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In this week’s Parsha, Yehoshua is introduced to us as the 
future leader of Klal Yisroel. He would stand to be the 

inheritor of Moshe Rabbeinu’s people and he would be the 
one who would lead us into the land of Eretz Yisroel.

There are plenty of questions as to this selection of 
Yehoshua. Some questions have to do with his inherent 
character and qualification as a leader. 

For example, the Ramban in Parshas Shelach writes that 
the listing of the Meraglim/spies were in the order of their 
respective greatness. Yehoshua’s name came in at number five 
while Kalev preceded his number on that list. So, why was 
Yehoshua the one to become the Manhig of Klal Yisroel?   

Other questions have to do with the idea that other people 
might have been better suited for the job. For instance, why 
not Pinchas? After all, this is his Parsha. He did protect the 
Jews from further decimation, he lauded God’s name, and he 
showed a high degree of leadership qualities. So, why wasn’t 
Pinchas considered for the job?  

Throughout Tanach we have seen Jewish leaders rise and, 
sometimes, fall. Their deeds and acts are described by Tanach 
in detail and the stories of their lives explained, taught and 
further elaborated upon by the Midrash and the Talmud. The 
rise and fall of Shaul and his kingdom and the loss of it to 
Dovid, the life of Dovid HaMelech, his children, his enemies 
and his kingdom are all looked into, explored through and 
deeply studied.  

Our Chazal are filled with descriptions of our great men 
and the eras in which they led. And Chazal are replete with 
reasons for their leadership, stewardship and influence of the 
Jewish nation.

 Yehoshua is no different and therefore the question 
arises: Who was he to gain this position? How is he described 
in the Torah that would let us know the defining characteristic 
of his life which led to his acceptance of becoming Moshe’s 
successor?

Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz in his Sichas Mussar explains 
that the one idea and theme that stands out in the dialogue 
between Hashem and Moshe when they were choosing a 
successor was the description of Yehoshua as “Ish Asher 
Ruach Bo”- a man in whom there is spirit.” 

What does that mean? 
Looking earlier in the discussion, we see that when 

Moshe asked Hashem to choose a new leader he chose his 
words very curiously, “Yofkod Hashem Elokai HaRuchos”- 
may Hashem- God of the spirit....appoint a man over the 
assembly...” 

Of all the ways Moshe could have addressed God, he 

chose this one. Instead of referring to Hashem’s omnipotence 
or wisdom, he spoke of Hashem being the God of the spirit.

Rashi explains that Moshe was pointing to the characteristic 
of Hashem’s knowledge of every living being, the intricacies 
of the human mind, spirit and personality. Hashem knows 
that every person has their virtues and foibles. Their up’s and 
down’s.  Hashem knows how exactly how each person differs 
from each other in thought and deed.

Moshe was pointing to this unusual characteristic of 
Elokai HaRuchos because Moshe wanted and asked Hashem 
to appoint a leader who would also be able to bear everyone 
according to their temperament. Moshe was implying that the 
sort of leader he wanted to succeed him was one who, as much 
as humanly possible, embodied these divine characteristics so 
as to accommodate the individuals who comprised the nation. 

Rav Chaim then cites a very remarkable, strange and 
thought provoking episode whose background is explained in 
the Gemarah (Pesachim 87a).

 
In the very beginning of Sefer Hoshea, Hashem tells 

Hoshea to do something which is incomprehensible. He 
tells him to marry a woman who had less than an honorable 
reputation and build a family with her. The strangeness of this 
command, which had no precedent at all, indicates that it must 
have been preceded by some sort of exchange between God 
and Hoshea.

The Gemarah tells us what that exchange was.     
Hashem came to Hoshea in a prophecy and told him that 

tragically “Bonecha Chatu- “Your children have sinned.” 
Ostensibly, the point was the sorry state of the Jew’s spiritual 
affairs and the prophet’s response to that. 

Hoshea’s swift response was the focal point of the 
Talmud’s discussion- Hoshea said, “Ribbon shel olam, Kol 
ha’olam shelcha hu- Master of the world, the entire world 
is yours. Ha’avireim B’umah achares- exchange them for 
a different nation!” Just exchange them for another, was his 
response.

The Gemarah says that his reaction should have been 
different. He should have countered that Klal Yisroel were also 
the children of God, that they were children of the Avraham, 
Yitzchak and Yaakov. He should have argued that they should 
have merit from God’s beloved Avos and therefore that 
distinction should be enough to arouse Hashem’s mercy for 
them, even though they erred and lapsed in their commitment.

But that was not what he said. He said simply: just replace 
them. 

To that, Hashem commanded him: Lech V’Kach Isha 

R’ Akiva Eisenstadt | Rosh HaKollel
RAV CHAIM SHMUELVITZ, YEHOSHUA AND LEADERSHIP 
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Meat & Wine

Q: What does one need to  finish in order to warrant a 
siyum which would permit the consumption of meat 
during the Nine Days?

A: A siyum is made at the conclusion of a 

•	 mesechta of the Talmud 

•	 a Seder of the six sedarim of Mishnayos

•	 any of the four volumes of Shulchan Aruch.  

While it may also be made on the conclusion of a book of 
Nach with an in depth learning of the commentaries  and 

Rishonim,  one should not rely on this l’chatchila.  In fact 
one should not look to rush to make a siyum during this time 
unless the mesechta happened to be finished during the nine 
days. 

Q: May a child make the siyum and thereby allow adults 
to eat meat?
A: As long as the child understands what he has studied and 
has completed one of the above mentioned volumes then even 
adults may eat from this siyum as it is still considered a seudas 
mitzvah. 

Q: Is one required to refrain from drinking whiskey or 
beer during the Nine Days?
A: The minhag is to abstain from drinking wine (grape juice 
is included in this minhag) during the Nine days.  The reason 

HALACHIC PERSPECTIVES: HALACHOS OF THE NINE DAYS
R’ Heshy Kahan|Chaver HaKollel

Zonah, V’holid lecha Banim Zenunim- go, take this woman 
of less-than-stellar character for a wife and have some 
children with her....”

Hoshea did so and after he invested his time and life into 
his new family, Hashem subsequently tells Hoshea to dump 
them, divorce them and send them away. 

Hashem’s notion was that if Hoshea would be able to just 
send them away, so too he would switch out Klal Yisroel for 
another nation.  

The Gemarah tells us that Hoshea was not able to send 
them away thus proving Hashem’s point that the same should 
apply to klal yisroel. 

But what was the point? What was the give and take 
over here? Granted, Hoshea’s response to the plight of Israel 
was viewed as harsh but what’s the connection to Hashem’s 
response and test to Hoshea? 

Rav Chaim explains that when Hoshea responded in a 
manner that Hashem considered a flippant, disposable attitude 
towards a people that Hashem referred to as Hoshea’s children 
(bonecha chatu) it was obvious that as a leader he was not 
there in an emotional, understanding and invested way that a 
leader needs to be.   

A leader, Rav Chaim writes, needs to be able to consider, 
relate to and understand that each person, family and segment 
of their people have their thoughts, needs and ways of being. 
In short, a leader needs to be like a father figure to his charges. 
It was obvious that there was a lack of connection to the people 
and their individual nuances and ways. Due to his outlook, it 

was clear that he lacked the emotional link that any father 
would have for his child after he had raised him, put the effort 
of life into him and connected with him. 

As such Hashem challenged his posture and showed him 
that any child, no matter who they were, where they came 
from, caused a father to love that child. Hoshea became their 
father, and they were his children. No longer was the flippancy 
around to just switch them out for others. The investment, the 
caring, and the consideration he gave to his children made 
him love them. The act of sacrificing for his children allowed 
for a closer and closer relationship and love.

The lesson learned was no matter how far a child veers 
or errs, no matter how far his takes himself away, a father 
will always care and love each and every child no matter how 
different they may be from each other. 

A leader should be no different.
 Pinchas, on the the other hand, while he indeed had many 

of the qualities of a great leader, he did not possess this one 
essential ingredient. Rav Elie Munk explains that according 
to some commentators it was his very zealous nature, which 
had just been revealed, that actually prevented him from being 
this type of leader- one who would be able to bear everyone 
according to his temperament. 

The Ish Asher Ruach Bo that Yehoshua is described as 
is indicative of this capacity to deal with, to stand up to and 
to stand with the personalities of a nation.  Yeshoshua was 
the one person who the ability and capacity to understand, 
acknowledge all the souls of Klal Yisroel. n

R’ Akiva Eisenstadt
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is based on the fact that 

1) wine brings Simcha 

2) to recall the sacrifices of wine that are suspended in 
due to the destruction of the Bais Hamikdash.  

Since this reason is not applicable to beer or whiskey one need 
not be concerned.  

Q: May one taste a meaty dish that is being prepared for 
Shabbos Chazon on erev Shabbos?
A: Although we are noheg not to eat meat or chicken  during 
the nine days, similarly we refrain from eating dishes that 
were flavored with meat or chicken, one would be permitted 
to taste a bit if the dish in order to make sure that it is spiced 
correctly on erev Shabbos. 

Q: Does the minhag to refrain from eating meat apply to 
using meaty dishes as well?
A:  Any food that is pareve and was merely cooked in meat 
pots is permitted to be eaten l’chatchila,   as the minhag is 
only on meat and dishes cooked with meat proper.

Q: May children who eat their Friday night meal prior to 
Shabbos (after Plag Hamincha) eat meat as well?
A: If a child will not be up for the Shabbos Seudah there are 
poskim who permit them to eat meat even though Shabbos 
has not officially began.  

Q: If one is to make Shabbos early would he be allowed 
to eat meat/chicken before the official onset of Shabbos of 
nightfall?
A: Similar to the answer above, it would be permitted for an 
adult to eat meat provided that it is done after that individual 
has accepted Shabbos.  

Q: May a nursing mother eat meat if consuming milk will 
be harmful to the child?
A: Although the Aruch Hashulchan  permits a nursing woman 
to eat chicken and there are even Poskim who permit one 
to eat meat,  nowadays when there are many other  dietary 
options (i.e. fish, tofu, sushi etc.) one should try to be stringent 
in this matter. 

Q: Are children required to adhere to the minhagim of the 
Nine Days including not to eat meat?

A: Although in cases of personal bereavement minors are 
exempt from the observance of mourning, some Poskim are 
of the opinion that children of chinuch age are obligated to 
observe the laws of the Nine Days.   

Laundering

Q: Does the prohibition of laundering only include 
clothing?
A: The issur applies to linens, tablecloths and towels as well. 

Q: Is it permitted to do laundry for children?

A: While there is a heter to do laundry for children,  this 
does not extend to the actual week of Tisha B’av. However 
in a situation where they are of age where they are constantly 
soiling their clothing (i.e. infants) one may do laundry even 
during that week. 

Q: Once one is doing laundry for a child may he throw in 
some other clothing for an adult as well?
A: Although it is all one action and there is no added tircha 
in adding to a load (as you are merely pushing a button either 
way), one may not add any clothing for an adult nor may one 
add any clothing that is not necessary for the child such as 
clothing that will not be used until after Tisha B’Av. 

Q: Is ironing included in the prohibition of laundering?
A: While ironing without steam is not included, ironing while 
using the steam option is prohibited. 

Q: Is it permitted to wear freshly laundered clothing that 
arrived from the dry cleaners during the Nine days?
A: While it is permitted to wear freshly laundered 
undergarments and socks, clothing that came from the dry 
cleaners are considered to be “new clothing” and are prohibited 
from being worn during the Nine days.  One should try on his 
or her clothing for around half hour prior to the Nine days in 
order for it to be permissible to wear during this time.  One 
may put on more then one of the same garments at one time if 
this serves to be more time efficient, as the point is merely to 
have the clothing lose their freshness and not to be considered 
“new” anymore. 

Q: What should one do if he forgot to wear his dry cleaned 
clothing prior to the nine days?
A: One may then either:

R’ Heshy Kahan
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•	 Place it on an unclean floor, whereby the garment will 
have picked up some dust from the ground.

•	 Crease it by lying down over it  

•	 Place it in the hamper along with dirty clothes for a 
short period of time 

Q: May a woman wash her Shaitel during the nine days?
A: While this may be permitted to do during the three weeks, 
from the nine days and on this is forbidden and should not be 
done as it falls under prohibition of laundering. 

Purchasing

Q: May one buy a new home during the Nine Days?
A: One should refrain form looking at or buying a new home 
during this time unless one is in desperate need of a place to 
live. 

Q: May one move into a new home during this time period?

A: Ideally, one should not even move into a new apartment 
during the Nine Days. If the situation warrants that one 
cannot wait he should put up Mezuzah’s and take some new 
belongings into the house before the 17th of Tammuz. 

Q: May one purchase any new clothing during the nine 
days?
A: One would be prohibited from purchasing new clothing 
during this time. The prohibition is far reaching as it doesn’t 
merely include “big” purchases such as suits, hats, and sheitels 
but includes towels, socks and undergarments as well. 

Q: Is it permitted to buy clothing from a store that sells 
things secondhand (i.e. salvation army thrift shop etc.)?
A: If purchasing the item will give the buyer any sense of 
pleasure then this too would be prohibited.  Some Poskim go 
as far as to prohibit window shopping during the nine days as 
well. 

Q: Is there anytime when purchasing clothing would be 
permitted?
A: One may purchase clothing:

•	 for a newborn (even for a gift) 

•	 that is considerably discounted and would not be 
available after Tisha B’Av (i.e. semi annual clearance, 
going out of business sale etc.)

•	 (according to some Poskim)  if one is in a certain 
location and will not be there after Tisha B’Av (i.e. 
visiting a different country etc.).

Q: Does the prohibition of buying new clothing and/or 
expensive items apply to returning or exchanging them as 
well?
A: While returning an item for money or store credit to be 
used after Tisha B’Av is permitted, exchanging something 
will bring pleasure to the owner and is therefore not allowed.

Q: Is an engaged couple also included in this prohibition?
A: Assuming that they do not have the necessary clothing for 
the chasunah it would be permitted to purchase them during 
this time.  [One should ask a Halachic authority if this heter 
applies to acquiring a whole new wardrobe or to merely 
buying the suit and gown etc.].

Q: Does this prohibition extend beyond buying clothing to 
other items as well?
A: While it would be permitted to make “small” purchases 
(i.e. items for kitchen, bungalow etc.), one would not not be 
allowed to purchase expensive items  such as a car,  furniture, 
major appliances and jewelry, as this brings the one purchasing 
the item considerable joy.

Q: May one order an item online?
A: In general if the delivery and payment will take place after 
Tisha B’Av one would be permitted to do so.  However, one 
should ask an individual shailah as there are many variables 
that effect the outcome of this question as this is usually not 
the practical reality when making purchases over the Internet 
since the payment almost always takes place immediately.

Q: Which items may be purchased without reservation?

A: Mitzvah related items such as tefillin, tzitzis and seforim 
may be bought. According to R’ Moshe Fiensiten zt”l  a tallis 
gadol should only be purchased if no other one is available.

Traveling

Q: Is it permitted for one to fly from America to Israel 

R’ Heshy Kahan
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R’ Heshy Kahan

during the Nine Days? 
A: Some Poskim are of the opinion that one should not fly 
from Israel to America  and are only lenient when one is going 
for a mitzvah (to visit one’s parents, project SEED, etc.). 
Flying from America to Israel is considered a d’var mitzvah 
in itself and would be permitted in any situation.  Independent 
of going on a plane one should not schedule any pleasure trip 
during the Nine Days.  

FOOTNOTES
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3. Oral Psak heard from R’ Yitzchok Berkowitz shlita
4. M.B. 551:73
5. Sh”Ut B’tzel Hachachma 4:100
6. S.A. 551:9
7. Aruch Hashulchan 551:23
8. S.A. 551:9
9. Piskai Teshuvos 551:40

10. M.B. 551:63
11. Igros  Moshe O.C. 4:21:4
12. Sh”Ut Rivevos Ephraim 1:167:2
13. 551:26
14. M.B. 551:64
15. Oral Psak heard from R’ Yitzchok Berkowitz Shlita
16. Magen Avraham 551:38, Aruch Hashulchan 551:31, M.B. 

551:70
17. S.A. 551:3

18. M.B. 551:82
19. Rama 551:14
20. Oral Psak heard from R’ Yitzchok Berkowitz Shlita
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22. M.B. 551:44
23. While various different times are given as to how long one has 
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WEEKLY INSIGHTS
R’ Aharon Finkelstein  Chaver HaKollel

Pinchas was filled with zeal; in fact he was praised for it. 
The verse in the Torah describes him - “he was zealous 

for his G-d” (Pinchas 25:11).
 What is it that he did which afforded him this honor and 

accolade? What pious act was he hailed as a hero for and 
given the descriptive conveyance of a man filled with zeal?

 The prince of the tribe of Shimon did an illicit act. The 
Jewish people were situated in the territory of Moab and as 
the Talmud (Sanhedrin 106a) describes, they associated with 
the women of the land which lead them astray, falling into 
the sin of heathen idolatry.

 The penalty for this breach of Jewish law was death, 
so an adjudication of the case was convened and those 
responsible were subsequently executed. In the midst of 
the remorse that the people felt for what had occurred, the 
unthinkable occurred. Zimri, the princely head of the tribe 

of Shimon, brought a Midianite woman into the camp of 
Israel to have an illicit relation with her, defying Moshe‘s 
leadership and the Will of Hashem.

 When Pinchas observed this, he slew the offending 
parties of Zimri and the Midianite woman named Cozbi, 
eradicating what was an outright evil within the nation of 
Israel.

 Hashem praised this act, seemingly despite the fact that 
the Torah teaches us to value human life and not to cause 
bloodshed.  In fact many may look at the reaction of Pinchas 
and believe that it was overly aggressive. Yet, if one would 
consider the legal system within different countries he would 
find that the death penalty is administered universally for 
one other crime other than murder.

 Which crime is that?
 Treason – what was done here by the tribe of Shimon 
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R’ Aharon Finkelstein

was an act of betrayal against the community of Israel. 
Additionaly, the further degradation of having Zimri, a man 
of stature and position within Israel, to uphold such betrayal 
is a major detriment to Judaic life. If allowed to continue, it 
would cause a breakdown that would destroy the nation as a 
whole. Allowing open and deviant idol worship through the 
courting of these Midianite women would cause the Jewish 
people to become assimilated and lost forever.

 Returning back to our opening segment let us consider 
within these events the Torah’s descriptive words for Pinchas 
“he was zealous for his G-d.”

 What does being filled with zeal mean?
 Rabbi Dr Abraham Cohen (1887-1957) elucidates that 

zeal comes from a Greek word which means “to boil”. A 
person filled with zeal is one who is boiling over, filled 
with enthusiasm for his cause. Those that achieve, that are 
immersed day in and day out in a particular cause are filled 
with zeal. If they meet with adversity, with struggle, or with 
obstacles in their path, they do not become discouraged, 
because their zeal gives them the fuel to overcome anything 
in their path.

 Think about cold water as opposed to boiling water. It 
is impossible to drive a steam engine when the water in the 
boiler is cold or lukewarm, yet if you boil the water, it will 
give off steam which has tremendous power to drive it. In 
the same way one who boils over with zeal, generates from 
it the power to be propelled forward.

 The issue to take note of is that this force, if not 
harnessed and targeted appropriately, can have a destructive 
side as well. Meaning, that any force with a tremendous 
power needs to be directed and focused, otherwise the energy 
which propels it, can destroy instead of being of benefit. 
Boiling water pushing a steam engine can be catastrophic if 
left unbridled, if not tempered and directed, it is possible for 
it to implode and destroy everything around it.

 In the same way that those which are filled with zeal can 
do that which good, it works conversely whereby one can be 
filled with zeal in order to do that which is bad.

 Consider if you will the great zeal of the Church in their 
desire to gain converts to their religion. The crusades were 
missions filled with zeal, which left so many to be murdered 
in the name of G-d. Those which have bigotry and fanaticism 
that drive their agenda for racial superiority or extremism are 
zealous to accomplish their sought after goals. The Germans 
were filled with zeal to have world domination and a pure 
Aryan race.

 Many people may have unique gifts and abilities, 

filled with ideas and notions of betterment for society, but 
through some ideological collisions find themselves at the 
destructive end of zeal, instead of one of development and 
advancement.  

 The question is what was it that made Pinchas unique 
in his zealotry as compared to others that faltered? Why 
were the actions of Pinchas not deemed negatively and 
instead praised? How do we allow our own convictions to 
be manifested for good and not for evil?

 The answer to all of these questions comes from one 
segment of this week’s perasha. When discussing Pinchas 
and his actions the Torah states, “He was zealous for My 
sake” (Pinchas 25:11).  When one puts his desires to be that 
which Hashem’s desires, he can never be led to do wrong. 
When one is intent on upholding Hashem’s Will, to do what is 
right by the Torah and the completion of its commandments, 
then one will always be led to do the right thing.  Zeal needs 
focus, it needs an objective to be directed towards. When 
one understands the purpose of his actions, to be a custodian 
of G-d’s Law and to follow them as such, then he will not 
fall. He will be filled with the enthusiasm and energies to do 
what is good and noble, what is just and righteous; he will be 
filled with the zeal of what it means to be a Jew.

 We must ask ourselves, is our desires to do something 
of which Hashem does not approve greater than our desire 
to please Him?

 Pinchas had one desire, and that was to please his 
Creator. Consider Jews of yesteryear. Consider how much 
the extent of their love for Hashem reached.  They were 
punished for being Jewish; they were imprisoned, tortured, 
and killed. They accepted poverty, hardship, and exile.

 What allowed them to persevere in the face of such 
adversity?

 It was in their zealousness to protect and uphold the 
sacredness of their heritage, preserving the very ideals that 
Hashem holds dear. It is incumbent upon each of us to find 
that same objective, for then we are truly what G-d intended 
us to be.n
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R’ Boruch Yechiel Schreiber
PARSHAS PINCHAS; ACHIEVING TRUE PEACE

Pinchas was rewarded for killing Zimri and sanctifying 
Hashem’s name, with the blessing of Sholom. Typically 

Sholom is translated to mean “peace”. This is difficult to 
understand. We know Hashem always rewards and punishes 
mida b’midah; measure for measure. Although Pinchas acted 
lishem shomayim, and killed Zimri to prevent a great Chilul 
Hashem, nevertheless murdering someone in cold blood can 
hardly be associated with peace making. Why then was his 
reward specifically to receive Hashem’s blessing of Sholom 
/ peace? 

Truthfully, Sholom doesn’t really mean peace. Peace is 
defined as “the absence of war or other hostilities”. When 
people live together civilly we consider this peace.  

Sholom means much more than this. Sholom comes from 
the root “shleimus” or completeness. Sholom is achieved 
when there is a unity and infusion of people, and they come 
together to form one complete unit. 

The posuk states, Ta’avah Yivakesh Nifrad, lustful desire 
creates separation. The reason for this is simple. To create 
unity, people must seek the benefit of each other. Someone who 
is selfish and cares only about himself – “what’s in it for me” 
– separates himself from everyone else. Thus the word Ahava; 
love,  comes from the word “hav” which means to give. True 
love is to give of yourself to others. There is a famous saying 
of one of the Balei Mussor. He told someone who enjoyed 
fish, “You don’t love fish, rather you love yourself!” If you 
truly loved the fish you wouldn’t eat it.”

Marriage, friendship is all about “what can I do for you”. 
This creates true unity and Achdus. Zimri on the other hand 
was satisfying his lustful desires and nourishing his own 
needs. This creates division. Taaveh Yivakesh Nifrad. 

Pinchas, by immediately preventing this act of division to 
take place, fittingly deserved an award of Sholom. 

The Torah traces the lineage of Pinchas all the way back 
to Aharon Hakohein. Rashi discusses the significance of this. 
Perhaps the Torah is alluding to the fact that Pinchas was 
continuing the ways of his great-grandfather Aharon who was 
Ohev Sholom and Rodef Sholom. 

Actually the Mishna in Avos tells us that Aharon was 
“Ohev Sholom ViRodef Sholom … Umikarvon LiTorah” He 
pursued peace and brought them close to Torah. Why does 
the Mishna connect the fact that Aharon drew them close to 
Torah with the fact that he made peace between friends? The 
answer is clear. The only way to achieve true Sholom, is when 
each side becomes selfless and focuses on the other’s needs. 
The best way to this is through Torah study. Torah elevates 
a person and teaches him to avoid his own desires, thus 

becoming a giving person rather than a selfish person. Such a 
person can now attain true Sholom.

Now we understand why Pinchas received a reward of 
becoming a Kohein, in addition to receiving the reward of 
“Sholom”. (Although he was a descendant of Ahron HaKohein, 
Pinchas did not automatically become a Kohein at birth as do 
all future generations of Aharon, because he was already born 
when Aharon became anointed as a Kohein). 

This trait of “Sholom” which Pinchas displayed, was 
actually a “kohein trait” inherited to him from his great-
grandfather Aharon, the Ohev Sholom and Rodef Sholom. 
The Torah testifies “Tumecha ViUrecha L’ish Chasidecha”. 
The special Bigdei Kehuna which included the divine Urim 
Vitumim, was worn by people of Chesed. The Posuk refers to 
the Kohanim as Men of Kindness. The Kohanim are blessed 
with this giving midah of chesed which translates into Sholom. 

Indeed the Birchas Kohanim, which are special brochos 
the Kohanim bless Klal Yisroel with, fittingly end with 
“Viyosem licha Sholom”. 

With this we can answer a difficulty posed by some 
Miforshim. The Brocha made during Birkas Kohanim states 
that the Kohanim were sanctified with the kedusha of Aharon 
Hakohein . This is not necessarily true. There are many 
Kohanim today that are descendants of Pinchas HaKohein, 
who became a Kohein in his own right. These kohanim were 
not sanctified with the Kedusha of Aharon, but rather with the 
Kedusha of Pinchas. 

Perhaps the answer is, because even though Pinchas was 
rewarded with his own anointment of Kehunah, this was only 
in merit of Aharon, his great-grandfather. Since Pinchas acted 
with the characteristic trait he inherited from Aharon, he 
merited as a reward to be anointed with that same Kedusha 
of Aharon and he too became a Kohein. Thus all Kohanim, 
even descendants of Pinchas, can proclaim they have been 
anointed with the Kedusha of Aharon HaKohein.n
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Yerucham Reich | This is a reprint 
STEPPING OUT

Pinchas had to step up because there were Jews who 
stepped out.
Bilaam's evil counsel to Balak was to separate the Jews 

from God. The Ribbono Shel Olam abhors moral depravity, 
so get the Jews to behave licentiously and thus incur God's 
wrath and lose His protection. 

Israel dwelled in Shittim, where this sin occurred. 
The Gemara in Sanhedrin (106a) quotes Rabbi Elazar who 
holds that Shittim is the actual name of the place, and Rabbi 
Yehoshua, who holds that it describes what they did there, 
shtus, foolishness. And we know that a rational person, 
understanding the stakes, would not sin unless he is taken 
over by foolishness, ruach shtus.

Ohr Hachaim hones in on this concept of Shittim. He 
cites Rashi's explanation of the word shatu (11:8) regarding 
the mon: shatu ha'am v'laktu. The people walked about, they 
shpatziert,  and picked up the mon as they sauntered. Rashi 
describes it as a tiyul, without effort. He then uses a French 
word to further describe the concept of how they went about 
it, signifying a kind of playfulness.

And so, Ohr Hachayim tells us, the Jews fell into the 
grievous sin of Ba'al Pe'or, with the loss of twenty-four 
thousand lives, because they stepped out. They went for a 
playful shpatzier outside their camp, to check out what the 
surrounding culture had to offer.  They found the daughters 
of Midian and Moav waiting for them, depravity and idols at 
the ready.  

"Stepping out", in the common culture, is a euphemism 
for when a spouse commits the ultimate marital disloyalty. 

Stepping out can describe when Jews, abandoning, in 
their ignorance, or their arrogance, their own indescribably 
rich culture and holy heritage, seek wisdom and fulfillment 
instead in what the surrounding culture has to offer, corrupt 
and misdirected as that may be. Throughout our long history, 
many Jews have been lost in this way. 

It is to our great shame and chagrin that the core group of 
United States Supreme Court Justices who chose, last week, to 
impose a new standard of moral depravity on the civilization 
of the United States, are three Jews who have "stepped out", 
and are anchored not in what is good and moral and Godly but 
in what is politically au courant.  

It is to our chagrin that there are among us heterodox who 
label themselves orthodox who, in stepping out for a shpatzier, 
look to that same au courant zeitgeist to determine what their 
observance of Judaism will be, speciously call that orthodoxy, 
and teach that to others.  

Pinchas's brave and principled stand was a dangerous and 

awkward stance to take, but with it he saved the day, to his 
eternal credit. It was, of necessity, a violent stand. It is not 
the way we prefer. Most of us hate confrontation and seek to 
avoid it. Most of us seek the way of peace, and we pray for it. 

Pinchas reminds us that in this world, sometimes we must 
be prepared to do battle. And we pray that we should have 
the wisdom to know when and how, and the strength and the 
resources to carry it through. 

Ribbono Shel Olam, may the Nation of Israel stay within 
your camp, let those who have wandered off, who have 
stepped out, find their way back, and may the path of life, for 
us, be one of peace. 

Dedicated on the yahrtzeit of my paternal grandmother, Sarah 
bas Z'ev, a"h, HY"D who was murdered, with her daughters 
and all her grandchildren, in or on the way to Belzec, by the 
accursed Germans, on or about 22 Tamuz, at a time in our 
history when we were powerless to do battle, and there was 
no one who would fight for us.

Yerucham Baruch Reich
Parashas Pinchas 5775
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When learning this week’s parshah, an important lesson 
is derived, one that will set the tone for the Three 

Weeks. In this week’s Parshah, the daughters of Tzelofchad 
beg Moshe for a portion in Eretz Yisrael. The pasuk tells us 
(27:5) that Moshe brought their case before Hashem, Who 
then gave over the laws concerning inheritance. Rashi, citing 
Sanhedrin 8a and Sifri, states: This passage was fit to be 
written through Moshe, but the daughters of Tzelofchad were 
deemed worthy (“zachu”) and it was written through them. 
Chasam Sofer wonders what it was that they did for which 
they were deemed worthy of an entire passage in the Torah 
being written through them. 

The Gemara in Megilla (26a) tells us that a strip of 
land projected from Yehudah’s portion into the portion of 
Binyamin, upon which the mizbei’ach was erected. Binyamin 
was anguished over the fact that it was not on his portion of 
land. Therefore, says the Gemara, he was zoche to become 
host to the Shechinah, by having the Aron in his territory. This 
teaches us a tremendous lesson: If one really and truly wishes 
to bring the Shechina into his life, he will merit having that 
happen. The Gemara in Taanis tells us that one who mourns 
over the destruction of the Beis HaMikdash, will merit seeing 
its rebuilding. Since he wished for it and understood what he 
is missing, he will merit having Shechinah in his life. 

There is a fascinating Or HaChaim in this week’s Parsha 
on the following pesukim: The children of Yehuda were Er 
and Onan. Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan. The 
sons of Yehudah according to their families were: to Sheilah, 
the family of sheilani etc. The Yidden are called Yehudim. 
Therefore, these pesukim – regarding the family of Yehudah – 
give us a hint of the future awaiting the Yidden. The children 
of Yehudah - the occurrences of the Yidden, are Er and Onan. 
This means that we will have the 2 Batei Mikdashos, referred 
to as Er and Onan. The first is referred to as Er [awake] (as 
in “libi er”), for the Shechinah was very apparent in the first 
Mikdash; the second is referred to as Onan (as in “onaah” – 
missing) because of the 5 things that were missing in the 2nd 
Mikdash. The pasuk continues: And Er and Onan died. This 
means that the Shechinah will leave the two Batei Mikdashos. 
And then, Va’yihyu Bnei Yehudah. The word Va’yihyu can be 
split up to read vay [as in oy vey] hayu the Yidden will be in 
tremendous tzaar while in galus. The next word in the pasuk 
is Sheila. This refers to Shiloh - Moshiach. Vay Haya Shilo. 
We must be in pain over the fact that Moshiach is not yet here. 
We must hope for his coming, and if we will do so, then we 
will merit Mishpachas HaSheilani. We will be the family - the 
generation - in which Shiloh - Moshiach - comes.  

The Zohar (metioned in short by Or HaChaim) comments 
on the pasuk in Yeshayah (52:8), which says, “kol tzafayich 
nasu kol...” This means that all those who see it, lifted their 
voices. But why does the pasuk use this lashon for one who 
sees? The pasuk must be teaching us something. Who are 
these tzafayich? They are those who are metzapeh - who await 
- the arrival of Moshiach, at which point the Mikdash will 
be rebuilt. Those who waited and were “nasu kol” - they 
raised their voices in supplication for his coming, they will 
merit to the end of the pasuk - “yachdav ye’raneinu” - they 
will rejoice together over his coming.  

We say every day in davening: Bonei Yerushalayim 
Hashem, nidchei Yisrael ye’chaneis... Why does the pasuk 
use the present tense of Bonei? The pasuk should have said 
“yivneh, he will build” not “he builds!” The Chasam Sofer 
says [end of Derashas to 7 Av]: Hashem is continuously 
building the Beis HaMikdash through the hope and tears of 
the Yidden who await it. We may not see a physical Beis 
HaMikdash, but every time the nidchei Yisroel gather together 
and mourn the Beis HaMikdash, Hashem is rebuilding it. This 
is why the pasuk uses the present tense. Hashem is constantly 
rebuilding the Beis HaMikdash. When one mourns over the 
Mikdash, he is in actuality helping it be rebuilt! Keep this in 
mind if Moshiach does not come before Tisha B’Av and we 
experience another Shabbos Nachamu. Shabbos Nachamu is 
not for letting loose after three weeks of restrictions. Rather, 
it is the realization that through mourning during the three 
weeks, culminating in Tisha B’Av, we have come that much 
closer to the completion of the building of the Mikdash – a true 
cause for celebration! I once heard from my Rebbi, HaRav 
Yaakov Landau Shlit”a, that perhaps this is what Chazal 
meant when they said that Moshiach was born on Tisha B’av. 
This means that Moshiach – our geulah – will be born through 
our mourning! 

After refusing to become Rav in Brisk, the delegation told 
the Beis HaLevi: “20,000 people are waiting for you there!” 
Upon hearing this he accepted. He said “I cannot refuse 20,000 
people, who are waiting.” When the Chofetz Chaim heard 
this story, he began to cry. He said: If the Beis HaLevi cannot 
refuse the 20,000 people waiting in Brisk, surely Moshiach 
would not be able to refuse “gantz” Klal Yisrael, if we would 
really be waiting for Moshiach!

The pasuk provides the lineage of the daughters of 
Tzelafchad all the way back to the family of Menashe, the son 
of Yosef (27:1). Rashi explains: This tells you that they took 
after Yosef who considered the Land precious; just as Yosef 
wished to be buried in Eretz Yisrael, because of his love for 
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the Land, so too, the daughters of Tzelafchad wished for a 
portion there because of their love for the Land.

Devarim Rabbah [2:8] tells us: Moshe said to Hashem 
as part of his tefila to enter Eretz Yisrael: Yosef’s bones are 
entering and I am not!? Hashem replied: Yosef took pride 
in his Land. Therefore he will merit being buried there. But 
you did not take pride and therefore you will not be buried 
there. Where do we find that Yosef took pride and Moshe 
did not? When Yosef was referred to as an “Ish Ivri,” he did 
not deny it. Rather, he said, “I was stolen from the land of 
the Ivrim.” On the other hand, when Moshe was referred to 
by Yisro’s daughters as “Ish Mitzri,” he did not protest that 
he is, in fact, an “Ish Ivri.” Yosef took pride in Eretz Yisrael 
and therefore he got it; Moshe did not and therefore he did 
not get it. Indeed, R’ Yonason Eibshutz (1:14) says that when 
Yosef asked the butler to remember him and take him out 
of the jail “for I was stolen from the land of the Ivrim,” he 
meant to say that the reason he wishes to leave jail is for one 

purpose and one purpose only: so that he can return to his 
Land!

Let us now return to that which we began with. Why did 
these five women merit that this passage should be written 
through them? It is on account of their love for Eretz Yisrael. 
If the Torah would have written this passage regarding 
inheriting Eretz Yisrael as an independent law, and not as 
an outcome of this incident, then we would not have learned 
this all important lesson. Hashem wished to teach us that 
with regard to getting Eretz Yisrael, there is a cause and 
effect. If one really loves Eretz Yisrael, he will get Eretz 
Yisrael. The daughters of Tzelafchad demonstrated this love 
and therefore they merited that the passage should be written 
as the effect of their most fervent wish - a tremendous lesson 
for future generations.

May we all be zocheh to be builders of the Beis 
HaMikdash through our true yearning for our return to Eretz 
Yisrael under the leadership of Moshiach. 


