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החודש -פיקודי -פרשת ויקהל  
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah, 
and our dear son, Eli. 

העניא בת פריידלרצה בת רחל ו ולרפואה שלימה:  
  
 

 

  

)א, הל" (קהל משה את כל עדת בני ישראל"וי  
“Moshe assembled the entire assembly 
of the Children of Israel” 
 
On the Shabbos prior to the month of Nissan we 
read Parshas Hachodesh – “This month shall be 
for you the beginning of the months, it shall be 
for you the first of the months of the year.”1  We 
announce the month of Nissan, because of its 
significance - and to advise that Pesach is quickly 
approaching.  Nissan – spring is at the door.  It is 
a symbol of the renewal of all of creation.  Even 
though it has occurred thousands of times – we 
wanted to renew and begin to come close to 
Hashem so many times, but it did not work out - 
even though we have fallen to where we have 
fallen, may Hashem save us.  Nevertheless, we 
must not pay those occasions any heed - we must 
forget about them.  Today is a new day and this 
present moment has never before existed.  
Who knows what we can accomplish on this 
day and in this moment.2 
 

 
 אהבה ושלום ואחדות

Love, Peace and Unity 
 
Love, peace and unity – that is yiddishkeit.  
The purpose of the entire Torah and all 
mitzvos is to obtain positive character traits, 
to love every Jew, never to cause any Jew any 
pain – never to harm any Jew.  “Its ways are 
ways of pleasantness, and all its paths are 
peace.”3  HKB”H is all mercy, pleasantness and 
love – and that is how He wants us to be as 
well.  A person encounters all sorts of challenges 
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in life, he faces all kinds of unpleasant situations 
with other people – and precisely then, precisely 
when he is certain that he is in the right, when he 
is convinced that he should stubbornly persist 
and stand up for himself – precisely then, he 
must purge his anger with compassion.  We 
want a world in which we experience 
Hashem’s mercy – what better way to feel His 
mercy than to have mercy on each other? 
 
It is impossible to love Hashem unless we fulfill 
“you shall love your fellow as yourself.”4  If we 
want Hashem, we must invest in loving others.  
Our problem is that this is the hardest part of 
serving Hashem.  It is much easier to keep the 
mitzvos that are between us and G-d.  It is often 
even enjoyable.  However, to observe another’s 
success and be happy for him or forgive one who 
has hurt us – this is much more difficult.  Yet, 
that is exactly what Hashem wants of us. 
 
Hashem desires the completeness of unity – 
“together the tribes of Israel.”  We tend to live in 
separate circles – everyone has their own 
congregation, their sect of chassidus, their type – 
but these are all preparation for the great circle 
that will exist in the future.  People use the term 
“our type” – it can be useful to indicate family, 
warmth, friendship or harmony among G-d 
fearing people.  However, it is forbidden to 
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discount any other type of Jew.  We must 
brighten our faces towards everyone; perform 
kindnesses for everyone – not like the “chasida” 
bird that is so named because it does chesed with 
its friends.  Chazal ask why it is non-kosher – if it 
does chesed, it should be kosher.  They answer 
that it limits its chesed to its own kind.  We must 
perform chesed with everyone, love everyone 
and think positively of everyone – even if we are 
currently involved with our own tight circle.  We 
must remember that it is all in preparation for 
the great circle that will exist in the future, when 
we will all be together. 
 
There are many moments in life when we want 
to sit quietly, by ourselves, not to see anyone.  
That is natural – but it is not real.  These are 
feelings that we must overcome.  There are 
specific situations in which this is appropriate – 
there are moments in which a person needs to be 
by himself, where no one can see him.  However, 
it is prohibited to set this as our reality.  Every 
soul of every person is really a part of the 
communal soul – the soul of the Jewish nation. 
 
Love, peace and unity – that is yiddishkeit!  
What does it mean to look with begrudging eyes 
at others?  What is jealousy that causes actual 
suffering when we see another’s success?  Torah 
can only be received through love and unity.  
The secret of the Giving of the Torah was that 
600,000 Jews came together in love and 
peace – with one heart, as one man.  This 
unity is tremendously powerful.  “When every 
Jew lends a hand to another, our hands join 
together and reach the Throne of Glory.”5 
 
We do not have the privilege not to love each 
other.  We must invest all of our efforts in this.  
HKB”H is our collective Father and, at the 
moment we do not accept some soul, we 
effectively fall out with HKB”H.  We lose our 
support.  This is such a basic, simple and 
existential concept.  It is so simple - yet, as 
simple as it is – it is so difficult.  It is the cause 
of our continued exile.  Our love of our 
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friends continues to have specific limits; it is 
conditional until it affects our own 
conscience and guilt.  With all of our Torah 
learning – we have not managed to fulfill the 
axiom, “Whatever you hate - do not do to 
another.”  We do not like so many things when 
others do them to us - yet we are not careful not 
to do them to others. 
 
Truly following Hashem’s path is only 
possible via love of others.  Every Jew contains 
a spark and every spark is a part of the whole.  
There is something unique in each person - that 
no one else has.  To fulfill our mission in this 
world, we must focus all of our strength – but 
above all else, we must realize that we cannot do 
it alone.  We must be together and acknowledge 
that the water carrier and the woodchopper 
possess elements that we do not.  I may be the 
most successful person in the world – but I do 
not have this aspect – and I need it. 
 
If we want Hashem, we must invest a lot in 
loving others.  The holy Torah teaches us, in this 
week’s parsha, ‘The Cherubs were with wings 
spread upward… with their faces toward their 
brother.”6  You cannot reach upward, to 
Hashem, if you do not look at your brothers.  
On his way to visit the Shinover Rebbe, a certain 
chasid met the Rebbe’s father, the Sanzer Rebbe.  
When the Sanzer Rebbe heard that the man was 
headed to visit his son – he asked him why he 
thought that his son deserved the title of 
“Rebbe.”  The chasid replied that the Shinover 
Rebbe’s service of Hashem was outstanding.  The 
Sanzer Rebbe responded that this did not make 
someone a Rebbe - every Jew is obligated to 
serve Hashem in an exceptional manner.  The 
chasid then described the Rebbe’s Torah, tefilla, 
etc.  In retort to each accolade, the Sanzer Rebbe 
rebutted that those things did not render 
someone a Rebbe – those were requirements of 
every Jew.  The chasid then told the Rebbe that 
he was once walking with the Shinover Rebbe in 
the middle of the winter and they encountered a 
pauper who had no boots.  Right there, in the 
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middle of the street, the Rebbe took off his own 
boots and gave them to the man, explaining that 
the poor man needed them to be able to go door-
to-door collecting funds, while the Rebbe could 
survive without them.  The Sanzer Rebbe 
declared, “Alas!  If he gave of his own for 
someone else – that makes him a Rebbe.” 
 
Recently, a young man asked the gabbai of his 
shul in Bnei Brak if he could lead mussaf on the 
upcoming Shabbos, being that it was the 
anniversary of his mother’s death (her yahrzeit).  
The gabbai reserved it for him.  On Shabbos 
morning, another man asked the gabbai if he 
could daven mussaf for the amud, as it was his 
father’s yahrzeit.  The gabbai explained that it 
was already reserved.  The second man asked if 
he could make a second minyan outside of the 
shul.  In accordance with the shul’s policy, the 
gabbai refused and an intense argument, in shrill 
tones, ensued.  The man who had reserved the 
amud earlier in the week, immediately said he 
would forego the amud to avoid any argument.  
That night, in a dream, his mother told him that, 
in merit of his giving up the amud, she had a 
greater elevation than on any other yahrzeit.  
“Your forbearance shook worlds…”7 
 
Unity is more valuable than gold.  It is greater 
than anything else is - it is the source of all of 
the Jewish people’s blessings.  It is forbidden 
to instigate strife amongst Jews for any 
reason whatsoever.  We must increase love, 
forgiveness and patience between brothers, 
relatives, husbands and wives – towards our 
children, neighbors, acquaintances and every 
Jew.  We must know that the root of blessing 
in our businesses and spiritual and material 
levels literally depends on our Ahavas Yisroel 
and the unity that we seek. 
 
A person must feel like he is a part of the Jewish 
nation.  What we do to draw others close to 
Hashem is not enough – we must recognize that 
Hashem waits for everyone to draw near to Him 
– without which the Redemption will not arrive.  
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Therefore, what happens to another is not his 
issue alone - it is our issue as well.  We must 
love others and know that we cannot 
accomplish without them.  Together, we can 
win the war.  Together, we can bring the 
Redemption.  Together, we can draw down 
the light.  Without this unity, HKB”H does not 
look at us because HKB”H wants us to be united. 
 
If a person does not feel a sense of responsibility 
for another, if he thinks that the other person’s 
errors are his own problem – he is making a 
grave mistake.  A Jew must experience the 
suffering that the Shechina undergoes from every 
deficiency in every person.  We must cry over 
this, daven over this and do whatever we can 
to draw others close.  HKB”H will not redeem 
us until everyone returns in teshuva – until 
we are all united.  We must emerge from our 
self-interest and self-absorption and gain a 
wider perspective.  We must escape our 
small-mindedness, our jealousy, our hatred, 
our pedantry, our stinginess, all of our 
smallness – to something bigger, interacting 
with everyone, offering them smiles and love, 
davening for them, thinking about them, not 
thinking that we are more important – all to 
increase Hashem’s glory in the world. 
 
Our task is to love others – to be as one!  We 
must feel the pain of others.  We must never 
cause pain to another.  We must never speak 
ill of another!  Even if someone has caused us 
much suffering – we must not utter even a 
sigh against him.  We are one people – one 
body!  Anything he did to you has helped 
sweeten judgments against you and brought 
you atonement!  Torah is acquired only via 
unconditional love of others. 
 
Moshe Rabbeinu foresaw that the Beis 
Hamikdash would ultimately be destroyed 
because of the sin of baseless hatred.  Therefore, 
Parshas Vayakhel precedes the erecting of the 
Mishkan – hinting that we must assemble 
together (vayakhel) - unity and peace are a 
precondition to the Mishkan.  This requires a lot 
of emuna.  When a person has emuna, he can 
be patient with whatever happens to him 
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  I do so much talking, reading and writing about interpersonal mitzvos and relationships – that it is 
forbidden to get angry with anyone, that it is certainly forbidden to scream, and that it is most certainly forbidden to cause 
pain – and despite all of it, when I am “lit up,” I forget everything and say harsh things.  Even if they are correct and even 
assuming that they need to be said, like at work - they should at least be said without anger, without screaming and without 
being offensive.   
 
Master of the World, this happens to me too often and, when it happens, it takes me several hours to calm down, do 
teshuva, beg Your forgiveness and recognize that this is not the proper way to act, that it is possible to say everything 
without rage or insult.  It is even more hours until I turn to my “victim” and ask for forgiveness.  Master of the World, I am so 
embarrassed when this occurs.  I feel like such a failure.  I am so disappointed in myself because I thought that I already fixed 
my temper. 
 
Help me remember that I do not really know what the other person goes through and why he does what he does.  I can 
never be sure that what I think of him is the truth.  Help me always judge favorably.  Help me be more sensitive, more 
patient.  Help me think that if I would be in his position, I do not know how I would act.  Master of the World, I want to be 
calm, I want to be in better control of myself, I do not want to harm or cause pain to anyone. 
 
Help me remember that I do not run the world and no one has to act the way I think and want him or her to – even when I 
am sure that I am correct.  Help me stop for a moment before I erupt and remember all of the suffering and anguish I feel 
afterwards.  Master of the World, help me be a human being. 
 

Have an awesome, uplifting, and wonderful Shabbos, 

Dov Elias 

Notice: The foregoing is my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita.  It is not a complete or exact 
adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published in Hebrew; in 
translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material.  Any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be attributed 
exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you, Mordi Blass, for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions.  Thank you to 
my wife, Devorah, for proofreading and commenting on the “working draft.” 
©Dov Elias 5777.  (973)9-EMUNA-9        ז                       תשע" אדר "זכ –March 25, 2017 
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because he knows it was not caused by his 
friend, his neighbor or some clerk – it is all 
from Hashem.  Only when we lack sufficient 
emuna – do we get angry, upset, do we blame.  It 
darkens our lives and distances us from people.  
When a person has emuna – he is happy with 
his lot.  He does not adopt the attitude of “I 
am owed.”  He does not think that he is 
entitled to more than others deserve.  When a 
person has emuna in the Creator of the 
World, he is not jealous of what his friend has 
and he is not broken by another’s success.  
One who has emuna understands that each 
person has his own mission in this world and 
each person endures his own challenges – all 
to come close to Hashem and to complete his 
own correction. 
 
When a person begins his day with holy emuna – 
when he pierces his mind with the notion that 
whatever happened to him and will happen to 
him is with precise Divine Providence, it is all 

from Hashem and all for the best - his day is 
illuminated in a special way.  When we look at 
everything through the “glasses of emuna” – we 
are less angry, less critical and less jealous. 
 
Interpersonal mitzvos are excellent training in 
emuna.  If we strengthen our emuna, we 
recognize that when someone takes from us, it is 
Hashem taking from us – when someone 
humiliates us, it is Hashem humiliating us.  It is 
not easy to do.  Select individuals achieve this 
supreme emuna.  However, when we put effort 
into this, daven for this – we are less angry, less 
hateful – we transform our anger and hate into 
compassion.  Why hate so-and-so – he is merely 
a stick in Hashem’s hand?  We must feel bad for 
him that Hashem chose him to be the implement 
with which to punish us – that is his punishment.  
Do we really wish to punish him further? 
 
Interpersonal mitzvos are above all else – 
they give life flavor – and often, save lives.  


