
Vayaitzai 5776 - Simcha 
 

There are many important words that make up 

the vocabulary of an Ovaid Hashem- one who 

tries his best to serve his Creator: Emunah, 

Bitachon, Middos, Mitzvos, Tefillah, Torah and 

Emes are words that immediately come to mind. 

But there is a word that is of the household 

variety which has tremendous heft, and it is the 

word Simcha. Simcha is something for which we 

all daven and yearn. We want our lives to be 

saturated with Simcha. We call joyous family 

events Simchos, we try and comport ourselves 

with a high level of Simcha, and we try and serve 

Hashem and do His Mitzvos with our hearts 

chock full of Simcha. But how does one define 

Simcha? How should a Yid be feeling when he is 

told to do a Mitzva with that special ingredient? 

This is a question that behooves answering, for 

the (classic mussar sefer) Orchos Tzaddikim tells us that if one performs any Mitzva with Simcha 

one receives 1000 times more reward than if it is performed sans Simcha!! So here we have the 

mother of all clip-less coupons; 1000x more reward! Chi-Ching! All that is left is to define Simcha.  

 The holy Rebbe Reb Tzadok of Lublin tells us (Kedushas Shabbos, Ma’amar 5) that the 

first time a word is mentioned in the Torah defines the essence of that word (e.g. a variation of the 

word “kedusha” is first mentioned in reference to Shabbos). If this is so, then we can obtain a clear 

definition of Simcha from this week’s parsha where it is mentioned by the Torah for the very first 

time. And even though it is used by one of Bnai Yisrael’s arch-enemies, we can still eke out from 

the context with which it is used the word’s essence, and then try and make it applicable in our 

lives.  

 Lavan had left the house to go on a three day sheep shearing trip. Yaakov, sensing the 

opportunity, packed his possessions and left with his family heading back to Eretz Cana’an, home 

to his father Yitzchak. When Lavan found out he and his posse gave chase, finally catching up to 

Yaakov’s camp on Har Gil’ad.  It was there he unleashes a laundry list of umbragical complaints 

against Yaakov, one of which was, “Why didn’t you tell me (you were leaving)?  I would have 

sent you off with Simcha and song, with drum and with harp.” Now, normally when loved ones 

leave it is a moment of poignancy and the shedding of tears. Yes, Hashem does say to Bnai Yisrael 

(Yeshaya, 55:12) “Ki besimcha saytzay'u” -”You shall leave with Simcha”, but there He is 

referring to the end of a bitter Galus-exile when the Jew will be freed and joyously head home to 

Eretz Cana’an. Here, too, it is pretty certain Yaakov had tremendous Simcha when he left Padan, 

finally getting himself out of the greasy grasp of his crooked Uncle Lavan, but from Lavan’s 

perspective why would it have been a moment of Simcha for him? 

 The answer is that Lavan couldn’t have been happier seeing the back of Yaakov. Can you 

imagine what it was like for Lavan, a card carrying idol worshipper, founder of  Swindlerz.com, 

and a general all-encompassing walking vacuum of anything holy, having a Yaakov peering over 

his shoulder?  And since Yaakov kept the Torah it is a dead cert that he admonished Lavan for any 

and all violations of the seven Noahide Mitzvos. (See Sefer Chassidim Par. 984 regarding the 



obligation to admonish a non-Jew). Yaakov was thus the proverbial thorn in Lavan’s side and 

could not stand having him around. And Lavan exposed to us these feelings when telling Yaakov 

that he would have escorted him out of Lower Mesopotamia with fanfare, a brass/string quartet 

and a healthy dose of Simcha. 

 With this we can capture a vivid understanding of Simcha. It is not just a quickening of the 

pulse and having a smile and feeling good about life, rather it is (as it would have been with Lavan) 

a moment of relief, freedom, and the feeling of having a life altering experience for the better. And 

that should be our mindset when it comes to serving Hashem. Relief in the knowledge that we 

have a true purpose and were not put on terra firma to wander aimlessly playing fantasy football. 

Freedom, as the Mishna says (Avos 6:2) the only free person is the one who busies himself with 

Torah. And a life altering experience, for every moment a Yid spends strengthening his/her 

relationship with Hashem makes him/her a different person.  
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