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 As Klal Yisroel prepares for Shabbos Chanukah, 

it behooves us to try to gain a deeper appreciation of what 

this special Yom Tov is all about, and how much we can 

attain from its light - if we only internalize it. 

 The Yevanim came in to our holy Beis 

Hamikdosh and defiled all the oil. Why did they 

specifically make an attempt to contaminate them, as 

opposed to just spilling them out on the ground? My 

Rebbe Rav Moshe Brown Shlita explained that it was 

specifically this act which revealed to us the fundamental 

difference between the Yevanim and lihavdil Klal 

Yisroel. Yavan valued outer beauty; they appreciated the 

radiant shine of the Menorah. It was the inner beauty 

which they were against. The holiness and purity which 

was within the oil and the light is what they strove to 

destroy. Thus, they deliberately contaminated the oil 

rather than pour it out because it was kedusha that they 

sought to obliterate. 

 Yavan introduced to the world an emphasis on 

physical beauty. Yavan’s wisdom is specifically called 

“Chochma Chitzonis,” ‘outside wisdom’ for it is the 

science of that which one can actually see with his eyes. 

Wisdom and beauty that are of spiritual nature, however, 

remains hidden within, and that is what the Yevanim 

were determined to despise and take away from us. 

 In order to appreciate this idea even more, we 

must go back in time to an incident that occurred between 

the forefathers of these two nations – Shem and Yefes. In 

Parashas Noach we learn that immediately after Noach 

and his family emerged from the Teivah, Noach planted 

vineyards and drank wine to the point of inebriation. In 

his stupor, Noach inadvertently uncovered himself, and 

each of his sons then reacted differently. Shem and Yefes 

ran to cover their father, while Cham r’l disgraced him. 

Rashi points out that Shem was the first one to react, 

while Yefes followed suit. Because of this, the reward 

that Shem received was exceedingly greater than that of 

Yefes.  

Shem’s descendants were granted the great 

mitzvah of Tzitzis, while Yefes’s descendants will merit 

burial after the war of Gog Umogog. The seemingly small  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

act that they performed in that one moment, will have 

repercussions that continue until the very end of days!  

The Shem Mishmuel explains beautifully the 

underlying difference between their acts and the 

incredible Midah Kineged Midah in their reward. Both 

Shem and Yefes fulfilled a tremendous Mitzvah of 

honoring their father, but the act of Shem was done with 

a little more feeling and zeal inside than that of Yefes. 

Since they covered their father’s body, they both received 

rewards constituted of coverings to the body. The reward 

that Shem received, however, is one that has within it 

endless depth and meaning. Tzitzis is not ch’v just a 

covering for the body. It is an article of clothing that has 

spiritual value that cannot be perceived merely through 

the senses. 

Yefes did a Mitzvah but without the same 

enthusiasm and feeling that Shem felt. His reward 

therefore, although a covering as well, is a covering only 

for the bodies of his descendants and not their inner souls.  

It is brought down as well, that because Shem 

and Yefes did not look at or speak about their father at 

that time, they merited two more incredible gifts for their 

descendants: Shem received the wisdom of Torah and the 

language of Lashon Hakodesh for Klal Yisroel, while 

Yefes was given the wisdom of the Greeks and their 

language for his descendants, the Yevanim. 

In contemplating all of the above we come out 

B’ezras Hashem with an incredible idea: Shem did one 

act that was filled with true inside enthusiasm and 

intention; while Yefes did the same act, but his was 

lacking in that area. These two sons of Noach were 

zocheh to become the progenitors of two very great 

nations, Klal Yisroel and lihavdil Yavan; yet look at the 

very stark difference between the two of them: Shem 

brought forth a Nation whose essence and entire outlook 

on life is the pnimiyus and inside, while Yefes gave birth 

to a people whose outlook is only about the chitzonios 

and nothing more; an it is this difference specifically that 

we focus on and celebrate during the eight special days of 

Chanukah. As we celebrate these days of light, let us try 

to truly internalize what we are and who we are meant to 

be; A lichtigen Chanukah to all! BSD 

Divrei Torah and Mussar on the Yomim Tovim             
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