
JOIN THE CAMPAIGN!

Our Living the Legacy Campaign will be take place on November 7-8/18-19 of Cheshvan and
run for 24 hours, with operations rooms running simultaneously in New York and in Israel.

In New York: At the West Side Jewish Center, 347 W. 34th Street NY, 11:00 AM Nov.
7 - 11:00 AM Nov. 8 EST with Rav and Rabbanit Bina, and Uri Kari.

In Israel: At the Yeshiva 6:00 PM Nov. 7 - 6:00 PM Nov. 8IST with all of your Rebbeim.

Please stop by our operations centers and lend a hand!

Volunteer for New York here.

Volunteer for Israel here.
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Who am I
One, Two,

Three and Four;
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"Be blessed", "He heard".
~~
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Shabbat Davening Times

Out Shabbat with Rav Kenny
Hirschhorn and Family

Friday Night

Candle Lighting 5:18 PM

Mincha, Kabbalat
Shabbat and
Ma'ariv on the
Porch 

5:40 PM

Lech Lecha
October 27, 2017

Dedications

Parnas Hayom  for Monday,
3  Cheshvan  and  Tuesday,
Cheshvan  4  was  sponsored
as  a  zechus  for  a  Refuah
Shleima  for  Yehudit  Frimit
ben Buna.

Rav  Nebenzahl's  Sicha  on
Tuesday,  Cheshvan  4  was
sponsored by Marc Katzman
(5757) for a Refuah Shleima
for his mother, Leeba Nechama bas Leah Tova.

Rav  Wiesner's  Gemara  Shiur,  for  Wednesday,
Cheshvan 5,  was  sponsored by Judy Posner,  L'ilui
Nishmat   Shimshon  Lazer  ben  Moshe,  Father
of Noam Posner (current Shana Gimmel).

Rav Korn's Gemara Shiur, for Thursday, Cheshvan 6,
was  sponsored  by  Judah  Frommer  (5760),  L'ilui
Nishmat  his  father,   Aharon  ben
Mordechai Yehoshua.

~~~~~~~~~

Alumni Chug in The UK with Rav Mark Mays and Rav
Chanan Bina!
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Shabbat Day

Vatikin at Home
of Rav Bina 

6:22 AM

Second Shachrit 8:30 AM

Mincha 5:00 PM

When: Tuesday October 31 at 10:15 PM
Where: The home of Paul and Michele Herszaft, 12
Francklyn Gardens, Edgware, London, HA8 8RY

For more information contact Rabbi Mays
at rabbimays@gmail.com.

Keeping up with the Times

Please note that Israel will be changing the clocks this Motzei Shabbat. That means that until the
US catches up next Motzei Shabbat night, the time difference will only be six hours.

Thursday night in Israel we started saying V'tein Tal U'muttar. HaRav Nebenzahl said that Israelis
visiting Chutz La'aretz and Bnei Chutz La'aretz visiting Israel should say V'tein Beracha, and add
the words V'tein Tal U'muttar Liberacha into Shmema Koleinu.

Life Events

Mazal Tovs
Yeshivat Netiv Aryeh would like to wish a mazal tov to:

Eric (5747) and Ahava Ehrman on the marriage of their daughter.
Joe Klein (5774-76, Staff) on his engagement to Rebecca Gellis.
Rachel Yamnik on the bat mitzvah of her daughter Mimi, daughter of our dear talmid David
Yamnik (5760-61) z"l.
Bradley (5767-68) and Rebecca Goldstoff (on the birth of a baby boy.

Baruch Dayan Emet
The Yeshiva wishes condolences to:

Daniel Stroh (5774-75) on of the loss of his grandfather, Leonard Breslau. 
Yonatan Sklar on the loss of his grandparents, Rasha and David Sklar.
Ashi (Adam, 5762) Weisstuch on the loss of his grandfather, Carl Weisstuch.

Please, if you have any smachot or chas v'shalom, less happy occasions, send us your
announcements so we can keep everybody updated.

Quote of the Week

Go to Yourself 

YNA Newsletter Lech Lecha 3 of 8



I  highly  recommend  that  everyone  take  a  look  at  Rav  Shimshon  Raphael
Hirsh's opening comments on this week's parsha as well as the Rambam in the
beginning of the fourth chapter of Hilchos Avoda Zara. In addition, the Sefas
Emes points out that Hashem speaks to Avraham Avinu with the words "lech
lecha" - "go for yourself, from your land, forom your relatives and from your
father's house." We also find the expression "lech lecha" in the Akeida, and "im
bechukotai telechu". The explanations is that we're supposed to be constantly moving from one
level to another.

The  Ramban  asks  why  the  Torah  doesn't  give  us  any  information  regarding  Avraham Avinu's
background and why he was chosen. Much is written about the chet haegel and much worse things.
Secondly, why did Hashem create a world with such crazy people found in the generation of the
flood, of the dispersal, and Sodom and Amorah. Out of an entire world why did Hashem choose only
one person, why wasn't everyone created good? The Ohr Hachaim Hakdadosh writes that had it not
been for the sin of Adam Harishon, Hashem would have created a world of only Jewish people, the
other nations were created as a result of that sin.

What did Hashem say to Avraham Avinu? "Lech Lecha" - leave your past. The pasuk goes from the
easy to the difficult - it's difficult to leave one's land, it's more difficult to leave one's homeland, and
it's more difficult to leave one's parents - one can never run away fromhis parents. The midrash
teaches us that Avraham discovered Hashem, different views regarding at what age.

The Sefas Emes writes that every Jew has his spark so why did Hashem choose Avraham? We don't
know the answer. One thing is for sure - being Jewish means living a life of holiness. There's no
room for pornography - its' worse than the Satan. A person can't reach ahavas Hashem, he can't
learn Torah without a life of kedusha. The father of the Shl"a had said that a day without Torah is
like a day of not putting on tefillin. Remember, you can't choose the religion, it's ingrained in our
soul. You can ask Rav Chaim Rosenblatt a million questions, but don't fool yourselves.

You must remember that when you came to Yeshiva, you left the American and other cultures - you
left "your land, your homeland, and your father's house". Many of you are back in American and
elsewhere, remember their  culture is not our culture. It's nice to be American, it's nice to play
sports, it's important to "chill out" - but it's not avodas Hashem, it's not "your father's house". I was
once at a funeral in America and they mentioned what a great pitcher the person was. What does
this have to do with Judaism? If you tell me helped others on the team to improve their skills and
forego his own honor, that's fine - that's "ve'ahavta lere'acha kamocha". But the fact that he was a
good soccer player is not what counts - that he was a baal chesed, that he davened well, learned
well, that's what matters.

Remember "lech lecha ..." - don't forget it for even a second. I am reminder of one of the first Jews
in a high banking position who said that he never went to any parties in the office - their culture is
not my culture.

I wish you much hatzlacha, have a great Shabbos, and may you all grow in ruchniyus.

All the Best,
Love,
Aharon Bina.
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HaRav Nebenzahl on Lech Lecha

PARSHAT LECH LECHA 5778
AVRAHAM AVINU - CHESED AND AVODAT HASHEM

The prophet  says  "titen  emes  leYaakov  chesed leAvraham" "Grant  truth to
Yaakov,  chesed to Avraham" (Micha 7:20).  We see that  the trait  of  chesed is  associated with
Avraham Avinu. While it's true that the other patriarchs also practiced chesed as do many other
devout Jews, nevertheless it's called Avraham Avinu's special midda. The question we may raise is
what  about  Noach?  The chesed Noach performed with the  animals  in  the ark cannot  even be
imagined - eight waiters serving guests with all different needs, resulting in their having to wait on
them day and night and give each one food in keeping with each individual's special diet. This
means that some of the guests ate before vasikin, some after vasikin, some before tikkun chatzos
others after. Some ate only dairy food, some parve, others ate all sorts of things that we wouldn't
consider eating.

Why is Noach not regarded as the pardim of chesed after such hard work on behalf of others for
twelve months? The difference between Avraham and Noach is that Noach's chesed was limited to
the physical.  Why it's  certainly  commendable to  make sure people have what  to  eat,  after all
without food they can't live, Avraham also gave people spirituality - he taught them how to believe
in Hakadosh Baruch Hu, to keep mitzvoth. His chesed was therefore greater than Noach's. Parshat
Noach opened with the pasuk that Noach was a tzaddik "bedorosav", in his generation. Rashi brings
that there are some who view this as a praise and some as taking away from the description of
greatness.  The  positive  interpretation  emphasizes  that  he  was  great  in  his  wicked generation,
imagine how great he would be had he lived in the generation of Avraham Avinu? The ones who
view it in a less positive light would say that in Avraham Avinu's generation, Noach wouldn't have
been considered anything special.

I would like to explain that these two opinions don't disagree regarding the essence of Noach, had
he been in the generation of Avraham Avinu and not of the flood he wouldn't have been considered
anything significant, on the other hand had he lived at that time he could have risen to greater
heights. The fact is that Avraham's acts of chesed were much greater because they also involved
ruchniyus, and therefore the title of "chesed" was given to Avraham and not to Noach.

We find in the midrash that the midda of chesed said to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, as long as Avraham
Avinu is alive, then there's no need for me. Avraham Avinu's life wasn't all about chesed, there are
times when he needed to go against this trait. For example, he fought against idol worship to the
extent that Nimrod and Terach placed him in a furnace. Had Hashem not save him he would have
burned. The fact is that his love for Hakadosh Baruch Hu is what brought him to chesed, to provide
others not only with their physical needs but their spiritual needs as well. Because of him, people
accepted Hashem as their G-d - this was the great work of Avraham Avinu. Avraham also lived
during the period of Shem and Ever, however they didn't travel from place to place teaching people
about Hakadosh Baruch Hu the way Avraham did.

Avraham had  a  love  for  chesed  and  Hashem therefore  chose  him.  However,  Hashem  tested
Avraham's  devotion  to  Hashem by  providing  with  challenges  that  went  against  this  trait.  For
example,  the  war  against  Amrafel  and  his  cohorts,  involved killing,  something Avraham Avinu
certainly didn't want to do - he loved people. But he had no choice, he had to go to war with them in
order to  save Lot. The  next  time was  when Hashem commanded him to send away Yishmael.
Yishmael was his son whom he loved, this was a great test for Avraham, however the answer was
clear - if Hashem commands him to send away Yishmael out of the house then this is what he must
do. The greatest test of faith, of course was Akeidat Yitzchak. Avraham is told to sacrifice his own
son and he was willing to do so, until Hashem told Avraham that He had no interest in human
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sacrifice.

Avraham had no will of his own, in fact he describes himself as "afar vaefer", ash and dust. The
greatest provider of food is the ground, producing vegetables and other forms of nourishment. You
never hear the ground boasting about all the chesed it did. Many philanthropists, even those who
support Yeshivot, make sure everyone knows of their  great acts. Avraham feels that he has no
significance, he doesn't need any credit.

We read that the king of Sodom wanted to give gifts to Avraham. Avraham asked, responded that
he had no need for his money. Why wouldn't Avraham take, after all  he took from the king of
Plishtim and the king of Mitzrayim? One answer given is that the difference is that if someone feels
that it's an honor to give him a gift then he'll accept it, however in the case of the king of Sodom he
didn't feel that way, it was not a great honor to give to Avraham. In such a case Avraham saw no
reason to take from the king of Sodom.

The Malbim provides us with another explanation: the Torah writes: "avram said to the king of
Sodom, 'I lift up my hand to Hashem, G-d, the Most High, Maker of heaven and earth, if so much as
a thread to a shoestrap or I shall take anything of yours, so you shall not say: it is I who made
Avram rich'" (Bereishis 14:22-23). Who is "you shall not say" referring to? The Malbim explains that
it's a continuation of the beginning of the pasuk: "I lift my hand" - I don't want to take your money
because I may feel that it was with my own power. Avraham was worried about what it would do to
him, so he wouldn't accept the gift and returned the money to the king of Sodom.

Even so, Chazal  have  a claim against  Avraham Avinu.  The Gemara asks what  Avraham did  to
deserve punishment that his descendants would be slaves in Egypt for four hundred years? One of
the  answers  is  that  he  returned the  people  to  the  king of  Sodom.  Imagine  what  would  have
happened if  he hadn't returned them: they would have learned Torah and would have become
disciples of Avraham Avinu and therefore believers in Hashem. We see that when Hashem is about
to destroy Sodom he first informs Avraham Avinu. This is because Avraham is partly responsible for
what happened to the people of Sodom. This may explain why Avraham prayed so much on their
behalf - he felt responsible for their fate. Another opinion in Chazal is that Avraham was punished
because he took the talmidei chachamim as soldiers out to war. They should be learning Yeshiva
and not going out to battle.

As we mentioned, Avraham symbolized greatness in chesed and in serving Hashem. If we could only
emulate some of his love of Hashem, and acts of chesed, we too could come close to Hakadosh
Baruch Hu.

Staff Dvar Torah by Rav Kenny Hirschhorn

One for All

We find in the Mishnah in Pirke Avos a comparison between Avraham Avinu
and Bilaam.  The Mishnah  elaborates  that  whoever has  "ayin tova,  ruach
nemucha, venefesh shefeila" is a disciple of Avraham Avinu. On the other
hand,  whoever  portrays  the  opposite  traits  -  "ayin  raa,  ruach  gevhoa,
venefesh rechava" is a disciple of Bilaam Harasha. The fact that there's even
a basis for comparison highlights that there is in some respect a basis for
comparison. Each was highly intelligent, and going against his surroundings
arrived at the belief in one G-d and prayed to the one and only G-d. The
difference between them revolves around their middos.

Chazal teach us "derech eretz kadma laTorah". The Gr"a explains that Torah is like water, if you use
it to water a well-cared garden then you can make it look even more beautiful, if you pour water on
weeds then the undesirable weeds will grow more numerous.
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Avraham Avinu's  essence  was  that  he  was  a  giver,  while  Bilaam was  a  taker.  The  Mishnah's
comparison in fact highlights this. Some of the commentaries understand the description of Bilaam
as having "ayin raa" that he wanted other people's money, and we see how he jumped at every
opportunity  to  take  what  he  could  from Balak.  "Ruach  gevohaa"  is  haughtiness,  as  Bilaam to
understand the way Hashem works. "Nefesh rechava" implies that he was constantly giving in to his
desires. If we analyze each of these traits we will see how Avraham Avinu was the exact opposite.
The three flaws that Bilaam are actually kinaa, kaava, and taava, which Chazal teach us removes a
person from the world.

We find in the midrash that Hashem wanted to give the other nations a chance - He gave them a
prophet who was on par with the rest of them in prophecy. However, they still didn't do teshuva,
instead he lead them to a life of immorality. Is this really fair? Hashem gave them one prophet, and
according to the Gemara in Megillah, the Jewish nation was given at least 55 prophets.

I believe the answer lies in yet another Mishnah in Avos: "im ein ani li mi li, ukshe'ani le'atzmi ma
ani", "if I am not for myself who will be for me, and once I am for myself, what am I?" Who is "for
myself". For Bilaam it was obvious - me, myself, and I. For others it extends to family, some include
friends, and some include the extended community. For the greatest among us it includes all of Klal
Yisrael, they are part  of  "myself". Avraham cared for the entire world and therefore the name
Avraham stands for "av hamon goyim", the father of many nations. Bilaam's name, on the other
hand, may be said to stand for "belo am" - without a nation.

Avraham who cared about G-d and His creations became the father of three major religions. The
self-centered  Bilaam  never  passed  anything  on.  Not  having  a  nation  means  not  having  any
allegiance. The Gemara in Megillah numbers Avraham as the first of the more than 55 prophets. Had
Avraham been like bilaam, that would have been the end, as was the case with the other nations.
Avraham was a giver and passed on the message.

We've all been blessed with great qualities. The question is what do we do with them and how many
people do we touch. Shabbat Shalom.

The Story Of The Jewish People by Rav Shai Gerson

The story of the Jewish people as told by Tanach through the eyes of
Chazal.

Sefer Shmuel I Chapter XI Part II

Shaul and his lad proceed towards the prophet, in those days referred to as the
"roeh". Shaul and his lad run into young girls who provide them with direction. They
answer in a very verbose manner, adding information that doesn't appear relevant
to their question. Chazal provide a few reasons, either because it's the manner of
girls to like to speak, or they wanted to stay and gaze at Shaul's beauty, or because the time hadn't
yet arrived for Shaul to be crowned as king and these extra words extended the time before Shaul
would arrive.

On a simple level, they are explaining to Shaul and his lad that the prophet is on his way to a
"happening" (bringing an offering) and that they had better hurry if they wish to catch the prophet
before he goes to his "happening". The girls tell them that Shaul "blesses the offering", what does
that mean? Rashi explains simply, that Shaul was going to recite the blessing made before partaking
of the meat of an offering. We see therefore according to Rashi that there was an actual offering that
Shmuel was bringing.

Before proceeding with this chapter it's important to point out something that relates to the first
three kings - there was to be a feast that the future king was not invited to that turns out to be the
feast of his appointment. Shaul says here that he doesn't know what this feast was about, he walks
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in as a guest only to discover that he's about to be crowned as king. Similarly, David's crowning here
in the book of Shmuel chapter 16 and with Shlomo in the beginning of the book of Melachim.

Tehillim List

The following members of our extended YNA family need our tefilot:

Rav Aharon Yehuda Leib ben Gittel Faiga Chaim Avishalom ben Blanka (the Chalban)
Sarah Liba bat Miriam Rifka bat Leah
Tzipporah Fayge bat Leebah Amichai ben Sara
Yitzchok Issac ben Rivkah Zev ben Leah
Daniella Malka bat Esther Bayla Gavriel ben Malka
Shulamit bat Bella Shmuel Chaim ben Batsheva
Yisrael Yehuda ben Dina Sara Shoisha Elka bat Etel Dina
Zvi Yehuda ben Yuta Chaya Bayla Bas Marasha
Yitzchok ben Tzipporah Reuvain Eitan ben Chava Brina
Ester bat Nechama Elan Moshe ben Rifka Tova
Rav Avbigdor Yechezkel ben Hilda Sheincha Oriyah Chaim ben Miriyam
Binyamin Dovid ben Lital Shoshana Elka Bat Etel Dina
Chaya Malka bat Rachel Esther bat Miriam
Shmuel Meir ben Esther Orah Sarah bat Miriam
Adele bat Rivka Yisroel David ben Yona Leah
Tzvi Kalman Ben Sheree Simi Yehoshua Refael ben Yocheved

Submit Names to the tehillim list. 

Shabbat Shalom,  
Rav Bina, 
Yeshivat Netiv Aryeh

Riddle Answer:The message of the four Malachim to Hagar in the desert. See 18, 8-11 with Rashi
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