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In the famous words of the Torah we are commanded-“V’LO 
YIHYEH K’KORACH V’ADOSO”- AND DO NOT BE 

LIKE KORACH AND HIS ASSEMBLY”
Machlokes is something which we are taught from the 

very early years of our youth and yeshiva education to avoid 
and eschew.  

Arguing, fighting and interpersonal conflict inevitably 
result in awful outcomes and are to be avoided at all costs. 
“Just look at what happened to Korach and his followers; just 
look at how dangerous machlokes is…..”  we were told and as 
young, impressionable and inexperienced kids and we tried to 
listen (for the most part) to that message. 

Then we graduated to the reality of the world that 
surrounds us and realized that keeping the peace is just not 
that easy.

There is a wonderfully telling law in physics called 
entropy. In a simple manner this concept states that if an 
organized system is left to itself without oversight or order, 
these systems will become unsteady and less organized as 
time progresses (a teenager’s bedroom and its entropic mess 
would be a good example). 

Entropy is a progressive disarray and turmoil of a stable 
state of being.  If you abandon a car in some exposed place 
for a year you certainly wouldn›t expect it be in just as good 
condition as you left it when you return. You›ll probably 
notice flat tires, broken windows, corroded parts in the engine 
and body. Similarly, if you neglect to straighten up your house 
for a few days you›ll immediately see it getting dustier and 
more disorganized as time goes by. 

This is a kind of entropy; 
However, you can undo it by fixing and cleaning, 

organizing and simply paying attention to it. 
So too is the normality and road of our lives and 

relationships.
The Maharal explains that a peaceful existence is difficult 

to achieve since our world is inherently one of disparity. 
Contentiousness is so very natural to this world that at 

the very beginning of history, strife erupted between Kayin 
and Hevel. 

Conflict arises as a natural consequence of each person 
being different from one another and every one of them 
owning differing values, goals and ideals.

Invariably two people will come to a cross roads, enabling 
them and their conscious, sub-conscious and yetzer hora to 
create a full blown firestorm of conflict. Its the natural order 
of having two trains driving head to head towards each other. 
We are bound to get into conflict and non resolution just as we 

are bound to be around one another.
So how does one avoid strife and contentiousness?
In the very first chapter of Pirkei Avos (Mishneh 12) 

Hillel tells us that we should be from the disciples of Aharon 
Hakohen who as an Ohaiv Shalom V’Rodef Shalom- loved 
peace and pursue peace. To “love peace” is a deceptively 
simple sounding goal.

 However, merely praising it will not magically bring it 
about. Hillel is teaching all of us that a state of peace has to 
be something we must actively work on. We ought to venture 
towards it carefully and thoughtfully as one would pursue an 
exceptionally rare and valuable commodity.

The Chasam Sofer says an unbelievable vort regarding a 
person who pursues shalom and forgoes his honor for sake of 
peace. In Parshas Vaygash, when the brothers are unknowingly 
meeting their long scorned and long lost brother Yosef, the 
Chasam Sofer comments on the potential devastation of 
Machlokes on our lives. 

Divisiveness and infighting has long been a scourge that 
has deeply and terribly affected Klal Yisroel.  It has destroyed 
families and businesses, friendships and marriages. To 
convey the power of avoiding Machlokes the Chasam Sofer 
brings a Pasuk in Tehillim that we recite every morning  in 
Pesukai D’zimra- Hasam Gevuleich Shalom Cheilev Chitim 
Yasbieich- he who makes your borders peaceful and with the 
cream of the wheat he sates you. 

 Look, says the Chasam Sofer, at this Pasuk and you’ll see 
how much Hashem appreciates someone who pursues peace 
even at the expense of his own honor. Hasam Gevuleich 
Shalom-one who makes his borders of peace- Every person 
has certain lines that he would never cross and certain borders 
that he would never traverse.  

Some people say that they draw that line at being jealous; 
some say anger is their red line that they will never cross. 

However, this Pasuk of Hasam Gevuleich Shalom is 
teaching us that the wise person should decide that his line 
will be peace, shalom. Never should a person cross that line 
and traverse into the quagmire of machlokes. The reward for 
such a person, someone who draws a border at conflict and 
keeps the peace, are the very next words in the Pasuk; Cheilev 
Chitim Yasbieich- Hashem will provide him with the “cream 
of the crop” and the cream of Hashem’s crop is worth far more 
than anything that one would fight about. 

The Gemarah in Megilla and Bava Kamma convey this 
very idea by telling us that kol hama’aver al midosov, maavirin 
mimenu kol  pesha’av – a person who can overlook wrongdoings 
against him will have all his sins removed from him.  

R’ Akiva Eisenstadt | Rosh HaKollel
ENTROPY AND PEACE 
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If we would be able to restrain our responses to perceived 
wrong, if we would only contain ourselves and overlook for the 
sake of Hashem, and our sanity, then we ourselves would stand 
to gain the most, as Hashem will look very kindly upon us. 

Rabbi Yissochar Frand tells over a wonderful story 
regarding two neighbors: Reuvain and Shimon.  Every morning 
Reuvain would get the paper delivered to his front doorstep. 
The paper would arrive at 730 am but Reuvain wouldn’t open 
his door till 745 to get his own paper. Shimon, his kind next 
door neighbor, would wait every day for Reuvain’s paper to 
come and he would run, take it, read it , refold and place it 
right back on Reuvain’s front step. 

One day Reuvain notices that someone is reading his 
paper and by sleuthing around he catches Shimon in the 
act. “What are you doing to my paper” asks Reuvain, “oh, I 
thought you wouldn’t mind” responds Shimon “what’s the big 
deal you don’t read it to 745 anyways!” and this results in a 
big fight between the previously friendly neighbors. 

Finally Reuvain goes to his Rov and asks him for advice 
on the matter.  The Rov tells Reuvain “I hear the story and it 
must be so very distressful for you, but I have a great idea on 
how to solve this issue. You should go out and buy Shimon a 
subscription to the paper! How much does it cost already and 
you’ll end up saving yourself, your neighbor and your families 

from the strife of years to come.  Although Reuvain was not too 
thrilled at the Rov’s proposal, he runs out and does exactly as 
his Rov suggested. The next morning two papers show up, one 
at Reuvain’s door and one at Shimon’s. As Shimon is ready to 
“borrow” Reuvain’s paper he sees a paper on his front stoop. 
Realizing that Reuvain must have been the one that ordered 
it for him, he makes a beeline to Reuvain’s home and restores 
the relationship that they once had.

And even if you wouldn’t go so far as to buy a subscription 
for your obviously inconsiderate neighbor, would you do so 
for someone closer to you?

Would an active,  conscientious, and thought out effort be 
the right approach for one’s marriage? How about one’s kids? 
Parents? Siblings?  

If left to itself, even those relationships can fade into the 
test of time and follow the laws of entropy. Yet, with patience, 
and gratitude and the realization that we, for the most part, 
can positively affect the relationships we have, we can fix the 
breach and mend the fences. 

As the very last Mishneh in Shas states “Lo Motzah 
Hakodesh Baruch Hu K’li Machzik Berachah L’Yisroel 
elah Shalom” Hashem did not find a vessel for blessing 
except for peace.
Have a great Shabbos.

   

R’ Akiva Eisenstadt

B’racha Rishona/Achrona on Ice Cream

Q: What are the halochos concerning making a b’rocha 
rishona on ice cream cake?

A: If one is eating ice cream cake he recites a mezonos on 
the cake,1 and then recites a shehakol on the ice cream. This 
is because the taful (ice cream) in this case still retains its 
identity and is not transformed into part of the ikur (cake). 
If the ice cream was only a minute amount of the cake, then 
one would make only a mezonos. If one is unsure of which 
category it falls under the Poskim2 advise making a shehakol 
on something else.

Q: Does the same halacha apply to eating an ice cream 
cone?

A: In the discussion of an ice cream cone it is definitely clearer 
that the ice cream is the ikur, therefore requiring a shehakol. 
In the event that the cone is tasteless, no mezonos would be 

made afterward as it is there merely to hold the ice cream. A 
sugar cone though, would require a mezonos.3 

Q: What should one do when eating an ice cream sandwich 
where he desires both, the ice cream and the wafer?

A: One would first make a mezonos on the wafer and then 
make a shehakol on the ice cream.4

Q: May one travel from room to room while eating an ice 
cream cone or does he require a new b’rocha in each new 
place?

A: Since it is difficult to always remain in one room,5 one 
may move from room to room providing that at the time of 
the b’rocha he had this in mind,6 or that the first room is still 
visible from his current location7.

Q: Should one make a b’rocha achrona (after b’rocha) on 
ice cream or ices?

HALACHIC PERSPECTIVES: ICE CREAM & ICES
R’ Heshy Kahan|Chaver HaKollel
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HALACHIC PERSPECTIVES: ICE CREAM & ICES

A: Since there is a dispute amongst the Poskim as to how 
quickly one must finish 3.3 oz. of liquid in order to suffice a 
b’rocha achrona, unless one finishes that amount within 30 
seconds (which is usually not the practical reality) he should 
not make a borai nefoshos on his ice cream cone or ices.  

Q: Should one make a b’rocha on an ice cream dessert if 
he washed for that seudah?

A: Some state that even though almost all foods are covered 
by the hamotzie, a regular shehakol should be made prior to 
eating dessert.8  Others yet hold that an ice cream is a mere 
drink in a frozen form and just as one doesn’t make another 
b’rocha on a drink after washing for his meal so too he 
wouldn’t for ice cream just as well.

Ice Cream/Ices on Shabbos

Q: May one rip open the package of an ice cream cone on 
Shabbos?

A: In general ripping open packages in a destructive fashion 
for a food item is permitted on Shabbos,  so ripping open this 
wrapper would be permitted. When initially opening an entire 
box of these cones one should make sure that the box is ripped 
in a destructive fashion just as well. 

Q: Is there anything else that one should be cognizant of 
when opening these packages?

A: While ripping through words printed on packaging may 
possibly violate the melacha of mechikah (erasing),  if there 
are merely pretty patterns on the packaging (i.e. zig zags, criss 
cross lines) there is no need to have any Halachic concerns. 

Q: May one separate one “freeze pop” ices from another 
in the situation where they are horizontally connected via 
perforation?

A: Since one would be putting on the “final touch” on the ices 
when separating them he may be transgressing the melacha of 
m’akeh b’patish  and should best avoid this on Shabbos.  

Q: Is there any issue with eating an “igloo”  ices on 
Shabbos?

A: One may open an igloo ices (preferably with one’s teeth) 
as the wrapper is not a real kli as it will almost immediately 
be disposed of.  However the type of ices that is long and oval 
with a recessed section in middle (in order to break it into two 
pieces) should not be used on Shabbos unless it was broken 

beforehand, so as to avoid the melacha of mechataich. 

Q: May one unwrap the packaging of his ices/ice cream 
cone in a way that it will also serve to catch the drips so 
as to avoid soiling his hands, or would this be “creating a 
kli”?

A: One would be permitted to do this even if this was his 
intent when he opened the package. 

Q: May one make ice on Shabbos?

A: While some Poskim permit making ice only in extenuating 
circumstances,  there are many who permit one to make ice 
on condition that it is being placed in the freezer for Shabbos 
use only and not in preparation for later on during the week.  

FOOTNOTES

1. M.B. 208:23
2. Piskai Halacha Hilchos B’rochos Chapter 7 footnote 55
3. Although Mezonos is generally always considered the Ikur, 

nonetheless eating the cone first is not a viable option in our 
case.

4. Igros Moshe O.C. 4:43
5. Biur Halacha 178:1 D”h B’Bayis
6. Rema O.C. 178:1
7. Aruch Hashulchan 178:10
8. Shevet Halevy 1:205, V’sain B’racha, Psak B’shem R’ Shlomo 

Zalmen Aurbauch Zt”l, and R’ Elyashiv zt”l pg. 87, 74.
9. S.A. 314:8

10. SSK”H 9:3 footnote 20
11. Kilkeles Shabbos Meleches Mochek:33
12.  Zachor V’Shamor section 33 pg. 13, SSK”H 28 footnote 8
13. Although the Shmiras Shabbos K’Hilchasah allows one to 

separate connected yogurts from another and is not concerned 
about tikun kli this should be asked to one’s personal halachic 
authority on how to proceed

14. Oral Psak heard from R’ Dovid Ribiat Shlita and R’ Simcha 
Bunim Cohen Shlita

15. Those are the mini ices that come in these rectangular shaped 
plastic wrappers usually imported from Eretz Yisroel

16.  S.A. 314:8, M.A. 314:13, SSK”H 9:4
17.  Oral Psak heard from R’ Yitzchok Berkowitz based on M.B. 

340:41
18. Oral Psak heard from R’ Simcha Bunim Cohen Shlita based on 

a Psak of R’ Shlomo Zalman Aurbach Zt”l
19. Based on the Rama 318:16
20.  Tzitz Eliezer 6:34, written Psak from R’ Moshe Fienstein 

ZT”L

R’ Heshy Kahan
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PARSHAS KORACH
Rabbi Avraham Greenwald

The Pasuk tells us that Moshe brought out all the sticks 
from before Hashem to all the Yidden and each Nasi took 

his staff. Why did each Nasi bring his stick home? Why didn’t 
he throw it away? And why does the Torah report this to us? 

The Gemara (Nedarim 39b) brings the following 
exchange: When Korach challenged Moshe, the sun and 
moon ascended to a higher heaven and said to Hashem: “If 
you will render justice on behalf of Moshe, we will illuminate 
the earth, but if you will not render justice on behalf of Moshe, 
then we will discontinue our service. At that moment, Hashem 
hurled arrows and spears at the sun and moon and said “Each 
day people bow down to idols and you do not protest for my 
honor and now you are protesting for the honor of Moshe! 
The sun and moon accepted the rebuke; from then on the 
sun and moon refuse to illuminate the world - on account 
of idol worship - until Hashem hurls arrows at them forcing 
them to do their task. How do we understand the connection 
between Korach’s challenge and the sun and moon’s refusal 
to illuminate the world?

Chasam Sofer explains that Korach wished to come closer 
to Hashem and therefore wished to be the Kohen Gadol. Yet, 
his argument is considered an argument that was not for the 
sake of Heaven. Why so? Because one whose sole wish is to 
do the will of Hashem, does not care which job he is given. 
Rather, he will do the best job he can do at the post he was 
given. Korach had the ability to reach his full potential in 
the job he was given. The fact that he wished to change his 
job and be a Kohen Gadol demonstrated that his intent was 
not solely for the sake of Heaven - he had his own personal 
interests in mind!

The Daas Sofer says that this is the point of the interchange 
between the sun and moon and Hashem. The sun and moon 
argued that we too wish to be higher in Heaven and closer 
to You. Still, we go out each day and do our job. If you do 
justice on behalf of Moshe, demonstrating that one must do 
his job and fulfill the will of Hashem, then we will continue 
to do so as well. However, if You let Korach get away with 
his challenge, demonstrating that one has the right to serve 
Hashem as he sees fit, even when it is not His will, then we too 
will stay with You and not go down to earth to illuminate it.

This is why each Nasi took his stick. Each one realized 
what their job was and went home happily. They did not look 
at it as if Ahron had won the trophy and they had lost. Rather, 
each shevet took home their personal trophy - demonstrating 
their willingness to fulfill Hashem’s will in whatever capacity 
it may be (Ohr HaMoadim). 

Moshe said “In the morning it will be known…” Hashem 

divided His world with boundaries. Can you turn morning 
into evening? So you will be able to void the Kehunah. The 
pasuk says that Hashem separated between day and night, 
and, in the same way, the pasuk says that Hashem separated 
Ahron to sanctify him (Rashi). In other words, every aspect of 
the world plays a role. The world could not exist if each part 
would mix into another part’s job. It is the same with each 
person in this world. Each person has his own unique job to 
bring about kevod Shamayim. Ahron’s job is Kehunah; your 
job is Leviyah. The ultimate goal of revealing Hashem’s glory 
in this world can be reached only if each person does the job 
that was tailor made for him.

One of the matters discussed after the Korach incident 
is the bris melach, the salt covenant – salt must always be 
on the mizbei’ach. This too brings out this point. Initially 
all the water was together. Hashem then separated the upper 
and lower waters. The lower waters were jealous of the 
upper waters which are closer to Hashem. Hashem therefore 
said, your water will be used on the mizbei’ach for nissuch 
hamayim and salt will always be on the mizbei’ach. The 
point is the same. It is not for us to decide how to get close 
to Hashem. The way to get close to Hashem is by fulfilling 
our unique potential in bringing about kevod Shamayim. The 
upper waters may be in closer proximity to Hashem, but the 
lower waters are no less important – its water and salt brings 
about kevod shamayim through the mizbei’ach.

The copper from the fire-pans of the 250 people were 
made into a covering for the mizbei’ach. Chizkuni says that it 
was not made as a covering over the walls of the mizbei’ach. 
Rather, up to this point, there was no roof on the mizbei’ach. 
The copper of these pans was used to make a roof over the 
hollow portion of the mizbei’ach. The pasuk says that this 
covering was a reminder to Bnei Yisrael – zikaron livnei 
Yisrael. Mishchas Shemen explains that this was a reminder 
to each person to focus on their own job and potential. A roof 
signifies a boundary; you can get as high as this and no higher. 
One must fulfill his potential without jumping to what he 
thinks is a higher post. 

I saw the following from Rabbi Frand: Korach, his family, 
and followers were swallowed up never to be seen again. 
The Gemara [Shabbos 152] mentions that there is a sin for 
which a person totally decays after his death. On the pasuk 
“The rot of bones is jealousy” [Mishlei 14:30], the Gemara 
comments that whoever possesses the attribute of jealousy, 
not only will their body rot after death but even their bones 
will rot. Korach’s revolt stemmed from jealousy. As a result, 
his punishment was that which the Gemara proscribes for 
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anyone afflicted with jealousy -- total decomposition. What is 
the relationship between the crime and the punishment? What 
is the connection between the attribute of jealousy and the fact 
that a person’s bones rot? By definition, anyone who is jealous 
of another is denying is own identity. If a person is satisfied 
and happy with whom he is, there is no need to be jealous 
of somebody else. There is no point in Reuven having what 
Shimon has because it is not ‘him’. A person is never jealous 
of someone else’s prescription glasses. Clearly it is the other 
fellow’s prescription. They will not work for the other person. 
If there is one part of the human body that symbolizes who 

a person is and what constitutes his essence, it is his bones 
(Atzamos). The word ‘etzem’ means bones but it also means 
essence. The punishment for a person who is jealous and who 
denies his essence is that his Atzamos -- his bones, but more 
to the point his essence -- will be decomposed. The antidote 
to protect oneself from jealousy is realizing that we are placed 
on this earth for a purpose. Hashem has granted us and gifted 
us with all that we need to fulfill that purpose. When someone 
is jealous of someone else, he is jealous of something that is 
irrelevant and totally inappropriate to his unique position and 
function in this world.

Rabbi Avraham Greenwald

WEEKLY INSIGHTS
R’ Aharon Finkelstein  Chaver HaKollel

Let us try to understand what controversy is by first 
looking at what peace is. On the surface if there was no 

tumult, no strife, and no disagreement, one might believe that 
this is indicative of peace. Yet from a religious perspective, 
if there are two people arguing a halachic position, each one 
having the aim of Hashem and truth in mind, then there entire 
argument is considered the epitome of peace. It is within that 
common goal of serving the Divine that a people can find 
serenity, it is knowing that you are a part of the whole, doing 
what you are required for the greater good, that one can find 
tranquility within himself.

 We learn in the Talmud (Taanis 31a), “In the future the 
Holy One, Blessed is He, will make a circle of all the righteous 
people and He will sit among them in the middle of the circle, 
in the Garden of Eden.” The profound sense of this statement 
is that the encirclement is a revelation of Hashem to all the 
righteous Jews, each one will be able to perceive the Divine 
light, each of their ways is accepted.

 The Chafetz Chaim explains that two righteous 
individuals with diametrically opposed views would find 
themselves facing each other across the circle. What each 
of these righteous individuals will realize is that he and the 
person that he is opposed to are equidistant from the center. 
Meaning that as long as each person has Hashem in mind, his 
way and that of another can both be right and received.

 Yet there may be those that present an opposition and 
require rebuke since their position is not even within the circle, 
but outside and far from Hashem. Those that find themselves 
outside are not there to present resistance for a greater good, 
but instead to present a way that is absent of what G-d wants 
or absent of G-d all together.

 Korach stepped outside of the circle. He vehemently 
argued against Moshe and Aharon and their leadership, 

making a debacle of the word of G-d and what Hashem had 
wanted and prescribed. He got lost in an argument which was 
masked in selflessness and religiosity, but was nothing more 
than a man which could not stand seeing someone else in 
power while he was not. The events pulled the strings of anger 
within his heart, reweaving a tapestry within his mind of why 
it was right to rebel against the Divine providence of what 
should be. This episode not only, demonstrates a wrong in 
rebellion but gives us a deep insight into the workings of the 
human psyche. It demonstrates how emotion can be so fallibly 
misconstrued through the prism of intellect alone. It shows us 
that before we begin to use this powerful gift of mental ability, 
we must first have it aligned with the appropriate perspective.

 A basic concept that each of us need to be acquainted with 
is that belief must precede our intellect. Bringing the word 
of Hashem to the earthly sphere, analyzing its rationale and 
logic, allows for us to fall victim to reason via natural forces 
and make mistakes. Belief must be the initial consideration, 
knowing that the situations and challenges in life is what 
Hashem wants and accepting it as such allows us to have a 
proper outlook.

 It is Hashem that assembles the puzzle pieces of the 
events that influences our lives which creates the situations 
that surrounds us. Rabbi Shalom Arush states, “To effectively 
use our intellectual power, we must first remember that 
anyone or anything that influences our lives, for better or for 
worse, is merely Hashem’s messenger and an agent for Divine 
Will. Once we stand firmly on this basic tenet of belief, we are 
ready to activate our intellectual prowess, according to Torah, 
and attempt to understand Hashem’s message that is cloaked 
within a given occurrence.”

 If we look at the times that we feel we have been 
overlooked, at times where we thought we were deserving 
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R’ Aharon Finkelstein

R’ Boruch Yechiel Schreiber
PARSHAS KORACH; IN THE PRESENCE OF GREATNESS

After the episode with Korach and his assembly, Hashem 
told Moshe to gather from the Nasi of each Shevet  their 

stick, with their name inscribed on it. All the sticks should be 
placed before Hashem in the Ohel Moed. The Torah describes 
what will then take place; the one who is chosen by Hashem, 
his stick will sprout flowers.

The Baal Haturim in Parshas V’aeira brings a fascinating 
Midrash. The Midrash says that just as the staff of Ahron 
swallowed the Egyptian sorcerers’ staffs in front of Paroh, so 
too Ahron’s stick swallowed up all the other staffs of the other 
Nesi’im in our Parsha. The Baal Haturim says it is for this 

reason the other sticks didn’t sprout any flowers, since they 
were swallowed up by Ahron’s staff.

This Midrash seems to imply that if the sticks of the 
other Shevatim would have been around, they would have 
surely also sprouted flowers, just like Aaron’s stick. The only 
reason they didn’t is because they weren’t around, but rather 
swallowed up by Ahron’s stick. What is the Midrash telling us 
here? There lies an important message in these words. Had all 
the other sticks been around in the presence of holiness in the 
Mishkan, this would have influenced them to become better 
and they would have also sprouted flowers. Only because they 

of consideration, adulation, or promotion and did not get it, 
we must understand that Hashem is there besides us. It could 
be that we are completely worthy of it and that our family, 
friends, or employer are wrong in their actions or maybe 
they are right and we do not see why, but either way there is 
something that we can derive from the occurrence when we 
pause for reflection and accept it as G-d’s will for it to be. We 
must truly understand that what it is that G-d does for us is 
always for our benefit.

 So in the case of Korah, this is exactly where he went 
wrong. He was bringing unrest within the Jewish society 
because of an unrest within himself. His mind was clamored 
with jealousy, with pride, and a hunger for power. He was 
utilizing his intellect to perceive the situation and rationalized 
the circumstances based on what his heart felt was for him to 
have instead of what Hashem said he needed to be. He took this 
inner angst and he brought it out into the world, contaminating 
those around him with the poison of revolt. He disrupted their 
thought, their behavior, and warped their belief. It was all to 
satisfy a personal need and a personal desire.  What Korach 
should have done was to first rationalize the events through 
the prism of belief in Hashem instead of through the prism of 
his ego. It would be in that way that he could have more easily 
accepted his position of what was required of him instead of 
focusing on what he thought he deserved.

 Human beings may fall victim to jealousy of others, lust 
for power, and haughtiness in their conduct. When confronting 
these emotional episodes through the scope of belief in 
Hashem, we can turn those feelings into a message that will 
help us to grow from them. We will seek to understand and 
to strengthen our resolve and spiritual perspective. We may 
be able to utilize the seemingly negative energies that stem 
from these feelings and turn it into positive energy, one that 

contributes instead of devastates, one that builds instead of 
destroys. This approach means that one must work on himself 
and his inner compass that directs his outward actions. He 
must realize his place and serve Hashem by accepting what is 
required from him, instead of forcing his way and serving his 
own self-indulgence.

Let us look at this story:
Once there was a man with a five year old son who 

constantly interrupted him while he was reading. Finally, 
not wanting to be bothered anymore he grabbed a page with 
a map of the world and tore it out. He ripped the map into 
many pieces and gave it to his son, telling him not to return 
until the map was reconstructed as it was originally. With that 
said he went back to his reading, comfortable that now he 
had afforded himself many hours of calm and quiet. Fifteen 
minutes later the child came in jovial and cheerful with the 
map perfectly constructed and completed. His father looked 
at him in absolute shock “How were you able to do that? How 
did you put the map perfectly together so fast?” The little boy 
replied ‘It was simple Dad, on the other side of the map was a 
picture of a person, once I was able to put the person together, 
the world simply fell into place.”

 The inner strife may come down to a battle of wills. It 
is what your will and the Will of your creator. The harmony 
of mind, body, and soul is when we trust and believe fully in 
Hashem. It is when we are able to construct our essence in the 
mold of absolute faith that allows acceptance and growth. We 
need to work on ourselves, we must keep our outlook clear, 
and we must make our wants align with what Hashem wants 
in order to find peace.

When each individual attains peace within himself, the 
peace of the world is able to follow. 
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R’ Boruch Yechiel Schreiber

were consumed by Ahron’s stick and they weren’t influenced 
by the holy surroundings did they not have this affect. 

The Arizal reveals to us that the words “Tzadik Katamar 
Yifrach; the righteous will sprout like a date tree”, spells with 
the last letter of each word, the name “KORACH”. We can 
suggest that the message is in line with this Midrash. Every 
Tzadik is capable of sprouting flowers, with one stipulation – 
he stays away from Korach and any negative influence. The 
spelling of Korach with the last letter of each word indicates 
the importance of putting Korach at the end, away from the 
Tzadik so as not to provide any influence. 

We find this concept similarly in the Midrash. The 
Midrash relates that during the time of the destruction of the 
second Bais Hamikdash, our enemies were scared to enter the 
Bais Hamikdash and urged Yosef Meshisah, a renegade Jew, 
to enter first. As a reward they offered him to keep anything he 
finds. When he exited with the golden Menorah, they reneged 
on their promise, and insisted he go back and take something 
else instead.

At this point, the Midrash relates, Yosef wouldn’t go back 
in. They whipped him relentlessly but he refused stating “is it 
not enough that I have angered my creator one time, how can 
I do it again?”  He was killed Al kiddush Hashem.

The Midrash is difficult to understand. Yosef Meshisah 
was a known Rasha. The Midrash calls him a “traitor” of Kal 
Yisroel. It seems that when he was asked to enter the Bais 
Hamikdash and remove the Menorah, he had no problem 
doing so. What happened the second time?  Why did he refuse 
to such an extent that they punished him unremittingly, but he 
wouldn’t budge? 

Says the Ponovezer Rav ZTL, there is one thing that took 
place after he went in the first time. He went in. The mere 
fact that he entered such a holy place had such an impact on 
him, and infused him with such kedusha, that he just couldn’t 
do it again. 

This teaches us the effect one gets from his environment. 
When in the presence of kedusha, the person is permeated 
with kedusha. Unfortunately the other way around is also 
true. When in the presence of impurity, it will have a negative 
effect. 

Perhaps this lesson is apropos after the incident of Korach. 
Rashi tells us that the Bnei Reuvein got schlepped into Korach’s 
argument because they were neighbors with Korach during 
the traveling in the midbar. Oh Lirasha , Oh lishcheino. Woe 
is to the wicked, woe is to his neighbor. A person is influenced 
both for good and bad from his surroundings. Shevet Revuein 
were negatively influenced. The Torah is teaching us with the 

lesson of these sticks, that one should surround himself with 
holiness, so it will have the proper effect on him.

Korach and his people were punished by being swallowed 
up alive in the ground. The Torah says “a new creation was 
created” to absorb them. This is a unique punishment we don’t 
find anywhere else. Possibly it is because Korach infused 
such negative influence on his surroundings that he had to 
be eradicated and removed form society so as not to further 
impact his environment. 

In Pirkei Avos (6:9) Rav Yosef Ben Kisma said, “Once I 
was walking on the road and I met a man who greeted me and 
asked me from where I come from. I told him from a great city 
of scholars and sages”. He said to me, “Would you be willing 
to live with us at our place. I would give you a million dinars 
of gold and precious stones and pearls”. Rav Yosef answered 
him “Even if you were to give me all the gold and silver in 
the entire world I would not dwell anywhere except a place 
of Torah”. 

This Mishna underscores the importance of living in the 
environment of Torah. Why would Rav Yosef turn down an 
offer to receive all the money in the world? Wouldn’t it be 
wise for him to accept this offer and use the funds to create 
and to build his own Mokom Torah. The answer is because 
Rav Yosef understood the value of being influenced by the 
holiness and purity of a Mokom Torah. No money in the world 
could compensate for this. 

When choosing a place to live, or a shul to daven and 
learn etc. let us remember it is not only the amenities that 
matter. The environment and atmosphere are equally if not 
more important. We must make sure they are conducive  to 
providing us with a positive influence so we can grow in our 
surroundings. 



10 THE SHTIEBLE

60 SECONDS OF TORAH: KORACH -- IN PURSUIT OF PEACE

REBEL WITHOUT A CAUSE

R’ Rafi Mollot

Parshas Korach features the rebellion of Korach and his 
cohort against Moshe and Aharon (BaMidbar 16). They 

complain that Moshe and Aharon have unfairly usurped 
positions of power when in fact Hashem has imbued all 
the congregation with holiness, and no individual should 
hold uneven sway over the others. Remarkably, we find 
that although vilified by Korach and his men, Moshe and 
Aharon display utmost humility throughout the episode, and 
model for all generations how to pursue peace in contentious 
circumstances. Aharon, as a prime example, speaks not a word 
of rebuttal throughout this section, though certainly subject to 
heavy criticism from Korach and his mob. Aharon remains 
silent, understanding that to argue would only fan flames of 

malcontent, while Aharon only wished to pursue a path of 
peace. In fact, Jewish tradition calls Aharon, “Lover of Peace 
and Pursuer of Peace” (Avos 1:12). Even Moshe, from whom 
the situation required a response, acts humbly. Moshe attempts 
to mollify his adversaries with overtures of peace, reaching 
out to them, hoping they would reconsider their participation 
in this conflict, though his attempts were rebuffed (BaMidbar 
16:12). The stubbornness of Korach and his cohort, and their 
unwillingness to resolve their conflict peaceably, led to their 
downfall, while Hashem uplifted those who walked humbly. 
May we absorb the lesson of this unfortunate episode in our 
history, and always choose the path of humility over hubris.

Based on Shla”h, Parshas Korach

Yerucham Reich

From the moment we wake up in the morning until we close 
our eyes in sleep at night, all day, we do things that are 

different from everyone else, rituals, observances, that often 
appear weird or odd to others. Even if we spend our workdays 
out there in the world, even if we do the same kind of work 
others do, we are identifiably different -- in our dress, in our 
eating habits, in the little prayers we recite before and after we 
eat anything, even upon emerging from the washroom, in our 
speech, and hopefully, in our general behavior as well. And 
we live this way for a compelling reason. It has kept us alive, 
and it has kept us connected to our God all these thousands 
of years. 

The Ribbono Shel Olam, with a great manifestation of 
might and miracles, brought our ancestors out of bondage 
in Egypt, and, at Mount Sinai, revealed Himself to them (to 
us), and taught them (us) how we must live.  3500 years later 
we continue to serve Him, to live our lives according to His 
mandates, and to hold the same core beliefs that preceded 
even the Exodus, in what is, in essence, the same way since 
those ancient times. Forms have changed (the text of prayers, 
for example), but the core has not.  And we know that what we 
believe, and what we do, our Torah and the life we have built 
from it and around it, has remained true, because we have an 
unbroken chain of mesorah, transmitted from generation to 
generation.

This mesorah is doubly secure. It is the product of two 
parallel sources that have remained steadfast and true to 
each other throughout history. Every generation of Jews, 
in every place that Jews remain Jews, is the beneficiary of 

the generation before faithfully transmitting this truth to its 
offspring, in every family that retains its Judaism, parents and 
grandparents to children and grandchildren. My forefathers 
stood at the foot of Mount Sinai and heard the voice of God. 
What they saw and heard, what transformed them into the 
Nation of the Torah, they faithfully passed on to their children, 
as did the subsequent generations, until today. My father 
and mother taught me, they passed on to me what they had 
received, and they were not liars, nor were their own parents. 
Families that fail to perpetuate this truth fall away from the 
Jewish Nation, and have become lost among the nations. 

The parallel track of mesorah that validates and keeps 
it safe, true and correct, is, of course, the scholarly one, the 
faithful and comprehensive transmission of the Torah, the 
“sea of Talmud”, the Law and its scholarship, the principles of 
faith and their scholarship, the traditions and their scholarship, 
by its guardians in each generation, our rabbis and Torah 
scholars. This mesorah is historic, specific, and trackable all 
the way back to the beginning. 

Each of these tracks, reliable but not quite independent 
on its own, come together, potentiating each other, to ensure 
that the nation that observes the Torah today, Oral Law as well 
as Written, is the same Torah Nation as its ancestors at Sinai. 
Whatever the depredations, the vicissitudes, the suppressions, 
the dispersions, the persecutions, and even the internal 
schisms, enough of the Nation held fast so that we remain 
today in possession of an intact Tradition. It is Truth.

The Torah leaders understand that it takes the dedication 
and the loyalty of each generation, the families of Israel, to 
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pursue that learning and those practices, and to pass it on to 
their children. And the families of Israel understand that it 
takes the punctilious dedication to Torah scholarship by the 
Torah leaders to define, keep authentic, and safeguard that 
tradition. Thus, the “unbroken chain”. Each really depends 
upon the other. 

And so the story of Korach presents an early lesson in 
how this process is critical to the perpetuation of Am Yisrael.  

Korach and his cohorts confronted Moshe: what are all 
these arcane rules and regulations you are foisting upon us? 
We too stood at Sinai, we too are holy, we too proclaimed 
“Na’aseh V’nishmah!”, we too received the Torah, we too 
heard the voice of God and the Aseres Hadibros, but we didn’t 
hear anything about blue or white strings on the fringes of our 
garments, or about taking challah, or about giving t’rumah 
and ma’aser. We’re not stupid! You made that all up yourself, 
to make yourself important! And for that matter, who are you 
to assume the “kingship” for yourself, and the high priesthood 
for your brother Aharon? You claim to speak for God, to be 
His servants fulfilling His commands in all this, but you are 
really just empowering and aggrandizing yourselves!

There are many reasons that people rebel. Sometimes 
those reasons are entirely just. And sometimes they are not. 
Popular culture, historically, seems to have a soft spot for 
rebels, those who stand up to powerful authority. But that 
is typically in circumstances where the authority is actually 
authoritarian, and others are suffering under their yoke as 
well. Thus, the rebel represents, at least to some degree, the 
good guys, the regular people, the powerless. And so rebels 
will often present themselves as champions of the weak and 
disenfranchised, of the outsiders, of the marginalized. 

We know that Korach’s motivation was far different. 
Already in a position of honor and privilege, it wasn’t enough 
for him, because Moshe and Aharon had more. He needed the 
spotlight on himself. Already rich, he craved fame and power. 
He craved honor, kavod.  He needed whatever was going on 
to be about himself. 

Since the time of Korach, there have been, sadly, many 
schisms in Klall Yisrael. There have been movements and 
philosophies that have, tragically, seduced and torn away 
segments from the nation that have disappeared into oblivion, 
even as Korach and his followers disappeared into the earth, 
if not as dramatically. The stated purpose of those rebellions 
is never to harm the nation, but to help it. But that is never the 
result. 

Differences of opinion in Torah, for the sake of Heaven, 
in full faith, are normal and respectable. Tearing away at 
the fabric of Torah, denigrating and denying the validity of 
the mesorah and the authority of its true guardians, for the 
sake of being au courant, or “politically correct”, for the 
sake of resonating with a perceived audience, for the sake of 
self importance or self definition, for the sake of fame, for 
the sake of standing out and being different, for the sake of 
recognition and validation by the surrounding culture, whose 
values are alien, even antithetical to our own, is ignominious 
and unforgivable. 

Being a rebel may, in some circles, make one popular. But 
it does not necessarily make one righteous. 

Yerucham Baruch Reich
Parashas  Korach 5776

Yerucham Reich
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