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The Levush writes that on Shabbos we can attain higher 
levels of wisdom as it is a day especially designated for this 
purpose.  Therefore, we should seek ways to increase the 
amount of Torah that we discuss on this holy day. 
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We hope that these Divrei Torah, which are 
designed especially for use during the seudos, 
will בע״ה enhance your Shabbos and may they 

hasten refuos and yeshuos to all who need.  
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לֹא ִתְתֹּגְדדּו       [14:1]  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

You shall not cut yourselves 
The word in loshon hakodesh used here to mean “cut” has the same root as the word 
for “group”.  This is commented on by the Medrash, which interprets this possuk to 
mean that the Jewish people should always maintain unity and not break up into 
factions.  The Chofetz Chayim was once asked why we need so many different types 
of Jews: Ashkenazim, Sefardim, Chasidim and Litvishe Yidden, to name but a few.  
Some emphasise Torah study, others prioritise tefilloh; some promote an ascetic 
lifestyle, whilst others stress the importance of joy in all one’s actions.  Basing 
himself on the aforementioned Medrash, the questioner wondered whether it might 
not be preferable for all Jews to serve Hashem through a common and united 
approach, with, for example, just one text for all the tefillos.  The Chofetz Chayim 
replied by pointing out that the Czar’s army is made up of many different branches: 
infantry, cavalry, artillery and so on.  Should they not be united in their method of 
battling the enemy?  Of course that is not the case.  The skills of each specialty are 
required in different measure, according to the particular conditions pertaining in 
any conflict.  As a cohesive body of soldiers, they have the power to overcome all 
types of enemy in all situations.  So it is with the Jewish people.  There are many 
ways to serve Hashem and each person must choose the manner that he feels is 
most suited to him and which offers him the greatest opportunity for spiritual 
advancement.  United in Torah, the Jewish people are then a formidable force 
against all their enemies.  A simple message with profound resonance for the time 
in which we live.  If only some of our brethren would take it to heart! 

 

And the ko’os bird and the rochom bird and the sholoch bird 

The listing of non-kosher birds also appears somewhat earlier in the Torah in Parshas Shemini [Vayikro 11:17-18].  In that list 

the sholoch bird is mentioned some three positions ahead of the rochom bird.  In our pesukim here in Parshas Re'eh, the 

positioning of the sholoch bird, relative to the rochom bird, is appreciably different in that it now appears after it.  There must 

be an explanation for this variation.  HaGaon Rav Chaim Kanievsky answers that the Gemara in Maseches Chullin [63a] 

informs us that when Rebbi Yochanan would see a sholoch bird, he would recite the possuk, mishpotecho te’hom rabbo – 

Your judgment is a deep abyss.  When he would spy a rochom bird, he would pronounce, bo’u rachamim le’olom – mercy 

came to the world.  We learn from her, explains Rav Kanievsky, that the sholoch represents din (Hashem’s attribute …page 2 
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See, how I am placing before you today both a blessing and a ‘curse’ 

The adage of the Gemoro that s’char mitzvoh behai alma lekka – 

there is no reward in this world for mitzvah observance, is well-

known.  There are, naturally enough, many opinions expressed within 

the commentaries about certain bases upon which some element of 

reward is enjoyed in this world as a result of one’s mitzvos, though 

not for the relevant acts themselves.  Just such an opinion is derived 

by the Yoruslaver Rebbe ztvk’’l, as brought in the sefer Toras Shimon.  

Drawing on the opening possuk of this week’s parshah, the Rebbe 

opines that any reward that a person receives in this world is a 

consequence of the essential emunoh (faith) in Hashem, mandated 

by the first two of the Aseres haDibros (the Ten Utterances), which 

were communicated directly by Hashem to the people at Har Sinai.  

These are meant to inspire adherence to all of the other mitzvos as 

transmitted by Moshe Rabbeinu.  The Rebbe, therefore, interprets 

the possuk in this way: Re’eh - Behold, in the merit of your embracing 

the first commandment of faith – represented by onochi (I am 

Hashem, your G-d), nosein lifneichem hayom brocho – I place before 

you in this world blessing and increase.  By implication, however, the 

principal reward due to you will be stored up in the World to Come.  

This latter part of the interpretation is beautifully represented, says 

the Rebbe, by the Torah’s use of the word uke’lolo, which draws a 

parallel with the initial letters of the phrase in the Mishnah in 

Maseches Pe’oh [1:1], which states ve’hakeren ka’yemes lo le’olom 

habo – and the principal [payment for one’s observance of the 

mitzvos] is preserved for him in the World to Come. 

 

השבת-ישראל את-ושמרו בני  

השבת-לעשות את  
 

We find ourselves this Shabbos on the 
threshold of the month of Elul – a time 

dedicated to preparation for the approaching 
Yomim Noroim. Many seforim have been written 

as to how best to utilise this special time when 
Hashem is korov [near] and our sincere tefillos 
have the capacity to be even more efficacious. 
We may suggest that a valuable approach is to 

start taking an overview of one’s life experience 
over the past year in the context of one’s hopes 

and aspirations expressed in our tefillos last 
Rosh Hashono. It is important not just to 
concentrate on those events that did not 

manifest themselves positively, but 
also on the revealed chessed 
bestowed on us by Hashem. 

 

Mimini Michoel 
 

 

… of strict justice), whilst the rochom signifies 
rachamim (Hashem’s attribute of mercy).  In a perfect 
world the attribute of din, which is flawlessly just, 
should rule throughout.  That was what Hashem had 
intended when creating the world, until He saw that 
the world needed the presence of rachamim to 
survive.  Thus, Hashem’s world does not exist in a state 
of perfect justice, but rather it is tempered by the 
presence and impact of His attribute of mercy.  Le’osid 
lovo – in the time of Moshiach, however, the attribute 
of strict justice will reign supreme once again.  This, 
says Rav Kanievsky justifies the amended order for 
listing these two birds.  Before the chait (sin) of the 
meraglim (spies), Moshe was supposed to lead the 
people swiftly into Eretz Yisrael, conquering the land 
and ushering in the Messianic era.  Until Hashem’s 
decree against Bnei Yisroel for believing the negative 
report of the majority of the spies, the world was on 
course to a return to the pristine perfection that 
existed at its creation and attribute of pure din would 
have returned.  Thus, in Parshas Shemini, a point in 
advance of the meraglim, the sholoch bird 
representing din is listed before the rochom bird.  Here 
in Parshas Re'eh, however, as the Bnei Yisrael are on 
the cusp of entering Eretz Yisroel, but without Moshe, 
and they will not yet see the Final Redemption, 
Hashem shines his rachamim on the world, 
necessitating the relegation of the sholoch bird to a 
point beyond that of the rochom bird. 
 

 

 

Continued from page 1 

ְרֵאה ָאֹנִכי ֹנֵתן ִלְפֵניֶכם ַהּיֹום                [11:26] 
 ְּבָרָכה ּוְקָלָלה

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 


