שלום תבברכ 


