
MONEY MATTERS
By Rabbi David Ashear, Author of Living Emunah (Artscroll)
 
The pasuk in Mishlei (28:12) says “Ish emunos 
rav brachos,” a man who is faithful in his business 
dealings will receive an abundance of blessing. The 
Midrash (Bereishis Rabbah 2) cites Yaakov Avinu 
as an example of this pasuk. Lavan tried to swindle 
Yaakov 100 times during the six years that Yaakov 
worked for him. Every few weeks, Lavan would 
change the deal and withhold animals that rightfully 
belonged to Yaakov. Not only did Yaakov not fight 
with Lavan over money; he went beyond the norm 
to be faithful to him. If an animal was mauled by 
a wolf or stolen, Yaakov would pay out of his own 
pocket to replace it. He worked with all of his might 
and maintained his integrity. Despite all of Lavan's 
attempts to cheat him, the Torah testifies, Vayifrotz 
ha’ish me’od me’od, Yaakov became exceedingly 
wealthy. This is what the pasuk means: Ish emunos 
rav brachos. 

The tests involving money are difficult. A person 
who says, "Hashem is going to give me what I'm 
supposed to have. I will never fight over money" is an 
ish emunos. We never lose by dealing with integrity. 
On the contrary, we only gain. The fact that it's not 
always apparent is part of the test. We have to be 
willing to do the right thing even though it appears 
that we lose as a result. In the long run we will only 
gain. 

Our money comes from Hashem. He ensures that we 
receive the money that we are meant to have. Our 
job is to be anshei emunah, to deal with honesty and 
integrity. The best segula to earn money and keep 
it is to follow what He tells us to do in business. Ish 
emunos—rav brachos. 

A PLACE FOR EISAV
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with permission 
from the publisher.

As long as there is a Yaakov, Eisav considers his existence threatened. But to 
Yaakov, every human being is justified. What’s more, he proclaims that every 
human being is significant, if only it absorbs the spirit he has to offer. In his 
struggle with Eisav, Yaakov asks only recognition.

Yaakov fought the malach, but his adversary can fight only as long as it is 
night. As long as darkness prevails, he appears to be, if not the victor, then 
the one with the upper hand. But as soon as day breaks, the positions are 
reversed, and it is Yaakov who sets the tone for the end of the struggle. And 
the condition he sets, the purpose of the whole encounter, is recognition—
that Yaakov is deserving of blessing and support (brisi Avraham), not 
hostility (brisi Yitzchak) and hatred (brisi Yaakov). Indeed, only through 
this recognition will the nations bring blessing upon themselves, and the 
promise be fulfilled: Venivrechu becha kol mishpachos ha’adama.

Each night, we entrust our neshamos to Hashem, and in the 
morning He returns it refreshed and ready for another day. As 
Eicha says, “Chadashim labikarim, rabba emunasecha"—we are 
renewed every morning, Your trust is great.
If someone who owes you money mistakenly leaves his tools in 
your home, you might be tempted to keep them until he pays his 
debt. We owe everything to Hashem, but sometimes we fall short 
in serving Him. He could say, “I will not return your neshama, 
because you haven't paid what you owe Me.” But He does not, and 
every morning we get our neshama back. Rabba emunasecha! 
Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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In Parshas Toldos (27:39), Rivka arranges for 
Yaakov to receive the bracha originally intended 
for Eisav. Yaakov’s assuming the spiritual 
leadership has always been self-evident, but 
with this bracha, Yitzchak grants him the 
material basis for leadership as well. When we 
read Eisav’s bracha, it is clear that Yitzchak’s 
eyes have been opened, and he no longer sees 
a place for Eisav in the House of Avraham. To 
Eisav, Yitzchok does not say, “Vayitein lecha 
ha’Elokim.” Eisav will attain material wealth, 
but not through Divine providence, only to the 
extent that it depends on “heaven and earth”—
the natural order of creation.

Your sword will shape your destiny, Yitzchak 
tells Eisav, you will be the stronger one; you 
will conquer the world, but you will ultimately 
place your conquests at Yaakov’s feet. Rome will 
conquer the world; but after realizing its errors, 
it will give over its conquests to the triumphant 
spirit of Yaakov.

As long as Eisav is the ruler, as long as he sees 
every conquest as a stepping stone to more, he 
is merely working for his brother. As long as he 
is rav, the result is that rav yaavod tza’ir. Only 
ka’asher tarid, when he steps down of his own 
volition, when he willfully subordinates himself 
to his brother, will Eisav emancipate himself 
and stand beside Yaakov as a equal.

The goal of history is not that Yaakov be forced 
to assimilate among the nations. Quite the 
opposite, in fact. The nations must recognize 
that their own happiness depends on the 
principles that Yaakov has clung to throughout 
all his struggles, and they too should humbly 
strive toward these principles with everything 
they have, and regard them as their sole 
purpose in this world. 

SHEMA: THE ETERNAL PLEDGE III
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

Sefer Daniel tells us an amazing story. In the second year of his reign, 
Nevuchadnetzar conquered Yerushalayim and took several young boys from 
the royal palace to be trained to serve in Nevuchadnetzar's retinue. Among 
them were four teenagers of about 15 years old—Daniel, Chananya, Mishael and 
Azarya. Each of these would become a famous hero in later years.

The pasuk tells us, "Daniel put it on his heart that he would not become defiled 
with the royal diet."  After all, the food in the Babylonian palace was one 
hundred percent treif. He asked the supervisor to give him and his friends only 
seeds and water to eat. Although sympathetic, the supervisor was afraid to 
comply. The diet had been prescribed by the king himself, and he might decide 
to make an inspection. Should he discover that four boys looked pale because 
of their meager diet, the supervisor could forfeit his life. But knowing that the 
supervisor was sympathetic, the boys knew he would look away when they 
convinced a waiter to let them try it out for ten days. Hence, the waiter took four 
food portions home, and supplied the four with seeds and water instead. Ten 
days later, they looked more robust than all the others. They continued on this 
diet as long as they were in the palace.

Rav Saadia Gaon comments on the words "Daniel put it on his heart" that this 
happened while he was reciting Shema, where it says that "these words should 
be upon your heart.” He explains that they wanted these particular foods 
because the other boys in the palace were immoral, and seeds cause bad breath. 
This diet would keep them at a distance. The ten-day trial period that they asked 
for was the ten-day period between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.

Daniel and his friends had been ripped away from their families, their rebbeim, 
the Bais Hamikdash and the Sanhedrin. They had no hope of ever returning 
home. But Daniel, on that fateful Rosh Hashanah night, recited the Shema. In 
essence, this is what he said: Ribbono shel Olam, my faithfulness to You and my 
adherence to Your will does not hinge on any external circumstances. I will obey 
Your commandments here in Nevuchadnetzar's palace, just as I would while 
standing inside the Bais Hamikdash.

This, then, is what we say when we recite Shema: Ribbono shel Olam, I am Yours; 
my life and everything I have is Yours. I submit totally to Your will, wherever I 
am and in whatever situation I find myself. 

We say the words of Shema, beginning in our earliest childhood until the 
moment we leave the world. Am Yisrael has been declaring these words for over 
three thousand years, and we will keep on doing so forever. 

SOMETHING FROM NOTHING

Where does the wood of an apple tree come from?

Take an apple seed and plant it in a very large tub of earth, after carefully measuring the amount 
of earth. Leave it in a sunny place and keep watering it until eventually it grows into an apple 
tree. Carefully remove the apple tree and measure the amount of earth in the tub. It will be 
approximately the same amount you started with. From where do the materials in the mature 
apple tree come? Obviously not from earth “transformed” into wood, since the earth is still there! 
The wood and other materials that make up the tree are a product of nothing but water, sunlight 
and some nutrients from the soil. Ingenious! 
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