
 

 

Last week’s Question: 

Which Mitzvah do we refrain from doing during one specific month of the 

year? Do you know the mitzvah and the month? 

Answer: 

There are some who avoid writing a גט during 

Month Iyar. This is because the word Iyar  has 

two ”י “   which is the name of Hashem.  

 

This week’s Question:  

Where do we find a place where it is forbidden to 

walk or sit but permissible to run? 

This section is sponsored anonymously as 

a zechus for their children to grow up 

into Yidden that bring Hashem 

tremendous nachas. 

 רבות מחשבות

When Pharoh reaches his 

breaking point with the frogs, he 

calls in Moshe and Aharon. When 

they leave to ask Ha-shem to 

remove the plague the Torah says 

(8:8) "va’yitzak el Hashem al 

dvar ha’tzephardia". Why is the 

form of teffilah, vayitzak (to cry 

out) while in the other ma-kos 

the word used is vaye’etar (to 

pray)? Also what does the Torah 

mean with the words "al dvar 

ha’tzephardia"? 

The Halacha requires that while 

davening one should be able to  

hear himself. Rashi explains that 

one of the difficulties of this 

plague was the loud croaking 

noises of the frogs. The frogs loud 

croaking made it difficult for 

Moshe to hear himself. The 

change of the tefilah to va’yitzak 

was because of the “dvar” (the 

voice) of the frogs. 

Noisy Frogs 

The Weichholz family in memory of  Mr. Naftali Trauring ה  “ע נפתלי חיים בן משה צבינ “לע  

Renov Family ה  “ע רב יוסף בן אליהונ ה“לע  

The Farbman  family in memory of  ה “נ מרדכי לייב בן ישראל אנשיל  ע“לע  

פרשת  וארא      

Only if You Believe  

In this week’s Parsha Moshe makes one of the ten kaol va’chomers found in the Torah. Hashem 

tells him to go to Pharaoh and demand that the Jews be freed. Moshe answers Hashem and says’ I 

went to the Jews and informed them of the upcoming exodus and they didn’t listen to me so why 

would Pharaoh listen to me’. The Safes Emes asks a very powerful question on this logic of 

Moshe. The Jews are a broken, enslaved nation, and it’s understandable that they would have a 

hard time accepting the news from Moshe. However, Pharaoh is a free man, why would Moshe 

think that Pharaoh would have a hard time accepting the news of the upcoming exodus? 

The Sfas Emes explains, Moshe was coming on behalf of the Jews.  His was only going to be 

successful if the people really wanted it to happen. If they despaired from the salvation then 

Moshe was coming on his own. Moshe says (6: 12) “if I am coming on my way why would Pharoh 

listen to me, I have sealed lips.”  The Sfas Emes adds, this is a powerful lesson for us. That if we 

want a great person to pray for us, we must know that his abilities are directly related to our 

belief.  

In the days of the Chafetz Chaim there was a decree that made learning and teaching Torah  

illegal. The community came and pleaded with the Chafetz Chaim to go to the government to ask 

them to annual the decree. The Chafetz Chaim agreed on one condition. That before he goes 

everyone must gather in the shul to hear him speak. At the drasha the chafetz Chaim spoke about 

the tremendous importance of learning and teaching Torah. After the speech someone asked the 

Chafetz Chaim why he speak about that topic. Wasn’t it obvious that the community knows of its 

importance if not why would  they want the decree to be abolished. The Chaftez Chaim answered 

that only once we  truly understand and appreciate  the importance of Torah in our lives can we 

expect  non-Jewish to listen to our request. 



We are taught that when Moshe threw the מטה אלה ים ;stick on the floor, it turned into a snake. When he picks it up, it 

once again returns to a stick. This alludes to the following idea: the same stick can be an evil force (represented by the snake) 

or a   מטה אלה ים .What determines what it becomes? As long as one is holding the stick, meaning you are in control, then 

it is a   מטה אלה ים . However, if it is on the ground meaning you are earthly and absorbed in physicality, then it is a snake- 

evil force.  When R’ Ahron Kotler (1892-1962) was hospitalized with a critical illness, he was firmly instructed by his doctors 

not to eat or drink anything while undergoing treatment. This made him very thirsty in addition to causing his mouth to be 

excessively dry. On Wednesday of that week, a physician making his rounds permitted R’ Ahron to suck on a candy in order to 

bring some moisture to his parched mouth. Excitedly, the student assisting R’ Ahron quickly readied the sweet. R’ Ahron 

looked at it and  paused for a moment. He then uttered I will set it aside for Shabbos. 

The pesukim (perek 6 pasuk 14)list a short family tree of the first three shevatim. The first two pesukim start with 

“these are the children”. However, by Levi it says “these are the names of the sons of Levi”. Why does the Torah 

change the language? The Shelah answers that the sheveat of Levi was the only one that was exempt from the 

servi-tude of Egypt. The entire nation was suffering physically and spiritually and the children of Levi were spared. 

How-ever, there is a responsibility on every Jew to feel the pain of his fellow Jew. Therefore, Levi gave his children 

names that would constantly remind them of the suffering of their brethren. “Gershon” a nation (ger) in a foreign 

land, “Kehas” our teeth were broken (kahu) from the labor, “Merari” the bitterness of the exile. That is why the 

Torah stresses the names of the sons of Levi, since this was a reminder to them and a lesson for us to be sensitive to 

the pain of others. 

IT’S ALL GOOD 

Moshe turns to Hashem and cries out, "why are you bringing more evil to these people? Why did you send me?" It seems that Moshe viewed Pharaoh’s 

stubbornness, and his doubling of work on the Yidden, as an impassable obstacle. 

However, the truth is just the opposite. The addition of hard labor and pharohs stubbornness were key factors in bringing the geulah. As the pasuk 

says (6:2) “and Elokim (Midas hadin) spoke to Moshe”. Rashi comments “he spoke harshly because Moshe complained about bringing hardship on 

the Yidden. Hashem then said to Moshe, “I am Hashem (Midas haracaimim) and this feeling that you have that I am doing some-thing to harm the Jews 

is wrong. In truth, this is really mercy. The message to Moshe, and really all of us, is that the din in the world is only a vehicle to bring more mercy. 

As  Jews in this world  we are well aware of the threats that surround us. Our reaction could be fear, and to think of what we are going to do to protect 

our wealth, and keep our families safe. One could also just ignore it and say “nothing is ever going to happen to me." Neither is  way the Torah true 

reaction. We have to learn from this parsha how to react. The din in our lives is Hashem sending us signs. The signs says "here I am, sorry I had to 

pinch your cheek to get your attention, I only did it out of love for you.  

 

 פרשת  וארא 
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  The Two Sided Stick 


