
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ויאמר יעקב לאחיו לקטו אבנים )לא:מו(
And Yaakov said to his brethren, “Gather stones” (31:46) 

הם בניו )רש"י( –לאחיו   - To his brethren – these are his sons (Rashi) 
However, further on at the end of the chapter (31:54) the Posuk states,  ויקרא יעקב"

 –"לאחיו  ,And Yaakov invited his brethren to eat”, and here Rashi explains“ , לאחיו לאכל"

 To his brethren – to his friends who were with Lavan”, suddenly“ , לאוהביו שעם לבן"
these were not his children. Why does Rashi change his explanation? First he translates 
“brethren” as his sons, and at the end the intent is for his friends and not his sons?? 
Rather, when they were discussing establishing a border, Yaakov immediately called his 
sons and instructed them not to cross the border, and even Lavan did not cross it. 
However, when they were discussing sitting down to eat with the wicked Lavan – here 
Yaakov did not want his sons to join in a friendly meal with that wicked individual, 
therefore he only invited his friends and not his sons. (Umatok HaOhr) 

 

Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

In this week’s Parshah, we learn how 

Yaakov was standing at the well, and when 

Rachel came he removed the heavy stone 

covering the well by himself, and this was 

something that would regularly take three 

people to remove. The simple understanding 

would be that Yaakov was a physically 

strong person. In Tefilas Geshem, the Prayer 

for Rain which we recite on Shemini 

Atzeres, we ask for rain in the merit of this 

action. However, if it is physical prowess, 

then this isn’t something which bears merit! 

Therefore, Rav Yitzchak Zilberstein 

explains that this strength refers to Yaakov’s 

gathering of all his inner strength, focusing 

in on a goal and then attaining it. We see 

from this that a person has the ability to 

overcome the seemingly impossible, all he 

needs to do is focus. 
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  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 8:53   Gra: 9:29 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:16 

Chatzos: 11:49       Sh'kiah: 4:29 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 5:15 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 5:42  

                                                 (some say 5:58) 
 
 

                      
            Next Week: Vayishlach 
              Candle Lighting: 4:12  Orchos Chaim L’HaRosh 

      3. Distance yourself from falsehood, lying,  

                                    and deceit as much as possible 
The Gemara (Sanhedrin 103a) says that there are four groups of people who will not greet the 

Shechinah, and one of them is the group of liars. The Gemara also comments (Sanhedrin 92a) that 

whoever switches his words is considered as if he is worshipping Avodah Zarah. The Mesilas 

Yesharim (11) writes that lying is a sickness which is widespread in the world. On the flipside,      

Rav Shimon Ben Gamliel says in Avos (1:18) that the world stands on three things, and one of them 

is truth. The Gemara (Shabbos 55a) notes that Truth is the signature of Hashem. The Sefer Orchos 

Tzadikim (Sha’ar HaEmes) writes that there is no greater level then speaking the truth. 

Chacham Ezra Attiah, zt”l, Rosh Yeshivah of Yeshivas Porat Yosef, was known not only for his 

brilliance, but also for his ethical nature. Years ago, one did not just go in to a store and purchase a 

suit or a dress. It had to be ordered and custom-made by a tailor or seamstress. Rebbetzin Attiah once 

ordered an ivory silk dress from a seamstress, that was fitting for her both as the wife of the Chacham 

and a leader of the women of the community. After a few trips to the seamstress for measurements, 

she was told that her dress was ready and she can come to pick it up. When she arrived, the 

seamstress offered her some tea. They were sitting together for a few moments, and the Rebbetzin 

commented on what a beautiful job the seamstress had done. She then noticed that the woman’s eyes 

were red and she looked a little sad, and the Rebbetzin asked her what was wrong. The seamstress 

said, “Forgive me for complaining, but here I sit every day, sewing beautiful garments for others, 

while my daughter, who is getting married next month, has no dress for her own wedding!” and she 

broke down in tears. When the Rebbetzin heard this, she said, “Take the dress you just made for me 

and give it to your daughter. It will be my gift to her for the wedding. It is far more important for her 

to have this dress than for me to have it.” As she said this, the seamstress cried tears of joy and said, 

“Thank you, Rebbetzin! Now my daughter will have the chance to enjoy her wedding!” When the 

Rebbetzin came home, her hands were empty, but her heart was filled with joy, and she immediately 

went to tell her husband what had happened. The Rav listened and praised his wife’s wonderful act of 

kindness. He then asked, “Did you pay the seamstress for the dress?” The Rebbetzin was surprised 

and said, “I gave her an expensive piece of material to work with, and then I gave her the dress to 

keep. I should also have paid her?!” The Chacham said, “We must go and pay her immediately. She 

was hired to do a job for you, and she did her job to your satisfaction. She must be paid for her time 

and work. It was a Mitzvah to give her the dress, but not at the expense of her labors!” 
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 B’Kitzur… Hilchos Tefilah 
If a letter in a Sefer Torah has lost its 

shape, it disqualifies the Torah from being 

Kosher. Similarly, if the black ink faded and 

the letter is not sufficiently dark, the Torah 

is unfit for use. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 24:4) 

 

 

אלעזר בן שרה  לרפואה שלמה:  

ברוך הלוי בן ליבה גיטל יחיאל  
 בתוך שאר חולי ישראל



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L’Maaseh      
Rav Yitzchak Hershkowitz relates a story. A Jew who had 

wandered off from the path of religious observance once came to a 

Tzaddik to ask for a Brachah. The Tzaddik asked him, “Do you observe 

the Torah and Mitzvos?” The man answered that he did not, but he 

didn’t want to just end the conversation with that response, and he 

decided to give his explanation to justify himself and his lack of 

observance. “Rebbe, Hashem has millions of Malachim available to 

Him. They carry out His commands to the fullest extent. Does it really 

matter to Hashem if one simple Jew like me performs the Mitzvos or 

not? Will it really make a difference if I keep Shabbos or not?” The 

Tzaddik was not flustered. He said, “Tell me, what is your profession?” 

The man replied, “I am an artist.” The Tzaddik asked, “What is the most 

beautiful piece of art that you have ever seen? What captivated you the 

most?” After a few moments, the artist replied, “I once saw a 

breathtaking painting of a sunset across the Kinneret. It was absolutely 

the most life-like imagery I had ever seen.” The Rabbi asked, “And how 

much was the price on that painting?” The man said, “Six million 

dollars.” The Tzaddik declared, “Incredible! A picture that sells for six 

million dollars! What is there about this picture that would get someone 

to pay such a large amount of money to own it? Why, we could go 

together to the seashore and shoot countless digital photos of the sunset, 

which would cost us just a fraction of the money! What is it about this 

painting that is so special? What is the difference between a painting 

done by an artist and a picture taken by a photographer?” The man 

explained, “The artist spends hours, days, and even weeks at a time, and 

sometimes working under difficult conditions to paint such a perfect 

picture.” The Rabbi persisted, “All of this work, together with the 

artist’s skill and expertise, is worth hundreds, perhaps even thousands, 

of dollars. Six million dollars, however, is an outrageous amount of 

money to ask for a picture which can be taken with a camera. You still 

have not explained to me why the price should be so exorbitantly high.” 

The Rav continued, “Let me explain to you why the painting is so 

expensive. A photograph cannot lie. The photographer cannot alter the 

image that is before him. His camera simply captures what he sees. He 

focuses his camera lens on the subject and presses a button. What he 

captures is then printed on paper. An artist is different. He has the 

ability and talent to alter the scene, to darken the sky, change the hue of 

the water’s color, or present a different texture to the sand. Indeed, he 

can do anything, but he does not. He suppresses his instincts to 

innovate, to change, or express his inner personal feelings, because he 

wants the painting to be true to its reality. He wants to present a picture 

that is a perfect image of the sun setting on the Kinneret, without 

personal embellishment of any kind. This is why the painting is so 

expensive. It is the product of extraordinary talent and exceptional 

devotion to a goal of presenting the scene as it existed at that time. 

Almost anyone can take a photograph, and that takes skill as well, but it 

takes a unique and dedicated artist to prepare such a painting.” The 

Tzaddik concluded, “You asked what impact a simple human being can 

have in the Heavenly scheme of things? The answer is that Malachim 

are programmed to follow Hashem’s Divine Will. They have no Yetzer 

Hara to deter them from their goals. People have to overcome so much 

in order to perform a Mitzvah properly, in accordance with Hashem’s 

Will. It takes enormous effort, enthusiasm, and joy to overcome the 

challenges and obstacles presented by the Yetzer Hara, who is quite 

clever. Yet, all of this effort pays off when a Mitzvah is performed 

properly. It means so much to Hashem — much more than the six 

million dollar painting. A true servant of Hashem allows nothing to 

stand in the way of him serving Hashem to the fullest!”  

(Peninim Al HaTorah)  
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 בס"ד

Rav Gamliel Rabbinovitch writes that the essential condition 

necessary for the Avodah of Tefilah is the desire that one has to Daven. 

Only after one has this desire, will his Davening be as it needs to be, for 

the will to do anything comes when one recognizes the benefit that there 

is gain. If someone has this desire to Daven, then he fully realizes the 

benefit that he can derive from it. Chazal say (Brachos 6a) that Tefilah 

stands at the pinnacle of the world, and the person that possesses the 

desire to Daven knows that even though he is only a lowly creature, 

HaKadosh Baruch Hu has given him a great gift that he has the ability to 

speak before Him, and request his needs from Hashem. He knows that 

Hashem desires his prayers and that He wants to fulfill one’s requests. 

One who is equipped with this knowledge does not merely perform lip 

service when he Davens, but with this mindset he utters the words he 

Davens meticulously, as if he is counting money. When this person 

reaches Shemoneh Esrei, it is as if he is standing in the Kodesh 

HaKodashim, the Holy of Holies, Davening opposite the Shechinah 

which hovers in this holy place. These are the heights one can reach when 

he works at perfecting his desire to Daven and speak with Hashem! 
 

       The Siddur Speaks 

A Closer Look at Davening 

 Middos       
The Steipler Gaon, zt”l, would often be asked how one could better 

focus on his learning, how to overcome being easily distracted, and how 

to develop better concentration. He explained that learning how to 

concentrate is developed by starting in small increments and adding to it 

as one goes along. For example, he taught that one should learn a single 

line in a Sefer or a single Mishnah, and focus only on that line or 

Mishnah, and learn it and review it a few times until he really knows it. 

Only once that item is properly understood should one then move on to 

the next line or Mishnah. The Steipler explained, “The problem that so 

many people have today is that they want to know everything in one shot. 

Then, if they don’t succeed they say, ‘I have a problem focusing and 

concentrating.’ They become broken and lose their desire to learn. There 

are people who become depressed because they didn’t immediately 

understand the Shiur or they don’t understand the Maharsha or the  

Rebbi Akiva Eiger on a Sugya. Instead, the Shiur should not be viewed as 

a unit by itself, but rather as a group of units that directs a person to 

properly understand the main topics.” The Steipler related a story. The 

son of Rav Akiva Eiger married the daughter of a very wealthy man who 

made him a partner in his business. Eventually, the business took a turn 

for the worse and began to fail. The wealthy person came to Rav Akiva 

Eiger’s son and found him fully immersed in his learning, oblivious to 

the bad financial news. When he was asked how he was able to so fully 

concentrate on his learning to the exclusion of everything else going on, 

he replied, “The truth is when I started learning I was not successful in 

my learning at all. I could not absorb anything. Only after I stubbornly 

refused to give in and repeatedly pushed myself to learn and review the 

material, did Hashem help me and grant me the ability to totally immerse 

myself in learning!” 
 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
Rav Shach once said to a generous man who gave very substantial 

donations to his Yeshivah, “For your support of Torah, it’s very 

possible that you have greater Olam Haba than me, but as someone 

that only learns Torah, I definitely have greater Olam Hazeh than 

you do, because I get so much enjoyment from it!” 
 


