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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first reviewing it. Although it does expedite matters in getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The Yeshiva would  like  to  express  its  gratitude to  Richard and Anita  Grossman for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

HaRav Nebenzahl on Parshat Yitro

PARSHAT Yitro 5776

CATEGORIZING THE ASSERET HADIBROT

This week's parsha discusses the Ten Commandments. Many divide the Ten Commandments into two

sections - the first five focusing on mitzvoth bein adam laMakom - between man and Hakadosh

Baruch Hu, while the latter five refer to mitzvoth bein adam lachavero - between man and his fellow

man. I would venture to say that perhaps we can divide the former half, the mitzvoth bein adam

laMakom into two subcategories. The first three - I am Hashem, you shall have no other god, and

you shall not swear falsely reflect the absoluteness of Hashem's creation. The next two, Shabbos and

the requirement to honor our parents reflect a connection between Hashem and the creation. The

latter five, of course, are purely between man and his fellow man - not to kill, not to kidnap and sell

into slavery, etc.

The commandment to remember the Shabbos and to sanctify it is our obligation to believe that the

Creator created the world in six days. We have no need for evolution or for anything else. They claim

that the world was created in ten million years, as far as I can see even a few billion years would not
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be enough to create something out of nothing - even if there is evolution. The fact that the world was

created out of nothing means that there is no number of years in which it could have been created,

therefore we must believing that there is a Creator Who created the world. He created a world in six

days and allows us free use of it.

The question one may ask is why then are there stars which are millions of years away from us. I

would answer, that we can understand this based on what we know about Adam and Chava. We are

taught that on the day that Adam was created, Hashem immediately searched for a shidduch for him.

Have we ever heard of a day old baby in need of a shidduch?   Have you ever heard of a one-day old

baby girl getting married? Chazal teach us that Adam was created already twenty years old. Thus if

the someone says that the stars are millions of light years away, this is not a contradiction to the

Torah stating that the entire world was created in six days - the world was created already in its

advanced state. There was a wise man who put it as follows: imagine a sculpture of a ninety-year old

man. His skin is wrinkled, he is bent over. If one were to ask how old this man is - one may answer

ninety-years old while another person may answer one-day old. The truth is that both people are

correct, the statue is in fact only one day old but it seems like it is ninety years old. Same with the

world - the Torah teaches us that the world was created in six days, which it was, however the

creations were created already in a more developed state.

Chazal did not ask how Hashem could have created the world in only six days, in fact their question

is quite the opposite. The Mishnah states that the world was created in "ten sayings". Chazal ask -

why did Hashem need ten sayings, could He not simply have said: "let there be a world"? Why must

he have said: "let there be light ..." Chazal explain that this is in order to give greater reward to the

tzaddikim for maintaining a world with ten commands and greater punishment to the reshaim for

destroying a world created in ten sayings. I would in fact venture to ask the following question: if

Hashem could have created everything all at once, why did He spread it out over six days? There are

a number of reasons given for this, I would like to suggest the following: if the world was created in

only one day then every second day would be Shabbos. This means that every day would be either

Shabbos or Erev Shabbos -when would there be full-day learning in Yeshiva?   What about people

who need to work, when would they be able to work?   Hashem, in His infinite kindness towards us,

therefore spread out the creation over a six day period.

The observance of Shabbos is for us to reaffirm that He created the world and that He is all-powerful

and just as He did not do the melacha of creation on Shabbos, we do not do melachah either.

The fifth commandment, honoring our parents who brought us into this world, is a way of honoring

the Creator. When we honor our parents, the partners of Hashem in bringing us into this world, then

we are honoring Hashem as well. Hashem does not need any assistance, but He wanted to give the

impression that they are His partners. One who does not honor his parents therefore is not honoring

the Creator either. Honoring our parents involves doing whatever we can for them, cooking for them,

shopping for them - if they can afford to on their own, there is no need to pay their bills, but certailn

y we can do the physical work involved. This is one of the greatest mitzvahs a person can do.

Thus,  as  we  began,  the  fourth  and  fifth  commandments,  of  Shabbos  and  Kibbud  Av  Vaem

respectively, foster a connection between the Creator and His creations. In fact,  other mitzvahs,

require a certain amount of effort and expenditure and then it is finished. This is not the case with

Kibbud Av Vaem. The more we honor our parents, the more we are required to honor them as

gratitude for having raised us in the path of Torah and mitzvoth. Thus we must be grateful to them

for the opportunity to fulfill  the mitzvah of kibbud av vaem, and the more we fulfill  it  the more

grateful we are. The same comes between us and Hakadosh Baruch Hu - not only must we thank Him

for the food and everything else He provides, but every mitzvah and every time we thank Him for

having sanctified us with His mitzvoth, our debt towards Him becomes greater and greater. Thus the

more mitzvoth we keep, the greater our debt of gratitude to Hashem and to our parents.
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