
 

  

 Chukas 5777 

359.263 

The ABC’s of Relenting – תרב לוו-א  
In the Chesed Hall of one of the charitable organizations who arrange 
weddings with dignity and inexpensively to ease the burden a little of 
marrying off children from the shoulders of the parents that do not 
have much money. 
The ones making the Simcha sign up beforehand and the choice of hall 
is done by lottery and this way they are informed if they have Hall A or 
Hall B. This was routinely done on a daily basis, but this time the Kallah 
specifically wanted Hall A and not Hall B. She really wanted Hall A but 
what could be done, the lottery sent her to Hall B.  
The Kallah called and strongly requested to switch the halls, but the 
organization responded that this was done by lottery and they had 
already informed the other family that they had Hall A and it was not 
right to change the hall for them since they were already told that they 
had the nicer and larger hall. 
But the kallah would not give up nor give in, she strongly desired to get 
married in Hall A. She acted on it and called the other kallah and asked: 
“Shalom to you, I am the kallah that is getting married in the same hall 
and the same night as you are. You won Hall A and it has been my 
soul’s desire to have Hall A and not B. Will you do me the favor and 
give up the hall? I thank you with all my heart!!!” 
When the other kallah saw that this was so important to her and this 
will make her entire Simcha and so that she should not be so distressed 
on her wedding night, she agreed to give up the hall, despite it being 
the nicer, larger hall. However, the important thing was that she should 
be happy and she herself was okay with the other hall.  
The story now begins here, after the wedding when the father of the 
kallah who gave up the hall went to the office to pay the amount he 
owed for the wedding, the manager surprised him and told him that he 
does not have to pay anything. He stood in shock so the manager 
smiled and told him that a man had made a wedding for his son that 
night somewhere else and it was the custom of the wealthy to pay for a 
wedding for someone who did not have money marrying at the same 
time. The wealthy man wanted to pay for a wedding that night and 
when asked which hall he wanted to sponsor since there were two 
halls, he said he specifically wanted to pay for the wedding in Hall B. 
The manager of the hall continued: “In truth this happens occasionally 
that people pay for other weddings for a yahrzeit or for some other 
reason, but in this case, knowing that the kallah gave up the other hall, 
I was so pleased and emotional that he specifically wanted to pay for 
Hall B. Mazel Tov!!! 

 ב.ב.ש.
      

 

Listen now, rebels – שמעו נא המורים 
A teacher took out a bill of paper money and asked his 
students, ‘Who wants the bill?’ All of them raised their hands. 
He took the bill and crumpled it over and over and again 
asked, ‘Who wants it now?’ Again, they all raised their hands. 
He took the bill and threw it to the ground, and trampled it 
with all his might, first with his right shoe then with his left 
shoe again and again until the bill was defaced. He then held 
up the bill and asked, ‘And who wants it now?’ Again, they all 
raised their hands. The teacher asked them, ‘I don’t 
understand, this bill is crumpled and trampled on, why do you 
all want it?’ The students replied, ‘This bill has not lost its 
value, it doesn’t matter how much you trample on it or how 
much you crumple it, it still retains its original value.’ The 
teacher said to them, ‘You have spoken well. You should know 
that the same applies to you. It doesn’t matter what will 
happen to each and every one of you, even if they trample on 
you with all their might, you should always remember that 
your value has not changed and it has not decreased.’ 
Before we speak about the Angel of Hashem, which is Moshe 
Rabeinu, let us first say that that we do not comprehend the 
extent of his greatness and elevation, except for that which is 
written in the Torah and that which is explained by our Rabbis 
that we must learn the proper way to go. 
The Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh brings down ten ways that the 
Torah commentators explain the inadvertent error of Moshe 
Rabeinu, one of which HaKadosh Baruch Hu took issue with 
him was that he referred to the Children of Hashem as 
‘rebels’, and it is not proper for a man of kindness to 
disparage the children of Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov who 
are described as (Shir Hashirim 4:7) 'כולך יפה רעיתי ומום אין בך' 
– ‘Where you will be completely fair, My beloved, and no 
blemish will be in you’, This caused him to hit the rock and the 
awful result was that he was punished and he could not enter 
the Land of Israel. 
What a moral lesson you have to learn from this, chas 
v’shalom he did not denigrate anyone of Israel, as Chazal have 
stated (Sanhedrin 44a) ‘Israel, although it had sinned, they can 
still be called Israel’. Even if we see before our eyes that a 
person has lost his appearance and whatever happened to 
him, happened to him, we must remember that within him is 
hidden a soul that is a portion of G-d from Above, and we 
must judge him favorably and speak to him respectfully and 
chas v’shalom we should not disparage him. 
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 כח האמונה והתפילה
The Power of Faith and Prayer 

לפני ה': ולמה  וע אחינועם משה ויאמרו לאמר ולו גוענו בג וירב העם 
ד(-)כ:גהבאתם את קהל ה' אל המדבר הזה למות שם אנחנו ובעירנו:   

The people quarreled with Moshe and spoke up, saying, “If only 
we had perished by the demise of our brothers before Hashem! 
Why have you brought the congregation of Hashem to this 
wilderness to die there, we and our animals?” (20:3-4) 
It is fitting to consider these words that were spoken about the 
Generation of Knowledge, the words seem to imply that that they 
are equating themselves to their animals when they stated ‘we 
and our animals’ though in truth they needed water as did their 
animals, still, they should not have put themselves on the same 
level as their animals, they should have expressed themselves in a 
way that there would have been a clear distinction between 
themselves and their animals, for because of the elevated status 
of man his needs take precedence over the needs of the other 
creatures. Yet, from their words it seems that to them their needs 
and the needs of their animals were equal., and they were 
created for the same purpose and the man has no higher status 
than the animal. However, it is a disgrace for a person to equate 
himself with an animal as we derive from the words of our 
Chachamim z”l who related (Pesdachim 118a) when HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu said to Adam (Bereishis 3:18) ''וקוץ ודרדר תצמיח לך  – 
‘thorns and thistles will sprout for you’ Adam’s eyes flowed with 
tears. He said before Hashem, “Shall I and my donkey eat from 
one trough?” Once Hashem said to him (3:19)  בזעת אפיך תאכל'

 By the sweat of your brow you shall eat bread’ his mind‘ – לחם'
was relieved. Thus, the equation of man to animal is a great 
disgrace for the person. 
Let us further consider the actual incident, as it is different from 
the other times the Children of Israel complained about the ways 
of HaKadosh Baruch Hu, for most of the time it was the Hand of 
Hashem that caused them distress, however, here we do not find 
that Hashem was angry at them at all regarding their complaint, 
in fact it was just the opposite, immediately after the prayer of 
Moshe and Aharon the trait of mercy was aroused towards them 
as it states (20:6) 'וירא כבוד ה' אליהם' – ‘The glory of Hashem 
appeared to them’ which is an expression of mercy, we thus see 
that this complaint was different from other complaints. 
Perhaps we can say, that this complaint too was a flaw in the faith 
of Hashem Yisbarach, nevertheless, the faith was not completely 
lost from them then, as we see that they mentioned the Name of 
Heaven in their statement when they said   אחינו לפני 'ולו גוענו בגוע

'הוי"ה  – ‘If only we had perished by the demise of our brothers 
before Hashem (using the four letter name)’ demonstrating that 
they were rooted in faith even then, and this was only 
categorized as a downfall because of their smallness. The very 
fact that they mentioned Heaven shows that they wanted to 
strengthen their true faith, as this was the required thing to do 
then, therefore, they were not deserving of punishment, just the 
opposite, the thing they requested was to restore the faith as it 
was previously, with this they caused the strengthening of the 
trait of mercy and Hashem reveled His glory upon them. 
Therefore, based on what we have stated we can say that since 
Israel was in a position where their grievance was about their 
state of faith, therefore, they wanted to complain about their 
situation and to improve their situation. This is why they saw it 
appropriate to say ‘we and our animals’, in fact we are like the 
wild animals, for in regard to a flock the faith of a person is 
considered like a gentile rachmana litzlan, and what advantage   
 
 

does he have over the animal to revolt, and if this is so, then faith is a 
curative for us and we have no need for water more than an animal, 
and with this they reveal their desire to again arouse the true faith 
and earn a return to a status of greatness.   
Here we see how the matter was settled measure for measure. Earlier 
in Parashas Beha’aloscha we spoke about the section of those who 
were condescending. There we see how they wanted to stir up 
trouble and so they complained about the meat, and since this was so 
they were given what they asked for, but in addition to this HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu smote them with a great plague so they did not earn much 
pleasure from the meat, as HaKadosh Baruch Hu testified before he 
allowed them to have it (11:20) 'עד אשר יצא מאפכם ויהי לכם לזרה' – 
‘until it will come out of your nose and it will become nauseating to 
you’, this is the result of requesting something that stems from 
complaint and a lack of faith. However, if the request is made through 
faith and a desire to be better, for then the will of Hashem Yisbarach 
is fulfilled for the better and the matter is treated with mercy and a 
glowing expression as seen in our parsha. 
The words of HaRav HaKadosh the Sfas Emes in the name of his 
grandfather the Chidushei HaRim are very similar on the posuk of 
(Tehillim 145:15) 'עיני כל אליך ישברו ואתה נותן להם את אכלם בעתו' – 
‘The eyes of all look to You with hope and You give them their food in 
its proper time’, that the more a person believes that everyting is 
from Yisbarach, so does Hashem Yisbarach influences all of his needs. 
For when a person lacks something it is incumbent on him to believe 
that HaKadosh Baruch Hu is filled with mercy and certainly intends for 
his benefit, and HaKadosh Baruch Hu wants him to request it of Him 
and then when the person believes in Yisbarach and His kindnesses, 
this causes the will of Above to reveal His goodness and the matter 
will become recognizable. This is not so to the person that does not 
recognize the goodness of HaKadosh Baruch Hu and makes himself 
miserable because of what he is lacking rachmana litzlan, for then he 
is in the category of being a heretic rachmana litzlan, then, even if it 
decreed that good should happen to him and abundance should be 
showered upon him, still, the gift is not given to him out of a glowing 
countenance, and it is considered as wealth deriving from his 
inappropriate behavior rachmana litlan. 
This is where we instill faith in those seeking the salvation of Hashem 
Yisbarach, this is the very faith that he is lacking for his benefit, and 
this is the faith that is based on the power of prayer. They have to 
know that a great power was given to the Jewish person by way of his 
mouth, as Rashi explains on the statement in our parsha (20:16) 

קולנו''ונצעק אל ה' וישמע   – ‘We cried out to Hashem and He heard our 
voice’, ‘through the blessing which our forefather Yitzchak blessed us, 
“The voice is Yaakov’s voice”, that we call out and we are answered.’ 
It is fitting to instill the words in the recesses of their hearts, that we 
have a blessing from our forefather Yitzchak that we call out and we 
are answered, and he should remember this for every trial and 
tribulation that befalls a person and he should call out to Hashem 
Yisbarach with all his might, and then He will surely answer his prayer. 
If a person sees that he has prayed and he has not been answered, it 
must be that he did not cry out from deep enough in his heart, as it 
states (Yeshaya 29:13)  יען כי נגש העם הזה בפיו ובשפתיו כבדוני ולבו'

 Inasmuch as this people has drawn close, with its mouth‘ – רחק ממני'
and its lips it has honored Me, yet it has distanced its heart from Me’. 
For (Tehillim 145:18) כל קוראיו לכל אשר יקראוהו באמת'קרוב ה' ל'  – 
‘Hashem is close to all who call upon Him, to all who call upon Him 
sincerely.’ He should then call out again in prayer and beseeching 
from all his heart to our Father, Father of Mercy, until ultimately his 
prayers will certainly be answered to be rescued from anything 
troubling him whether spiritual or mundane. 
  
 


