
 

We hope that these Divrei Torah, which are 
designed especially for use during the seudos, 
will בע״ה enhance your Shabbos and may they 

hasten refuos and yeshuos to all who need.  
 

To subscribe or unsubscribe please send an 
email to: 

shemetz.taher@gmail.com 
 

Please look out for details of the 
forthcoming book/e-book to be printed by 

Kodesh Press 

 ַאֶּתם ִנָּצִבים ַהּיֹום ֻּכְּלֶכם     [29:9] 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The Levush writes that on Shabbos we can attain higher 
levels of wisdom as it is a day especially designated for this 
purpose.  Therefore, we should seek ways to increase the 
amount of Torah that we discuss on this holy day. 

 כתיבה וחתימה טובה and גוט שבת
ms 

ושמור זכור בדבור אחד נאמרו  

 ְוַעָּתה ִּכְתבּו ָלֶכם ֶאת־ַהִּׁשיָרה ַהּזֹאת      [31:19]
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You are all standing this day 
The Mishnah in Pirkei Avos [1:1] states veha'amidu talmidim harbeh – one should 
develop many disciples. The Tosfos Yom Tov points out that the word ha'amidu means 
to help one’s students stand up.  Having talmidim, however devoted, is insufficient.  The 
objective is to nurture them to the point where they can stand on their own two feet.  
Our job as parents is not to create dependent and subservient children.  The parental 
task is to cultivate independent and capable adults. We need to equip them with the 
tools to run their own lives and the confidence to do so.  The same is true of a rabbi.  His 
success as a teacher should be judged on the quality of his students not the quantity.  A 
support for this general idea is brought in the name Rav Karlinstein of Heichal HaTorah 
Yeshiva.  In the parts of our tefillos (prayers) where one must stand, the halochoh is that, 
if you are leaning against something which if taken away would cause you to fall, then it 
is not called standing.  Our goal is to gradually wean our children and students from 
being dependent on us.  They should reach the level of independence whereby if we, 
their support system, were pulled out from underneath them (so to speak), they would 
continue to stand and not fall.  We need to teach them how to approach situations that 
arise, but shy away from the temptation to try and give them step-by-step guidance for 

every conceivable complication.  We must aspire to build a nation that nitzovim hayom 
kulchem lifnei Hashem, where fathers and sons, mothers and daughters, young and old, 
all stand independently before Hashem, each with their unique set of skills and talents, 
each with their own bespoke avodas Hashem (way of living their lives in the service of 
their Creator) rooted in Torah values. 

 

וילך-פרשת נצבים   

 ה'תשע''ז

 

 

And now write for yourselves this song 

HaRav Yosef Sholom Elyashiv discusses the whole concept of the Torah being referred to as a song.  He says that we should imagine 

that a great and famous professor is visiting a certain city and the public is invited, free of charge, to hear him.  If he is an atomic 

scientist, then it will mainly be scientists who will attend.  If his lecture is on advanced mathematical concepts then only 

mathematicians are likely to want to go.  However eminent the speaker, the average person will gain little from listening to such 

cerebral subjects.  By contrast, if a great musician is giving a free concert, then almost everyone will attend, because the language 

of music can speak to everybody, even if each person has a different level of appreciation and understanding of it.  Thus, the possuk 

teaches us an important lesson, says Rav Elyashiv.  If we wish to teach Torah properly and successfully to the next generation…page 2 



 

השבת-ישראל את-ושמרו בני  

השבת-לעשות את  
 

Whilst our minds are (or ought to be) undoubtedly 
focussed on the fast approaching Yomtov of Rosh 
Hashono, we are in danger of overlooking the fact 

that there are yet many mitzvoh opportunities 
available to us this year.  Shabbos itself offers a 

number that we will perform for the final time in 5777.  
An eitsoh (good advice) once heard in the name of a 

wise man suggests that before performing each 
mitzvoh on this last Shabbos of the year, one should 
remind oneself of that mitzvoh’s special time-related 

status in order to elevate one’s kavonoh 
(concentration) and enhance the overall 

performance of the mitzvoh. 
Such qualitatively better mitzvos will surely 

stand us in good stead when we face  
the Beis Din shel Ma’aloh (the  

Heavenly Court) next week. 
 

Mimini Michoel 

 
 

Assemble the populace, the men, women and children 

In discussing the mitzvah of Hakhel (the post-shmittah year 

public gathering for all in the Beis haMikdosh), the Kli Yokor 

notes that this is intended to bring sholom (tranquility) to Klal 

Yisroel as a prerequisite for teshuvoh (repentance).  

Teshuvoh is always more readily accepted by Hashem when 

it emanates from a tzibbur (group) whose constituent 

members live in harmony and achdus (unity) with each other.  

The most auspicious time for this is at the confluence of the 

end of shmittah and the festival of Succos.  The reason, 

explains the Kli Yokor, is that human nature is such that the 

uneven distribution of wealth generates a significant source 

of friction amongst people.  During the shmittah year, this 

dynamic is greatly ameliorated as no one owns the land and 

both rich and poor together draw sustenance from the 

produce of the land, without any lines demarcating 

ownership.  Everything is hefker (ownerless) during the year-

long agricultural sabbatical.  One then adds to this that on 

Succos the rich leave their luxurious abodes and together 

with the poor, every member of Klal Yisroel moves into a 

temporary hut, levelling the playing field in this otherwise all 

too competitive area of life.  Succos is a time of true achdus - 

cohesion, complementing the equality engendered through 

the shmittah period, and is thus a perfect time for a dramatic 

call to teshuvoh and achdus by the King, the leader of the 

nation as described in the Hakhel ceremony. 
 

… it must be presented attractively and beautifully, 

like symphonic music.  The gifted rebbe or loving 

father will be able to show the Torah's beauty and 

harmony and their charges will respond positively, 
developing a secure and lifelong attachment to it.  

[We might add a chiddush (novel idea) by way of a 
further analogy justifying the correlation between 

Torah and music.  Like no other experiential 

medium, music has the power to penetrate deep 

into a person's heart and soul, even without that 

person's conscious intention.  The same is true of 
Torah.  How many of our brethren, who are far 

removed from their spiritual roots, have been 

‘unintentionally’ touched by a word of Torah - a 
vort, a shiur - their inner core, their pintele Yid, that 

spark of Hashem inside all of us, fanned into a 
blazing flame that craves the oxygen of yet more 
Torah?  If the Torah hakedosha has such power for 
those whose connection to it is tenuous, then how 

much greater is the immediate potential, for those 
of us who already appreciate its acquisition as the 
central purpose of life, to ascend exponentially in 

our spirituality and in our connection to our 
Creator.  During this last Shabbos of the year, may 
we resolve to increase our time commitment for 

Torah and then we can be assured that Hashem will 
help us to realise our sincere aspirations.] 

 

Continued from page 1 

ַהְקֵהל ֶאת־ָהָעם ָהֲאָנִׁשים   [31:12]
 ְוַהָּנִׁשים ְוַהַּטף

 
 

 

 

 


