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 פרשת וישלח 
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah – Happy Anniversary!!! 

and our dear daughter, Tova Zoe. 

 ולרפואה שלימה: העניא בת פריידל

Happy Birthday Chaviva!!! 

 

 

  

 
  )ד, לב( "לאכים לפניו אל עשו אחיויעקב מ שלחיו"

“Then Yaakov sent angels ahead of him 

to Esau his brother” 
 

Why did he send them?  To remove his envy and 

hatred with soft words, as it says, “A gentle reply 

turns away wrath.”1  That is why Chazal permit 

false flattery of an evildoer for the sake of peace.2 

 

 
) כט, לב" (לא יעקב יאמר עוד שמך כי אם ישראל"  

“No longer will it be said that your 

name is Yaakov, but Israel” 
 

Yaakov Avinu endured so much from the moment 

that he was forced to flee his father’s home – 

throughout all the years that he was forced to 

spend in the environment of the greatest crook 

and swindler, Lavan.  Including the terrifying 

meeting that our parsha opens with – Yaakov 

Avinu with the four holy mothers and eleven 

shivtei	kah, laden with cattle on one side and 400 

warriors with Esau at their head on the other 

side, enraged and seeking revenge. 

 

Yaakov’s mission seems impossible.  His chances 

of emerging in one piece and at peace were close 

to zero.  But what actually transpired?  How did 

the entire incident play out?  “Esau ran toward 

him, embraced him, fell upon his neck, and 

kissed him; then they wept.”3  How did this 

transformation occur?  What had Yaakov done to 

cause this?  He understood that alone – he could 

not.  He understood that according to the laws of 

nature, he had no hope and, therefore, he raised 

                                                           
1
 מענה רך ישיב חימה (משלי טו, א) 

2
 מדרש הבאור כת"י 

3
 וירץ עשו לקראתו ויחבקהו ויפל על צוארו וישקהו ויבכו (לג, ד) 

his head and asked for the Creator of the World’s 

help – with submissiveness and humility.  “I have 

been diminished by all the kindnesses”4 – You 

have done so many kindnesses for me, Master of 

the World: I suspect that “I have been 

diminished” – maybe my merits have been 

reduced and the wicked person can overpower 

me.  And, with simple, honest words he begged 

Hashem: “Rescue me, please, from the hand of 

my brother, from the hand of Esau, for I fear 

him.”5  That is how we speak to Hashem: 

simple, candid, honest words - from our 

hearts. 

 

Yaakov Avinu lived with emuna.  He had emuna 

that Hashem would fulfill what He had promised 

him: “Return to your land and to your relatives 

and I will do good with you”6 – even if he could 

not yet see the light at the end of the tunnel. 

 

Emuna means to remind ourselves in every 

situation, in ever challenge in life, that 

Hashem is All-Capable.  A person may realize 

that there is no natural hope – and so he 

despairs.  He throws up his hands.  To counteract 

this, he must have emuna that the Creator of the 

World can do things that we cannot even fathom 

– just as He split the Yam Suf and the Jewish 

people crossed it on dry land – so can He 

perform for us in matters of health, livelihood, 
                                                           
4
 קטנתי מכל החסדים (לב, יא) 

5
יד עשו כי ירא אנכי אתו (שם יב)הצילני נא מיד אחי מ   

6
 שוב לארצך ולמולדתך ואיטיבה עמך (שם י) 
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shidduchim, in any arena.  Cast aside the intellect.  

Strengthen emuna.  We	 do	 not	 understand	

anything,	we	do	not	know	anything	–	Hashem	

is	 All-Powerful	 and	He	 can	 save	 us.	 	How?	 	 I	

don’t	 know,	 I	 just	 daven.  But	 we	 must	 not	

daven	merely	because	we	have	been	taught	to	

daven.	 	We	must	daven	out	of	emuna	that	the	

only	thing	that	we	have	is	tefilla,	that	nothing	

else	in	the	world	can	help	us. 

 

A person must pray for each and every matter.  

Everything	 must	 be	 requested	 from	 the	

Creator	of	the	World	–	even	the	tiniest	things.		

There	 is	no	 such	 thing	 that	does	not	 require	

prayer.	 Everything	 is	 received	 from	 the	

Creator.		We	must	ask	him	for	everything.		We	

have	no	other	address	to	direct	our	pleas.	

 

We	must	express	gratitude	–	a	lot	of	gratitude.		

There	are	so	many	reasons	to	thank	Hashem.		

There	 are	 small	 miracles	 and	 big	 miracles	 -	

constant	kindnesses.	 	One	who	merits	seeing	

them,	never	ceases	thanking.  Yaakov Avinu, in 

the midst of all of his troubles, saw: “For with my 

staff I crossed this Jordan and now I have become 

two camps.”7  “I remember how I got here and I 

see, Hashem, what You have made of me.”  And 

us?  We are generally so occupied with what we 

are still lacking that we forget this great phrase 

that we must say as often as possible each day: 

“We are fortunate, how good is our portion, how 

pleasant our lot, and how beautiful our 

heritage.”8 

 

In the middle of all of the tribulations and 

difficulties that he experienced, Yaakov Avinu 

safeguarded his joy – because he was never alone 

– he always had Hashem.  Hashem	 loves	 us,	

Hashem	 guides	 our	 lives,	 Hashem	 leads	 us.  

Dig, dig and dig in your soul and find the 

diamond that is called “joy” – realize that it is 

impossible to recognize Hashem without 

challenges and trials.  From the midst of those 

difficulties, Hashem wants us to find our joy, our 

connection to Him. 

                                                           
7
 כי במקלי עברתי את הירדן הזה ועתה הייתי לשני מחנות (שם יא) 

8
אשרינו, מה טוב חלקנו, ומה נעים גורלנו, ומה יפה ירשתנו  

 (קרבנות, תפילת שחרית)  

Only when a person is mired in troubles, anguish 

and persecution can he truly realize that there is 

nothing else aside from Hashem.  When	he	faces	

challenges,	 it	 becomes	 clear	 that	 there	 is	 no	

other	source	of	help,	no	one	else	to	rely	upon.	 

Generally, a person thinks that others respect 

him, love him – then, “I see that no one 

recognizes me; escape is lost from me; no one 

seeks my soul”9 - “And I looked and there was no 

one helping, and I was astounded and there was 

no one supporting.”10  He	quickly	realizes	 that	

there	 is	 no	 one	 else!	 	 Only	 Hashem	 is	 with	

him!		Only	Hashem	never	abandons	him. 

 

Our task is to elevate ourselves above time, to 

know that there is no one aside from Hashem.  

This	 world	 passes	 in	 a	 flash	 and	 aside	 from	

Torah,	 tefilla	 and	 good	 deeds	 –	 there	 is	

nothing	 else	 for	 us	 to	 do	 in	 this	 world.  A 

person can attain this elevated level of emuna 

where he sees nothing else!  He sees no bad!  He	

sees	 only	 pure	 and	 clear	 souls	 around	 him.		

He	 sees	 the	 entire	 world	 as	 good	 and	 pure.		

Even	when	people	insult	him,	he	does	not	feel	

at	all	offended:	“I	must	have	misunderstood.”		

He	 does	 not	 even	 hear	 the	 insults,	 he	 sees	

Hashem	before	his	eyes	constantly. 

 

There is no more wondrous and complete 

pleasure in a person’s life than the boundless and 

eternal bliss of a person who clings to his 

Creator.  It is amazing and powerful to cling to 

Hashem – it is what the soul desires.  A person 

needs nothing except Hashem, if he has Hashem, 

he has everything.  In the meeting between 

Yaakov and Esau, Yaakov wanted to present his 

brother with gifts, to appease him.  Esau refused: 

“I have plenty.  My brother, let what you have 

remain yours.”11  Yaakov responds: “Inasmuch as 

Hashem has been gracious to me and inasmuch 

as I have everything.”12  “I am not lacking 

anything – I am happy with my lot.”  Yaakov 

Avinu earned this most wondrous and complete 

pleasure in a person’s life – the contentment of a 

                                                           
9
(תהילים קמב, ה)ואין לי מכיר, אבד מנוס ממני אין דורש לנפשי    

10
 ואביט ואין עזר ואשתומם ואין סומכ (ישעיהו סג, ה) 

11
 יש לי רב אחי יהי לך אשר לך (לג, ט) 

12
 כי חנני אלקים וכי יש לי כל (שם יא) 
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person who is bound and connected to the 

Creator in a bond of love and awe.  It must be 

love and awe together – only then is it complete.  

If it is only one without the other – it cannot 

sustain. 

 

Our entire duty is to protect that bond.  Only that 

fulfills the soul and makes us happy.  Any other 

joy is only momentary and will ultimately spoil – 

it cannot fill the soul for any length of time. 

 

When is a person despondent?  When he 

transgresses.  But, he must remind himself that 

his sins are not relevant to his soul.  The	soul	is	

always	 righteous,	 always	 pure,	 always	 holy.	 

Whenever a person falls into sin it is because he 

is not sufficiently elated.  Therefore, we must 

never become dejected over anything.  If we 

committed some sin, we do teshuva.  Realize 

what a yetzer	hora we have received, what kind 

of yetzer	hora we grapple with all day – and yet, 

despite that contest, we still overcome and 

perform mitzvos?!  That is cause for joy.  The 

angel who fought with Yaakov, who was the 

ministering angel of Esau, tried to discourage 

Yaakov into depression.  But Yaakov battled back, 

strengthened himself and refused him leave until 

he blessed him.  And what bracha did Yaakov ask 

for?  To be happy.  ““No longer will it be said that 

your name is Yaakov, but Israel.”  שיר קל = ישראל – 

the song of Hashem – constant singing, constant 

joy – to	 struggle	 for	 happiness	 because	 it	 is	

impossible	without	 it.  If things are difficult, if 

we are in the midst of difficulties – we must 

contemplate and find the expansion that Hashem 

provides us within the tribulations, the light 

within the darkness, the good within the bad.  

Yaakov prepared gifts for his brother, herds of 

cattle and he set gaps between the herds.  We 

must look for spaces between the misfortunes. 

 

Sometimes, a person becomes confused during 

periods of suffering and difficulty, G-d forbid, and 

it seems to him as if the entire world is falling on 

him, as if all of the suffering gathers upon him at 

once, G-d forbid, without any relief at all.  Due to 

this, his heart twists away from Hashem and he 

cannot truly call out to Hashem – and this causes 

his troubles to multiply, G-d forbid.  The more 

one is drawn after his grief – the more his grief 

follows him.  Therefore, we must be ever vigilant 

to place spaces in our minds, to find gaps even 

within the sorrows themselves and to 

continuously thank and praise at all times.  In 

truth, in every adversity in the world, there is 

some interval – this is the gap that Yaakov placed 

between the herds.13 

 

We must be happy with the little bit that we do 

when it is too hard to do a lot.  Hashem loves that 

hair’s breadth that we do.  When Esau and his 

men approached Yaakov’s camp, Yaakov split his 

camp into two.  Why?  “Then the remaining camp 

shall survive.”14  If	 we	 cannot	 manage	 to	

salvage	everything,	we	must	at	 least	rescue	a	

portion.	  When	we	 cannot	do	 everything,	we	

must	do	what	we	can	–	grab	something,	not	to	

give	up	on	it	all.		And	we	must	be	happy	with	

that	little	bit.	

 

Happiness is our most important inner service.  

We	are	 forbidden	 to	walk	 the	 streets	with	 a	

sour	expression.		It	is	like	placing	a	pit	in	the	

public	 domain	 –	 endangering	 people.  When 

we are outside, amongst people, we must do 

everything in our power to smile, to illuminate 

our countenance.  We risk imbuing so much 

sadness in another person’s heart if they see us 

with a sour face in the streets.  Gladdening other 

people is the highest kindness for that is what 

most brings them close to Hashem. 

 

When does a person recognize Hashem’s will?  

When whatever he does is to inspire others to 

return in teshuva.  It is not enough that I davened 

and I had an amazing experience and I felt 

dveykus.  We must utilize this light that we 

received through tefilla and service of Hashem to 

draw others near.  The	greatest	thing	we	can	be	

is	a	chariot	for	the	Shechina,	a	vehicle	for	the	

revelation	 of	 G-dliness	 in	 the	 world.  When 

people see us, they will identify Torah Jews.  The 

thing that most influences others is when they 

observe people serving Hashem with joy because 

everyone wants joy. 

                                                           
13

 ליקו"ה כלאי בהמה ד, ח 
14

 והיה המחנה הנשאר לפליטה (לב, ט) 
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  Help me strengthen this truth that our strongest efforts must be invested in tefilla.  Generally, when 

my plans are disrupted, when some problem develops – I forget to daven, I rush to do something: to make calls, to meet 

people that I think can help me, to ask them for help, to beg , pressure, nag them and other forms of utilizing “my own 

strength…”  When things work out, I am so pleased with myself, so sure that others should learn from me – I’m ready to give 

lectures and teach success.  Even if I daven to You when there is no solution to my problem it is not genuinely because of a 

feeling that only You can rescue me.  Help me, Father, to first turn to You, to increase tefillos from the depths of my heart, to 

remember that this is the most important element and not just something “extra,” in addition to my efforts.  And, when 

things work out, protect me from arrogance, Father; help me remember that it is all from You.  You gave me the thought, 

desire and strength to act.  Remind me that nothing can happen without You, nothing can succeed. 

 

Master of the World!  When I am in the midst of a challenge or misfortune, G-d forbid, when all I see is darkness – help me 

remember that You are with me and You will save me, as always.  It takes me time until I connect to You anew, until I can 

utter the statement: “this too is from Hashem and for the best.”  It takes even longer until I feel it in my heart and return to 

joy.  I envy those who have strong emuna and can immediately say “everything is from the King” and are not broken.  They 

seem to accept everything easily and even say “thank You.”  Help me, every time something like this happens, G-d forbid, to 

immediately connect to You and remember that I am never alone – to take a deep breath and yell: “There is Hashem in 

Heaven – so there is no reason to worry.” 

 

Master of the World!  There are moments in which I truly feel as if I have it all, that nothing is missing.  These are the 

moments in which I experience dveykus and no one is happier than I am.  Unfortunately, those are not the norm, Father.  

Usually, I feel like I do not have enough money or strength or time or so many other things.  When I observe someone with 

more than me, especially when I convince myself that I clearly deserve more than him, I am jealous and dejected.  If he 

succeeds where I have not – it is hard for me to be happy for him.  Help me, father, to enjoy the pleasure of those who are 

always happy with what they have and never look at what others have.  Help me to never feel deprived or that I am due 

something that I have not received, never to complain or be disgruntled – to always be happy with my lot and satisfied with 

how You, Father, orchestrate my life in all matters. 

 

Have an awesome, uplifting and wonderful Shabbos, 

Dov Elias 
Notice: The foregoing is based on my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, disseminated by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita and is not a 

complete or exact adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published 

in Hebrew; in translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material - any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be 

attributed exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you Mordi Blass for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions. 

©Dov Elias 5776. (973)9-EMUNA-9                                                        טז כסלו תשע"ו  – November 28, 2015 

For previous issues and/or to receive this adaptation by weekly email, visit www.tloe.us or email me at LightofEmuna@dovelias.com 

 

This is the secret of redemption.  The Jewish 

people are responsible for each other.  R’ Shimon 

bar Yochai offered the following parable: A man 

on a boat began to make a hole in the boat.  

When the others yelled at him to stop, he replied, 

“it is none of your concern; I’m only making a 

hole under my seat.”  That is the reality of the 

Jewish people.  We are all in one boat.  If one of 

us does something bad – we must all tremble.  

We must speak in plural form - asking for the 

entire nation, forgetting about our own 

selfish interests for a bit.  If we only ask for 

ourselves, the Zohar says that we are like animals 

who only say, “give, give, give.” 

 

We must escape our small mindedness, our 

jealousy, our hatred, our pedantry, our 

stinginess, all sorts of our pettiness – and go 

to something bigger.  We must relate to 

everyone and offer them all smiles and love, 

drawing them close, davening	 for them, 

thinking about them – never thinking that we 

are superior to anyone else.  We must 

breakout of that element of self-interest and 

self-absorption towards a broader outlook – 

all to increase Hashem’s glory in the world.  

Our goal must always be to increase Hashem’s 

honor and to bring more and more people 

into Hashem’s embrace. 

 


