
  
 
 

 
    
 
 

 

     

    Rabbi Binyomin Rabinowitz
1
 related 

the following story about his father, 

Rabbi Yisroel Rabinowitz zt’l
2
: 

    “During his adolescence, my father 

learned in the Lomza yeshiva in 

northeastern Poland. When the Germans 

began bombing in 1939, the air-raid 

sirens immediately began blaring, and 

everyone in the town would immediately 

escape into the shelters
3
. The shelters 

were located in the middle of the street. 

Everyone would climb down a ladder 

into the shelter and tensely wait for the 

bombing to cease. 

    “During one such raid my father was with a large group of people in the shelter, where a baby kept crying. The 

relentless wailing intensified the already tense feeling in the shelter, but the baby could not be soothed. After some time 

my father approached the man holding the baby and asked him what was bothering the baby. The father replied that the 

baby was thirsty and they had no water to give him. My father turned around and started heading for the ladder leading 

to the street. The father called after him, “Where are you going? If anything I should be the one going to risk my life for 

my son.” My father replied, “You have a family. If anything happens to you, you will leave behind a widow and 

orphans. But I am just a bochur. My parents are far away. If anything happens to me no one will have to cry for me.” 

    “With that my father climbed out of the shelter and began hastily running towards the nearest building. As he did so 

he noticed a German plane flying frightfully low, as it neared him it let loose a barrage of bombs. One of those bombs 

fell directly into the shelter he had just departed from, instantly killing everyone inside.”  

 

    The time of the redemption had finally arrived. Just as G-d had promised, the night before the exodus, Pharaoh had 

aimlessly circulated the streets of Goshen in desperation to locate Moshe, whereupon he begged Moshe to leave the 

country immediately. The Egyptian pride had been shattered and the former captors hurried the Jews to leave their land. 

    The Torah then relates: “The Children of Israel carried out the word of Moshe; they requested from the Egyptians 

silver vessels, gold vessels, and garments. G-d gave the people favor in the eyes of the Egyptians and they granted their 

request; and they emptied Egypt.
4
” 

    Rashi notes that they carried out Moshe’s earlier instruction which was to adhere to G-d’s command
5
, “Please speak 

in the ears of the people: Let each man request of his friend and each woman from her friend silver vessels and gold 

vessels.” 

    Truthfully, the verse seems to be redundant. If in fact the Torah already recorded that the Jews solicited the gold, 

silver, and clothing of the Egyptians, why does the Torah repeat it again just prior to their hastened departure? 

    The Vilna Gaon explains that Rashi was bothered by the lexicon of the earlier verse, “Please speak in the ears of the 

people: Let each man request of his friend and each woman from her friend”. How can the Egyptians be referred to as 

friends after all of the tormenting and oppression they had subjected the Jews to
6
? Furthermore, why did G-d need to 

initiate this instruction by asking the Jews to ‘Please’ do it? Wouldn’t they be more than happy to demand of the 

Egyptians a small portion of compensation? 

    The Gaon answers that in order for the Jews to be granted their request that the Egyptians hand over to them all of 

their valuables and wealth carte blanche at the time of the redemption, they had to merit it. First they had to demonstrate 

selflessness and love to each other. That was G-d’s original request that he “please” speak to the people and request that 

they borrow and share with their own friends – their fellow Jews, and demonstrate fraternity and devotion. Because they 

did so, at the time of the redemption they were indeed able to ask the Egyptains for their wealth. This is the deeper 

meaning of the latter verse, “The Children of Israel carried out the word of Moshe” i.e. which was to create a spirit of 
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kindness and devotion, and therefore, “They requested from the Egyptians… G-d gave the people favor in the eyes of 

the Egyptians and they granted their request.” 

    A well-known businessman once arranged to have a private audience with the Chasam Sofer. “Rebbe,” he began, 

“I’m sure you are aware that I am known to be a very wealthy person. But recently business has been difficult and I 

have lost all of my wealth. Please give me a blessing that my fortune should turn around and I should regain my 

wealth.” The Chasam Sofer answered, “You have an impoverished brother. Help him and your money will return.” The 

merchant replied, “Rebbe, as soon as I regain my wealth I will help him generously.” 

    The Chasam Sofer shook his head, “At the beginning of parshas Va’era when G-d informed Moshe that the 

commencement of the miraculous redemption was imminent, G-d declared
7
, “And also I have heard the groans of the 

Children of Israel whom Egypt enslaves.” What did G-d mean “And also I have heard”, as if someone else heard first? 

    “The answer is that when the enslavement became unbearable and there was almost no hope for the Jews, they began 

to help each other. Despite the severity of their oppression when one Jew cried out another came to his aid despite utter 

exhaustion. When that occurred G-d declared, “Just as they have heard each other’s cries, And also I have heard their 

cries. It was their selflessness that granted them the merit to redemption. 

    The Chasam Sofer concluded, “I didn’t mean that you should only help him when you are again financially 

comfortable. You need a merit right now. Help him despite your difficult situation and that will give you the blessing to 

regain your wealth.” 

    Tanna D’vei Eliyahu
8
 writes, “When the Children of Israel were in Egypt, they gathered together and sat together, 

and they all formulated one group, and they made a covenant together that they would perform kind deeds with each 

other, and they would preserve in the hearts the covenant of Avrohom, Yitzchok, and Yaakov, and to serve their Father 

in Heaven alone…” 

    The Chofetz Chaim explains that when the Jews saw that their situation was virtually hopeless from natural means, 

they decided to make this covenant together. They knew that if they performed acts of kindness with each other G-d 

would perform kindness with them. 

    This idea is expressed clearly in the Yerushalmi
9
: “The Holy One, blessed is He, said to Israel, “My son, if you see 

that the merits of the patriarchs and the merits of the matriarchs have been depleted, go and cling to kindness…” 

    The Chofetz Chaim explains that this is the meaning of the words that Klal Yisroel recited in their magnificent Song 

at the Sea
10

, “With Your kindness You guided this people that You redeemed.” It was in the merit of the kindness they 

performed with each other that G-d redeemed them with kindness. 

    This is also the meaning behind the beautiful words of the prophet
11

, “So says G-d, ‘I recalled for you the kindness of 

your youth, the love of your nuptials, your following me into the desert, into an unsown land.” It was our kindness that 

served as the catalyst for G-d’s kindness. 

    In our prayers we state, “Behold, I will redeem you – the end as the beginning.” The miracles that we will yet witness 

with the advent of Moshiach and the process of redemption will, in many ways, parallel the redemption from Egypt. 

    At times we may wonder if we possess sufficient merits to be worthy of the ultimate redemption. But there is one area 

in which Klal Yisroel still excels and is unquestionably worthy, i.e. in our kindness and helping each other. One need 

look no further than at the classified section in the back of any of the major Torah-Jewry newspapers on any given week 

where there is an entire section dedicated to announcing the availability of different gemachs (free-loans).There are 

gemachs for cribs, tables, equipment, tools, and clothing. 

    If one G-d forbid needs to be in the hospital there is a Bikur Cholim room set up for any Jew, no matter what his level 

of religiosity is. The room is regularly re-stocked with free food, and reading material, and the room itself provides for a 

brief respite from the intensity of the hospital. When a woman in our community has a baby, there is an immediate 

mobilization to ensure that meals are provided for the family for some time. The same holds true in the face of a 

tragedy, G-d forbid. 

    What a nation! What a people! With all of our shortcomings and despite all of our internal and external challenges, 

the covenant that our forefathers made in Egypt lives on. We revel in it and it is one of our defining features, and 

ultimately we will again merit redemption because of it.  

    “And also I have heard” 

    “The end as the beginning” 
(Stam Torah by R’ Dani Staum) 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 1 Rabbi Binyamin Rabinowitz is the founder and seventh grade rebbe of Yeshiva Bais Hachinuch. He related this story, as well as the following 

thought from the Chasam Sofer, at the bar mitzvah of Avrumy Lazarnik, this past Sunday, 26 Teves 5771. 2 Rabbi Yisroel Rabinowitz was the 

Rabbi at Kehillas Ohel Moshe in the Bronx and the author of two volumes of ‘Kol Bo’ on the Shulchan Aruch. 3 The Germans bombarded Lomza 

mercilessly because it was the first major city near the East Prussian border. 4 12:35-36. 5 11:2. 6 See Bava Kamma 37b where the gemara 

explains that when the Torah refers to ‘a friend’ it refers exclusively to a fellow Jew. . 7 6:5. 8 Eliyahu Rabbah 23:9. 9 Sanhedrin chapter 11. 10 

“Az Yashir” in parshas Beshalach . 11 Yirmiyah 2:2  

 





    After 210 years on foreign soil, many filled with 

sadistic slavery, the Jewish people get a taste of 

freedom. The Egyptian oppressors are devastated with 

plagues, and the Jews are readied for freedom. But 

before they are released, they are charged with two 

mitzvos. The sanctification and establishment of the 

New Moon, and the laws of the Korbon Pesach 

(Passover Lamb). These mitzvos entail some of the most 

complex statutes in the entire realm of Jewish law. 

Establishing new months and setting the calendar entails 

knowledge of astronomical calculations and celestial 

sophistication that was hardly a charge for a slave 

nation! The laws of the Passover sacrifice are defined in 

intricate detail, not only pertaining to its preparation, but 

the way the sacrifice is eaten, and who may partake of it. 

    First, the Torah tells us that the offering may only be 

eaten with those who have been pre-designated as mem-

bers of the festive meal. The Torah also instructs that the lamb must be wholly roasted, not one piece may be pan-fried 

or boiled. The Torah also commands how the lamb is eaten. It must be eaten in a rush — after all, the Jews were about 

to exit Egypt — and there was no time for long, drawn-out festivities. In fact, the Torah tells the nation to eat the korbon 

with their back packs readied and their staffs in hand! The instructions continue. “You must not break a bone. Do not 

leave over any meat.” The lamb was to be eaten meticulously, every bit of meat was to be finished, yet no one was al-

lowed to sink their teeth into it to the extent that the tender lamb’s bone would break. 

    One may ask: Why is the introduction to Judaism so abstruse and replete with detail? After all, the nation had been 

slaves for 210 years! Time was never a factor, let alone a lunar calendar. They probably never ate meat, the god of the 

Egyptians, for the duration of that time. Why not as soon-to-be free men were they not allowed to indulge the way they 

wanted, in high style and with unmitigated freedom? Why is the first allowance of carnivorous cuisine so restricted and 

detailed? Shouldn’t the first commands to a fledgling people be simple feel-good symbolism? 

    Dr. Viktor E. Frankel was a longtime prisoner in the bestial concentration camps of Nazi Germany. His parents, 

brother, and wife were killed and cremated in the ovens. Yet as a psychiatrist he devised a method of survival through 

the ravages of sadistic barbarism, detailed in his work, Man’s Search for Meaning. He writes that though the Nazi’s 

goal was to every eradicate every human trait, “hunger, humiliation, fear and deep anger are rendered tolerable by 

closely guarded images of beloved persons, by religion, and even by the healing beauties of a tree or a sunset.” Frankel 

describes how he learned to relish every physical and spiritual entity he could grasp. These small acts would elevate 

their humanity. Scraps of wood formed pieces of meaningful art. He would analyze in his few free seconds every bit of 

good that was left to his existence. 

    One evening a fellow prisoner rushed into the barracks and asked him to run out to the assembly grounds to watch 

the beautiful sunset. He whole sky became alive with clouds of ever-changing shapes and colors, from steel-gray to 

blood-red. They watched the contrast of the majestic billows compared to the muddy-brown earth-tethered huts. After 

minutes of moving silence the prisoners turned to each other, “how beautiful the world could be.” 

    Every nuance of life is actually filled with spiritual opportunities. By affording the nation two initial two commands 

that were replete with thousands of details, later expounded upon through thousands of pages of Talmudic and Halachic 

literature, The Holy One opened a new outlook to the formerly bonded. The moon that they watched for 210 years now 

became the embryo of spirituality. The sign of its lumens would herald the New Year and the Festivals. The experience 

of eating meat would become a royal meal filled with mitzvos and responses to Hashem’s command. There would be no 

chomping at bones like barbarians. Cooked in a precise and instructed manner, every step of a seeming earthly – even 

physical — act took on a magnificent sense of spirituality. Those most intricate, detail and sophisticated acts forged 

slaves into princes. Every detail was filled with spirituality and cognizance. There were messages of dignity, of re-

straint. No more were they starving prisoners grabbing any available food. These prisoners needed to reserve a place to 

dine. The slow means of preparation entailed finesse and patience; not one morsel was allowed to be eaten raw. Instead 

of grabbing the food and sinking their teeth straight to the bone, they were warned, do not shatter a bone! And they 

could not nibble at it and leave some over, as they were commanded not to leave any meat over. In the minutest detail 

there is great magnitude. And in the magnitude of those actions lie the magnitude of man who recognizes the magnitude 

of his Creator. 

 
                                           (By R’ Mordechai Kamenetzky) 



 



  


