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One Erev Yom Kippur during mincha, Rav Yo-

nason Eibshutz Zt’l  noticed a Yid pouring out his 

heart during viduy, particularly crying by the words, 

“afar ani b’chayai - I am but dust in my life.” The next 

day, however, he witnessed the same man becoming 

very upset when someone else received an aliyah to the 

Torah instead of him. Rav Yonason approached the 

Yid and said, “I noticed how intently you davened 

yesterday, enunciating the words ‘afar ani b’chayai’ 

with such feeling. How then can you be so disturbed to 

be passed over for an aliyah?” The Yid responded, 

“To Hashem of course I stand in humility, but to that 

Jew? I am surely more worthy than him!” 

 In Taam V’daas, Rav Moshe Shternbuch Shlita 

quotes the above story from Rav Meir Shapiro Zt’l who 

connects it beautifully to this week’s Parsha. The Torah 

relates that when Klal Yisrael complained to Moshe and 

Aharon about the Mann, they responded with these words, 

“V’nachnu Mah and who are we?” The Gemara in 

Meseches Chulin (Daf 89a) says: “Greater is that which 

Moshe and Aharon said than the expression of Avraham 

Avinu. They said ‘V’nachnu Mah’ while Avraham Avinu 

said ‘Anochi afar Va’efer.’”I am but dust and ashes” 

What inherently is the difference between these two 

statements? Aren’t they equally great expressions of 

humility? 

 Rav Meir Shapiro explains that although of 

course Avraham Avinu was exceedingly humble in every 

way, when he said, “Anochi afar v’efer,” he was address-

ing Hashem. Therefore, it denotes his humility only 

towards Hashem Yisborach, and not necessarily to people 

as well. When Moshe and Aharon said, “V’nachnu Mah,” 

however, Moshe and Aharon, were addressing the entire 

Klal Yisroel and their words therefore denote humility 

toward both Hashem and all people. The Gemara there-

fore says that the words of Moshe and Aharon constitute a 

more all-encompassing expression of humility. 

 In his sefer Be’er Yosef, Rav Yosef Tzvi Salant Zt’l 

explains: The Gemara in Meseches Taanis (Daf 9a) 

teaches us that the Mann came to Klal Yisroel in the merit 

of Moshe Rabeinu. It is amazing to note that the gift that 

Klal Yisroel received in Moshe’s merit was a food that 

was colorless and nondescript on the outside, but filled 

with endless rich and pleasurable tastes within. This, 

explains Rav Salant, is a parable to Moshe Rabeinu 

himself. On the outside he was exceedingly humble and 

did not show arrogance towards anyone in any way, but 

within he was filled with endless qualities and greatness. 

 The lesson is very great. Acquiring humility is a life-

long process. But it must be understood that contrary to 

the man in the story above, humility is not fulfilled by 

being humble only before Hashem Yisborach. It is a 

Middah that must be brought out in one’s dealings with 

people as well. It is meant to be an all-encompassing 

Middah - affecting every facet of life - and it truly can be 

done, Be’H. To be humble and modest never overbearing, 

to be understanding and soft and never controlling. May 

Hashem help us in this lifelong acquisition, and may we 

all find favor in His eyes forever. 

 At the Shiva for my mother, a number of people 

spoke about her middah of humility, both in the way 

she conducted herself, and in the way she carried 

herself. She did not seek the limelight in any shape or 

form, and she could not for the life of her understand 

why people considered her special. Myriads of times 

after I would share praise I had heard from others 

about her, she would reiterate to me in her inimitable 

fashion, “I really don’t understand. Why do people think 

I’m special?” 

 Her humility and selflessness reached the highest 

levels prior to her passing as the only thing on her 

mind at that very precarious time was her husband 

and children’s welfare. She portrayed a level of selfless-

ness that is truly mind boggling. 

 Her simplicity and humility coupled with her 

modesty and refinement are part of her precious a 

legacy that will live on and on. Yehi Zichrah Boruch   

 

 


