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He remembers the forgotten things - זוכר הנשכחות 
I begin writing by first praising you for your amazing parsha sheet 
that enhances our Shabbos, every Shabbos, and specifically from the 
light of Emunah [faith] that is pointed out in Tiv HaHashgacha as 
nothing happens by mistake, there is a reason for everything and 
everything is measured out and planned to even a hairsbreadth. 
I am pleased to present two stories of Hashgacha Pratis that 
happened to me on one Shabbos: 
First Story: I am privileged to serve in holiness as a gabbai for many 
years in a very large shul in the holy city of Yerushalayim. For several 
years, every Shabbos a young man approaches me before kriyas 
haTorah with a piece of paper. On one side is listed all the sick 
people that need a cure [refuah] and on the other side is listed the 
Jews held captive both in Israel and the rest of the world, so that I 
can make a Mi Shebeirach for them after reading the Torah. Right 
after laining the young man comes to me and takes the paper and 
files it with the previous papers. This Shabbos when I came home I 
realized that he did not take the sheet of paper back from me. I tried 
to find him at Seudah Shlishit but with all the commotion I did not 
find him. After Shabbos, I took the sheet from my Shabbos tallis bag 
and put it in my weekday tallis bag so that I could give it to him 
during the week as the responsibility for it bothered me very much. 
On Sunday I travelled to Meron to daven by the kever of Rebbe 
Shimon bar Yochai. As I was leaving I met a good friend who was in 
Canada and he pleaded with me: “Go now to the kever of the 
daughter buried in Tzefat and say Tehillim for my brother who has 
been in prison for several years and he is innocent, and today they 
are finally reaching a judgment in his case!!!” He finished his request 
and the conversation ended. 
I immediately went to Tzefat to fulfill his request, but I could not 
remember his brother’s name and I had no way to contact him for it. 
I decided that the daughter would know and I would at least try. At 
the kever after saying Tehillim and I was about to say a Mi 
Shebeirach for the brother I remembered that I still had the sheet 
with the names in my tallis bag, I took it out and I found his name on 
the list. 
Second Story: After Seudas Shabbos we were anxiously waiting for 
dessert. In the meantime, we sang for an additional ten minutes to 
fill the time. Eventually, cut fruit was brought out instead of the ice 
cream that we had bought. My daughter, who was a little upset, told 
me, ‘Abba [Father], we tried to scoop out the ice cream for five 
minutes but it was frozen solid and we could not cut into it at all.” 
Suddenly, my six-year-old grandson came in and said: “Look! The 
package is marked ‘Dairy’ [chalavi, milchig]!!!”                        .ב.ש.ה       
 

Tishrei Over the Nation – דתשרי על עמיה 
The story is told of a king whose only son came to him from a 
distant land and the king was overjoyed. All the high-ranking 
officials came to join with the king as he rejoiced with his son, 
however, when the day came for him to leave, when the son 
was forced to leave and set out on his distant journey, the king 
requested that he make a small banquet just for himself and his 
son, for the departure was difficult for him. In those moments, 
the king demonstrated his love for his son and how difficult it 
was for him to let him leave, and so, when the son began his 
journey the yearnings continued to accompany him and the 
entire time he felt the love of his father. 
Chaza”l use this parable to teach the essence of Shemini 
Atzeres, as after we have become so close to HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu through the Yomim Noraim and the holidays, it is as if 
HaKadosh Baruch tells us, ‘your leaving is difficult for Me’ for He 
knows that when we enter our usual daily routine and everyone 
is involved in his own issues, his livelihood, and his family, then 
what will become of all the closeness that we have developed 
until now, and all the good acceptances that we have accepted 
upon ourselves? HaKadosh Baruch Hu wants us to remain close 
to Him all year and we should not be distant from Him. 
Therefore, He gave us the holiday of Shemini Atzeres which is 
similar to the private banquet for the king and his son during 
which he demonstrated his love. By way of a hint, Tzaddikim 
that the piyut of ‘Azamer B’Shvachin’ which was composed by 
the Ari HaKadosh, that the words 'יהא רעוה קמיה דתשרי על ימיה' 
– ‘the influence of Tishrei should spread over the nation’, 
meaning that the month of Tishrei with all its virtues, and 
influences should extend with us over the entire year. 
Here, the son asks, ‘What can I do to remain close to Hashem 
Yisbarach?’ The answer is:  קרוב ה' לכל קוראיו לכל אשר יקראוהו'

 Hashem is close to all who call upon Him’, whenever a‘ – באמת'
person davens to HaKadosh Baruch Hu ‘truly’ from within his 
heart, then he is close to Hashem, similarly when he is learning 
Torah as we have already mentioned several times, that when a 
person sits and learns HaKadosh Baruch Hu sits opposite him 
and learns with him, and every time the person closes the 
Gemara (or any holy sefer), it is as if HaKadosh Baruch Hu tells 
him ‘your departure is difficult for Me’, how much love is in 
these words! If a person will return to HaKadosh Baruch Hu, as it 
were, using the same approach that every time he is forced to 
end his learning, he too says, ‘Your departure is difficult for me’, 
then certainly he will be bound and attached to HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu all his life even when he is not involved in the study 
of Torah. 

- Tiv HaMoadim – Tishrei – After the Holidays 
 

 



 

 

ומוסריולקחיו  –חטא עץ הדעת   
The Sin of the Tree of Knowledge – Its Lessons and Ethics 

 
This parsha describes in detail the topic of Adam HaRishon, formed 
by the hand of HaKadosh Baruch Hu, how he was created after the 
completion of the entire creation, and the sequence of his decline 
to this world because of the sin. Similarly, it is described how we 
were punished by Heaven with death, for through him death came 
down to the world. It is quite fitting to understand why the Torah 
saw to discuss this at length, wasn’t the purpose of the narration of 
the sequence of creation in the Torah to reveal the power of the 
actions of HaKadosh Baruch Hu, and to negate the arguments of the 
nations who claim that Israel stole the land when they conquered 
it, as Rashi mentions in the beginning of the parsha? Then, as per 
this explanation, there was no need to relate the disgrace of Adam 
HaRishon, it could have described the coming down to this world 
without relating that it was because of sin, and if this is so, then we 
must understand why the Torah saw fit to explain the topic of his 
sin in such detail. 
The truth of the matter is that we must know that we cannot 
understand the entire topic of the sin at all, how is this even 
possible that HaKadosh Baruch Hu will create something with His 
own hands that will stumble by sinning against that which he was 
commanded? Rather, certainly, these are not simple matters at all, 
and they fall into the category of ‘do not investigate matters that 
are too wondrous for you’ as it is brought down in the Zohar 
HaKadosh that Rebbe Shimon wanted to elucidate the topic of the 
sin of Adam HaRishon and Adam HaRishon himself revealed himself 
to him and told him not to discuss this at all. Our Chachamim z”l 
(Eruvin 18b) testified regarding that righteous individual that he 
was an exceedingly pious man, and he afflicted himself for one 
hundred and thirty years. However, we are forced to say that there 
is some purpose to this awareness for all generations for if this 
were not so, the Torah would not have revealed his sin. Especially 
since his sin is not understandable to any human being, rather, the 
Torah, which is eternal surely had a reason to relate it and there 
must be a purpose for all future generations, therefore, the 
permission was given to us mortal human beings to understand 
these words and to derive some form of encouragement from the 
details of these things. 
Sometimes, when the Inclination causes a person to stumble and 
sin because of its schemes, it tries to prove itself so that when a 
person comes to be involved in Torah or Tefillah it opposes the 
person by saying, ‘Aren’t you the one that did such and such a 
thing, how can you now expect to come and pour out your heart 
and speak before your Creator?’ As the Tzaddikim have said, 
sometimes the Inclination causes a person to stumble with a sin, 
and its intent has nothing to do with that sin, rather, its intention is 
from the result, that is, the profit from the sin is very small as 
compared to the profit from the result of the actions afterwards. 
The actual sin is only like a utensil in the hand which comes to hold 
the person back from performing other mitzvos and good deeds, 
when it stands before him and reminds him that he had 
transgressed this and that sin, what value does his mitzvos have, 
and in this way, it stops him from involving himself in the Torah 
several times.       
Since this is so, the Torah informs us that there is no person on 
earth who is so righteous that he only does good and does not sin. 
Even Adam HaRishon who was formed by the hand of HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu, stumbled with sin, and from this awareness there is an 
opening argument against the Inclination which is teasing him. 
 

 At that very moment while garbed in the brazenness of sanctity, 
and respond before it ‘that a Jew who sins is still a Jew, and if you 
want to place a blemish on my service because I was a sinner, you 
should know that even one formed by the hand of HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu was in the category of being a sinner, and even so he 
was considered a great, pious individual and his deeds were 
accepted by his Creator, and if this is so, then leave me alone now 

when I want to fulfill what was commanded me by my Creator’.  
We also learn from this story the extent of the power of Teshuva 
[Repentance]. When HaKadosh Baruch Hu warned the Man not to 
eat from the Tree of Knowledge, He said to him (2:17),  כי ביום אכלך'

 ’for on the day you eat of it, you shall surely die‘ – ממנו מות תמות'
we usually interpret that a day to HaKadosh Baruch Hu is one 
thousand years as we see that even though Adam HaRishon 
ultimately sinned, still, his life was extended for 930 years [aside 
from the seventy years that he gifted to Dovid HaMelech], 
according to this we find the Adam’s punishment was exactly as 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu warned him to begin with. However, Rabban 
Shimon bar Yochai does not explain it like this in the Zohar 
HaKadosh. According to Rebbe Shimon the decree that Adam 
HaRishon would die was already previously in place, and that which 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu told him that on the day you eat of it, you 
shall surely die is taken literally, however, once he did Teshuva his 
judgment was sweetened and HaKadosh Baruch Hu said that things 
had changed ‘for on the day you eat of it’ for on the day of 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu it is possible to lengthen his days. Rebbe 
Shimon says that this is simply not possible – that Teshuva would 
not help to nullify the punishment of Adam, and even if the decree 
were before him, Teshuva still has the power to nullify it and if 
death were the very punishment for this sin, it would have been 
negated in the merit of the Teshuva of Adam. Thus, it is a certain 
proof that death was decreed before the sin and the warning was 
literally for on the day of eating from it, and the Teshuva of Adam 
helped for this, and it lengthened his life and it was only through 
the power of Teshuva that the words of HaKadosh Baruch Hu were 
explained in a different way. 
From here we see the extent of the power of Teshuva, for at that 
time the teaching about Teshuva had not yet been given, and even 
so, since he repented and confessed his sin, immediately his 
punishment was nullified from upon him, although HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu had already announced his punishment, still, the power 
of Teshuva overcame the decree of the King of the World and gave 
him his life to live. 
The Zohar similarly explains the matter of Kayin, for after he killed Hevel 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu decreed upon him and said (4:12), 'נע ונד תהיה בארץ' - 
‘You shall become a wanderer and an exile on earth’ yet, in actuality these 
words were not fulfilled as we see afterwards that it states about him  וישב'

 and he settled in the land of wandering’ and the Torah hints‘ – בארץ נוד'
with this that 'נד' was fulfilled but 'נע' was not fulfilled even though the 
words were decreed by the King of the World, still, since Kayin did Teshuva 
immediately his judgment was erased and his punishment was cut in half. 
The Zohar HaKadosh points out that the power of Teshuva is so great that 
even if a person is deserving of one of the four death penalties meted out 
by the court down here, when of course Teshuva does not help and the 
court must go through with the punishment, still, if his Teshuva is from the 
depth of his heart, he will be forgiven without death and then HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu will work things out and He will find another way to delay his 
death, that is, there might be contradictory testimony from the witnesses, 
and although in truth the witnesses have testified truthfully, still they will 
be contradictory and he will be exonerated. 
This is what the Torah wants to teach us by relating this story, that the 
power of Teshuva is very strong and nothing can stand before it. 
  
 


