
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

יתרו פרשת  - Just one question… 

 

 בס''ד

 לר''ש 

 יעקב בן שרה לאה

מַ  שְׁ ר עַויִּ תְׁ ָין ֹחתֵ  ֹכֵהן ֹויִּ דְׁ ה ןמִּ ר ֵאת ֹמשֶׁ ֹמשֶׁ  ֱאֹלקים הָעשָ  ָכל־ֲאשֶׁ ָראֵ  הלְׁ שְׁ יִּ  ֹוַעּמ לּולְׁ
'(א 'יח)  

 

 

And Yisro the priest of Midyan, the father in law of Moshe, heard all that Hashem did 
for Moshe and for Yisroel His people 

 

Rashi famously brings from the Gemara to explain exactly what it was that Yisro heard and 
had then brought him to come to Klal Yisroel. “The splitting of Krias Yam Suf and the war of 
Amolek.” 

The question is asked on Rashi, that these are actually two separate opinions of two 
Amoroim in the Gemara so why is Rashi bringing them here as one explanation? 

Someone once explained, Rashi here is bringing out that it wasn’t a single event or Nes that 
perked Yisro’s interest. It was the close examination of these two events together that 
caused Yisro to wonder, as follows. “If Klal Yisroel were clearly able to fight Amolek and win, 
why did they back away from fighting the Mitzriyim too by the Yam Suf? Why didn’t they 
fight there also?” (This ties in with the Peshat from the Possuk in last weeks Sedra, וחמושים 
that some explain to mean that Klal Yisroel were armed with weapons, meaning that they 
were able to fight.) 

This observation puzzled Yisro a lot. If they could fight and they actually did fight Amolek, 
why did they not fight the Mitzriyim? He concluded, it must be that Klal Yisroel don’t just act 
spontaneously on their own will and interest. There is a Bigger and Higher authority that 
instructs them and that they listen to. It is not just a question of their ability to wage war; it 
is a question of what Hashem wants them to do. 

By the Yam Suf, Hashem wanted them to be Moser Nefesh and go into the Yam and not turn 
around and attempt to fight off the Mitzriyim. However, with Amolek, Hashem wanted 
them to fight. 

This that Klal Yisroel could fight Amolek is not much of a praise on its own. There are many 
nations in the world that have the ideology of fighting and killing in the pursuit of what they 
see to be just and righteous. But how many of them would be prepared to ask of 
themselves first, “Is this what my G-D wants from me” and then be prepared - if decided 
that not- to stand their weapons down! It is this approach of Klal Yisroel, that they allow 
themselves to be totally guided only by the Will of Hashem and not by their own interests, 
which struck Yisro as something unique and thus he came forward to join the nation. 

Indeed, a Yid must always ask himself, is this what Hashem wants from me now? Sometimes 
it requires a lot of hard work to stop oneself from reacting impulsively or behaving 
spontaneously so that one falls in line with what Hashem wants. In the following story, Rav 
Shach demonstrates such a thought process. 

Years ago in Eretz Yisroel an awful story took place. A certain Frum Yid armed himself with a 
gun and barged into a Mosque and started shooting Arabs there at random. After a short 
while, the Yid himself was killed there. One can only imagine the huge public outcry and 
Chillul Hashem that resulted from this. There were community leaders at the time who 
came to Rav Shach with a request that he sign a letter. The letter would clearly condemn 
this Yid’s actions and make it clear that it was not the correct way to act. 

Rav Shach thought for a moment and then shook his head, “But what about his Almono and 
their children?” Meaning, this letter would cause terrible shame and pain to his family and 
therefore Rav Shach would not sign it. 

Of course there is the important lesson of Middos Toivos that could be brought out from 
this sensitivity of Rav Shach. But in our context, we can clearly an example of a person that 
first asked of himself, “What does Hashem want from me?” Rav Shach weighed it up, not 
based on a knee-jerk reaction to something he disproved of, but on a bigger question of 
what does Hashem want from me. And he decided that it was more important to be 
concerned with the Almono’s feelings than to sign the proclamation. 

Let us too be focused in our lives and live consistently with this question as our guidance; 
what does Hashem want from me now? 

 


