
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ושננתם לבניך ודברת בם )ו:ז(
You (plural) shall teach them well to your children and you (singular)  

shall speak of them (6:7) 
The Posuk seems grammatically incorrect— it should stay consistent and 

read "ודברו בם" – “and you (plural) shall speak of them.” Meaning that the first part of 
the Posuk is a team effort and the second part of the Posuk is directed at the father. 
The reason is that if a father wants to instill in his sons to learn Torah and to keep 
the Torah and Mitzvos in purity, he must first and foremost do it himself and he 
should be a living example for them. Once a man came to the Admor, Rebbe 
Menachem Mendel of Kotzk, asking for a Brachah for his son that he should learn 
well. The Admor told him that the best Segulah for this is if he sat down and learned 
Torah himself!                                                                                 (Umatuk HaOhr) 
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 לכל זמן ועת
 

Moshe cautions us not to add or remove anything to the borders that the Torah set for 

us (4:1-3). The Sforno expounds on this concern. A person should not think that they are 

above the letter of the law, even if they feel that the underlying basis of caution may not 

be applicable to them. For example, the people who sinned at Baal Pe’or were not 

planning on doing Avodah Zara, nor did they even entertain it as a possibility. They 

started with feeding their desires, and before they could turn around, they ended up 

worshiping idols. Had they not taken the calculated risk, assuring themselves that idolatry 

was out of the question and just kept with Hashem’s caution, they would not have sinned. 

There is great value and depth to the borders set by Hashem in the Torah and through 

Chazal. Even if we may not understand them completely, if we start to assume we  

can survive with fewer boundaries, we are bound to lose control and end up  

doing Aveiros, R”L.  
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                Candle Lighting: 7:29  

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 9:00   Gra: 9:36 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:43 

Chatzos: 12:59       Sh'kiah: 7:46 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 8:30 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 8:59  

                                                 (some say 9:15) 
 
 

 
                Next Week: Eikev 
              Candle Lighting: 7:19 

This week is Shabbos Nachamu, named after the Haftorah which 

begins with the words spoken by the Navi Yeshayah: Nachamu, Nachamu 

Ami, Yomar Elokeichem, Be comforted, be comforted My people, so says 

[Hashem] your G-d. Why does Yeshaya say the word Nachamu twice? 

The Mabit in his commentary on Perek Shira answers that typically, 

Nechamah, comfort, does not restore the situation to its previous state. The 

damage is still there, but the consolation helps ease the pain. Hashem is 

telling Klal Yisroel that He will bestow upon us two Nechamos, two 

consolations. The first one is that when we are in Galus, Hashem will also 

go into Galus with us as a support and comfort. This is a typical 

Nechamah, as the situation does not change, but it is easier to tolerate. The 

second Nechamah is beyond a regular Nechamah. It is promise from 

Hashem that eventually He will bring us back to Eretz Yisroel and rebuild 

the third Bais HaMikdash. That is why the Pasuk says in future tense, 

Yomar Elokeichem, because the second Nechamah will take place only in 

the future, may it happen quickly! 

 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 
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       Shabbos Treasures  
      The Precious Gift of Shabbos 

       B’Kitzur… 
      A Quick Look at Hilchos Tefilah 

What happens if the Baal Koreh shows the one getting the Aliyah 

the place to start from, and the Oleh says the Brachos, and when the 

Baal Koreh is about to start Laining, he realizes that he showed the 

Oleh the wrong place? If the correct place was open in front of him 

when he said the Brachos, even if it was on a different column in the 

Torah, even if the Baal Koreh started Laining, he may start reading 

from the correct place. This is because when the person getting the 

Aliyah says the Brachos, he has in mind not only for the place he was 

shown, but also for all that is open in front of him. However, if the 

correct place was not open in front of him but they have to roll the 

Torah to the right place, he has to say the Brachah of Asher Bachar 

Banu again, but not Barchu. Rather, he should start with the words 

Baruch Sheim K’vod Malchuso L’olam Va’ed over his first Brachah, 

because he has said a Brachah L’Vatalah. If the mistake was realized 

after the Oleh only said the words Baruch Atah Hashem, he should end 

with the words: Lamdeini Chukechah, which is a request from Hashem 

for Him to teach us His Torah, and that saves him from saying a 

Brachah L’vatalah. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 23:18) 
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 Middos       
Rav Reuven Karelenstein once visited a great Yid 

in Bnei Brak, a Tzadik named Rav Zev Eidelman, 

who was recovering from an illness. Rav Reuven 

made a glass of tea for him, and the tea was extremely 

hot. Rav Reuven offered to cool it off for him so he 

would be able to drink it, but Rav Zev didn’t let him. 

He said, “Rav Reuven, listen to me. If you are not 

getting warm, then you are cold.” And Rav Zev 

repeated himself, “If you are not always getting 

warm, you are cold!” He explained, our obligation is 

to always get warm with Ruchniyus and to constantly 

strengthen ourselves with learning Torah, Yiras 

Shamayim, and Mussar, and if we are not always 

‘reheating’ ourselves, then we are getting cold, and 

this means that we are falling, and not growing.       

Rav Yisroel Salanter once asked, what is the 

difference between a Tzadik and someone who is not 

a Tzadik? Both of them do Mitzvos, and both learn 

Torah. The answer is that by the Tzadik, he is not 

simply doing what he does only on the outside and for 

what it looks like or what impression he makes on 

others, but it is internally a part of him. It is his life! 

The Tzadik lives with the knowledge that the 

Shechinah is opposite him, and when he learns, he 

feels and knows that at that moment Hashem is 

learning with him. The Gra would teach that if one is 

not growing at a particular moment, if he is not 

constantly working on getting closer to Hashem, then 

he is falling at that moment. There is no such thing as 

a Jew staying in one place. There are no vacations in 

serving Hashem. We are either going up or down, 

getting warmer, or cooling off. We should use every 

moment, every event, and every opportunity to grow 

in Ruchniyus and constantly get closer to Hashem! 
 

 L’Maaseh       
Rav Binyomin Pruzansky writes a beautiful story. Rav Nosson Tzvi Finkel, zt”l, the Rosh 

Yeshivah of the Mir, inspired thousands of Talmidim to reach their potential, which was a level 

that many thought they were unable to attain. A boy named Avraham was new in the Mir 

Yeshivah, and he was overwhelmed with the new surroundings of Yerushalayim, the new 

Yeshivah, and all the new people. He felt scared and lonely. The biggest concern pressing on his 

mind was that he hoped he would be able to find a Chavrusah that spoke English, and an idea 

occurred to him. Maybe the Rosh Yeshivah would have some time to learn together. He knew 

Rav Nosson Tzvi was exceptionally busy, but Avraham reasoned that it was worth a shot. From 

thought to deed, he didn’t waste any time and headed straight to find Rav Nosson Tzvi Finkel, 

who was sitting at a Shtender immersed in his learning. Avraham stood respectfully at a short 

distance in front of the Rosh Yeshivah, waiting for him to look up for a moment. At last,         

Rav Nosson Tzvi looked up and saw the boy standing there. Rav Nosson Tzvi smiled and kindly 

asked, “What can I do for you?” Avraham said, “I know that the Rosh Yeshivah is very busy, but 

I was wondering if there might possibly be any time to learn with me, even just for a few 

minutes.” Rav Nosson Tzvi thought about the proposal and said, “I do have a very busy 

schedule, but I will try to make some time for you. If you can meet me at 11:00 every morning, 

we can try to learn together then.” Avraham was elated. Each morning he arrived precisely at 

11:00 at Rav Nosson Tzvi’s Shtender, and the two of them learned together. Although their 

Seder lasted only a few minutes, it was just what Avraham needed to feel connected to his new 

Yeshivah, and he was forging a warm bond with his Rebbe at the same time. A few days later, 

Rav Nosson Tzvi told Avraham that the 11:00 time slot was no longer available for him, but a 

new slot had opened up. He said that a Bochur who he was learning with at night had just gotten 

married, and he now needed a new Chavrusah. He asked Avraham if he could make it then 

instead. Avraham was thrilled at the new time slot, especially since it meant he would get a 

longer learning Seder rather than the few stolen moments from the Rosh Yeshivah’s busy 

morning routine. They learned together each night, and Avraham enjoyed every minute of it. 

One night, Rav Nosson Tzvi asked Avraham if he would like to learn with him on Shabbos as 

well. Avraham agreed, and they began a weekly learning Seder that lasted for several hours each 

Shabbos afternoon. Despite how much he appreciated this opportunity to learn so much with the 

Rosh Yeshivah and absorb his immense Torah wisdom, he only a little missed resting on Shabbos 

afternoon. He tried to rest a little before his Seder with Rav Nosson Tzvi, but he couldn’t shake 

his tired feeling. Avraham found it amazing that Rav Nosson Tzvi showed no signs of being 

tired on Shabbos afternoon, and he came to learn right after his Seudah without even a short rest. 

Avraham only saw enthusiasm and excitement to learn from his Rosh Yeshivah. One day, 

Avraham decided he would ask his Rebbe how he kept going without losing his energy, 

especially on Shabbos afternoon. He asked, “Where do you find the strength to learn on Shabbos 

afternoon when everyone else is lying down to rest? What is the secret to this?” Rav Nosson 

Tzvi answered, “The Gemara gives us a list of questions that we will have to answer when we 

arrive in Shamayim after 120 years, and one of those questions is about how we spent our time in 

this world. The biggest Kaparah, atonement, the Neshamah will have is the embarrassment of 

not being able to answer one of those questions we are asked, and that embarrassment remains 

for eternity.” He continued, “We know that on Shabbos we get a Neshamah Yeseirah, an extra 

Neshamah, but on Motzaei Shabbos the Neshamah Yeseirah returns to Shamayim. Hashem then 

asks that Neshamah questions, and one of those questions is, ‘What did you do with My 

Shabbos? How did you spend your time there? Were you there for the body or for the soul?’” 

Rav Nosson Tzvi said, “When my Neshamah Yeseirah comes up to Shamayim on Motzaei 

Shabbos and is asked, ‘Nosson Tzvi, what did you do this Shabbos?’, what will I answer? 

Should I answer that I ate Cholent and took a good nap? I want to be able to answer that I spent 

my Shabbos learning as much as I could so that my Neshamah will not be embarrassed. That is 

why I can’t go to sleep on Shabbos afternoon.” Rav Nosson Tzvi added, “I also want you to 

know that every Shiur I give throughout the week is formed through the learning that we do 

together on Shabbos afternoon.” The Rosh Yeshivah’s words opened Avraham’s eyes to a level 

of dedication that he could not have imagined. He couldn’t believe how real the Spiritual world, 

the world of Ruchniyus was to Rav Nosson Tzvi. He was living his life entirely for the needs of 

his Neshamah, and ignoring any needs his body may have. This lesson would stay with Avraham 

for a lifetime. Many years later, Avraham reached the great milestone of making a Siyum on 

Shas, as he had learned the entire Gemara and was ready to start it again. He decided to celebrate 

the Siyum on Shabbos, and he told over this conversation he had with Rav Nosson Tzvi to his 

guests. He then added, “When my Neshamah goes up to Shamayim on Motzaei Shabbos, and 

Hashem asks me, ‘Avraham, what did you do with My Shabbos?’ I will be able to say, ‘Ribbono 

Shel Olam, Hadran Alach Talmud Bavli! I used my time to learn Shas so that my Neshamah will 

have nothing to be embarrassed about,’ and it is all in the Zechus of Rav Nosson Tzvi Finkel!” 
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 בס"ד

The Mashgiach of the Mir Yeshivah was          

Rav Yerucham Levovitz, zt”l, and he taught that there 

is a common misconception about Tefilah. People 

think that Hashem puts a person in a difficult situation 

in order that he should Daven to Hashem for Hashem 

to remove the problem. However, the opposite of this 

is what is happening. Hashem loves us and wants us 

to cry out to Him and form a real relationship of trust 

and love with Him. Hashem simply wants our hearts. 

When Hashem sees that we are complacent, and our 

hearts are not aligned with Him as they should be, He 

helps us connect to Him by placing us in situations 

where there is no choice but to cry out to our Father in 

Heaven. If we are properly connected with Hashem, 

there wouldn’t be any need for Hashem to put us in 

situations where we are required to call out to Him. 

Rav Yeruchem advises, “Wouldn’t it be wise for us to 

cry out to Hashem in joy and thankfulness, so that we 

would not need difficulties in order to connect           

to Hashem?” 
 

       The Siddur Speaks 

A Closer Look at Davening 


