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The whirring of the Amazon delivery drone 

could be heard landing on the Berger's front porch, 

bringing with it a most unique parcel of preserved 

lizard specimens. The 

children had been 

witness to some odd 

deliveries in the past but 

this one topped them all. 

For the next few weeks 

Rabbi Berger spent much 

of his time closeted up in 

his study. No one was 

allowed in to take even 

the slightest peek. It was 

all very top secret and the 

family could hardly wait 

for Rabbi Berger to 

divulge what was sure to 

be his latest marvel.  

"Eureka!" exclaimed Rabbi Berger late one night 

when everyone except his wife was asleep. 

Mrs. Berger scurried to the study to see what 

had so excited her husband. He filled her in on the 

details of his invention and asked her to please 

keep it a secret from the children for the time being. 

Never one to sit idle for even a moment, Rabbi 

Berger was already on his next project. For this he 

would need to analyze a certain plant that only 

grew on a remote island in the middle of the Pacific 

Ocean. Since this island was not a popular tourist 

destination there were only a few flights a year. The 

next flight would be departing in one month on a 

Motzai Shabbos immediately after the departure of 

Shabbos. By the time Rabbi Berger would be able to 

drive to the airport the plane would have already 

departed. How would it 

be possible for him to 

make his flight?  

In the meantime the 

Berger children had been 

noticing some strange 

and spooky occurrences 

taking place around their 

home. Baruch thought he 

had spotted his father 

learning in the study but 

just moments later he 

appeared to vanish into 

thin air. Shmuli was sure 

he saw the groceries 

being put inside the refrigerator all by themselves. 

Goldie shrieked when her parent's bedroom door 

opened and closed unaided.  

Noticing the children's nervousness, Rabbi 

Berger called all of them together for a family 

meeting.  

"I asked you all to gather here because I wanted 

to reveal to you what I think may be my most 

amazing discovery to date. You'll forgive me 

kinderlach, but I used you as part of my experiment 

to see if the invention I made really works. From the 

fact that you all had no idea what was causing 

these strange sights you've been witnessing lately, 

proved to me that I've succeeded," Rabbi Berger 
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explained to his mesmerized audience. "I derived a 

chemical from the skin of a chameleon." 

"Isn't that the kind of lizard that camouflages 

itself by blending into its surroundings?" 

interrupted Binyamin. 

"Exactly. I figured I could isolate the ingredient 

that gives the chameleon this unique ability. I could 

then concoct a spray from the extract that when 

sprayed onto myself would cause me to instantly 

blend into any background thus effectively 

becoming invisible.     

Armed with the knowledge of the potency of 

his potion, Rabbi Berger set 

about making plans to depart in 

two Motzai Shabbosos from now, 

when the rare flight was 

scheduled.  Before Shabbos, 

Rabbi Berger went to the airport 

and rented a locker to keep 

whatever he needed to take 

along on his trip. Upon his return 

home, he shpritzed the invisibility 

potion all over one of his suits. On 

Shabbos afternoon Rabbi Berger 

donned the suit, shpritzed some 

more potion on the exposed 

parts of his body and set out for 

the airport, which although far 

from his home was still within the 

tchum.  

 

It is prohibited to actually fly on Shabbos since 

the plane goes out of the tchum (Minchas Yitzchak 

2:106:16-17). Anything that is forbidden to do on 

Shabbos, is also prohibited to give off the 

appearance that you are preparing to engage in 

that act even after Shabbos. This is known as the 

prohibition of mimtzo cheftzicha which was 

instituted by the Nevi'im (Yeshaya 58:13). Therefore, 

it would seem to be an issue of mimtzo cheftzicha 

for someone to go to an airport and gaze at the 

plane departure listings posted on the screen 

attached to the wall before the end of Shabbos (see 

last week's Excitement  in Halacha). It is obvious 

from his actions that he plans to do that which is 

prohibited on Shabbos, i.e. to fly after Shabbos 

(based on Shmiras Shabbos Khilchasah new version 

29:11 footnote 25). 

Being that Rabbi Berger was invisible, it seems 

to be mutar for him to even look at the departure 

listings. Since no one sees him it is not obvious to 

the viewer that he is planning to 

do that which is prohibited on 

Shabbos (based on the Shulchon 

Aruch Harav 306:2 with proof 

from Eiruvin39a, Tosfos Shabbos 

62a s.v. 'vihatanya'). Immediately 

after Shabbos was over, Rabbi 

Berger hurried to get ready for 

takeoff. But first he had to take off 

the potion. He simply sprayed his 

body and clothing with some 

soapy water he had stored in the 

locker and reappeared.  

  

 

 

Is it permitted to be in an airport 
before the end of Shabbos while 

invisible? 
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