
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 לשנה טובה תכתב ותחתם
May you be inscribed and sealed for a good year 

We have the custom on Rosh Hashanah to bless everyone 
individually with  לשנה טובה תכתב ותחתם לאלתר לחיים טובים"

 May you be inscribed and sealed for a good year – ולשלום"
immediately for good life and peace”. It is interesting to note that 
the custom of the author of the Tur (Orach Chaim 586) was to 
express this statement in this way: נוהגין באשכנז כל אחד מבקש

 We Ashkenaz are accustomed – לחברו ואומר לו: תכתב בשנה טובה
that one person wishes one another: May you be inscribed in a 
good year. Why does he change the format of the blessing 
from 'טובה' לשנה  to 'טובה' בשנה ? The ‘Perisha’ explains that in 
Heaven there is a book titled "שנה טובה" , and all those that merit 
life are inscribed in it, and so one should bless his fellow that he be 
inscribed in this book. (Umatok HaOhr) 
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      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 

 
 

 
 
 

R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 
 Rosh Hashanah Treasures 

It says in Iyov (33:23-24) that if there is even one 

Malach among a thousand that can intercede on behalf of a 

person and declare his integrity, then Hashem is gracious to 

him and releases him from punishments. The Chofetz Chaim 

writes that in general, people forget that they will be called 

to judgment before Hashem’s court of justice, and the trial 

will be conducted according to all the rules of courtroom 

procedure. He will need outstanding defense attorneys to 

face the masterful prosecutors who are going to speak 

against him. Suppose, however, that there is a man standing 

trial at the Heavenly court, and his defense attorney does not 

know how to speak well. His voice can hardly be heard and 

he stammers and slurs over words so that he cannot be 

understood. To make things worse, facing this bumbling 

lawyer stands the prosecuting attorney who stands tall and 

shoots verbal arrows with his tongue. What can this person 

on trial hope for, with such a poor defense attorney to stand 

up for him? The Chofetz Chaim says that a person should 

keep this in mind whenever he goes to do a Mitzvah, because 

the way he performs the mitzvah and his intentions behind 

that Mitzvah, determines the kind of interceding and 

defending the Malach that he creates while doing that 

Mitzvah, who will have to defend him when he faces 

judgment before Hashem, the supreme King of kings. What 

sort of appearance can this interceding angel have if he is 

created through a Mitzvah that is performed improperly, or 

through Tefilah that is said thoughtlessly, through idle 

chattering during the time of Torah study or Davening, and 

so forth? Can we really rely on such “defense attorneys” that 

are weak and stammering? We are now in the Aseres Yimei 

Teshuvah, and the Chofetz Chaim urges us to create strong 

Malachim to defend us in court, by putting extra effort into 

doing Mitzvos, learning Torah, and Davening! 
 

    Rosh Hashanah  5777    ראש השנה תשע"ז 
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Pearls of Wisdom …A Word for the Ages 
There was a fly that was once disturbing the 

Chazon Ish. His attendant tried to shoo the fly 

away, but it kept coming back. The Chazon Ish 

said, “This is a Rosh Hashanah fly.” He explained 

to his attendant that on the past Rosh Hashanah, it 

was decided that a fly would come and disturb 

him at that particular moment, because everything 

that happens during the year, even the annoyance 

of a fly, is determined on Rosh Hashanah! 
 

 A Collection of Inspiring Insights 

   Rosh Hashanah Thoughts 
            Ideas and Reflections 

 

 

 By: Rabbi Aron Moshe Jacobsohn 

 In L’Dovid Hashem Ori (Tehilim 27), we mention that we would 

like to sing and offer praise to Hashem (v. 10). Rav Yaakov Galinsky 

was once invited to speak at a Siyum of Maseches Taanis for a Shul in 

Ramat Gan, Israel. He was a bit confused at the request, as Maseches 

Taanis is one of the smallest Masechtos in Talmud Bavli and has only 

30 pages, so he wondered why there was so much excitement about 

finishing this Masechta. He asked the Rabbi of that Shul, “How long 

has this endeavor taken?” The Rabbi replied, “Five years.”                 

Rav Galinsky calculated that they had completed one Amud, one side of 

a page per month! He asked, “Who is part of this study group making 

the Siyum?” The Rabbi answered, “The entire congregation. Every 

Shabbos, before we read the Torah, we spend ten minutes studying this 

Gemara.” Now Rav Galinsky understood the significance of this event. 

This community took upon themselves the small commitment of 

learning ten minutes every week, and they had now completed an entire 

Masechta of Gemara! We also can offer our own small commitments 

which can accumulate to much bigger accomplishments. We can make 

offerings of a few minutes, a few paragraphs or pages of learning, or 

small projects, and through these commitments we can ‘sing and offer 

praise to Hashem’. If we can take on such commitments approaching 

Rosh Hashanah, we can show Hashem that we want to be closer to Him, 

and thus merit a sweet new year of Brachah, success, and happiness! 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 בס"ד

The Tefilos of a woman are 

particularly effective and dear to 

Hashem. A woman in Tanach, 

Chanah, is held up as an example of 

how we Daven. In fact, the Gemara in 

Brachos (31a) deduces many essential 

Halachos of Tefilah from Chanah’s 

heartfelt prayer to Hashem that she 

should merit a child, a prayer that was 

answered with the birth of Shmuel 

HaNavi. On Rosh Hashanah, we read 

the Perek describing Chanah’s Tefilah 

in the Haftorah, teaching us that in the 

merit of the Jewish women’s Tefilos 

we can merit a favorable judgment. 

The Sefer Eish Das asks why the 

Laining for the first day of Rosh 

Hashanah focuses on the merits of the 

Imahos, and the Laining for the second 

day focuses on the merits of the Avos? 

He explains that when a child falls, a 

father picks him up, dusts him off, and 

helps him get back on his feet. A 

mother, with her Tefilos and actions, 

prevents the child from even falling in 

the first place. On Rosh Hashanah, the 

great merits of the Imahos are recalled 

even before those of the Avos, so that 

we merit to not even stumble in the 

coming year, but we mention the Avos 

in case we do stumble and need to be 

lifted up. In the Ponovezh Yeshivah, it 

gets particularly crowded on Rosh 

Hashanah and Yom Kippur, since both 

current students and alumni flock back 

to the Yeshivah to Daven with their 

great Roshei Yeshivah and Rebbeim. 

One year, the expected crowd was 

going to be too large for the Bais 

Medrash, and those in charge of the 

seating suggested that they open the 

women’s section and use it for 

additional men’s seating. When they 

went to the Rosh Yeshivah, Rav Shach, 

to ask his opinion, he refused. He said, 

“You may not take away the women’s 

section. We need the tears and Tefilos 

of the women davening there!”  

(Orchos HaBayis p. 396).  
 

Rabbi Yechiel Spero writes a great story. One of the well-known Russian refuseniks in the era 

after World War II was Rav Yitzchak Zilber. He was taught Torah by his father at a very young age, 

and soon after he began to teach his fellow Russian Jews, right under the eyes of the KGB, the brutal 

Russian police force. Numerous times, they tried to catch him and throw him in prison, but he 

managed to escape the authorities and always seemed to have an explanation for his activities. He was 

a mathematics professor, and the KGB authorities were convinced that he would not teach his class 

on Shabbos. However, he would walk to his classes, teach them, and walk back home. This is just one 

example of how, for many years, Rav Yitzchak managed to keep the Mitzvos without compromise, 

and how he drove the KGB crazy by not falling into their trap. In fact, they only managed to imprison 

him when someone planted evidence that Rav Yitzchak was an enemy of the state. Rav Yitzchak had 

a son named Bentzion Chaim. Following in his father’s footsteps, he too, wanted nothing more than 

to learn Torah and to lead the life of an observant Jew. But he was not as savvy as his father, and the 

authorities caught him and threw him into prison. Yet, he still possessed his father’s trait of defiance, 

and he continued to observe Torah and Mitzvos despite the difficult conditions. Life in prison was 

very challenging. As Rosh Hashanah approached, Benzion Chaim began to wonder if he was going to 

be able to fulfill the Mitzvah of Shofar. He did everything in his power to obtain a ram’s horn. 

Though it seemed that this Mitzvah would be impossible to fulfill, Benzion Chaim would not give up. 

His fellow inmates mocked him and told him that he was delusional, that it was never going to 

happen, but he was not that easily convinced. He knew that if you believe, anything could happen. 

Finally, the first night of Rosh Hashanah arrived, and the other inmates laughed. Yes, they had been 

right. Although he had hoped for a miracle, there was none. And so, for the first time since he could 

remember, Benzion Chaim realized that he would not be hearing the sounds of the Shofar on Rosh 

Hashanah. That night, Benzion Chaim Davened for the salvation to come. He cried bitterly, not only 

for his own personal redemption, but for Heavenly assistance in obtaining a Shofar. As he prepared to 

go to sleep, his roommate would not let him forget the fact that he would not have a Shofar the next 

morning. And though he knew that the salvation can come at any minute, he was embarrassed that he 

had assured his fellow inmates that he would have a Shofar, which in the end had not materialized. 

But he also understood that he wasn’t running the show. He was only a player in Hashem’s world. If 

this is the way Hashem wanted it to happen, then so be it. Little did Benzion Chaim know that at that 

time, his father, Rav Yitzchak, who was a free man at that point, was doing everything in his power to 

make Shofar blowing happen in the jail. The prison compound where his son was being held was 

heavily guarded on three of its four sides. However, on the fourth side, there were miles and miles of 

thick forest. The only way one could get to the prison would be by traveling for many hours through 

the thick forest. With the below-freezing temperatures and piles of snow on the ground, it was highly 

unlikely that someone could survive the intolerable conditions if they chose to visit by way of that 

route. But that didn’t prevent Rav Yitzchak Zilber from setting out to accomplish the impossible. 

From the moment he heard that his son was being held captive, he began to devise a plan to arrange 

for a Shofar to be blown in the compound. He knew his son would also try to gain access to a Shofar, 

and yet he knew how difficult that would be. So he decided to take matters into his own hands. It was 

Rosh Hashanah morning and Benzion Chaim lay in his cot. He had barely slept the night before. How 

could he, knowing that he would not hear the Shofar? Suddenly, at the crack of dawn, he heard a 

sound, and then another. They were the unmistakable blasts of the Shofar piercing the morning dawn. 

As he listened, he noticed that his roommate had also heard the blasts. There were 30 of them. Then, 

just as suddenly as the sounds had come, the blowing stopped and it was quiet. Benzion Chaim tried 

to peek out the window, but he was unable to see anything. It must have been a miracle! Somehow, 

someway, a Malach had appeared out of nowhere and blown the Shofar for him! The other Jewish 

inmates had heard it as well. Later that morning, he watched as the guards huddled together, trying to 

figure out what had happened. But there was no trace of anyone. A number of months later, Benzion 

Chaim was released. He ran into his father’s arms and hugged him tightly. As he let go, he asked his 

father an interesting Shailah. Does one fulfill the Mitzvah of hearing the Shofar if the one blowing it 

is a Malach? Then he proceeded to tell his father the entire story. His father could not help but smile 

in return. Benzion Chaim asked his father why he was smiling. Rav Yitzchak replied, “Suffice it to 

say that it was not a Malach whose Shofar you heard, and don’t worry, you fulfilled your Mitzvah!” 

Realizing the tremendous Mesirus Nefesh, the self-sacrifice of his father, Benzion Chaim hugged his 

father again and thanked him for his dedication, love, and commitment, and Rav Benzion Chaim 

continued to carry on his father’s magnificent legacy! 
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