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Feeling What We Are Missing 
Tisha B’Av 

 

Harav Hagaon Yaakov Moshe Katz Shlit’’a 

There was a man who, before World War II, was a very successful businessman. He had 

a beautiful house and a beautiful family, and everything went well for him. He was very 

happy with his life, but when the Nazis came, he was forced, like so many others, to run 

away. He survived the war, and after the war he returned to his city. He couldn’t track 

down his wife or children, but he was able to find his house, which had been bombed. 

Only a small part of his house, which had originally been a mansion, remained. In fact, 

there was a single wall of his house that was intact. This wall reminded him that it’s not 

just a house he’s missing, he’s missing what the house meant: his family, his wife, his 

children that he loved so much, his position, his whole life – everything was gone.  

 

This one wall was all that was left. 

 

This is a mashal to a Yid who comes to the Kosel and sees what is left the Beis 

Hamikdash, the place where we enjoyed closeness with Hakadosh Baruch Hu, the place 

that was the source of all goodness and brachah. Chazal tell us that since the Churban:  

 ,We lost that close connection to Hakadosh Baruch Hu .בכל יום ויום מרובה קללתו משל חבירו

which is compared to the bond between a father and son, and to the bond between a 

husband and wife. 

 

The Gemara (Brachos 3a) says that Hakadosh Baruch Hu laments:  אוי להם לבנים שגלו מעל

 We lost the connection to Hashem, and it’s not the same anymore. So when .שולחן אביהם

we see the Kosel, of course we’re happy that we have the Kosel, the makom tefillah, but 

it’s such a painful reminder of what we used to have. All that’s left of our relationship 

with Hakadosh Baruch Hu is a remnant, a shell.   

 

The passuk in Tehillim says: ַוֲאנִי ִקְרַבת ֱאֹלִהים ִלי טֹוב. The root of all the good for every Yid 

is having kirvas Elokim. The Torah and mitzvos all bring dveikus to Hakadosh Baruch 

Hu, but after the Churban Beis Hamikdash it’s just not the same anymore. We feel 

distanced; we don’t have that same kirvah.  
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We are missing a world of no pain, a world in which  ִדְמָעה ֵמַעל ָכל ָפנִים 'הּוָמָחה , because we 

are close to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, and He’s watching over us and giving us all the good. 

We are missing the days of Mashiach, and Olam Haba, which are kulo tov.  

 

The aveilus of the Churban is to understand what we’re missing – to feel it.  

 

A person once went to be menachem avel a family that had lost a parent, lo aleinu. The 

18-year-old, the 17-year-old, and the 14-year-old were a mess; they were crying. But 

outside, the 3-year-old and 4-year-old were playing happily. Seeing them was a 

rachmanus, because nebach, they don’t even realize what they lost. In truth, they have a 

lot more to cry about than the 17-year-old and the 18-year-old do. It’s going to be much 

harder for them growing up, but they just don’t realize it.  

 

We today are like this 3-year-old and 4-year-old. We don’t understand what a 

relationship with Hakadosh Baruch Hu is, what kirvas Elokim is.  

 

We daven, and we just can’t connect. When we learn, we’re not connected the way we 

should be. Our middos, our bein adam l’chaveiro, are not connected. It’s because of 

galus, it’s because we’re far away. A bayis is a place where a father lives with his son, 

where a husband lives with his wife. The Beis Hamikdash was our home – we lost our 

home, and we don’t have a home anymore together with Hakadosh Baruch Hu. That’s 

what we’re mourning for. Deep down, no Yid feels at home in galus, or feels that he 

belongs where he is. He knows he’s missing something: ְוגַם ַהנֶּפֶּׁש ֹלא ִתָמֵלא.  

 

That’s what these days are for: to think about and understand the depth of what a 

relationship with Hakadosh Baruch Hu is, what dveikus with Hakadosh Baruch Hu is, and 

how much we’re missing. 

 

Chazal gave us time for aveilus – the Three Weeks, the Nine Days, and then Tisha B'Av 

itself. The more we think into it, the more we’ll open our heart, and the more it will help 

us to mourn. But the point of the aveilus is not just to be sad; it’s much deeper.  

 

Back Into Hashem’s Home 

We can explain this with a mashal to a king who was a very big baal middos, very 

powerful, very strong, very rich. He got engaged to a poor girl, after seeing how special 

she was and becoming enthralled with her. One day, during the engagement, he came to 

visit her, and he heard her crying in a room. “What’s going on?” he asked her parents. 

“Why is she crying?” 

 

They explained to the king that a close friend of his had come to his kallah and told her 

negative things about him, warning her that it was going to be hard for her to be married 

to him. She was so taken aback by these words that she kept on crying and crying.  

 

“If so,” said the king, “I don’t want to marry her. If she could believe someone who tells 

her negative things about me, I’m breaking the engagement.”  
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When people saw how foolish this girl was for having given up the opportunity to marry 

the king, no one wanted to marry her. Eventually, she found someone who was willing to 

marry her, but he was a lowlife, and she suffered tremendously with him for many years 

until she finally got divorced.  

 

One day, when she was back in her parents’ home, the king passed by again, and he 

decided to check up on his former kallah. He knocked on the door, and when the parents 

opened, he again heard his former kallah crying. Again he asked the parents why she was 

crying, and they told him what had happened to her in the interim. “She is crying now 

because she wants to come back to you,” they explained. “She misses you, and she can’t 

believe how foolish she was for having given you up in the first place.” 

 

“In that case,” said the king, “I’m ready to take her back.” 

 

The cheit that caused the Churban – the first mistake of Klal Yisrael on Tisha B’Av – 

was the cheit of the Meraglim, who claimed that Eretz Yisrael is not a good land, that 

they wouldn’t be able to capture it, and that Hashem is not taking the Yidden there for 

their own good. When the Yidden heard this, they cried. In response, Hashem said, “If so, 

this relationship will not be a long-lasting one, and the Yidden will have to go into 

galus.” 

 

The punishment of galus came about because we didn’t appreciate having a relationship 

with Hashem; we were too worried about the hardships involved. What’s the teshuvah for 

this? The aveilus of the Three Weeks, the Nine Days, and Tisha B'Av. To make up for 

the tears that we cried because we did not want to have a relationship with Hashem, we 

cry during this time to tell Hashem that we miss Him and we want the relationship back. 

That is what will cause Hashem to return to us, as we say at the end of Eichah:  הֲהִׁשיֵבנּו' 

יָך ְונָׁשּוָבה   .ֵאלֶּ

 

The passuk in last week’s haftorah says:   ת 'הִכי ַרע ָוָמר ָעזְֵבְך אֶּ – we realize that all the 

tzaros, the cholim, the nebachs in Klal Yisrael are all a result of our missing the closeness 

to Hashem. And our tears are what will rebuild the relationship; it’s teshuvah for the cheit 

that caused the Churban. 

 

The purpose of the aveilus is not just to remember something sad that happened to us in 

the past, but rather to build the relationship again, and to cause Hakadosh Baruch Hu to 

want to bring us back into His home. In order for that to happen, however, the tears have 

to be real tears; they have to come from our heart. We have to show Hashem that the 

relationship is important to us, and we do that when we’re mekabel to daven to Hashem 

to help us in our life. Every person has a tzarah, whether in his own life or in the life of 

someone else he knows. On Tisha B’Av, we should be mekabel to daven and connect to 

Hashem on behalf of ourselves and others, to show Hashem that we need Him. This is the 

teshuvah that will bring Hakadosh Baruch Hu back.  

 

Moreover, we know that the cheit that caused the Churban was sinas chinam. Hashem 

wants us to have achdus, to be mekabel to try to be better to someone to whom we’re not 
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as good to as we should be. It could be a wife, it could be a child who gives us a hard 

time, it could be a father, a friend, a neighbor. We should be mekabel one tikkun and then 

cry to Hashem and say, “Hashem we’re trying, we want to come back, we want to 

strengthen ourselves in Torah and mitzvos, which are dveikus to Hashem. Please, 

Hashem,  ם 'הֲהִׁשיֵבנּו דֶּ יָך ְונָׁשּוָבה ַחֵדׁש יֵָמינּו ְכקֶּ ֵאלֶּ . Give us the koach to come back to you and 

to rebuild our house again so that we can come back.” 

 

When Hashem sees our tears, and our desire to come closer, that will b’ezras Hashem 

spur Him to give us another chance – and this is the chance that will last forever. It will 

never be taken away, because this geulah ha’asidah is the eternal geulah. These tears, 

this aveilus of Tisha B'Av, is the avodah of going back to Hashem and rebuilding the 

Beis Hamikdash.  

 

We hope that this year, the tears, the feelings, the tefillos, and the chizukim of Klal 

Yisrael will help bring us back to Hakadosh Baruch Hu and His bayis speedily. Through 

this, we should all be zocheh not to have any more tzaar, but only tov and brachah, 

always and forever.  


