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אשר צוה ד' את משה בהר סיני, ביום “ 7:38

צותו את בני ישראל להקריב את קרבניהם 

 ”לד' במדבר סיני

“Which Hashem commanded Moshe on Har Sinai, on 

the day He commanded the B’nei Yisroel to bring 

their offerings to Hashem, in Midbar Sinai.” The 

Torah is concluding the laws of Korbonos, and says 

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu commanded Moshe about 

the Korbonos on Har Sinai.  The Posuk then continues 

to say that Hakodosh Boruch Hu commanded Klal 

Yisroel about the Korbonos in Midbar Sinai.  Where 

did Hakodosh Boruch Hu command the bringing of 

Korbonos – on Har Sinai, or Midbar Sinai?  

Additionally, what is the Torah telling us when it says, 

“On the day He commanded B’nei Yisroel to bring 

their offerings to Hashem?”  The following Divrei 

Torah will expound on this topic, and support the 

P’shat offered in the closing paragraph. 

 The – ”ביום צותו“ 7:38 – העמק דבר 

commands regarding the Korbonos were not to be 

put into use when they were commanded.  Rather 

the command became applicable as soon as the 

Mishkan was constructed.   

בוא וראה כמה גדולים “ – Sotah 5b – חומת אנך 

 Rebbe Yehoshua – ”נמוכי הרוח לפני הקדוש ברוך הוא

Ben Levi said: “Come and see how great are the lowly 

of spirit before Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  For when the 

Bais Hamikdash was standing a person would bring a 

Korbon Olah and would receive credit for having 

brought a Korbon Olah.  One who brought a Mincha 

offering would receive credit for having brought a 

Mincha.  But, in the case of one whose attitude is 

humble, the Torah considers it as if he brought all the 

various offerings.  As it says in Tehillim 51:19 ‘ זבחי

 The sacrifices of Hashem are a‘ – ’אלקים רוח נשברה

broken spirit.’ Not only that, but his Tefilah is not 

despised by Hashem, as it says in the same Posuk, ‘ לב

 A broken and crushed‘ – ’נשבר ונדכה אלקים לא תבזה

heart Hashem will not despise.’”  Perhaps there is a 

Remez to the words of Rebbe Yehoshua in the Posuk, 

“ ' ביום צותו את בני ישראל להקריב את קרבניהם לד

 What is the Segulah that is as if Klal  ”.במדבר סיני

Yisroel bring all of the Korbonos to Hashem – that is 

the Midah of Anavah, humility.  We learn this from 

Midbar Sinai, for the Torah was given at Har Sinai, the 

lowest of all the mountains.  “במדבר” is a Loshon of 

 speech” – referring to the Torah that was“ - ”דיבור“

given over at Har Sinai.  Perhaps we can also add that 

the Gematria of סיני with the Kolel is the same 

Gematria as ענוה, humility.  This is to allude to us that 

one who acts with great humility is considered as if 

he was Makriv all of the Korbonos.   

“ 7:38 - חומת אנך  את משה בהר ' אשר צוה ד

ביום צותו את בני ישראל להקריב את קרבניהם , סיני

במדבר סיני' לד ” – There is a Remez to the words of 

Rebbe Yehoshua Ben Levi in this Posuk who says that 

he who is of humble spirit is as if he was Makriv all of 

the Korbonos. “ ביום צותו את בני ישראל להקריב את

 The Segulah to be Zoche to the Zechus as – ”קרבניהם

if one was Makriv all of the Korbonos in front of 

Hashem is, “במדבר סיני” – is through one acting like a 

Midbar, a desert and being of humble spirit. 

“ 7:38 – אמרי שפר  את משה בהר ' אשר צוה ד

ביום צותו את בני ישראל להקריב את קרבניהם , סיני

במדבר סיני' לד ” – Why does the Posuk first say, “ בהר

 Menochos 110a says  ”?במדבר סיני“ and then ”סיני

that we learn from the words, “ זאת התורה לעולה

 that all who occupy themselves with ”ולמנחה ולחטאת

learning the Parsha of Korbon Olah, is as if he 

brought a Korbon Olah.  The Gemara in Sotah 5b says 

that if a person brings a Korbon Olah, he is credited 

for that Korbon.  However, one who is of humble 

spirit, it is as if he brought all the Korbonos.  One is 

not Zoche to know the true Torah unless he is 

exceedingly humble.  The Gemara in Ta’anis tells us 

that Torah is compared to water, just as water flows 

down to the bottom of wherever it is, so too, Torah 

flows down to the humble person.  We learn from 

this that it is only the humble one who is Zoche to 

Torah.  The Gemara in Sotah is telling us that one 

who brings a specific Korbon, is credited with the 

Korbon, but not any other Korbon.  Generally, a 

person cannot bring all the Korbonos, because there 

are different things that obligate and allow one to 

bring specific Korbonos.  However, the one who is 

humble, being that he will be Zoche to the Torah, he 

will be able to occupy himself with learning all about 

the Parshiyos of Torah of all of the Korbonos, and 

therefore it will be as if he brought all of the 

Korbonos.  As is well known, (Sotah 5a) the Torah was 

given on Har Sinai, for it was the lowest of the 
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mountains, and Moshe was chosen to be Mekabel 

the Torah, for he was the humblest of individuals.  

“ את משה בהר סיני' אשר צוה ד ” – The one who is 

humble was given the opportunity to bring all the 

Korbonos, for by his being humble he is Zoche to the 

Torah, and thereby able to “bring” Korbonos through 

learning Torah.  However, for those who are not 

humble, “ ביום צותו את בני ישראל להקריב את קרבניהם

במדבר סיני' לד ” – the actual command to bring 

Korbonos was given in Midbar Sinai, meaning that the 

only way for them to get credit for bringing a Korbon 

is by actually bringing a Korbon.  The Posuk first talks 

about Korbonos regarding the humble person, as it 

mentions Moshe Rabbeinu, the humblest of them all, 

and then mentions those who are not humble.  

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר   - 7:38 “ את ' אשר צוה ד

ביום צותו את בני ישראל להקריב את , משה בהר סיני

במדבר סיני' קרבניהם לד ” – (quoted in Posuk 6:2) – 

 It was the “day” when Klal Yisroel received – ”ביום“

the command to bring Korbonos.  All prophets 

received prophecy at night, except for Moshe 

Rabbeinu who received it during the day. The Word 

of Hashem that came to Moshe reached the lucid 

intellect of an aware individual, and Moshe relayed it 

to Klal Yisroel during the day to the clear minds of 

aware individuals. Similarly, the Torah is teaching us 

that a person should bring his offering to Hashem 

with clear thoughts, and from free choice he should 

dedicate himself to fulfilling the Torah.  All הקרבה, 

drawing closer to Hashem through an offering, is fit 

only by day.  Night is the time when things are co-

mingled, when man reverts to the bondage of 

physical forces.  It is by day that a man becomes 

aware of himself, and he struggles to subdue the 

world.  The perception to non-Jews is that the day is a 

struggle of mortals against the power of gods.  To the 

Jew, day means serving Hashem, and through his 

work he brings Hashem satisfaction.  Hence, in the 

Mishkan, day does not follow night, rather, night 

follows day.  For the night, which symbolizes the 

stillness of death, cannot drag the day down after it; 

rather, the day, which symbolizes a life of closeness 

to Hashem, raises with it the night.  Physical nature is 

not the intermediary between a Yid and his G-d.  A 

Yid is above physical nature; he stands directly before 

Hashem.  It was in the Midbar, the wilderness, where 

a person has nothing and no one but himself, that 

Hashem drew near to Klal Yisroel, and established 

with the Bris of His Torah.  It was there, where a 

person had nothing to offer Hashem but himself, that 

Hashem commanded Klal Yisroel to make offerings to 

Him.  It is the unfettered personality, the one who 

subordinates his thought, will, and actions to 

Hashem, who is bound by the Torah and from whom 

offerings are accepted.   

ן"רמב   - 7:38 “ , את משה בהר סיני' אשר צוה ד

' ביום צותו את בני ישראל להקריב את קרבניהם לד

 Hakodosh Boruch Hu commanded Klal – ”במדבר סיני

Yisroel about the inauguration of Korbonos on Har 

Sinai, as well as about the Korbon Olah and Korbon 

Chatas.  However, regarding the Mincha, the Asham, 

and the Shelamim, Hakodosh Boruch Hu commanded 

Klal Yisroel in Midbar Sinai, in the Ohel Moed.  

Another explanation is that Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

commanded Klal Yisroel about all the Korbonos to 

Moshe in the Ohel Moed (the second time He 

commanded them), as it says in Vayikra 1:1.  Here the 

Posuk is telling us that the first time Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu commanded Klal Yisroel about the 

Korbonos was at Har Sinai.  The Posuk ends by telling 

us that while the command was at Har Sinai, the 

Korbonos were to be brought in the Midbar of Sinai.  

“ 7:38 - ראש דוד  את משה בהר ' אשר צוה ד

ביום צותו את בני ישראל להקריב את קרבניהם , סיני

במדבר סיני' לד ” – Menochos 110a – Raish Lakish says 

that one who occupies himself with Torah is as if he 

brought a Korbon Olah, and Rava says that one who 

occupies his time with Torah does not have a need of 

a Korbon Olah or other Korbonos.  Raish Lakish is of 

the opinion that if one learns Torah, any part of the 

Torah (not necessarily the Sugya of Korbonos), it is as 

if he offered all of the Korbonos to Hashem. Rava is of 

the opinion that if one occupies himself with Torah, it 

is a Segulah to achieve a Kapparah, the same way one 

who brings a Korbon achieves an atonement – and it 

is not as if he brought an actual Korbon.  (If one 

learns the Sugya of Korbonos, it is as if he brought the 

Korbonos.  However if one learns Torah, other than 

the Sugya of Korbonos, then it is not as if he brought 

a Korbon, though it has the same effect in that it 

achieves a Kapparah).  There is a Remez to this P’shat 
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in this Posuk.  “בדיבור סיני“ – ”במדבר סיני” – with the 

word given over at Sinai – the Torah Hakdosha, that 

one is Mekayeim bringing all of the Korbonos, 

 through the study of the Torah – ”במדבר סיני“

Hakdosha, one achieves bringing all of the Korbonos.    

בשעה שציוה “ – Parshas Tzav – מדרש תנחומא 

ה לישראל פרשת הקרבנות"הקב ” – At the time that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu commanded Klal Yisroel 

regarding the Parshas of the Korbonos, all of the 

nations of the world gathered together near Bilam 

and said to him: “Why did Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

command Klal Yisroel about the Korbonos, and did 

not command us?”  Bilam responded: “Fools of the 

world, Klal Yisroel, who accepted the Torah, they 

were the ones to receive the Parsha of Korbonos, 

however you, who did not accept the Torah, were not 

given the Parsha of Korbonos.” 

“ 7:38 - אדרת אליהו  את משה בהר ' אשר צוה ד

ביום צותו את בני ישראל להקריב את קרבניהם , סיני

במדבר סיני' לד ” – It says in the Medrash Tanchuma 

that it was only Klal Yisroel, who accepted the Torah 

that were given the Parsha of Korbonos, while the 

other nations of the world who did not accept the 

Torah were not given the Parsha of Korbonos.  Why 

was this so?  Don’t Korbonos come to attain 

atonement for one’s sins, and the other nations of 

the world also sin, so presumably they too should 

need to bring Korbonos?  Yerushalmi, Makkos 2:6 – 

Wisdom was asked the question of what should be 

done to the sinner. He answered that evil should 

chase him.  The Navi was asked the same question, 

and he answered that the sinner should be killed. The 

Torah was asked the same question.  The Torah 

answered that the person should bring a Korbon, and 

he will be forgiven for his actions.  According to this 

Yerushalmi, we can understand why it was only Klal 

Yisroel who were Zoche to the Parsha of Korbonos.  

One who sins should be punished for his sins, without 

any opportunity for repentance.  It is only the Torah 

who says that if one sins he should be bring a Korbon 

and be forgiven for his sins.  Therefore, being that it 

was only Klal Yisroel who accepted the Torah, it is 

justified and fair that they are the only ones Zoche to 

the Parsha of Korbonos.   

“ 7:38 - אדרת אליהו  את משה בהר ' אשר צוה ד

ביום צותו את בני ישראל להקריב את קרבניהם , סיני

במדבר סיני' לד ” – How does it work, that if a Yid 

Shechts an animal and brings it as a Korbon on the 

Mizbe’ach, that it causes him to attain atonement for 

his sins?  Birchas Tov 76 – The Guf of a person is like 

an animal, in the sense that it does not know what is 

good for it and what is detrimental.  Even things 

which have already caused him harm, he does not 

know how to protect himself from that harm.  

Therefore, Hakodosh Boruch Hu placed the  גוף

 physical bestial body, in the hands of the ,הבהמי

Neshama.  This is the goal of the Neshama, to protect 

the Guf from actions that will hurt its Ruchniyos, just 

as it is the job of a shepherd, who is entrusted with 

animals, to protect them from all harm.  If the 

shepherd is lax in his duty, and an animal dies, the 

owner of the animal will tell the shepherd that he 

needs to reimburse him with a healthy animal just 

like the one the owner left under the shepherd’s 

supervision.  So too, when the Neshama is not 

successful in watching the Guf, and the Guf sins, the 

Neshama is obligated to return to the owner, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, a Guf the way he received it – 

pure and without sin.  A person brings a Korbon, an 

animal, in front of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, to return to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu the Guf that was sullied.  There 

is one key difference between the shepherd and the 

Neshama.  When the shepherd gives the owner 

another animal, he is replacing what was damaged – 

the animal, and therefore the exchange is an 

equitable exchange, which works.  However, a 

Korbon only affects atonement, if the damage to the 

Guf was done באונס, unavoidably.  Meaning that the 

Neshama tried to the best of its ability to protect the 

Guf, but the Yetzer Hara was stronger and won the 

battle.  But, if Hakodosh Boruch Hu sees that the 

Neshama was negligent in his duties, and that is why 

the Guf sinned, the Korbon is not accepted.  The 

reason it is not accepted is because the body of the 

animal is not an equitable exchange for the Guf.  It is 

only through the great Chesed of the Ribbono Shel 

Olam that He accepts Korbonos, animals, in the place 

of people.  This Chesed is only given to those who try 

to grow and do what is right, yet were overpowered.  

However, the one who was negligent does not 
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receive this Chesed from Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and 

therefore his Korbonos are not accepted.   

 – Haftorah Shabbos Hagodol – ברכת חיים 

Malachi 3:24 “ והשיב לב אבות על בנים ולב בנים על

 He shall restore the heart of fathers to“ – ”אבותם

children and the heart of children to their fathers.”  

The Chamisha Chumshei Torah are called, “אבות” and 

Klal Yisroel are called, “בנים” to the Chamisha 

Chumshei Torah.  The first and last letters of the 

Torah ( לישרא, ראשיתב ) spell לב, and the last letters 

of the two names which Klal Yisroel are called by 

( לישרא, ביעק ) are also לב.  This teaches us that Klal 

Yisroel and the Torah Hakdosha are strongly attached 

to each other.  The heart of Klal Yisroel is on the 

Torah, and the heart of the Torah is on Klal Yisroel.  

This is the meaning of the Posuk, “ והשיב לב אבות על

 Hakodosh Boruch Hu will return the Chamisha – ”בנים

Chumshei Torah to Klal Yisroel in full force, “ ולב בנים

 and Klal Yisroel to the Chamisha – ”על אבותם

Chumshei Torah.   

“ 6:2 – אדרת אליהו  היא , זאת תורת העלה

 There are those people who do not have the – ”העלה

ability to learn Torah and perform Mitzvos to reach 

all the way Above and be accepted before Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu.  This may be because their Torah and 

Mitzvos are not performed with the proper Kedusha, 

whether through thoughts or other things.  They are 

therefore in a very weak spiritual position, and they 

cannot raise themselves on their own, rather they 

need assistance.  On the other hand, there are those 

people who are people of truth and fear, and their 

Torah and Mitzvos are performed in the most 

complete and pure manner.  Their Torah and Mitzvos 

are elevated before Hakodosh Boruch Hu and 

accepted.  It is for this reason that it is preferable for 

one to perform Mitzvos together with the Rabbim, 

and to learn Torah with the Rabbim, for the 

assumption is that there is at least one person on a 

high spiritual level and his Torah and Mitzvos will be 

elevated before Hakodosh Boruch Hu and accepted.  

One who is together with such a Tzaddik, his Torah 

and Mitzvos are connected to the Tzaddik, and they 

too reach their intended destination, before 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  There are times that a person 

learns Torah, or Davens to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, but 

does so without much thought.  Those Tefilos and 

Torah are not elevated Above, but are left hanging in 

the air.  If at a future time, that same individual is 

Mispalel and learns Torah the way he is should, the 

new Tefilos and Torah will take along those that were 

floating in the air, and they will all be elevated in 

front of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  One should not say, 

that being that his Tefilos and Torah can be brought 

up through others, or later on by himself, that there 

is no reason for him to try to do it in the proper 

manner in the first place. For there is a great 

difference to the Torah and Tefilah that goes up on its 

own versus those that are taken along with others.  

“ תורת העלה זאת ” – these are the laws of the Olah, 

 It is the Olah” – meaning that the“ – ”היא העלה“

optimal way is for it itself to go up on its own merits 

and not to need the help of others.   

 Perhaps now we can understand why the 

Posuk references both Har Sinai and Midbar Sinai, as 

well as why it says, “On the day He commanded B’nei 

Yisroel…”  Klal Yisroel were not going to actually bring 

Korbonos until they were in Midbar Sinai, but take 

note of when they were initially given the command, 

at Har Sinai.  Their receiving the command at Har 

Sinai, at that point was the Torah Hakdosha.  

Everything is in the Torah Hakdosha, and one can 

achieve atonement for everything through the Torah 

Hakdosha.  Although Klal Yisroel had not yet been 

able to bring Korbonos, once they had the Torah, it 

gave them the opportunity to achieve a Kapparah for 

their sins.  Torah Lishma, learning Torah for the 

correct reasons with the correct thoughts and 

holiness, is automatically Mechaper.  The Posuk ends, 

that even if one is not yet on the level of performing 

Mitzvos and learning in the proper manner, a level he 

must strive for, he should note that the Torah was 

given to B’nei Yisroel, the Tzibur.  If his Mitzvos and 

Torah are connected to the entity of Klal Yisroel, 

certainly they are among those who are serving 

Hashem properly, and they will help along the Torah 

and Mitzvos of those who are not.  May we be Zoche 

to be from those who serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

properly, and that our Mitzvos, Tefilos, and Limud 

Hatorah are elevated before Hakodosh Boruch Hu on 

their own.   
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אדיר הוא יבנה ביתו בקרוב, “ – הגדה

במהרה במהרה בימינו בקרוב, א-ל בנה א-

 ”ל בנה בנה ביתך בקרוב

“He (Hakodosh Boruch Hu) is most mighty.  May He 

rebuild His House soon – speedily, speedily, in our 

days soon.  Hashem, rebuild, Hashem, rebuild, 

rebuild Your House soon.”  We partook of the Pesach 

Seder, were Mekayeim the Mitzvah of eating Matzah 

and Maror, saying the Hagadah and drinking the four 

Kosos.  As we near the completion of the Hagadah, 

we ask Hakodosh Boruch Hu to rebuild the Bais 

Hamikdash speedily in our days.  This phrase seems 

to be completely repetitive and verbose.  What are 

we to learn from the way it is written?  The following 

Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, and support 

the P’shat offered in the closing paragraph. 

 ”למוד“ – Shulchan Aruch OC 480 – חתם סופר 

(Lomud) – “learning” implies that one learned from 

another.  Chas V’sholom to say about Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu that He learned something from others.  It 

cannot be that it is the proper word, rather it should 

say, “ םלחו ” – “warrior” – that Hakodosh Boruch Hu is 

a warrior.   

ואמרת אלהם קדושים תהיו “ 24:9 – ויקרא רבה 

'כי קדוש אני ד ” – “And say to them, You shall be holy, 

for I, Hashem, am Holy.”  One may think that he 

could become Kodosh just like Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  

The Posuk ends with that Hakodosh Boruch Hu is 

Holy, meaning that only Hashem is completely Holy.  

Our job is to try to become as holy as we can, though 

will never be Kodosh like Hashem.  

ל דיסקין"מהרי   – “ ושמחנו , והראנו בבנהנו

 Show us its rebuilding and gladden us in“ – ”בתקונו

its completion” (This is said in Tefilas Musaf of the 

Sholosh Regalim).  Rashi in Sukkah 41 says that the 

third Bais Hamikdash will be brought down from 

Shomayim already built.  If the Bais Hamikdash will be 

built, what do we mean when we say, “Gladden us in 

its completion?”  While the third Bais Hamikdash will 

in fact come down from Shomayim built, there will be 

parts that will be unfinished in order for us to have an 

opportunity to complete the actual building, so that it 

is prepared for use.  We ask Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

that He should show us, bring down the Bais 

Hamikdash, so that we can be joyous in our part, and 

complete the actual Bais Hamikdash.  

א מבעלזא"מהר  אדיר הוא יבנה ביתו “ – 

 The site upon which the Bais Hamikdash – ”בקרוב

was built, was given different names by the Avos 

Hakdoshim.  Avrohom Avinu called it, “הר” – 

“mountain,” Yitzchok Avinu called it, “שדה” – “field,” 

and Yaakov Avinu called it, “בית” – “house” 

(Pesachim 88a).  This is based upon the Medrash that 

says that Hakodosh Boruch Hu created this world 

using His Name, “מחנה” – “encampment.”  Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu infused the first wall of the Bais 

Hamikdash with spiritual powers by endowing it with 

the power of His Name, “מחנה” which is the 

Gematria of 103.  Avrohom Avinu added another wall 

to the Bais Hamikdash, giving it another 103 – which 

with the two walls now had a Gematria of, “206 – ”הר 

(103x2) with the Kolel.  Yitzchok added a third wall, 

giving the Bais Hamikdash another 103, with the 

three walls the Gematria of “309 – ”שדה (103x3).  

Yaakov added the fourth and final wall, giving the 

Bais Hamikdash another 103, with the four walls the 

Gematria of, “412 – ”בית (103x4).  Moshe Rabbeinu 

added the roof of the Bais Hamikdash, adding 

another 103, through his 515 (103x5) Tefilos in which 

he was Mispalel to be allowed to enter Eretz Yisroel, 

the Gematria of “ואתחנן.”    

ד מבעלזא"מהרי  אדיר הוא יבנה ביתו “ - 

 It is prohibited for one to build the Bais – ”בקרוב

Hamikdash on Shabbos, Yom Tov, or at night.  

However, being that the future Bais Hamikdash will 

be built by Hakodosh Boruch Hu, as Rashi says in 

Rosh Hashanah 30a, therefore the Bais Hamikdash 

can come any day, even on Yom Tov.  We thus 

request of Hakodosh Boruch Hu that we once again 

be Zoche to have the Bais Hamikdash, very soon – 

immediately, even on the night of Pesach, since it is 

coming down from Shomayim already built, it can 

even happen on the night of Pesach. This is why 

Chazal say that it is prohibited to eat Chadash, new 

wheat, the entire 16th day of the month of Nisan, for 

perhaps the Bais Hamikdash will be rebuilt and one 

will need to bring a Korbon Omer before eating 

Chadash.  We see from this that we are to truly 

believe that Moshiach can come instantaneously.   

“ – הגדה – דרש משה  -ש, רחום הוא, קדוש הוא

...יבנה ביתו בקרוב, תקיף הוא, די הוא ” – “He is holy, 

He is compassionate, He is Almighty, He is 

omnipotent – May he soon rebuild His House.” 
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Shemos 6:3 “ ל -וארא אל אברהם אל יצחק ואל יעקב בא

די-ש ” – “I appeared to Avrohom, to Yitzchok, and to 

Yaakov as Keil Shakkai.”  The Name די-ש  refers to 

Hashem saying “Enough” to the universe, as it says in 

Chagigah 12a.  Meaning that He puts an end to the 

evil forces that scheme to destroy the world.  This is 

what occurred in Mitzrayim, when Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu promised to end Klal Yisroel’s servitude to 

Mitzrayim.  Klal Yisroel were entrenched in the 

Tumah of Mitzrayim, and they were about to enter 

the highest level of Tumah, the fiftieth level, a point 

of no return.  Therefore, Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

shortened the exile to 210 years, and took them out 

miraculously with the Shem Havayah, which infuses 

new existence into the world.  When we will be 

Zoche to the future redemption, may it come very 

very soon, we will experience the power of the Name 

of די-ש , when Hashem will say Enough, which will 

bring the world to its completion.   

 This means (5638) – ”למוד הוא“ – שפת אמת 

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu can be known and 

understood, up to a certain degree.  Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu performed an amazing feat of 

compressing His infinite and awesome greatness into 

the letters of the Torah.  A man of flesh and blood 

can never grasp more than a small part of Hashem’s 

majesty, the mere fact that even this amount is 

attainable through the study of Torah is something 

that man must be eternally grateful to Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu for.  As Chazal say, that when one learns 

Torah, Hakodosh Boruch Hu learns it with him.    

צדוק הכהן' ר   He is the“ – ”פודה הוא“ – 

Redeemer.”  Hakodosh Boruch Hu provides us with a 

myriad of ways to redeem ourselves.  There are times 

that one is suffering and does not realize that his 

suffering is a way of cleansing himself from his sins.  

There are many ways one can be redeemed, though 

one should always be mindful of how he can redeem 

himself from his sins.  There are times that he is given 

many obvious opportunities to redeem himself, yet 

because he is not aware, he does not take advantage 

of the wonderful Chesed that Hakodosh Boruch Hu is 

performing for him by giving him the opportunity to 

redeem himself.  

“ – ישא ברכה  בנה ביתך , ל בנה-א, ל בנה-א

 The first two Batei Mikdoshos did not last – ”בקרוב

for eternity, for they were built by man.  However, 

the third and final Bais Hamikdash will last for 

eternity, for it will be built by Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  

He will do so for our good, and everything Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu does is eternal.  The Avos Hakdoshim are 

K’neged the Batei Mikdoshos.  Avrohom and Yitzchok 

called it הר and שדה and it did not remain. However, 

Yaakov’s, which he called בית, will be eternal.  We 

beseech Hakodosh Boruch Hu that we should be 

Zoche to the Bais Hamikdash once again – “בנה ביתך” 

– “Your house” – Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s house – for 

that will be eternal.  

“ – זרע קודש   , אדיר הוא יבנה ביתו בקרוב

ל בנה בנה -ל בנה א-א, במהרה במהרה בימינו בקרוב

קרובביתך ב ” – We say in Shemoneh Esrei, “ ובנה אותה

 We are saying that the Bais Hamikdash  ”.בקרוב בימינו

should be built within our days.  Meaning that when 

one serves Hakodosh Boruch Hu, performing Mitzvos 

and learning Torah, he is building the Bais 

Hamikdash.  Some people only build a few bricks 

towards the building of the Bais Hamikdash in a day, 

while others build many.  It all depends on one’s 

actions.  When we will perform enough Mitzvos and 

learning of Torah, we will have enough bricks to 

complete the Bais Hamikdash and be Zoche to 

receive it once again.  However, often we perform 

Mitzvos and learn Torah in a manner which is not 

optimal.  For that we request a Chesed of Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, from the Shem Hashem of ל-א , that He 

accept our sub-par Mitzvos and Torah, and use it for 

the building of the Bais Hamikdash, so that we can be 

Zoche to finally receive the final and eternal Bais 

Hamikdash.   

 – ”אדיר הוא יבנה ביתו בקרוב“ - דברי שאול 

We say this, and beseech Hakodosh Boruch Hu that 

we should be Zoche to the rebuilding of the Bais 

Hamikdash, as Chazal tell us that we were redeemed 

from Mitzrayim in Nisan, and we will be Zoche to the 

Geulah Shlaima in Nisan.   

“ – חסד לאברהם  פודה הוא, חסיד הוא ” - Being 

that Klal Yisroel will be redeemed in Nisan, at this 

auspicious time, after Klal Yisroel have performed 

many Mitzvos, we are Mispalel that we be redeemed 

immediately, for it is the appropriate time – the 

month of Nisan. Although we are not worthy of the 

Geulah, we ask Hakodosh Boruch Hu for great mercy, 

and with that we have Bitachon that we will in fact be 
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Zoche to the Geulah Shlaima Bimheira B’yameinu 

Amein.   

 Why – ”אדיר הוא יבנה ביתו בקרוב“ - ויחי יוסף 

do we have this Tefilah that we should be Zoche to 

the rebuilding of the Bais Hamikdash expeditiously, at 

the end of the Pesach Seder?  Rosh Hashanah 11a – 

Rebbe Yehoshua says that Klal Yisroel were 

redeemed from Mitzrayim in the month of Nisan, and 

we will be redeemed in the future – the final 

redemption – in the month of Tishrei.  Rebbe Eliezer 

says that we were redeemed in Nisan, and we will be 

redeemed in Nisan in the future.  The general rule is 

that we do not Pasken like Rebbe Eliezer, and 

therefore the assumption would be that here too we 

do not Pasken like him.  Yet it says in the Yalkut in 

Parshas Chukas, that Hakodosh Boruch Hu was saying 

a Halacha in the name of Rebbe Eliezer.  It appears 

that in Shomayim the P’sak is like Rebbe Eliezer.  

Rebbe Yehoshua responded that Torah is not in 

Shomayim, and we do not follow the P’sak of 

Shomayim, instead we follow the P’sak from down 

here.  While Rebbe Yehoshua is correct, it is only for 

that which pertain to matters of this world.  

However, that which pertains to matters from Above, 

we do follow the P’sak from Above.  Therefore, in 

regards to when it will be decided Above as to when 

Klal Yisroel will be Zoche to the final Geulah, we 

Pasken like Rebbe Eliezer, that Klal Yisroel will be 

redeemed in Nisan.  With this P’shat, we can explain 

the words from this Piyut, “למוד הוא” – words which 

the Chasam Sofer has great difficulty with, for he says 

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu does not learn anything 

from anyone.  With our understanding, we can say 

that it means that Hakodosh Boruch Hu is teaching 

the Halachah – saying over the Halacha in the name 

of Rebbe Eliezer, that Klal Yisroel will be Zoche to be 

redeemed in Nisan.  It is not that Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu learned what He didn’t know, rather it means that 

He said it in his name.   

 A Yid must – ”קדוש הוא“ – 23 – נדחי ישראל 

try his utmost to be Kodosh through his thoughts and 

actions, being that we are called after the Name of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and He is Kodosh.   

במהרה במהרה בימינו “ – מחצית השקל 

 quickly by Hakodosh ”מהרה“ – Gittin 88b – ”בקרוב

Boruch Hu is 852 years, like the Gematria of the 

word, “ונושנתם”.  Therefore we add, “בימינו” – that 

Moshiach should come in our days, quickly for us, so 

that we should be Zoche to live it and see it.   

“ – מרבה לספר  ל בנה בנה ביתך -ל בנה א-א

 three times in order ”בנה“ We say the word – ”בקרוב

to strengthen what we are speaking about.  We do 

this by the Terumas Halishka (Shekalim 3:3) by 

Chalitzah, and many other places. This Piyut was 

written in the sequence of the Aleph Bais because 

Klal Yisroel sinned with the twenty two letters of the 

Aleph Bais, as it says in Medrash Eichah (24) that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu told Avrohom Avinu that the 

twenty two letters can come and bear testimony that 

Klal Yisroel sinned.  Therefore, we ask Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu that in the Zechus of our learning the 

Torah, using the twenty two letters, we should 

receive an atonement, and be Zoche to the Geulah.  

ם"חידושי הרי   One of the – ”מלך הוא“ – 

Middos of Hakodosh Boruch Hu is Malchus.  The 

purpose of the creation of the entire world is so that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s Malchus, Kingdom, should be 

revealed to the world.   

'מלחמות ד   – ”אדיר הוא יבנה ביתו בקרוב“ - 

The intention of the composer of this Shira is to 

ingrain in our hearts the Emunah that we will be 

Zoche to the Geulah Shlaima, just as we were Zoche 

to Geulas Mitzrayim.   

 – ”במהרה במהרה בימינו בקרוב“ - נגיד ונפיק 

This can be explained with the words of the Gra in 

Aderes Eliyahu, Parshas Ha’azinu, explaining the 

words in Kaddish, “בעגלה ובזמן קריב” – “Swiftly and 

in a close time.”  “בעגלה” – Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

should bring the Geulah swiftly, and also the actual 

Geulah, “ובזמן קרוב” should be here soon.  There are 

many steps to the process of the Geulah, like 

Techiyas Hameisim, and the war of Gog and Magog.  

We beseech Hakodosh Boruch Hu that all of the steps 

should come swiftly so that we reach the final Geulah 

quickly.  That is what we are saying here: “ מהרה ב

 ,The Geulah should come very speedily – ”במהרה

 and also all of the steps necessary to achieve ”בקרוב“

the Geulah should be one after another in quick 

succession.   

 The – ”אדיר הוא יבנה ביתו בקרוב“ - ברך משה 

third Bais Hamikdash will come down from 

Shomayim, a building of fire – it will be a building 

constructed from Ruchniyos; Torah and Mitzvos that 

Klal Yisroel performed (Zohar, Pinchos 221).  Just as 
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with a physical building, one places row upon row of 

bricks to build it, so too the Torah and Mitzvos create 

the Ruchniyos fire bricks, and they are placed one on 

top of another to construct the building.  The 

Tzaddikim were not Zoche yet to build the Mikdash is 

because when one sins, it causes a part of the 

building to be removed.  That is why there is a 

Mitzvah of giving Tochacha to another Yid, for one’s 

sins have a direct effect upon the rest of Klal Yisroel.  

Those sins are removing the bricks placed there by 

Torah and Mitzvos.  Being that on the night of Pesach 

there are so many Mitzvos, so many in Klal Yisroel all 

together building the Bais Hamikdash, it would stand 

to reason that it is a time that the Bais Hamikdash will 

finally be complete, and we will be Zoche to see it.  It 

is for this reason that we say this Tefilah after the 

Seder, that we should now be Zoche to see the 

eternal Bais Hamikdash.   

“ - ערוגת הבשם  ל בנה בנה ביתך -ל בנה א-א

“ Tehillim 29:11 – ”בקרוב יברך את ' ד, עוז לעמו יתן' ד

 Hashem will give strength to His“ – ”עמו בשלום

nation, Hashem will bless His nation with peace.”  It 

says in the Sefer Chareidim, 66 that if there is no 

foundation there cannot be a long-lasting building.  

Therefore, one must first build a solid foundation, 

and then construct the building.  Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu tells Klal Yisroel that they should build the 

foundation for the Mikdash, and He will then 

construct the building.  The only way to construct a 

solid foundation is with Sholom, peace.  Klal Yisroel 

must have Sholom so that they could build the 

foundation, and be Zoche to have the Bais Hamikdash 

rebuilt.   

 The – ”פסח“ – Haggadah – ארח חיים 

Gematria of “פסח” is double the Gematria of “למד”.  

This teaches us that on Pesach there are two types of 

Limud, studying, that must be done on the night of 

Pesach: recounting the miracles that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu performed for Klal Yisroel, and the 

learning of Torah.  “מצה” – in its full form ( , י"צד, ם"מ

א"ה ) is the same Gematria as “קץ” – the end.  (If we 

perform the Mitzvos of Matzah, Pesach, in the proper 

manner, we will be Zoche to see the Geulah). 

ק"רד   – Tehillim 8:2 “ אדנינו מה אדיר שמך ' ד

 Hashem, our Master, how mighty is“ – ”בכל הארץ

Your Name throughout the earth.”  Writing, “How 

mighty is Your Name” is like writing, “How mighty are 

You.”  “ והוא שמו, כי שמו הוא ” – “For His Name is He, 

and He is His Name.”  The name of a person is at 

most a description of a person, more often just a way 

to identify the person.  By Hakodosh Boruch Hu, His 

Name is not just a Name, it is a description of Who He 

is.  What we know of the Ribbono Shel Olam is only 

the Name, only the Midah. For there is no person in 

the world who can actually have an understanding of 

Who is, What is, Hashem.  The only way we know 

Hashem is the way He appears to us, the way He 

reveals Himself to us, and those are the Sheimos, His 

Names.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu, Himself, does not have 

a Name, rather they are just ways for us to have a 

little understanding of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  

Therefore, when one wants to say something to the 

Ribbono Shel Olam, and he says Your Name, it’s one 

and the same (based on the understanding of Rav 

Hillel David, Shlita). 

 Perhaps now we can understand why this 

Piyut/Shira, is said at the end of the Pesach Seder.  

Leil Pesach, the night of Pesach, we relive the Geulah 

of Mitzrayim, and yearn and look forward to the 

ultimate Geulah, which we should be Zoche to very 

soon.  We were slaves of Paroah, and were freed 

from him for eternity.  What was the purpose in our 

being redeemed?  It was only so that we should be 

able to serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu, to be Zoche to 

the ultimate Geulah, with the rebuilding of the Bais 

Hamikdash.  We must demonstrate our intense 

desire with passionate yearning for the Bais 

Hamikdash.  We must not only want it in theory, but 

we must want it to come now.  אדיר הוא – Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu is Mighty, and can rebuild the Bais 

Hamikdash.  We seek out various Names of Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu representing Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and 

beseech Him through those Names that we be Zoche 

to the rebuilding of the Bais Hamikdash.  Just as we 

do not, and cannot, truly understand Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, yet we try to come as close to Him as we 

can, so too we must yearn for the Bais Hamikdash so 

that we can have a better understanding of Hashem, 

and come closer to Him.  The Yom Tov of Pesach is a 

celebration of the past, and a longing for the true 

celebration in the future.  May we be Zoche to see 

the eternal Geulah, so that we can be connected to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, במהרה בימינו אמן! 
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אחד מי יודע? אחד אני יודע אחד “ – הגדה

אלקינו שבשמים ובארץ. שנים מי 

 ”יודע......

“Who knows one? I know one: One is our G-d, in 

heaven and on earth. Who knows two?.....?.  In most 

Haggadah’s this is said before Chad Gadya, while 

other Hagaddah’s have this said at the very end of 

the Haggadah.  We begin by asking a question, “Who 

knows one?”  We answer that question and say that 

we know that one is Hashem, and then we go on to 

say, “Who knows two?”  We answer that the Luchos 

are two, and that Hashem in One, and then we 

continue to ask and answer up to and including the 

number thirteen.  Why do we say this at all on the 

night of Pesach, as part of the Haggadah?  The 

following Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, and 

perhaps support the P’shat offered in the closing 

paragraph. 

“ – ברכת השיר  ?אחד מי יודע ” – The purpose 

of this Shira is to teach us that even that which is well 

known, one does not truly know and understand it.  

One may have a basic knowledge to know what the 

answer to a question is, but he does not necessarily 

truly understand why that answer is in fact correct, 

and the depth of the answer.  Who knows one, is well 

known that it refers to the Oneness of Hashem.  Do 

we really understand its meaning?  This Shira is to 

teach us that we must know what one is – One is our 

G-d in heaven and on earth.  He controls everything 

Above, and everything below.  

ם שיק"מהר  - “ ?אחד מי יודע ” – We believe 

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu is one, and this will never 

change.  All his actions, even those that appear to be 

evil to us, are in fact for good.  Brochos 60b – “ כל מה

 All that Hakodosh Boruch“ – ”דעביד רחמנא לטב עביד

Hu does, He does for good.”  Yosef Hatzaddik 

appeared to have an extremely difficult life.  He was 

sold into slavery and had many tests along the way, 

while living amongst the other nations of the world.  

Bereishis 39:21 “ את יוסף' ויהי ד ” – Even after Yosef 

rose to power in Mitzrayim, he remained loyal to 

Hashem.  This is a sign for us that we must withstand 

all tests at all times, and remain loyal to Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu.  We can also learn from Yosef, that many 

times evil ultimately brings goodness.  Bereishis 46:29 

 And he (Yosef) fell on his“ – ”ויפול על צואריו ויבך“

(father’s  ( neck and wept.” After many years of 

Yaakov and Yosef, father and son, being apart, they 

are reunited.  Rashi asks why only Yosef wept, while 

the Posuk does not tell us that Yaakov wept?  Rashi 

says that Yaakov did not cry, for he was saying Krias 

Shema. If at that time it was the appropriate time to 

say Krias Shema, then why wasn’t Yosef saying Krias 

Shema as well?  “ אחד' אלקינו ד' שמע ישראל ד ” – 

“Hear Yisroel, Hashem, our G-d, Hashem is One.”  The 

Shem Havayah of Hakodosh Boruch Hu represents 

Chesed, and Rachmanus, while the Shem Elokim 

represents Din, judgment.  We say that Hashem, 

Midas Harachamim, and Elokim, Midas Hadin – is all 

One, it is all Hashem, Midas Harachamim.  Yosef 

already recognized this, for he saw all that appeared 

to be Din to him, turned into Rachamim, as he 

became the viceroy in Mitzrayim.  Yaakov recognized 

at that moment, that all those lost years, years 

without Yosef, were all for good, and it was at this 

point that he said Shema, while for Yosef it was not 

necessary for he already knew and experienced this.  

This is why the Ba’al Haggadah chose this Shira at the 

end of the Haggadah.  After telling over the story of 

Klal Yisroel, the good things and the bad things that 

occurred to them, we ask, who knows one?  We 

answer, I know one, I know that all the wickedness of 

the Mitzriyim that they unleashed upon us was 

ultimately for our benefit.  I know that everything is 

Hashem, in the heavens and on the earth.   

ל דיסקין"מהרי   Each person – ”אחד אני יודע“ – 

has his own understanding based on his own 

capabilities of the Oneness of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  

Tehillim 29:4 “ בכח' קול ד ” – The sound of Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu is heard, based upon the strength of each 

individual; the young on their level, the women on 

their level, and the elders on their level.  Why was 

the command of אלקיך' אנכי ד  counted amongst the 

Mitzvos of the Torah, of knowing Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu, when Klal Yisroel already knew Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu from what they saw in Mitzrayim, and when the 

left Mitzrayim?  The command is not to just to 

believe in Hakodosh Boruch Hu, but to believe in His 
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Oneness.  Each individual must come to the 

realization of Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s oneness in the 

world, on his level.   

ישראלישמח    – “ אחד אני יודע? אחד מי יודע ” – 

Who can possibly know the Oneness of Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu?  It is only he who knows that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu is the G-d of the heavens and of the earth.  

The other nations of the world may believe that there 

is a G-d Who created the world, but they believe he 

remains in the heavens.  Klal Yisroel know that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu rules over the heavens and the 

earth, and more importantly, they understand that 

they cannot possibly fathom the true greatness of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  They believe that they are 

nothing compared to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and they 

believe in the greatness of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.   

“ - הגדה במסילה  אחד אני יודע? אחד מי יודע ” 

– What is the connection between this Piyut and 

Pesach, that we say it at the end of the Haggadah?  

This was instituted at a time when Klal Yisroel were 

not living in their land, and the children went out into 

the world, and learned the wisdom of the other 

nations.  They always returned for Pesach, where the 

four questions were asked.  The fathers asked their 

children the thirteen questions of this Piyut so that 

their answers would remind them, and ensure for the 

future that they would not forget the Ikrei Hada’as, 

and the sources of the Avos and the Imahos.   

“ - הגדה במסילה  אחד אני יודע? אחד מי יודע ” 

– Why were Klal Yisroel allowed to leave Mitzrayim 

before the 400 years that was decreed was 

complete?  One of the answers is that the Shechina 

was with them, and that completed the 400 years.  

“ בארץאחד אלקינו שבשמים ו ” – The Shechina came 

down from the Heavens to the earth, in order to be 

with Klal Yisroel, so that the decree of 400 years 

against them would be complete.   

א "מהרש  – Brochos 7b -  עד שבא אברהם

"וקראו אדון ” – “Until Avrohom came and called Him, 

Master.”  Until this point the Ribbono Shel Olam had 

been identified with the Shem Havayah symbolizing 

the existence of the Ribbono Shel Olam.  Avrohom 

Avinu added to this and referred to the Ribbono Shel 

Olam with the Shem Adnus symbolizing the Ribbono 

Shel Olam’s mastery over the world and His ability to 

alter and annul decrees and change the constitution 

of the heavens.   

עד שבא אברהם וקראו  - Brochos 7b – ח"צל 

"אדון ” – There were those who believed that Hashem 

was the creator of the world.  However they believed 

that after the Ribbono Shel Olam created the world, 

He no longer was involved in what happened in the 

world.  All that transpired in the world would be 

dictated by the stars and constellations.    Avrohom 

Avinu came to the realization that everything that 

happens to a person is because of the merits or 

demerits that he has.  Avrohom Avinu publicized this 

characteristic of the Ribbono Shel Olam to the world.  

The Ribbono Shel Olam is in control over every detail 

that occurs in this world.  He is the Master over all! 

פני יהושע    - Brochos 7b -  עד שבא אברהם

"וקראו אדון ” – Had we not seen from Avrohom to call 

the Ribbono Shel Olam with the Shem Adnus, it may 

have been prohibited to address the Ribbono Shel 

Olam with the Shem Adnus.  A master needs his 

slaves, something that does not apply to Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu.  When using the Shem Adnus for the 

Ribbono Shel Olam it is only a reference to the fact 

that He controls every aspect of this world.  He does 

not need us. 

אל אברם לך ' ויאמר ד" 39:1 – בראשית רבה  

" לך מארצך – Tehillim 45:11 שמעי בת וראי והטי אזנך "

 R’ Yitzchok – Moshol – A – "ושכחי עמך ובית אביך

passerby saw a palace ablaze.  He said to himself, can 

it be that this palace is without a supervisor?  The 

owner of the palace peered out at him and said to 

him, “I am the master of the palace!”  So too our 

forefather Avrohom said to himself, can it be that this 

(magnificent) world is without a supervisor?”   The 

Ribbono Shel Olam peeked out at Avrohom and said 

to him, “I am the Master of the world!” 

' ויאמר ד" Bereishis Rabbah 39:1 –  ידי משה 

" אל אברם לך לך מארצך – If one were to see a palace 

ablaze with no one attending to put out the fire, he 

would think that there is no supervisor of the palace.  

Someone obviously built the palace, however he no 

longer looks after it.  The Ribbono Shel Olam told 

Avrohom that he created the world and now wants it 
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to be on fire because of the evil actions of the evil 

people of this world.  The Ribbono Shel Olam 

commanded Avrohom to leave the land that he was 

in because it was filled with evil, and there was a fire 

burning it.   

ויאמר " Bereishis Rabbah 39:1 -שם משמואל  

"אל אברם לך לך מארצך' ד - How could it be that only 

Avrohom realized that the world has a Master, the 

Ribbono Shel Olam?  Chazal tell us that Avrohom 

recognized the Creator of the world from the age of 3 

according to some and according to others at the age 

of 48.  Avrohom was older than that at this time and 

had already gone into the כבשן האש.  He risked his 

life by going into fire, and was saved.  Certainly he 

knew already that the Ribbono Shel Olam constantly 

supervises the world.  However, Avrohom thought 

that the Ribbono Shel Olam only takes an interest in 

those who follow His will.  Those who do not follow 

His will, He lets them wallow in their filth on this 

world.  The Medrash is telling us that now Avrohom 

realized that even regarding the most evil of people; 

the Ribbono Shel Olam is constantly supervising 

them.  It may seem as though the palace that is 

ablaze has no one watching over it.  Even in that 

situation, if one calls out to the Ribbono Shel Olam he 

will see that the Ribbono Shel Olam is also supervising 

him.   

אלקים ' אדנ, ויאמר" 15:8 –מעין בית השואבה 

"במה אדע כי אירשנה - Hakodosh Boruch Hu had been 

known as the King of the world.  However, a king 

does not necessarily know all of his constituents.  

Avrohom Avinu called the Ribbono Shel Olam by the 

name Master.  A master knows all of his slaves. 

“ - נגיד ונפיק  אחד אני יודע? אחד מי יודע ” – It 

is brought down in הגדה מרבה לספר that the source 

of this Piyut was found written on parchment in the 

Bais Medrash of Rebbe Eliezer Migarmiza, the Ba’al 

Rokeach.  It was then established to be said on the 

night of Pesach each year.  (The author of this Piyut 

seems to be shrouded in mystery.  Although it is 

claimed to be sourced from the Rokeach, it appears 

that it was not in the Rokeach’s Haggadah). In that 

Haggadah, the Posuk of Shema Yisroel was written 

before this Piyut.  Perhaps it was to remind them that 

if they had said Shema before the Z’man so that they 

could begin the Seder, they should remember to say 

it at this point.  

“ - שפת אמת  אחד אני יודע? אחד מי יודע ” – 

After going through the Haggadah, one can become a 

bit arrogant, thinking about how Klal Yisroel were 

enslaved, yet came out victorious against all odds.  

We say this Piyut to remind us that it is all from 

Hashem.    

“ - אבי עזרי  אחד אני יודע? אחד מי יודע ” – 

Shemos 16:6 “ הוציא אתכם מארץ ' ערב וידעתם כי ד

 This Posuk is written after all of the Makkos – ”מצרים

in Mitzrayim, after Klal Yisroel had the great miracle 

of the splitting of the sea occur for them, and all of 

the miracles at the sea, and so on..  Was that not 

enough for Klal Yisroel to believe that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu took them out?  Klal Yisroel said that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu took them out, but it was only 

superficial, they did not internalize that message.  

That is not called “knowing”.  We say at the end of 

the Pesach Seder “Who knows One,” – who really 

knows and internalizes that message of One?  We are 

to answer, “I know One – One is Hashem in the 

Heaven and the earth.” 

“ - חתן סופר  אחד אני יודע? אחד מי יודע ” – We 

go through a whole Seder, we say Maggid, we discuss 

numerous miracles that occurred for Klal Yisroel – but 

the bottom line is that we are still in Golus.  One 

could question what was the point of being 

redeemed from Mitzrayim, if we are still in Golus?  

We say this Piyut to let us know that it was well 

worth it, and a great Zechus to be redeemed.  We 

were Zoche to know the Oneness of Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu.  It is only Klal Yisroel, who were redeemed from 

Mitzrayim, that were Zoche to this.  Due to being 

redeemed, Klal Yisroel were Zoche to the Luchos.  All 

13 sayings are to give us reasons why it was a great 

Zechus for us to be redeemed from Mitzrayim, 

although we remain in Golus to this day.   

“ - מגיד מישרים  אחד אני יודע? אחד מי יודע ” – 

This Piyut was Niskan to be said so that the children 

should remain awake.  They should be asked what 

the numbers represent, for by making it interactive it 

will keep them awake. 
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“ - שם משמואל  י יודעאחד אנ? אחד מי יודע ” – 

It says in the Medrash in Bereishis that when a king of 

flesh and blood wants to build a palace, he has 

blueprints with which he follows in order to know 

what goes where in the palace.  The Torah is the 

blueprint of the world - if it’s not in the Torah, that it 

would not be in existence.  One should not think that 

being that there exists a concept of Gezel, stealing, in 

the world, the Torah said Lo Sigzol, do not steal.  

Rather, it is because the Torah says, “לא תגזול” – 

there was a concept created in the world called 

Gezel, and it is prohibited to do.  Had it not been 

written in the Torah, the blueprints of the world, 

there would have been absolutely no concept of 

stealing in the world.  Why does the number one 

exist? It exists only to teach us the Oneness of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  This applies to all the numbers 

– the number two was created for the Luchos, and so 

on.   

אביי ורבא הוו יתבי “ – Brochos 48a – בן יהוידע 

 Abaya and Rava were sitting in front“ – ”קמיה דרבה

of Rabbah (when they were young children).”  

Rabbah said to them: “To Whom do we make 

Brochos?” They answered him: “To Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu.”  Rabbah retorted: “And where does Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu dwell?”  Rava pointed upward toward the 

ceiling, and Abaya went outside and pointed towards 

the sky.  Rabbah told both of them that they will 

grow up to be Rabbonim.  The Gemara does not 

explain why Rabbah said this.  What did Rabbah see 

from these two young children that made him believe 

they would become Rabbonim?  Naturally, one would 

answer the question that Rabbah posed by answering 

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu is in Shomayim.  Rabbah 

would then ask them, “where is Shomayim” to see if 

they understand what they are saying.  Both children 

were wise, and pointed upwards, for they already 

understood where Hakodosh Boruch Hu was, and 

they pointed to show definitely where Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu is.   

“ – Vayeira 113b –זוהר   ד בנס הפלא המיוח

 The unique wonder that occurred“ – ”קריעת ים סוף

by the miracle of the splitting of the sea”.  There was 

something unique about the miracle of Krias Yam Suf, 

that which is not found by any other miracle.  There 

are miracles that “save”, and miracles that “punish”.   

However, at Krias Yam Suf both of these 

contradictory factors occurred.  The sea split to 

“save” Klal Yisroel, and the same miracle then 

“punished” the Mitzriyim by drowning them.  

לחם “ – Pesach – Pesachim 115b – פרי צדיק 

דברים הרבה עוני שעונין עליו ” – “It is called ‘Bread of 

Poverty’ for over it we answer many things…”  The 

bread of Pesach is called “Lechem Oni” because it is 

bread over which we “answer” many things.  We 

learn from this that we need to say the Hagaddah in 

a question and answer format.  The son asks the 

father the Mah Nishtanah questions.  If there is no 

son, the wife asks; and if there is no wife, the man 

asks himself.  The reason for this obligation is 

because a question and answer format makes a 

person feel something new.  On the night of Pesach 

we must feel the newness of our own leaving 

Mitzrayim.   

 Perhaps now we can understand why we say 

this at the conclusion of the Haggadah.  There were 

what appear to be many ups and downs in the 

Haggadah.  At certain times Klal Yisroel were 

enslaved to other nations of the world, and at other 

times, they were freed from them and amazing 

miracles occurred to save them.  Before we finish the 

Haggadah we are taught a very important lesson.  

We count up to thirteen, and each time we count 

down to the number One – to the One – to Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu.  It is not enough to say it, we must feel it 

anew at all times.  We use a question and answer 

format to ingrain this message within us, and to keep 

it fresh.  As we say in Shema – the Chesed and Din of 

Hashem is all one – it is all good for us.  What 

appeared to be “bad” for us, was all in reality good 

for us.  We need to make that connection with 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, He is One, and we have the 

opportunity to have a one on one, direct connection 

to Him.  May we be Zoche to truly achieve that level 

of having a direct connection with Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu, and be Zoche to see the ultimate Geulah, where 

we will all be able to see how everything was for our 

good, במהרה בימינו אמן! 
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חד גדיא, חד “ – הגדה של פסח

גדיא, דזבין אבא בתרי זוזי חד 

גדיא, חד גדיא. ואתא שונרא ואכלה לגדיא 

 ”דזבין אבא בתרי זוזא חד גדיא חד גדיא

“A kid, a kid, that father bought for two 

Zuzim, a kid, a kid.  A cat came and devoured 

the kid that the father bought for two Zuzim, 

a kid, a kid.” After the cat, a dog came, then a 

stick, and so on until at the end of the poem, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu came and slew the 

Malach Hamaves.  At the end of each stanza, 

it repeats, a kid, a kid.  Why does it say “a 

kid” after all stanzas?  If the kid was eaten by 

the cat, then it should not keep repeating the 

kid, for it was already devoured.  The 

following Divrei Torah will expound on this 

topic, and perhaps support the P’shat offered 

in the closing paragraph. 

א"גר   There is a general – ”חד גדיא“ – 

rule that all the good that was and will be, in 

Olam Hazeh and in Olam Haba’ah, are all 

inherited from our forefathers at the time 

that Yitzchok Bentched Yaakov.  If not for 

Yaakov receiving the Brochos, we would be 

bereft of all, and all would be for Eisav.  There 

were two goats that Yaakov brought to 

Yitzchok at the time that Yitzchok gave 

Yaakov the Brochos.  One goat was for the 

Korbon Pesach, and the other goat was for 

the Chagigah.  The goats were good for 

Yaakov, and for all of his future generations.  

It was good for Yaakov, for he received the 

Brochos.  It was good for his descendants, for 

they were Zoche to bring two goats to attain 

atonement on Yom Hakippurim - one for 

Hashem, and one for Azazel.  One of the 

goats is for Hashem so that we may achieve a 

Kaparah, and the other goat is to appease the 

Satan so that he should not attempt to 

prosecute Klal Yisroel.  Yaakov gave these 

Brochos to his son Yosef, and gave him the 

Bechora as well.  The other brothers were 

very jealous of Yosef.  “ואתא שנרא” – “And 

the cat came.”  The nature of a cat is to be 

jealous.  The Shevatim were jealous of Yosef.  

Chad Gadya reminds us that it is all from our 

forefathers, all the way till the end, till the 

times of Moshiach.  “ ה"ואתא הקב ” – “And 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu came”, after Moshiach 

will come, Hakodosh Boruch Hu will return to 

us all of the Brochos.   

“ – אור פני משה  ואתא ... ואתא שונרא

ה ושחט למלאך המות"הקב ” – The Ba’al 

Hamagid alludes to us the beginning of the 

Golus, and that on this very night we left 

Mitzrayim.  In the month of Nissan we were 

redeemed, and in the month of Nissan we 

will be redeemed once again in the future, a 

final redemption (Rosh Hashanah 11a).  The 

nations of the world feared Klal Yisroel after 

hearing about all of the miracles that 

occurred on their behalf in Mitzrayim.  “  ואתא

 ”שונרא“ – ”came ’שונרא‘ And the“ – ”שונרא

has the same letters as “שונא ראשון” the first 

hatred, which refers to Amalek who were the 

first to challenge Klal Yisroel after they left 

Mitzrayim.  “ ה"ואתא הקב ” – Sukkah 52a – 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu will slaughter the Yetzer 

Hara in front of the Tzaddikim and the 

Resha’im.  This is to be a Nechama for us, in 

this bitter Golus, and that we should yearn 

for the coming of Moshiach every day.   

 – הגדה של פסח מבעל הערוך השלחן 

“ חד גדיא, דזבין אבא בתרי זוזי חד גדיא ” – At 
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the end of the Hagadah we say Chad Gadya, 

which is a Remez to the time that we left 

Mitzrayim until the time of the ultimate 

Geulah when we will be Zoche to see the 

coming of Moshiach.  The brothers selling 

Yosef into servitude was what caused Klal 

Yisroel to be exiled in Mitzrayim.  They 

slaughtered a goat, to have blood to show 

their father that Yosef was killed, and they 

sold him for twenty silver coins.  There were 

ten brothers, which means that each brother 

sold Yosef for two silver coins (10 brothers 

times 2 coins each is a total of 20 coins they 

received).  “אבא” is a Loshon of Chashivus, 

being important, as we see in the Gemara 

numerous times that a Rav is called “Abba” – 

Abba Shaul.  “דזבין אבא בתרי זוזי”- Each of 

the brothers sold “Abba”, one of great 

importance – Yosef Hatzaddik, for two Zuzim.  

The end of the phrase is, “ גדיא חד, חד גדיא ” – 

meaning woe to us that we caused this to 

happen.  The end is where Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu slaughters the Malach Hamaves, as is 

brought down in Sefer Daniel, when the 

whole world will recognize that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu is the King of the world.   

ץ"תשב   This song was – ”חד גדיא“ – 

written in the form of a riddle.  There are 

many hidden things to be found in this 

conundrum.  The author wrote it in this way 

so that much thought would be given to it.  

Most people enjoy figuring out brainteasers.  

Each individual must interpret this puzzle 

with the understanding of the great good 

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu showers upon him.  

This should bring one to speak more and 

more about Yetzias Mitzrayim.   

 ,In this Piyut – ”חד גדיא“ – חתם סופר 

liturgy, there is a Remez to the Korbon Pesach 

and the Korbon Chagigah.  This Piyut is to 

make us yearn for the return of the Bais 

Hamikdash so that we can once again bring 

the Korbon Pesach and the Korbon Chagigah.  

“ חד גדיא, חד גדיא ” – is a Remez to the Korbon 

Pesach and the Korbon Chagigah.  “שונרא” – 

is "שורה נאה"  – a beautiful row, a Remez to 

the Chaburos, groups, with which the Korbon 

Pesach was eaten.  “כלבא” – is the time that 

Pesach is eaten – which is until midnight, the 

time that the dogs howl.  “חוטרא” – Is the  עצי

 the firewood, which caused the ,המערכה

smoke to rise throughout the night.  “נורא” – 

is the fire of the Mizbe’ach, which burned the 

firewood.  “מיא” – is the water from the Kiyor 

with which the Kohanim washed their hands 

before performing the Avodah.  “תורא” – is 

the Korbon.  “שוחט” – is the Kohen.  “ מלאך

  .is the Soton who attacks Klal Yisroel – ”המות

“ ה ושחט למלאך המות"הקב ואתא ” – This will 

happen in the future, when the Kohanim will 

return to their posts in the Bais Hamikdash.   

 It seems that – ”חד גדיא“ – חתם סופר 

the kid was eaten, yet that does not seem to 

be accurate.  We see the kid in every stanza.  

At the end, the only ones that are left 

standing are Hakodosh Boruch Hu and the 

kid, which is a Remez to Klal Yisroel.  All of the 

other nations of the world are eradicated, 

except for Klal Yisroel.   

 The cat ate – ”חד גדיא“ – בן איש חי 

the kid improperly; he did not have a right to 
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eat it.  If that is correct, then when the dog 

ate the cat, he was justified because the cat 

should have been punished for his improper 

actions.  That would mean that the stick that 

hit the dog acted improperly, the fire acted 

properly, the water acted improperly, the ox 

acted properly, the Shochet acted 

improperly, the Malach Hamaves acted 

properly.  If the Malach Hamaves acted 

properly, then why did Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

punish him?  While it is true that the cat 

acted improperly for eating the kid, who gave 

the dog the right to get involved in that which 

is not his business?  The dog was incorrect for 

punishing the cat.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu had 

decreed that Klal Yisroel would have to go 

through Golus.  Why were the Mitzriyim 

inflicted with harsh punishments, when they 

were just following what Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu had decreed?  Hakodosh Boruch Hu did 

not say that it would be the Mitzriyim who 

would subjugate Klal Yisroel.  The Mitzriyim 

had the choice not to be the ones that 

inflicted pain on Klal Yisroel.  Being that they 

chose to do it, they were properly punished 

for it.   

ם שיק"מהר   This Piyut is – ”חד גדיא“ - 

a Remez that Klal Yisroel were acquired by 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu through the giving of 

the Torah, for the world was only created for 

the Torah.  Klal Yisroel has to make known 

that there is a Hakodosh Boruch Hu Who runs 

the world.  Shemos 19:6 “ ואתם תהיו לי ממלכת

 And you (Klal Yisroel) shall be to Me“ – ”כהנים

(Hakodosh Boruch Hu) a kingdom of 

Kohanim.”  Just as Kohanim are to spread the 

Torah and its rules to Klal Yisroel (Devorim 

33:10), so too Klal Yisroel are to spread 

Emunas Hashem to the world.  Klal Yisroel are 

called “גדי” from a Loshon of “הגדה” – 

“telling over”, for Klal Yisroel are to spread 

and make known the great Name of Hashem 

throughout the world.  Although many 

nations of the world seek to harm and 

eradicate Klal Yisroel, they will remain for 

eternity.   

 This song is a – ”חד גדיא“ - זרע קודש 

Segulah against Ayin Hara, an evil eye.  How 

so?  Chulin 91b – When Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

carved Yaakov Avinu’s likeness into His 

Throne of Glory, the Malachim wanted to 

harm him.  They are jealous of Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu’s affection for Klal Yisroel.  The 

Zohar says that on the night of Pesach, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu gathers His court and 

He tells them to listen to all the praises that 

His children, Klal Yisroel, speak about Him as 

they rejoice in His redemption.  This could 

arouse the jealousy from the ministering 

angels in Heaven.  In this liturgy we see how 

the kid goat is attacked, and his assailants are 

subsequently attacked by even greater 

threats, all the way up to the Angel of Death.  

We are shown how the entire world follows a 

causative chain of events in which one nation 

devours the next.  However, the Malachim 

take note that at the end there is only one 

nation standing with Hakodosh Boruch Hu, 

the kid – Klal Yisroel.  This is a lesson for the 

Malachim not to attack Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu’s nation.   

 Chazal tell – ”חד גדיא“ - מעשה ניסים 

us that the Bais Hamikdash is called “גדי” as 

we see in Shir Hashirim, “בכרמי עין גדי”.  It 
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says in the Yerushalmi that Dovid Hamelech 

collected two Zehuvim from each Shevet.  The 

Bais Hamikdash, “גדי”, was built which is 

 the two Zehuvim which Dovid ,”בתרי זוזא“

collected from each Shevet.    

 – ”דזבין אבא בתרי זוזא“ – אברבנאל 

“That father bought with two Zuzim.”  Yaakov 

Avinu purchased the birthright from Eisav.  

 is the same Gematria as (17 =3+4+10) ”גדי“

 birthright, in Mispar Koton ,”בכורה“

(2+2+6+2+5= 17).  Yaakov bought the 

Bechora from Eisav with the two Zuzim, that 

was the bread and the lentils which Yaakov 

gave to Eisav.   

ם"חידושי הרי   – “ ה ושחט "ואתא הקב

 ,When one is Moser Nefesh – ”למלאך המות

he gives over his Nefesh to Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu.  At the time of saying Krias Shema, it is as 

if he actually performed the act of being 

Moser Nefesh.  However, there is one caveat, 

and that is the person cannot have any sins 

upon him at that time.  One who is free of 

sin, it is as if he is an actual Korbon being 

brought on the Mizbe’ach, just as Yitzchok 

Avinu was at the Akeida.  Therefore one must 

do Teshuva before saying Krias Shema so that 

he should be blemish free, and be a Korbon 

to Hashem.   

“ - פני מנחם  ה ושחט למלאך "ואתא הקב

 The Gemara says that one must – ”המות

always wage war with his Yetzer Hara.  If he 

wins, good, if not he should toil in Torah.  If 

he wins, good, if not he should say Krias 

Shema.  If that also does not help him to 

defeat the Yetzer Hara, then he should 

remind himself of the day of death (Brochos 

5a).  Why not just remind himself of the day 

of death immediately to assist him in 

defeating the Yetzer Hara?  The Yetzer Hara 

tries to make people sad, something which 

inherently is not good for one’s Avodas 

Hashem.  Therefore, one should try all other 

methods to help himself before using the 

method of the day of death, for that brings 

one to sadness.  

 The kid – ”חד גדיא“ – ברכת השיר 

refers to Klal Yisroel, and the two Zuzim refer 

to the two words which Klal Yisroel said when 

they were offered the Torah,” נעשה ונשמע”.   

 Perhaps now we can understand the 

great significance in the Piyut with which we 

end the Hagadah, and why we keep 

mentioning the kid.  Although the Piyut 

begins with the kid apparently being 

devoured, it was not really devoured.  The kid 

represents Klal Yisroel.  At times it may seem 

that the kid was devoured, but as we see at 

the end, the kid is the only one left standing, 

together with Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  As we 

end the Hagadah, we must take note of what 

the night of Pesach is all about.  Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu gathers all of the Malachim to 

hear our Shira that we sing to Him.  A key 

point that we can possibly learn from this last 

Piyut is that everything that happens is 

actually for our good.  We start the Hagadah 

with that which seems to be bad for Klal 

Yisroel.  This Piyut demonstrates that there is 

a sequence of events that are required to 

unite us exclusively with Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu.  What may seem to be bad is also good, 

for it is what is necessary to bring us to be 

with Hakodosh Boruch Hu eternally.  May we 

be Zoche to see the ultimate Geulah and be 

united with Hakodosh Boruch Hu forever. 
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תניא רבי אליעזר “ – 109a – מסכת פסחים

אומר חוטפין מצות בלילי פסח בשביל תינוקות 

 ”שלא ישנו

“It was taught in a Braisa: Rebbe Eliezer says that we grab 

Matzos on the night of Pesach on account of the children 

so that they should not fall asleep.”  The Gemara 

immediately before this stated that Rebbe Akiva would 

distribute to the children parched grain and walnuts 

(candy of those days) so that the children should not fall 

asleep and should ask questions. Rebbe Eliezer does not 

say from whom the Matzos are snatched.  What is the 

significance of the Matzah being snatched, and who is 

supposed to snatch it from whom?  There is a Minhag that 

some in Klal Yisroel have the children snatch the Afikomen.  

Is there any source for this Minhag?  The following Divrei 

Torah will expound on this topic, and perhaps support the 

P’shat offered in the closing paragraph. 

ם"רשב   – Pesachim 109a – “חוטפין מצה” – Food 

causes one to become drowsy.  The adults are to grab the 

Matzah from the hands of the children so that they do not 

become drowsy from eating.  This will help the children 

stay awake and they will ask questions regarding the 

peculiar Minhagim being performed by the adults.  

Alternatively, this means that we remove the food from 

the table before the Mah Nishtana in order that the 

children should ask why the food is being removed before 

the food has been eaten.   

 We – ”התינוקות“ – Pesachim 109a – מאירי 

“snatch the Matzos” means that we snatch the Matzos 

from one another (from the adults, not the children) in 

order to arouse the curiosity of the children and they will 

therefore stay awake. 

ם"רמב   – Hilchos Chometz and Matzah 7:3 

ועוקרים השולחן מלפניהם קודם שיאכלו וחוטפין מצה זה “

 We remove the tables“ – ”מיד זה וכיוצא בדברים האלו

from before them, and we snatch Matzah from each 

other’s hands and other things of this sort.”  

ד"ראב   - Hilchos Chometz and Matzah 7:3 - We 

are to hurry to eat the Matzah before the children fall 

asleep.  

 – Hilchos Chometz and Matzah 7:3 - רבינו מנוח 

Tosefta 10:6 – We snatch Matzah from the children so 

that they will ask, and not fall asleep.  

“ – O”C 477:1 – שלחן ערוך  כל הסעודה  לאחר גמר

כזית כל אחד זכר לפסח , אוכלים ממצה השמורה תחת המפה

 ,After the conclusion of the Seudah“ – ”הנאכל על השובע

we eat from the Shemurah Matzah which is under the 

napkin, a K’zayis for everyone as a Zecher for the Korbon 

Pesach which was eaten while satiated.” 

 The Maharil says – ”כזית“ O”C 477:1 – מגן אברהם 

that L’chatchila (preferably) each individual should eat 2 

Zeisim - one as a Zecher for the Pesach, and one as a 

Zecher for the Matzah which was eaten with the Pesach.   

ז"ט   – O”C 447:1 “ דכזית כל אח ” – One must eat 2 

Zeisim for Afikomen for this Mitzvah is more precious than 

other Mitzvos whose Shiur is a Zayis.  If one cannot eat 2 

Zeisim, he should at least eat one.  

 The general – ”כזית“ O”C 477:1 - באר היטב 

consensus amongst the Achronim is that L’chatchila one 

should eat a Shiur of two Zeisim: one as a Zecher for the 

Pesach, and one as a Zecher for the Matzah which was 

eaten with the Pesach.  However, the minimum Shiur is 

one Zayis.  The Rokeach says that the eating of the 

Afikomen should not be a burden.  One should have a 

desire to eat the Afikomen.   

ה"של   – ”ראיתי מבני עליה שהיו מנשקין המצות“ – 

“I have seen that B’nei Aliyah, people of lofty aspirations, 

kiss the Matzos.”  This showed ones love for the Mitzvos.  

Praised is he who serves Hashem with Simcha. 

ח"ב   – 477 “ ש"ומ ” – In the Rambam Perek 8 it is 

Mashma that the reason for eating the Afikomen, Matzah, 

at the end of the Seudah is so that the taste of Matzah 

should remain in his mouth.  The Matzah is a Zecher to Klal 

Yisroel’s freedom like the Pesach.   

אפיקומון נוטריקין “ – Afikomen – מדרש תלפיות 

 – Afikomen is the Notrikin of Afiko Min“ – ”אפיקו מין

Negate the Heretic.”  The Afikomen is brought as a Zecher 

to the Korbon Pesach.  Due to the Korbon Pesach, it was 

known throughout Mitzrayim that the Avodah Zara’s of 

the world have no power.  Klal Yisroel slaughtered their 

sheep, their Avodah Zara’s and no one stopped them.  It 

became known that the Ribbono Shel Olam is the true 

Ruler of the world.  The heretics were proven wrong.  

Another Notrikin is “ 'אפיקי מנ ” – “Taken out from the 

50th”.  Klal Yisroel were saved from the 50th level of Tumas 

Mitzrayim, which would have been a place of no return.  

“ is a Roshei Taivos for אפיקומון דושו קשראל י דהפי -דונא

כריםניד מחביבו ו ” – “Hashem redeemed Yisroel, His holy 

and beloved, from the hands of the Goyim.   

 Perhaps the – ”אפיקומון“ – הגדת ילקוט טוב 

reason for the name “אפיקומון” is because it is a Loshon of 

Cheirus, freedom.  (אפיקומון is a Notrikin for  אפיקו מיני

 bring an assortment of sweets, referring to ,מתיקה

dessert).  Only free people are accustomed to eating 

dessert.  We eat the Matzah as our dessert to 

demonstrate that we are free. 

 – ”מנהג גניבת האפיקומון“ – 1:110 – מכתב סופר 

“There is a Minhag to ‘steal’ the Afikomen.”  It is to remind 

us of the Chesed of the Ribbono Shel Olam that the night 

Klal Yisroel left Mitzrayim, none of the dogs barked.  

Pesachim 113a – Chazal say that one should not live in a 

city without dogs.  Rashi explains that the dogs protect 

from robbers.  The Afikomen is stolen as a Remez that the 
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dogs did not bark that night, and that meant that robbers 

had free reign.   

 There is a Minhag that – ”אפיקמון“ – ברך משה 

the small children steal the Afikomen.  Why?  Chasam 

Sofer – Droshos L’Pesach 268 – Just as one must see 

himself as if he left Mitzrayim, one must see himself as if 

he was an Oved Avodah Zara, and now has returned to 

Hashem.  Chazal were not Mesaken to make a Brocha on 

Sipur Yetzias Mitzrayim, for at that point in time Klal 

Yisroel are like Ovdei Avodah Zara and cannot make 

Brochos – just as a Ger does not make a Brocha until after 

he is Tovel and is Jewish, for beforehand he cannot say, 

 and we were commanded”.  At the point in the“ ,”וצונו“

Hagadah when Klal Yisroel are no longer like Ovdei Avodah 

Zara, there is the Brocha of “אשר גאלנו” which 

encompasses the Brocha of their telling over the great 

miracles that occurred to them.   With the Chasam Sofer, 

we can explain the Minhag.  מ"ח ת"או, שולחן ערוך הרב  – 

Stealing from a Goy is permitted as long as he pays back 

and does not cause a Chilul Hashem.  The children steal 

the Afikomen as a way of demonstrating that Klal Yisroel 

are like Ovdei Avodah Zara at that time.  Then they return 

to Hakodosh Boruch Hu and become the Chosen Nation.  

י שטייף"מהר   – “ כר הצפון לעולם מרמז על הש, צפון

 Tzafon is Meramez to the reward which is hidden“ – ”הבא

for Olam Habah.”  One must sear this into the hearts of 

our children, for if they will not hear it from their elders 

how will they have the proper Emunah in the Ribbono Shel 

Olam?  Therefore, we hide the Afikomen and the children 

search for it.  The one who finds it is rewarded.  This is the 

way to teach our children at the time of eating the 

Afikomen that we must work to receive the hidden 

reward.  That is our entire purpose in this world, to 

prepare ourselves to eat from the true Afikomen.  This 

world is a corridor in preparation of entering the grand 

ballroom.     

 The – ”שמצוה למהר ולאכול“ 472:2 – חק יעקב 

Gemara says that they grabbed Matzah during the night of 

Pesach so that the children should not fall asleep.  The 

Rambam says that the adults grabbed Matzah from each 

other so that the children should ask.  Perhaps this gave 

way for the Minhag that we now have that the children 

grab the Afikomen.  This causes them to remain awake and 

ask questions.  

ואלה שמות בני ישראל “ 1:1 – שפתי כהן על התורה 

 ,Once Klal Yisroel went into Mitzrayim - ”הבאים מצרימה

there was no way out.  The Mitzriyim utilized various 

magic to see to it that no one escaped.  There were ten 

entrances into Mitzrayim.  The Mitzriyim made an image 

of various animals on each entranceway, animals which 

were commonly found in Mitzrayim (dog, ox, camel, 

lion….).   If anyone escaped through one of the entrances, 

the animals in Mitzrayim corresponding to the image of 

that entrance would all begin to scream by means of 

magic.  This way, the Mitzriyim would immediately know 

through which entrance the perpetrators had escaped, 

and they would be able to recapture them.   When the 

Ribbono Shel Olam took Klal Yisroel out of Mitzrayim, He 

took them out through the entryway that had the form of 

a dog, the most common animal found in Mitzrayim.  

Shemos 11:7 “ולכל בני ישראל לא יחרץ כלב לשנו”.  The 

Ribbono Shel Olam showed His might over the world that 

when He took Klal Yisroel out, not even one dog barked.  

יעקב עמדין' ר   – Seder Korbon Pesach –  שער

'המפקד מבוא ג  – “I will quote from what is written in 

Shevet Yehuda regarding first hand testimony of what a 

Roman Nobleman saw when Klal Yisroel were bringing the 

Korbon Pesach.  The Jews were waiting in a line to bring 

their Korbon Pesach. There was not one Jew who told 

another Jew to go ahead of him in the line.  Even had 

Shlomo or Dovid, their King, been at the end of the line, 

they would not have been offered to go ahead.  I asked 

the Kohanim, “How can it be that this is the way the Jews 

would act?”  They answered me, “it is to show that there is 

no haughtiness in front of the Ribbono Shel Olam, during 

the preparation for bringing the Korbon Pesach and 

certainly when actually bringing the Korbon Pesach.  All of 

Klal Yisroel are equally good.” Pesach is a time that Klal 

Yisroel are all children of Hashem, all performing His 

service.  Each and every Yid is equal.   

 Perhaps now we can understand what the 

Gemara said about snatching Matzos, and why some have 

the Minhag for children to “steal” the Afikomen.  Pesach is 

a time to give over the Mesorah.  We all start off as Ovdei 

Avodah Zara and then return to the Ribbono Shel Olam.  

When we bring the Korbon Pesach, we are all equal.  There 

are no physical attributes that matter.  It makes no 

difference if we are young or old; we are all capable of 

serving our G-d, the Melech Malchei Hamlochim, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  It seems that the initial Minhag was 

for the adults to snatch the Matzos either from the 

children, or from each other, to get the children to stay 

awake and ask questions.  Perhaps this Minhag morphed 

into the children snatching the Afikomen to demonstrate 

that they are equal to the adults; they can serve the 

Ribbono Shel Olam, their own individual G-d.  Pesach is a 

night where we do things to make the children ask 

questions.  They must understand that the Ribbono Shel 

Olam took us out of Mitzrayim, and took us as His nation.  

We, as the adults, must listen to the questions being 

asked, as well as to the proper answers we are hopefully 

giving.  May we be Zoche to truly see ourselves leaving the 

Golus Mitzrayim and turning our hearts completely to the 

Ribbono Shel Olam.    
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רבן גמליאל היה אומר, כל שלא “– הגדה

אמר שלשה דברים אלו בפסח לא יצא 

 ”ידי חובתו ואלו הן: פסח, מצה, ומרור

“Rabban Gamliel would say, ‘Whoever does not say 

these three things on Pesach has not fulfilled his 

obligation – and these are they – Pesach, Matzah, 

and Maror.’”  The Korbon Pesach occurred after 

Makas Bechoros, before Klal Yisroel left Mitzrayim.  

It is to commemorate the Ribbono Shel Olam 

sparing us from Makas Bechoros.  Matzah is to 

commemorate our haste to leave Mitzrayim the 

morning after the Korbon Pesach.   We did not 

have time to allow our dough to rise, and therefore 

ate Matzah.  We eat Maror to commemorate how 

the Mitzriyim embittered our lives during the 

enslavement.  Why did Rabban Gamliel not list the 

three items in chronological order?  He should have 

said Maror, Pesach, and Matzah.  The following 

Divrei Torah will shed light on this question.    

“ – הגדה – סדר היום  , מצה, פסח: ואלו הן

 These are the titles of the three highlights – ”ומרור

of Pesach, which encompasses all the aspects of 

Yetzias Mitzrayim that we must remember.  פסח is 

to commemorate the ten Makkos which the 

Ribbono Shel Olam brought upon the Mitzriyim, 

and פסח, passed over, Klal Yisroel with great 

mercy.  מרור is to commemorate the subjugation 

the Mitzriyim inflicted upon us.  They embittered 

our lives with grueling labor.  The Ribbono Shel 

Olam took us out of the darkness into the light, and 

from Shibud to Geulah.  מצה is to commemorate 

the Geulah and the redemption of our Nefesh.  It is 

integral for one to remember the גאולת פדות הנפש 

and the גאולת הגוף. 

ואמרתם זבח “ Shemos 12:27,28 – חן טוב 

' כאשר צוה ד, וילכו ויעשו בני ישראל... 'לדפסח הוא 

 The Torah says that B’nei – ”את משה ואהרן כן עשו

Yisroel performed  the Korbon Pesach as Hashem 

had commanded Moshe and Aharon, and so they 

did.  Rashi, quoting a Mechilta, explains that “and 

so they did” refers to Moshe and Aharon - that they 

too performed the Korbon Pesach as commanded.  

What is the meaning of the Mechilta?  Could we 

have thought the Moshe and Aharon did not do the 

will of Hashem?  The purpose of the Korbon Pesach 

was to eradicate all traces of thoughts of Avodah 

Zara from the hearts of Klal Yisroel.  Klal Yisroel 

taking the gods of the Mitzriyim and slaughtering 

them, proved that their gods had no power.  

Moshe and Aharon did not have any thoughts that 

the gods of the Mitzriyim had any power.  They 

only believed in the Ribbono Shel Olam.  One may 

have thought that they did not bring a Korbon 

Pesach because they did not need to eradicate 

Avodah Zarah from their hearts.  The Posuk tells us 

that even Moshe and Aharon took a sheep, tied it 

to their beds, and brought it for a Korbon Pesach.  

They did not want to exclude themselves from the 

Tzibbur of Klal Yisroel.   

ש אוזידא"מהר    – Shemos 12:28 “ ואמרתם

אשר פסח על בתי בני ישראל' זבח פסח הוא לד ”- 

Mechilta – Rebbi Yosi Haglili says that all of the 

“enemies of Klal Yisroel” (euphemism for Klal 

Yisroel) should have been destroyed. They were 

saved in the Zechus of the Korbon Pesach.  The 

Rasha asks “מה העבודה הזאת לכם” – what is this 

Avodah that you, the non-Bechor, are doing?  Only 

the eldest in the homes were killed during Makas 

Bechoros.  Therefore only the Bechorim should 

have needed to bring a Korbon Pesach. Rebbi Yosi 

Haglili is answering the Rasha.  The entire Klal 

Yisroel were not worthy of being saved.  It was in 

the Zechus of the Korbon Pesach that all of Klal 

Yisroel were saved, not just the Bechorim.  There 

were two miracles that occurred that night. Even 

had the Mitzriyim not deserved to be killed, Klal 

Yisroel themselves deserved to be destroyed. “ אשר

 Hashem passed over the – ”פסח על בתי בני ישראל

homes of Klal Yisroel and saved them. “ את  בנגפו

 Not only that, but even – ”מצרים ואת בתינו הציל

when the Ribbono Shel Olam was angry with the 

Mitzriyim and was killing them, He still saved Klal 

Yisroel.   

חובתינו בקיום התורה “ – דברים אחדים 

יאת מצרים וירושת הארץצוותיה בכח יצמו ” –With 

what Koach are we obligated in the Torah and 

Mitzvos?  The Din is “אין חבין לאדם שלא בפניו” – 

one cannot accept an obligation for another.  Being 
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that the Torah Hakdosha places restrictions on us, 

how is the acceptance of the Torah by our 

ancestors an acceptance for all future generations 

until the end of time?  The Torah would only be 

considered a חוב if we were Avodim to the Ribbono 

Shel Olam.  We are not slaves, rather we are the 

Ribbono Shel Olam’s children.  The Torah is a 

Zechus for the children of the Ribbono Shel Olam.  

The Din is “זכין לאדם שלא בפניו” – one can be Zoche 

a Zechus for another without his presence.  Our 

ancestors were Zoche for us the greatest Zechus 

possible- the Torah Hakdosha. 

“ -הגדה – ישמח ישראל  הוא אומר רשע מה ” – 

We are not speaking about a Rasha Gamur.  Rather 

we are speaking about one who sinned, and gave 

up on doing Teshuva.  He feels that he can no 

longer be a part of Klal Yisroel.  We should tell him 

that Klal Yisroel in Mitzrayim were steeped in 

Tumas Mitzrayim, yet the Ribbono Shel Olam saved 

them.  Similarly, he should do Teshuva and he will 

be saved. 

“ – הגדה – מעשה ניסים  יב יבכל דור ודור ח

 Why – ”אדם לראות את עצמו כאילו הוא יצא ממצרים

is this the only Nes for which we have to feel as if 

the Nes actually happened to us, while all of the 

other Nissim that occurred to Klal Yisroel 

throughout the generations we only commemorate 

as happening in the past?  It is not the bitter work 

from which we need to feel emancipated, rather 

we must feel the main part of the Nes which 

happened in Mitzrayim.  The Ribbono Shel Olam 

was Mekadesh Yisroel and took us for Himself.   

וזאת תורת “ Vayikra 7:11 - נתיבות שלום 

'זבח השלמים אשר יקריב לד ” – It is only by the 

Korbon Shelamim that the Posuk says יקריב  אשר

'לד .  The Tanchuma says that the Korbon Shelamim 

is the most precious Korbon to the Ribbono Shel 

Olam from all of the Korbonos.  Why is that?  One 

can serve the Ribbono Shel Olam in two different 

capacities - as an Eved, or as a son.  There is one 

key difference between the two.  The Eved serves 

his master out of fear.  The Eved only wants to do 

what he is commanded to do.  The son wants to do 

anything that will bring pleasure to his father.  The 

Korbon Shelamim is eaten while all other Korbonos 

are not.  The Korbon Shelamim represents serving 

the Ribbono Shel Olam as a son.  Servants do not 

eat at the kings table, and therefore Korbonos are 

not eaten.  The Korbon Shelamim is eaten because 

it is brought as a son brings a Korbon to his father, 

the king.  A son does sit at the king’s table. 

 Perhaps now we can understand why 

Rabban Gamliel did not state the three in 

chronological order.  We are children of the 

Ribbono Shel Olam.  The Ribbono Shel Olam 

showered us with great mercy.  Although not 

deserving, the Ribbono Shel Olam saved us from 

Mitzrayim.   A father goes above and beyond for 

the welfare of his children.  A father only wants 

what is good for his children.  Pesach is in the 

category of a Korbon Shelamim (Zevachim 11a).  

We have the opportunity to eat at the table of the 

Melech Malchei Hamlachim Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  

After eating at the king’s table, we then mention 

Matzah.  The Matzah represents our Father saving 

us from Mitzrayim in a hurry.  After we 

acknowledge that the Ribbono Shel Olam is our 

Father and He wants only what is good for us, we 

can now go back and see something that we did 

not see before.  During the bitterness of Mitzrayim, 

we only saw pain and suffering.  It seemed that it 

was detrimental to us.  However, after the Pesach 

and Matzah, we need to have a new understanding 

of the bitterness that was before it.  The Ribbono 

Shel Olam runs every aspect of the world.  Our 

father, the Ribbono Shel Olam, only wants what is 

best for His children at all times.  We must realize 

that even the difficult parts of the past were in our 

best interests.  We must acknowledge that 

everything that looks bitter, is for our own good.  

Our Father in Shomayim is always looking down on 

us, and taking care of us.  Pesach is a time we must 

remember that we are children of the Ribbono Shel 

Olam.  By the same token, we, the children, must 

act towards the Ribbono Shel Olam as our Father.  

We must serve Him as a son serves his father.  We 

must try to please the Ribbono Shel Olam not out 

of fear, but out of love. 
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שיר השירים אשר “ 1:1  שיר השירים

    ”לשלמה

Rashi says that “Shlomo” in Shir 

Hashirim does not refer to the author of Shir 

Hashirim, Shlomo Hamelech.  Rather it refers 

to “ שלו מי שהשלום ”, to the King to Whom 

peace belongs, Melech Malchai Hamlachim 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Yadayim 3:5 – R’ Akiva 

– The most worthy day for the entire 

universe was the day that Shir Hashirim was 

given to Klal Yisroel.  All of the Kesuvim are 

Kodesh, but Shir Hashirim is Kodesh 

Kodoshim.  Why is Shir Hashirim classified as 

Kodesh Kodoshim?  Why do we Lain it on 

Pesach?  The following Divrei Torah will shed 

light on this question.  

שלום נתיבות  – Rambam: Hilchos 

Shabbos: Perek 30:2 – On Erev Shabbos, one 

should wrap himself in a Talis and sit 

solemnly, waiting to be Mekabel Shabbos as 

one would go out to receive a king.  The time 

immediately before Shabbos is a time that 

various worlds and Neshomos of those who 

are no longer living move to higher places.   

Bava Kama 32a – R’ Chanina says that as 

Shabbos approaches, one should go out and 

greet the Kallah Malk’sa, the bride - queen.  

R’ Yannai would say Bo’i Kallah, Bo’i Kallah, 

come Kallah, come Kallah.  Maharsha – 

Shabbos went to the Ribbono Shel Olam and 

said that every day has a mate except for me.  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu answered that Shabbos’ 

mate is Klal Yisroel.  When Shabbos 

approaches, it is like the Kallah as she goes 

under the Chupah which results in her 

marriage.  On Shabbos, if one works on 

having a D’veikus to the Ribbono Shel Olam, it 

is considered like Yichud.  In this way one can 

have the Shleimus of the connection to 

Shabbos.  Klal Yisroel are בני מלכים.  Being 

that Klal Yisroel are princes, it makes Shabbos 

royalty as well.  Shir Hashirim is a revelation 

of the relationship and the tremendous 

Ahavah between the Ribbono Shel Olam and 

Klal Yisroel.  The relationship of Ahavah 

between the Ribbono Shel Olam and Klal 

Yisroel is described in the Tanach as that of a 

father to a son.  Devarim 14:1 – “Banim Atem 

Lashem Elokeichem”.  Shir Hashirim is where 

it is Mechadesh this new type of Ahavah 

between Hakodosh Boruch Hu and Klal 

Yisroel, the Ahavah between a Chosson and 

Kallah.  Shir Hashirim 2:5 “.כי חולת אהבה אני”, 

because I am sick with love.  There are many 

times in Shir Hashirim that there is a double 

Loshon.  It is referring to a couple, both of 

them smitten with lovesickness.   As the 

Rambam says, one should love Hashem with 

a very great love.  His Neshama should be 

bound with his love to the Ribbono Shel Olam 

as if afflicted by lovesickness.  All of Shir 

Hashirim is a Mashal to this concept.   

אמתשפת   שיר השירים אשר “ – 

 Shabbos is Kolel all the Shirim of - ”לשלמה

Ma’aseh Bereishis.  So too Shir Hashirim is 

Kolel all of the other Shiros.  

שיר השירים אשר “ – קדושת לוי

  ?What is Shir Hashirim all about - ”לשלמה

Alshich – we say in Davening - “Kail Melech 

Godol Um’hulal Batishbachos.”  U’mehulal 

Batishbachos means that we praise the 

Ribbono Shel Olam that we have the 

tremendous Zechus to praise His great name.  

That is the main purpose in Shir Hashirim.  It 

is a Shir on the other Shirim that we are 

Zoche to sing to the Ribbono Shel Olam. 
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שיר השירים אשר “– דעת חכמה ומוסר 

 Rashi – Shir Hashirim is completely -“לשלמה

about Yiras Shomayin and being Mekabel Ol 

Malchus Shomayim.  Rambam: Moreh 

Nevuchim 3:51 – The purpose in all of the 

Mitzvos in the Torah is to bring one to Ahavas 

Hashem.  Devarim 11:13 – “ והיה אם שמע

, תשמעו אל מצותי אשר אנכי מצוה אתכם היום

 Sanhedrin 74a – We learn from the  .”לאהבה

Posuk “ אלקיך בכל לבבך ובכל ' ואהבת את ד

 that one must let himself be killed and “נפשך

not be Oiver Avodah Zarah.  Rashi explains 

that the Posuk says that you must love 

Hashem and not anything else.  The question 

is why does it only apply to Avodah Zarah?  

Why is it that only Avodah Zarah takes away 

Ahavas Hashem?  Fulfilling Mitzvos that the 

Ribbono Shel Olam commanded brings one to 

Ahavas Hashem.  All Aveiros create Sinas 

Hashem.  However if one does Aveiros, it will 

cause there to be some Sinas Hashem, but 

there is still room for Ahavas Hashem.   

Vayikra 16:16 – “Hashochain Itam B’soch 

Tumosom”, even in Tumah one can still dwell 

with Hashem.  Yuma 9b – In a place where 

there is Avodah Zarah, there is no room for 

Ahavas Hashem.  This is why Shir Hashirim is 

complete Yiras Shomayim and being Mekabel 

Ol Malchus Shomayim.  Shir Hashirim is 

completely about pure love, which is the 

Tachlis of all Torah and Mitzvos - to bring one 

to Ahavas Hashem.   

 Shir - ”שיר השירים אשר לשלמה“ – נציב 

Hashirim is a conglomerate of many Shirim.  

Shlomo Hamelech, in his great wisdom and 

with Ruach Hakodesh, compiled them and 

created one Shir that is inclusive of them all.   

לססתי “ Shir Hashirim 1:9 – קדושת לוי

.ברכבי פרעה דמיתיך רעיתי ” – “With My 

mighty horses who battled Paroah’s riders, I 

revealed that you are my beloved.”  In 

normal situations, it is the rider who controls 

the horse.  When Paroah and the Mitzriyim 

chased after Klal Yisroel, the horses led them 

into the Yam Suf.  This is what the Ribbono 

Shel Olam is telling Klal Yisroel.  The Ribbono 

Shel Olam leads all of the nations of the 

world.  However, Klal Yisroel can lead the 

Ribbono Shel Olam to do their will; like the 

horses of Paroah - where the horses led and 

not the rider.  If Klal Yisroel will act properly 

and have the proper Ahavah to the Ribbono 

Shel Olam, the Ribbono Shel Olam will shower 

Klal Yisroel with pure goodness. 

Perhaps now we can explain why Shir 

Hashirim is Kodesh Kodoshim and is Lained on 

Pesach.  On Pesach we commemorate the 

Ribbono Shel Olam taking us out of 

Mitzrayim.  The Ribbono Shel Olam redeemed 

us from Paroah and took us for Himself.  Shir 

Hashirim tells us about this very special 

relationship that we have with the Ribbono 

Shel Olam; the relationship of a Chosson to a 

Kallah.  There is a difference between the 

relationship of a father and son, and a 

Chosson and Kallah.  A father loves his son 

more than the son loves his father.  On the 

other hand, a Chosson and Kallah have the 

same love, one to another. Like every 

relationship, we must strive to get it to the 

highest level possible. Perhaps this as well is 

the reason that some have the Minhag to say 

Shir Hashirim immediately before Shabbos.  

Shabbos is the time that the Shabbos 

Hamalka joins us.  It is a very special time to 

work on this relationship with the Ribbono 

Shel Olam.   
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 Rashi – Mechilta - Shemos שביעי של פסח

זה קלי – בכבודו נגלה עליהם והיו מראין “ 15:2

אותו באצבע, ראתה שפחה על הים מה שלא ראו 

 ”נביאים

“’This is the Almighty’ – With His glory did 

He reveal Himself to them and they pointed at 

Him with a finger.  A handmaiden saw at the sea 

what even prophets could not see.”  Klal Yisroel 

reached great heights in Ruchniyos during Kriyas 

Yam Suf.  Yechezkel Ben Buzi saw the Ma’aseh 

Merkava, the great secrets from Shomayim.  The 

handmaidens at Kriyas Yam Suf were on an 

exalted level higher than that of Yechezkel.  In 

what Zechus were Klal Yisroel Zoche to such 

greatness?  Perhaps the following Divrei Torah 

will answer this question.  

 – Droshos: B’shalach – עוד יוסף חי 

14:15,16 “ ואתה הרם את . דבר אל בני ישראל ויסעו

 Speak to“ – ”מטך ונטה את ידך על הים ובקעהו

B’nei Yisroel and let them journey forth, and you 

(Moshe) lift up your staff and stretch out your 

arm over the sea, and split it”.  Why did Klal 

Yisroel first have to go into the water, and only 

then have Moshe split the water?  Why didn’t 

Moshe first split the waters so that Klal Yisroel 

would not have to go into the water at all?  There 

are three levels of Bitachon.  The first level is 

when one is in a Tzarah and calls out to Hashem 

to be saved.  He has Bitachon and hopes that his 

Tefilah will be answered, and a miracle will occur 

to save him.  This person’s Bitachon is not so 

great for he fears the harm that will befall him 

because of his Tzarah.  He uses his Bitachon in 

order to stay calm during his Tzarah.  The second 

level of Bitachon is one who has complete 

Bitachon he will be saved.  However he will not 

reveal his Bitachon to others for fear that he will 

not have a complete Yeshua, which will cause 

others to make fun of him.  The third and highest 

level of Bitachon is when one is certain that the 

Ribbono Shel Olam will help him completely.  He 

is ready to make an announcement to the world 

about the Yeshua which he is certain will come.  

This person is Zoche to a complete Yeshua.  In 

order for Klal Yisroel to be Zoche to the great 

miracle of Kriyas Yam Suf, they needed to be on 

the highest level of Bitachon.  The Ribbono Shel 

Olam commanded Klal Yisroel to first go into the 

Yam.  Klal Yisroel’s entering the Yam 

demonstrated the highest level of Bitachon.  

They were revealing to the world that they were 

taking action because they were certain they 

would be saved.  The women took instruments 

with them into the Yam because there was no 

doubt they would need to sing Shira to the 

Ribbono Shel Olam for saving them.  It was 

because of this level of Bitachon that they were 

Zoche to be saved.   

וירא ישראל “ Shemos 14:31 – נתיבות שלום 

במצרים וייראו העם ' את היד הגדלה אשר עשה ד

ובמשה עבדו' ויאמינו בד', את ד ” – “Klal Yisroel 

saw the great Hand of the Ribbono Shel Olam, 

and they believed in Him and Moshe His 

servant”.  Emunah means to believe that which 

cannot be seen.  If they saw, then what was their 

Emunah?  Shemos 4:31 “ויאמן העם” - The Posuk 

says that Klal Yisroel believed.  Why does the 

Posuk say here that they had Emunah?  There are 

three types of Emunah.  Emunah of the Mo’ach, 

(brain), Emunah of the Lev (heart), and the 

highest level is Emunah of the Eivarim (limbs).  

Klal Yisroel reached the highest level of Emunah 

at Kriyas Yam Suf.  They had Emunas Eivarim, 

each and every limb of their body knew “ אין עוד

 only the Ribbono Shel Olam has control -”מלבדו

over the world. Klal Yisroel saw the great Hand of 

the Ribbono Shel Olam destroying the Mitzriyim, 

and because of it they came to highest level of 

Emunah.  They  realized with every morsel of 

their being, that it is only the Ribbono Shel Olam 

Who runs every aspect of this world.   

אז “ Shemos Rabbah 23:4 – שם משמואל 

פיה ( ו"כ: א"משלי ל)הדא הוא דכתיב  -ישיר משה

 Klal – ”פתחה בחכמה ותורת חסד על לשונה
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Yisroel were the first in the world to sing Shira to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Why didn’t Avrohom, 

Yitzchok, and Yaakov, sing Shira to the Ribbono 

Shel Olam?  Bereishis Rabbah - Parshas 

Vayeishev - The Avos Hakdoshim made many 

Geirim.  They were constantly bringing others to 

recognize there is a Borei Olam in this world Who 

controls all.  Singing Shira to the Ribbono Shel 

Olam is above the nature of this world.  When 

one sings Shira to the Ribbono Shel Olam, he 

elevates himself above nature.  The Avos 

Hakdoshim did not sing Shira because singing 

Shira would have caused a separation between 

them and the rest of the world. This would have 

made it impossible for the Avos to connect to 

these people and bring them to the recognition 

of the Borei Olam.  It is at this point, when Klal 

Yisroel became a nation, that they sang Shira to 

the Ribbono Shel Olam.  Klal Yisroel sang Shira 

and separated themselves from the other 

nations of the world for all eternity.   

וירא ישראל “ Shemos 14:30,31 – ייטב פנים 

וירא ישראל את היד הגדלה אשר . מת על שפת הים

'ויאמינו בד...במצרים' עשה ד ” – These Pesukim 

are praising Klal Yisroel.  Klal Yisroel saw the dead 

Mitzriyim on the seashore. “ וירא ישראל את היד

במצרים' הגדלה אשר עשה ד “– This is telling us 

why they sang Shira to the Ribbono Shel Olam.  

They did not sing Shira because they saw their 

enemies dead.  They sang Shira because of the 

great Chessed that the Ribbono Shel Olam 

performed for them in Mitzrayim. ” 'ויאמינו בד “– 

they had Emunah in Hashem because of His great 

Chessed. 

“ 15:16 – באר משה  עד ' עד יעבור עמך ד

 -“עם זו“ – Menochos 53b – ”יעבור עם זו קנית

“this nation” refers to Klal Yisroel.  Why does the 

Posuk say זו which is a Loshon Nekeivah?  The 

Posuk explains why the Ribbono Shel Olam has a 

great love for this nation, Klal Yisroel.  Chulin 89a 

– the reason the Ribbono Shel Olam loves Klal 

Yisroel is because they consider themselves 

worthless in front of the Ribbono Shel Olam.  

They are a people who have perfected  שפלות

 Zohar 2:37:2 – The  .זאת is the same as זו  .רוח

crown which is called זאת, is called an ן"ר  .אשה  – 

Nedarim 30a – When a women gets married she 

nullifies her thoughts and will to her husband 

and attaches herself to him.  The husband brings 

his wife into his Reshus, and she becomes a part 

of him.  Klal Yisroel is akin to a wife.  They 

completely nullify themselves to the Ribbono 

Shel Olam.  The Ribbono Shel Olam’s will is their 

will. This is the reason that the Ribbono Shel 

Olam has such great love for Klal Yisroel. 

מדות הענוה גורמת “ 27 – מאה שערים 

 A person can raise -”המעלה שלא לפי הדרגה

himself in Ruchniyos, or Chas V’sholom lower 

himself in Ruchniyos, step by step.  There is one 

thing that makes a person go all the way to the 

top in Ruchniyos, or Chas V’sholom all the way 

down.  Yerovom Ben Nevat was haughty.  

Haughtiness brought him all the way down in 

Ruchniyos in one plunge.  Conversely, Anivus can 

bring a person straight to the top. 

 Perhaps now we can understand what 

Zechus Klal Yisroel had, and why Chazal stress 

that the lowly maidservants were on the level of 

Yechezkel Ben Buzi and the great and holy 

Nevi’im.  Klal Yisroel in Mitzrayim were on the 

49th level of Tumah in Mitzrayim.  How did they 

go from such great Tumah to such great Kedusha 

so quickly?  They did not raise themselves in 

Kedusha step by step, it happened in one leap.  

Klal Yisroel were at the Yam, and they were not 

thinking about themselves.  They completely 

nullified themselves to the Ribbono Shel Olam at 

that time.  They wanted whatever the Ribbono 

Shel Olam wanted.  It is when Klal Yisroel 

conducts themselves in this manner that they 

attain the greatest level of Kedusha.  May we be 

Zoche once again to this great level of Kedusha, 

and see the ultimate Geulah, במהרה בימינו אמן! 

 


