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E PLURIBUS UNUM
Yerucham Reich

The refugee came running into Avraham’s encampment 
to tell him that his nephew, Lot, had been captured in 

the war between the four kings and the five kings, and had 
been carried off toward Mesopotamia. Avraham marshaled 
his resources and headed north to rescue Lot. He reached the 
Mesopotamian outpost at Dan, from where he was able to 
launch the attack that brought back Lot, as well as the other 
captives and the booty that had been taken.

Stand at the excavated ancient gates of Dan, and you will 
be struck, as I was, at how different this city gate and wall 
look compared to the ancient walls and gates elsewhere in 
Israel. We are accustomed, in Israel, to see old stone walls 
and fortifications. Here it is mud and brick, classically 
Mesopotamian, with a starkly different look from the rest of 
Israel further to the south.  

It was at this point, at the gates of Dan, that Avraham’s 
initial military thrust at first ran out of steam. It was not 
because he himself was originally Mesopotamian. Rather, 
something about the place, nothing physically present at the 
time, sapped his strength, tashash kocho ( Sanhedrin 96a).

Sometime in the 1700’s the two great brothers, chassidic 
masters Rebbe Zusia of Hanipol, and Rebbe Elimelech of 
Lizhensk, in the quest to perfect themselves, wandered about 
as itinerant beggars, that the hunger and deprivation they 
suffered help cleanse them and purify them. They spent many 
a night cold and hungry. One night, exhausted, they stopped 
to rest in a small town. They were famished, but found they 
could not eat. They were fatigued, but found they could not 
rest. They were the overcome  with a profound sadness, in 
that place, a dreadful fear and revulsion. In the middle of the 
night they fled the place, unable to explain their dread and 
their horror, but  they could stay there no longer. The name 
of the town was Oswieciem, known to most of us today by its 
German name, Auschwitz.

Many hundreds of years after Avraham arrived at Dan, 
his descendants, led by the wicked Yiravam ben N’vat, set 
up an idol, a golden calf, in that place. Politically motivated, 
it was designed to give the Jews of the northern tribes of the 
breakaway Kingdom of Israel an alternate religious focus, to 
keep them from making the traditional and Torah-mandated 
thrice annual pilgrimage to the Temple in Jerusalem. Guards 
were posted along roads to prevent such travel. The people 
were redirected to the two new temples, at Beit El to the south 
and in Dan to the north. In many ways, though a depraved 
distortion, these places were set up to otherwise mimic the 
service in Jerusalem.  To this day, significant structures of that 
abomination can be seen, and visited, a short walk from the 

ancient Mesopotamian gate.
Avraham arrived at Dan and the very place filled him with 

dread and revulsion, sapping his strength. He managed to free 
Lot, but he found the place, future site of his descendants’ 
idolatry, intolerable. And Dan was apparently worse than 
Beit El, near Sh’chem, because of the apparent pre-existing 
penchant of the tribe of Dan for idolatry, as described in navi 
and rabbinic sources. 

Despite the greatness of Dan the son of Yaakov, the tribe 
of Dan, historically, was the least prestigious among the tribes. 
And yet, strangely, there is a special place in history, and in 
the future, for this tribe of Israel. 

In Parashas Vayakhel we are told of the building of 
the Mishkan and its  intricate, complex components and 
instruments of Divine service. Famously, the Heaven-
inspired artisan who put it all together was the young Betzalel 
ben Uri ben Chur, son of a highly prestigious family in the 
prestigious tribe of Yehuda. But Betzalel was not alone in his 
work. God also chose, and imbued with ability and wisdom, 
Ohaliov ben Achisamach of the tribe of Dan. Together these 
two designed and fabricated the Mishkan. An interesting, and 
clearly intended, joining in holy effort of these two somewhat 
contrasting tribes in building the vehicle that unified all of 
Israel in serving, and entreating, God. 

Fast forward to an even more fantastic building project, 
the Beis Hamikdash in Jerusalem 480 years later. It was 
undertaken by Shlomo Hamelech, the wisest man who ever 
lived, son of King David, royal scion of the royal tribe of 
Yehuda. And chosen to assist Shlomo, in charge of the actual 
execution of the project was Chiram  of Tzor, a descendant 
of the tribe of Dan, an artisan and the son of an artisan, who 
was filled with the God-imbued knowledge of how to make 
everything, and how to put it all together.  

That these two tribes were put together for these two 
endeavors, entities that are the most revered elements of our 
past, is no accident.  That the tribe that represents the greatest 
and the tribe that represents something lesser come  together 
for this great project represents the coming together of all of 
Israel, and the actual equality of all Jews before God, and, 
hopefully, before each other ( see Midrash Raba and Tanchuma 
). Let no Jew abuse another because of his position, for all are 
equal before God. 

Sealing the deal is the Midrashic tradition that Mashiach 
himself, the ultimate redeemer, the future King of Israel, will 
be of the tribe of Yehuda, but whose mother will be a daughter 
the tribe of Dan.

This lesson of unity among our people, accentuated by the 
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RAV MOSHE ON BETZALEL
R’ Akiva Eisenstadt  Rosh Kollel

In this week’s Parsha the Torah tells us: “Vayomer Moshe el 
B’nei Yosroel, Re’u Karah Hashem B’Sheim Betzalel….. 

Vayimalei oso ruach Elokim B’ Chochma V’Daas…..”
Moshe Said to Israel, “See, Hashem has proclaimed by 

name, Betzalel….and he filled him with a godly spirit, with 
wisdom, with knowledge….”

Moshe tells us that we should look at Betzalel. We should 
see that Hashem called him by the name of Betzalel- that he 
filled Betzalel with wisdom as he was the head of the “building 
committee” of the Mishkan. So he told us to look at him, see 
him, and perceive him.

Rav Moshe Feinstein wonders as to what exactly were the 
Jews supposed to comprehend by looking at Betzalel. What 
exactly was Moshe telling them to look at? Betzalel hasn’t 
even built anything yet, the vision of the mishkan wasn’t 
around to see. So, what is the message that Moshe is trying 
to point to?

The root of the message, writes Rav Moshe, is that while 
many are fortunate to have innate abilities and natural talents 
imbued in them by Hashem, it is solely up to each of us to 
recognize that talent, use it and foster its potential.  

Betzalel is the paradigm for this concept as he was given 
the innate talents which were needed to build the Mishkan. 
These were abilities that no one else had. The wisdom, Godly 
spirit was handed to him and he was set up for success. The 
success being the building of the Mishkan and a house for 
God. Yet, success was only achieved by his choice to use what 
Hashem had given him. 

Rav Moshe felt that this is the message of this pasuk. That 
we ought to know, that we should realize, what we could do, 
and what we could achieve. 

Certain people have tremendous strength, energies, and 
drive. Many times that can be used to help Klal Yisroel with 

its myriad of problems. 
Certain people are blessed with wealth and prosperity. We 

all know that while money cannot buy happiness its uses can 
be also be put forth for a greater good.

Certain people have insight, wisdom and a keen 
understanding of life and a knowledge of people. Of course, 
that talent could help others in need and people with life 
dilemmas. 

But, Rav Moshe says, the converse is also true. That 
without using that which Hashem has given us, then we have 
wasted the talents, abilities and the “what could have been”, 
of our lives.  

One has to realize that what has been given to us, has 
been given for a reason. Its purpose is to further the will of 
Hashem. It is to help people and honor God. 

But the only one who can ensure that we accomplish and 
achieve what we are supposed to is us. Our choices matter. 
Everything we are to accomplish is entirely up to us. 

The famous Chassidic Rebbe, Reb Zishe of Anapoli was 
on his death bed and he was afraid. He was heard saying, 
“Zishe will be facing judgment soon, Zishe is frightened, 
Zishe is scared”

His students were astonished and bewildered by his 
statements. Incredulous, they asked him, “Rebbe, if you are 
afraid, then what hope is there for us? Your life has been 
blameless, you have upheld the world! Did Avraham fear, did 
Yitzchok, or Yaakov? What did Moshe have to fear? You too 
Rebbe, have nothing to fear.” 

Reb Zishe turned to his students and profound , told them: 
“In heaven I will not be held accountable for not being as 
kind as Abraham, or as morally strong as Isaac or as studious 
in Torah as Jacob, I will only be asked:  ‘Zishe, why weren’t 
you Zishe?”

greatest and the least coming together in holy purpose, gives 
us not only the strength we need to carry us through, but also 
the hope that that unity, and the love and the mutual respect 
that it engenders, will serve to cleanse whatever we need to 
have cleansed, to purify whatever we need to have purified, so 
that no one, and no place in Israel will ever again be a place of 

fear or darkness or revulsion, but of light, of love, of holiness, 
of joy, of divine fulfillment, for all of Israel together, forever. 

Yerucham Baruch Reich
Parashas Vayakhel 5776

Yerucham Reich
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This is just my observation, and not meant in any other 
way. 

We live in a society which at often times compares, 
contrasts, defines, pressures, pulls, pushes, overwhelms, and 
conforms us. All in the instant, all in the time it takes to snap 
a photo, send a file, receive a text, or even the old fashioned 
way of physical talk that can be communicated. Yes, people 
stand out, sometimes for the right reasons, often times for the 
opposite; tweets, hashtags and pages seem to strive toward 

that goal. But for the most part, and in fact a harsh truth of 
life, the uniqueness, individuality, exceptionality, the natural 
talents and spirit of life can sometimes be squashed within 
the noise, hubbub and the distracted manner of our lives. As 
parents, teachers, mentors, Rabbonim, Rebbes and spouses, 
we ought to help each child, student, mentee, or Talmid know 
and understand their unique talents; their unique capacities; 
their spirit of life, so that they can use it, gain from it and in 
turn help themselves, their families and Klal Yisroel. 

PARSHAS VAYAKHEIL
Rabbi Avraham Greenwald

Betzalel, the son of Uri, the son of Chur, of shevet 
Yehudah… filled with wisdom… (35:30-31). Why 

Betzalel? Hashem said: Chur was killed by those who made 
the eigel. Let his grandson Betzalel work on the Mishkan 
which is an atonement for the eigel (Daas Zekeinim). This 
explains why the Pasuk identifies Betzalel’s grandfather, but 
why is it important to know that he is from Shevet Yehudah? 
The Meshech Chochma explains that both Chur and Shevet 
Yehudah were moser nefesh. Chur was moser nefesh when 
protesting the eigel and Shevet Yehudah was moser nefesh by 
krias Yam Suf. Mesiras nefesh is generally done spontaneously 
– more so with emotion than with seichel. One who is moser 
nefesh does not allow himself to be swayed by his seichel 
and wisdom. Chur and Shevet Yehudah brought about kvod 
Shamayim by not allowing their thought process to stop 
them. They were therefore rewarded with Betzalel bringing 
about kvod shamayim through building the Mishkan after 
being filled with wisdom.

Betzalel made the Aron... (37:1). Betzalel was involved 
with every aspect of building the Mishkan. Yet, the Torah 
specifically mentions him with respect to the Aron. Why? 
The Meshech Chochma cites the following chazal: When the 
Babylonians came into the Kodesh Kodashim and saw the 
Keruvim, they were astounded. They paraded it around the 
streets belittling the Yidden for having a graven image in the 
Holiest of places. Of course, they were wrong. Being that they 
were commanded by Hashem to fashion the keruvim, they 

were permitted to make them. However, although permitted, 
the pasuk at the end of Yisro says: You shall not make with 
me gods of silver... Mechilta explains that this refers to the 
keruvim: You shall not make the keruvim from silver and if 
you do, then the keruvim are like a god of silver! The Meshech 
Chochma explains that this was before the sin of the eigel. 
After the sin of the eigel, Hashem was concerned not only 
with the material from which the keruvim are made, but 
also with the intent when making them. Since all the Yidden 
were involved somewhat in the eigel (minimally through not 
protesting), Hashem was concerned that when fashioning the 
keruvim, they may direct their thoughts somewhat towards 
making a graven image. Betzalel, however, had a grandfather 
who gave up his life for the eigel. He therefore passed down 
to Betzalel - through his nature and through his chinuch - an 
abhorrence towards any such thing. With Betzalel there was 
no concern that he would have anything but pure thoughts. 
Therefore, while Betzalel worked on the other parts of the 
Mishkan with a team, he alone worked on the Aron along with 
the Keruvim. It is the thought that counts! 

R’ Akiva Eisenstadt
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Q: How may one make hot drinks on Shabbos?

A: Since there is an argument as to whether or not using a 
teabag on Shabbos is permitted1 it is most preferable to have 
ready made “tea essence” prior to the onset of Shabbos. One 
should then first pour the hot water into a clean cup (without 
residual water from the sink inside)2 and then pour in the 
desired amount of tea essence into his cup. In the event that 
one forgot to do so one would be permitted to pour hot water 
into a kli shlishi [from the urn (kli 1), to a cup (kli 2), to 
another cup (kli 3)] and then place the bag inside.3

While placing a lemon inside a cup of tea would be prohibited 
because of bishul (cooking),4 and squeezing a lemon into 
tea is ossur because of sechitah (extracting),5 one would be 
permitted to squeeze a lemon onto a spoon  of sugar and then 
mix it into the tea.6

Some Poskim consider the teabag to be a specialized “utensil” 
for doing borer (selecting), as when one removes the  teabag 
from the cup, the bag serves as a mini sieve to allow the water 
to drip out of the tea sediments into the cup.7 If one is looking 
to go according to all of the Poskim he can take out the teabag 
with a spoon as that would be permitted according to everyone 
(however various poskim do not hold this to be an act of borer 
so if one has not done this until now there are many of whom 
to rely on).  

As a rule of thumb when making coffee, or any other hot drink 
on Shabbos, one should prepare it in a kli shlishi (third utensil) 
to avoid all Halachic issues.8

Q: In the event that the house became cold on Shabbos 
may one ask a non-Jew to turn on the heat or radiator?

A: Depending on exactly who is suffering from the cold will 
determine the Halachic status of this situation. If the people in 
question are all adults of which there is no concern for illness 
as a result of the decreased temperature then there would be 
no alternative but to wait until after Shabbos. If however there 
are small children in the house then it would be permitted to 
ask a non-Jew straight out (one need not hint this request) to 
turn on/raise the heating device.9 If the house got oppressively 
cold even for the adults then it would be permitted to ask a 
non-Jew to do the same as well even if there are no children 
there, as the Shulchan Aruch10 clearly states “everyone is 
considered ill in regards to the cold”.

Q: If it is not so cold, then how young do the children have 
to be to allow one to straight out ask a non-Jew to turn on/
raise the steam?

A: There is a dispute amongst the Poskim, some say that the 
child needs to be under 3 years old11 while others hold 6,12 and 
then some hold that it is up until the age of 9.13 One can be 
lenient up until the age of 9.14

Illness and Medication

Q: At what stage does one have to be suffering from a 
malady in order to be permitted to take medication on 
Shabbos?

A: As a general rule of thumb, whenever someone is so ill 
(i.e. flu, fever, virus etc.) that he requires bed rest (or even if 
bed rest wouldn’t help his particular situation, such as a bad 
toothache, strep throat etc., however if it would help he would 
lie down as a remedy)15 one would then be permitted to take 
medication on Shabbos.16 This is referred to in Halacha as a 
choleh sh’ain bo sakanah.17 

Q: If one is directed to take antibiotics for a 10 day period, 
may he continue to do so even if he is feeling fine?

A: If one started his medication and should he stop taking it he 
would be in danger of having his illness return, it would then 
be permitted to continue with his medication.18

Q: Is it permitted to take vitamins on Shabbos?

A: While there are certain Poskim who permit vitamins as 
they are considered food for healthy people,19 one should only 
take vitamins to maintain his already good health.20 However, 
if one is weak and is using vitamins to give him strength (i.e. 
Vitamin C therapies, fish oil, iron for anemia etc.) then unless 
one is under the category of choleh sh’ain bo sakanah one 
should refrain from taking them as they would be considered 
“medicines” in those situations.21 [Note: Expectant women 
may take vitamins in all situations22].

Q: May one take nasal decongestant on Shabbos?

A: Assuming that he is not confined to bed as a result of his 
congestion, it would be considered “Refuah” and is prohibited 
from use on Shabbos.23 

HALACHIC PERSPECTIVES: CATCHING A COLD ON SHABBOS
R’ Heshy Kahan|Chaver HaKollel
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Q: If someone has a cold and is having difficulty sleeping 
may he take sleeping pills on Shabbos? 

A: Although in general majority of the Poskim prohibit 
the use of sleeping pills on Shabbos,24 in a situation where 
not sleeping will further intensify an illness one would be 
permitted to take them on Shabbos.25 [Warning: It should be 
understood that research has proven sleeping pills to be highly 
addictive on both a psychological as well as physiological 
basis and one should be very cautious even when taking them 
during the week].

Q: Are there any Halachic issues with taking candies (i.e. 
Ricola’s) or drinking tea to soothe a sore throat?
A: All foods that are used for healthy people are permitted 
for anyone suffering from an ailment providing that it is 
not recognizable that it is for refuah.26 In certain locale’s 
where throat lozenges are used as medicines, having them 
will be tantamount to taking refuah and would therefore be 
prohibited.27  .

Q: Is it permitted to take one’s temperature on Shabbos?

A: Assuming that one will not be using a an electronic device 
one may use a mercury thermometer on Shabbos without any 
Halachic concerns as it is considered a measurement for a 
Mitzvah.28 One may shake down the mercury prior to using 
it,29 however after one is finished one should not do so. 

Q: May one use Chap Stick on Shabbos?

A: Using chap stick is prohibited because of the melacha of 
memachek/smoothing.30 Spreading oil on one’s lips would be 
prohibited as well, as although it’s a regular food item it is 
evident that it is being done for medicinal purposes. The only 
alternative given31 is to pour it on one’s face and let it slide 
down onto one’s lips as it is not obvious that one is using it for 
it’s medicinal quality. Eating an oily food would be another 
possibility as there is no evidence that one is looking to have 
the oil serve as a moisturizing agent.32  

      

FOOTNOTES

1. M.B. 318:39, Igros Moshe O.C. 4:74:16
2. Be’ur Halacha 318:12 D”H V’Hue, Igros Moshe O.C. 1:93
3. Based on a written Psak of R’ Chaim Kanievsky Shlita, as well 

as the Igros Moshe O.C. 4:74
4. S.A. 318:4
5. M.B. 320:22
6. Chai Adam 16:3
7. Minchas Yitzchok 4:99:20, SSK”H 3:footnote 171
8. Igros Moshe O.C. 4:74:16
9. M.B. 276:40

10. 276:5
11. Chazon Ish 59:3
12. Tzitz Eliezer 8:15:12
13. Minchas Yitzchok 1:78
14. Oral Psak heard form R’ Yitzchok Berkowitz Shlita
15. Rama 328:17
16. M.B. 328:107
17. Which is synonomous with nofel l’mishkav which translates to 

falling into bed
18. Oral Psak heard from R’ Yitzchok Berkowitz Shlita
19. Be’er Moshe 1:33
20. This is assuming that there are no kashrus concerns, as the leni-

ency to take vitamins is based on the fact that it is a “food” and 
not medication thereby requiring some sort of certification as 
opposed to medicine where that is not usually the case.

21. Igros Moshe O.C. 3:54, SSK”H 34:20
22. SSK”H 36:1, Az Nidbaru 6:72
23. Minchas Yitzchok 8:5, SSK”H 34:10
24. Chelkas Yaakov 4:41, Az Nidbaru 1:30, Be’er Moshe 6:39
25. Oral Psak heard from R’ Yitzchok Berkowitz Shlita
26. S.A. 328:37
27. This is evident in Eretz Yisroel where ricolas are sold in the 

Pharmacy while in the United States one finds them in his local 
grocery thereby indicating it’s “food” status.

28. M.B. 306:36,  Tzitz Eliezer 11:38
29. Sh”ut Be’er Moshe 6:56
30. Igros Moshe O.C.  1:114
31. Albeit rather awkward
32. S.A. 328:22, M.B. 328:77 

R’ Heshy Kahan
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The Mojave Desert is home to the airplane graveyard, a 
place where airplanes go to die. These shiny examples of 

technological advancements, the pictorials of innovation and 
progress, the symbols of man’s ability to conquer the highest 
of heights - even them, when their moment comes, they will 
fade away into the sands of time.

Once we come face to face with our own mortality, we 
can see the world via an interesting scope. Throughout our 
lives we collect and save so many things, which ultimately 
when we leave this place, will either be given away or thrown 
away. It is remarkable that all of these objects hold so much 
value to us while we are here and yet are so expendable when 
we are gone. 

What is it in life that truly holds eternal value?
Surely, many throughout history have contemplated, 

debated, and professed their thoughts on this matter. It would 
be of no surprise to hear the abundance of elucidations that 
emanates from so many different cultural perspectives, each 
branding their own ideology as the absolute truth.

From a surveillance view, are we able to find any lucidity?
To answer this, let us first focus our attention to how ideas 

are born. Conceptually, when thinking of this, we may conjure 
up someone like Isaac Newton and the apple falling from the 
tree, hitting his head, and voila – the notion of gravity was 
born. It is the “Eureka!” moment. It is a flash, a light bulb, an 
epiphany. Generally, when we think of how ideas materialize, 
we envision it occurring in this unexpected out of the blue 
way.

American science author Steven Johnson, explains that in 
fact this is a rarity. Ideas don’t just happen, they are a product 
of a succession of events that ultimately network, collaborate, 
and ultimately formulate the final idea that is yielded. Many 
times when people explain how ideas were first born they cut 
out a lot of the “boring” facets that build up to the moment of 
revelation. They also build a layer of excitement that comes 
from thinking that it just happens suddenly.

This concept can have dire effects on our psyche and how 
we view the world around us. We can get deluded into thinking 
that things just crop up and we subsequently don’t appreciate 
where things come from. Consider for example, a time long 
ago, before grand supermarkets, online shopping, and store 
locations that are the size of football fields. There was more of 
a connection to where the things we bought came from. Now in 
this advance world, the more we globally become connected, 
the more we as individuals become disconnected. Today when 
you want to buy an orange, you only think that it comes from 
the supermarket. The same holds true for practically all of 

what we purchase. We don’t think of who grew or built the 
things we have, we only think of where we go to buy them. 
We no longer have a personal relationship to its origin. We no 
longer have a sense of wonder, a sense of appreciation, for the 
toil that goes into its materialization.

This consequence somehow dislodges effort from the 
framework of our existence. We live in a world where we 
just expect things to occur. Another example to consider is 
books or television and how they focus on many peripherals 
of life. Love, squabbling, murder, intrigue all to capture 
our attention. But work which makes up the primacy of our 
lives falls by the way side. It is obvious that these outlets are 
looking to entertain, looking to alleviate the minds and hearts 
of the masses from the daily grind. But could it be that they 
are also formulating a mindset of instant outcomes instead of 
intensive labor? Could it be that just as we come to believe 
that a novel idea just materializes out of thin air, we also come 
to believe that the same holds true of our spiritual endeavors? 
That one day we will just become close to Hashem suddenly 
and unexpectedly, in a “Eureka!” moment.

The common ground is the understanding that our time 
here means that each of us have a purpose to fulfill. The 
objective of a Jew is His connection with his Creator and of 
his application of Torah within his life. Now the manifestation 
of this purpose does not just materialize out of thin air, but 
requires dedication and effort throughout our lifetime.  Each 
and every day we must plug away, we must strive, we must 
sweat, and the accruement of all of these pieces come together 
to formulate our accomplishment at the end. As the Talmud 
(Eruvin 65a) states about our time here to fulfill our purpose, 
“We are like day-workers.”

The issue that many of us find ourselves in when it comes 
to our spiritual work is that we don’t find meaning within it. We 
become tangled in the details of a specific situation or knotted 
in our personal frustrations of wanting immediate results; the 
consequence is that the work itself loses inspirational value.

It is quite interesting how in this week’s perasha, the 
focal point is the building of the Mishkan. The verse states, 
“Every man whose heart inspired him came, and everyone 
whose spirit motivated him brought the portion of Hashem 
for the work of the Tent of Meeting, for all its labor and for 
the sacred vestments” (Vayakhel 35:21). The Ramban (1194-
1270) conveys that this verse refers to all those that came to 
do the actual work of the weaving, sewing, and building. They 
were inspired and uplifted, by what the end result would be; 
therefore they did not drown in the drudgery of the labor, but 
became motivated and enthused by the overall meaning of 

WEEKLY INSIGHTS
R’ Aharon Finkelstein  Chaver HaKollel
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PARSHAS SHEKALIM; COUNTING THE “COUNTLESS” KLAL YISROEL
R’ Boruch Yechiel Schreiber

This week we will lain Parshas Shekalim which discusses 
the counting of Klal Yisroel, through the giving of a 

machtzis hashekel. In our times although we unfortunately 
do not have this Mitzvah, we have a Minhag to lain Parshas 
Shekalim and to give Machtzis Hashekel on Tannis Esther to 
commemorate this Mitzvah.  

The idea of counting Klal Yisroel is difficult to understand. 
The Gemora in Yoma (22b) asks how can the posuk say 
(Hoshea 2:1) “The sum amount of Klal Yisroel will be like the 
sand of the sea”, if it explicitly says (ibid) “Asher lo Yimad Vilo 
Yisaper” - Klal Yisroel will be so large it will be uncountable. 
The Gemora answers that the status of Klal Yisroel depends 
on their situation at the time. Bizman Sheosin Ritzono shel 
Mokom; when we are doing the will of Hashem then we are 
countless, if not then we are as multiple as the sand of the sea. 

This presents a difficulty. If when we are doing the will 
of Hashem, we are so large that we can’t even be physically 
counted, why is it a Mitzvah to count Klal Yisroel? Isn’t this 
a clear demonstration that we do have a count? Isn’t this 
displaying Klal Yisroel in a bad light; if we can be counted, 
obviously we aren’t doing the will of Hashem? 

We can better understand this through the words of the 
Nesivos, in his sefer Nachlas Yaakov. The Nesivos is bothered 
how can the posuk say that Klal Yisroel cannot be counted? 
Throughout the generations the Yidden were always the 
smallest of all nations. This is clearly stated in the Torah “Ki 
Atem HaMiat Mikol Ha’amim; you are the smallest of all 
nations”. 

Explains the Nesivos, the posuk which states that Klal 
Yisroel has no number and can’t be counted, is not referring to 
our nation at a given time. Rather it is referring to our nation 
in its entirety throughout the generations. Other nations, as 
mighty and grand as they were, eventually withered away. 
Klal Yisroel has always been and will always be around. The 

eternity of Klal Yisroel is what makes us uncountable. 
This observation has been captured in 1897 by famed 

author Samuel Langhorne Clemens (Mark Twain), in his 
essay about the Jews:

 “If the statistics are right, the Jews constitute but one 
quarter of one percent of the human race.  It suggests a nebulous 
puff of star dust lost in the blaze of the Milky Way.….. The 
Egyptians, the Babylonians and the Persians rose, filled the 
planet with sound and splendor, then faded to dream-stuff and 
passed away; the Greeks and Romans followed and made a 
vast noise, and they were gone; other people have sprung up 
and held their torch high for a time but it burned out, and 
they sit in twilight now, and have vanished. The Jew saw 
them all, survived them all, and is now what he always was, 
exhibiting no decadence, no infirmities of age, no weakening 
of his parts, no slowing of his energies, no dulling of his alert 
but aggressive mind.  All things are mortal but the Jews; all 
other forces pass, but he remains.  What is the secret of his 
immortality?”

Indeed we are, as the Torah says, the smallest nation on 
earth. But when counting our nation in its entirety we are 
certainly uncountable, for we will never cease to exist. 

Interesting enough, the Shekalim were used for the Adanim 
– the foundation of the Mishkan, which lasted for ever. As the 
Gemora tells us, the Mishkan was never destroyed, but was 
concealed and sunk into the ground. In subsequent years the 
Shekalim were used to purchase the daily communal Korban 
Tamid. The Chasam Sofer brings in the name of the Rama 
Mipano, that the sacrificing of the Korban Tamid never ceased. 
Every day, Eliyahu HaNavi brings the Korban Tamid at the 
site of the Bais Hamikdash. Again we find that the Shekalim 
were used for something that is eternal. This is because the 
Shekalim is used to unite Klal Yisroel, to be counted together 
as one total sum of one nation. Individual people eventually 

where it was going.
The same can be said of our spiritual pursuits. Prayers, 

blessings, and religiosity become monotonous and lose all 
semblance of importance when they are done out of habit and 
rote, becoming totally disconnected from its source. We must 
be inspired like those Jews that were inspired by the Mishkan. 
We must see that the dots of our efforts bond together drawing 

the picture of our lives. We must constantly connect to the 
meaning of what we do in order to give us the fortitude to 
build the individual pieces of our actions into its spiritual 
purpose. 

We need to remember that no matter how high we fly, our 
time here is temporary.

Even airplanes have a graveyard. 
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perish, but the nation Yisroel is eternal. 
Now we can better understand why the Mitzvah to 

count Klal Yisroel does not contradict the posuk that Klal 
Yisroel is uncountable. Certainly we have a number. To the 
contrary when we count ourselves together as one nation, we 
demonstrate the strength of our nation. Only then are we truly 
uncountable, because if we count together as one, then we 

will last together for eternity. “Netzach Yisrael lo yishaker” – 
the eternal nature of Klal Yisroel will never cease. As long as 
we are one nation and not individuals, we have a promise that 
the nation of Klal Yisroel will last to eternity. So in essence 
the Mitzvah to count Klal Yisroel as one nation, is what really 
makes us uncountable. 

PURIM TORAH PART II
Rabbi Mendel Chazan

It was the best of times, it was the worst of times. From 
a political point of view, life under Achashverosh was the 

best it could be. Esther was queen and Mordechai was one 
of the king’s advisors. And after Bigsan and Seresh’s foiled 
assassination attempt, Mordechai now had the additional 
advantage of having the king’s life in his debt. Yet despite the 
greatest political advantage in our history, the most terrible 
decree was able to take root. 

One would think that the first thing the Jews would 
do would be to ask Mordechai to settle his debt with 
Achashveirosh by asking him to spare the Jews. They also 
could have asked Esther to take care of it. Instead, Mordechai 
gathered the Jews to fast pray and repent. When he finally did 
ask Esther to intervene, the main gist of her message was the 
reassurance that she would fast as well. Esther was chosen 
as queen due to her good looks. Fasting for three days before 
finally approaching the king would not enhance her beauty at 
all; in fact, it would likely detract from it. The Jews seem to 
have followed the most backwards, unnatural, and unhelpful 
method to nullify the decree.

There is nothing normal about the story of the Megilah 
and nothing that follows the rules of nature. The story of Purim 
exhibits the fact that the existence of the Jewish people is not 
dependent on the rules of nature; we are controlled solely by 
G-d. Although the decree seems to be the result of Haman and 
Achashverosh’s personal and political agenda, our sages teach 
us that the true reason because the Jews enjoyed the feast of 
Achashveirosh.

Mordechai and Esther well understood this. They knew 
that the solution must be found in the supernatural realms. 
The problem was that the Jews distanced themselves from 

G-d - the remedy was to reconnect through Torah, tefila, and 
teshuva. And since there also needed to be physical way for 
G-d’s blessings to manifest itself, after the days of fasting 
and praying, Esther did indeed approach Achashveirosh. The 
main battle was fought with swords of Tehillim and arrows of 
repentant tears. Esther’s audience with Achashverosh was a 
mere vessel for the miracle.   

This is why the Mishna states that “one who reads the 
Megilah backwards does not fulfill the mitzvah of hearing the 
Megilah.” The Baal Shem Tov explains this ruling to mean 
that if you see the story of Purim as something backwards, 
i.e. as a nice story that happened two thousand years ago but 
has no relevance today, you missed the whole point of Purim. 
And not just the story of Purim, but what the life of a Jew is 
really all about.

When we do our work, we must realize that it is G-d’s 
blessing that helps us become successful, not because we 
followed the natural order of climbing the corporate ladder. 
Yes, we must put in the physical effort, but that’s all merely 
a conduit for the blessings. What truly helps us become 
successful is connecting with Hashem by doing the things He 
wants: Torah, tefilah, and gemilas chasodim. 
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60 SECONDS OF TORAH: VAYAKHEL -- FIRE ESCAPE

we come under stresses and pressures that challenge our 
emotional state. The resultant anxieties set us on edge, and 
consequently, the more unseemly elements of our personality 
bubble to the surface, and we reach a point of negative charge 
that overflows into our personal lives and our relationships 
with others.

But on Shabbos, we disconnect from the pressures of the 
physical world of work, let go of anxiety, and enjoy a day of 
spirituality and connection with our family, our community 
and our Creator. The Torah forbids bringing into the sublime 
Shabbos experience the fire of anger and strife that results from 
the anxieties of the mundane weekday world.

May we merit to experience the serenity of the holy Shabbos 
day, washing ourselves of the hardships of the mundane world, 
as we harness this great gift from our Creator, and delight in 
connection to our spiritual source. 

“You shall kindle no fire throughout your habitations 
upon the Shabbos day.” (Shemos 35:3)

While the institution of Shabbos finds repeated mention 
throughout the Torah, overall, the Torah offers almost no 
details regarding its observance, despite its standing as one 
of the absolute foundations of Torah living. Most of our 
knowledge regarding proper observance of Shabbos comes 
from the Oral Law. If Hashem saw fit to assign so much of 
the details of Shabbos to oral tradition, and to grant only the 
vaguest references to Shabbos in writing, of the thirty-nine 
categories of activity prohibited on Shabbos, why highlight 
the prohibition against kindling a fire over any of the others?

According to the Shla”h, aside from the plain meaning 
of the verse not to kindle an actual fire, this prohibition also 
refers to the fire of anger and strife that burns within a person, 
or between people. All week long, while we strive against 
the vicissitudes of the world in our quest to earn a livelihood, 

Mazal Tov
Mazal Tov to Arthur and Paulette Wiener on the birth of a

grandson to their children - Ruth and Marcel Bluvstein.

May they have so much nachas from the new baby and from their whole family.

The bris will be held on Tuesday morning, March 8th at Cong. Ohev David and Shlomo.

Shachris will be at 8:00 am and the bris will follow.
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